‘THE DESERET WEERLY

surange is there that they could re-
tain it? None whatever., When
power has been {aken from the

hands of the people, their property |

ia insecure. There ia no protection
ngaingt poverty Jlike the political
{ndependence of the masses, The
“‘new nationalism’’ s a school of
politica that is at war with theone
to which the founders of the United
Btates belonged.

TO ABOLISH THE COMMISSION.

FoLLOWING is the full text of the
bilt to nbolish the Utah Commis-
sion, iutroduced in the House of
Representatives, on Mnrch 18th,
1880, by Mr. Btone. It was read
twice nod referred to the committes
on judiclary:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the Uniled States
of Ameriea iz Congress assembled,

bhat the board of five persons, com-
monly called the TUtah Commission
Prnvided for in the ninth section of

'An act to amend section fifty-three
hundred and liftv-two of the Revised
Statutes of the United States, in refer-
ence to bigamy, and for other pur-
pores,’’ approved March twenty-sve-
ond, eighteon bundred s#nd eighty-
two, be, and the same fis hereby,
abolished and all the powers and du-
ties thereon mhall devolve upon a
board of three parsons, to be styled
the Board of Registration and Elec-
tions of the Territory of Uliah a
majority of whom shall constitule a
guorum.

Sec. 2. That said board shall consist
of the Governor, Territotial Secretary
and President of the Council of the
Legislative Assembly of Utal, and for
their services as such board they shall
each receive one thousand dollars per
annum in addition to the pay and
emolumentis of their offices, respuc
tively.

Sec. 3. That all lnws appertaining to
said board of commissioners created
by said nioth seciion of said actap-
proved Mareh Twenty-zecond, ejgh-
teen hundred and eighty-two, shall
apply to the board established by thla
act the same as if expressly re-enact-
ed: Provided, That \he compensation
of the three members of said boani
shall not exceed said sum ef one thous-
and dotlars each for their services on
said board.

Sac. 4. That immediately on the tak-
ing effect of this act sald Utah Con
miasion shall deliver and turn over 1o
their successors all books, pajpa'+ und
other property apperiaining to -.el
office.

Sgc. 5. Thatall laws and pars of
-laws inconaistent herewlth are hereby.
repealed.
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AN ESTABLISHMENT OF RELIGION.

AT no time in the history of the
American Republic have 8o many
important constitutionnl questious
arigen in relation to existing and
proposed legislation. One of the
latest is nssoclated with what has
been called a ‘‘religious amend-
ment.” Under the captiou of “The
Revolutionary Resolition,” the

American Sentinel contains the fol-
lowing pithy article:
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There is a point in that religious
amendment to the Constitution that
has not been made as much of as it
ought 1o be. 'The title of the proposi-
tion is thir:

Jolni resolution proposing an Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the Unilted
Biates, respecting establishments of religiou
and fre,c public schools.

Nouw set that alongside of this clause
of the Constitution ns 7t 7. and nonsider
them together:

Congress shall make no law respecting
an ¢stublishment of religion.

If the purpose of thia proposed
amendment is not to annul that clause
of the Constitution as it 18, and so open
the way for a national esmblishment
of religion, then what can possibly be
the purpose ol it?

This being, logically, the purpose of
the resolution as defined in the title,
a further guestion is, does the body of
the resolution bear ont the logic of the
title? TLet us see. Section 2 says:

Each Siate in this Union shall establish
and mainiain a syatem of free public achools
ndequute tor the education of alt the child.
ren ifving therein. betweon the ages of six
and sixtecn vears, inclusive.in tha common
wsranches of learnirg, in virtuc and moral-
iy, and in knowlegze of the fundamental
and non-scciarian principles of Ohristian.
€.

And section 3 rays:

The United Siates shall puarantee to cvery
Stata nnd Lo the people of every 8inte. nnd
of the Uniled Statea, the aupport nnd main-
tenance of siich a system of free public schools
u8 herein provided.

The anzlysis of these sections is thia:

A avstem shall be established which
shall embody *the principles of
Christianity. "

The United States shall gnarantae the
maintenance of such a system.

Therefore this resolution doea pro-
posa that the TUnited States Govern-
ment shall maintain an establishment
of Christianity.

Now Christianity is the expression
and embodiment of a religion.

This resolution proposes to pled
the United States Government to the

‘maintenance of an establishment of

Christianity.
Thereforn thin resolution does pro-
pose to pledge the United States Gov-

ernment to the maintenance of an
establishment of religion.

Again: Section 4 of the resolution
9BYH:

Qongress skall enforce this article by np-
propriale legislation when Docesaary.

As the preceding sections of thias
article provide for and guarantes an
catablishment of religion—of Christi
anity; and as thls section provides
that Congress shall enforee the artiele
by appropriate legislation; therefore
tite resolution does provide that Con-
gress shall make laws respecting an
ontablishment of religion. -

‘The analysis of the whole resolution,
Lievefote, is this:

It proposes that the United States
Government ~hall establish a religlon;
and that Congress shall’ make lawa
rv?specling that establishment of reli-

on.

But the . Constitution as it in Bays:
“Congress shall make no law respect-
ine an establishment of religion.”

Therefore, both In its title amd ils
provisions the Blair reseolution (o
amend the Constitution of the United
States is distinctly % proposition te
annul that elagee of the Constitution
as it i3 which [orbids an establishment
of religion.

That eolanse of the Constilution ia,

and was intended to be, the declara--

tlon of one of the fandamential and
distinetive prineciples of our form of

gove: nment,

The Blair resclution, being a propo-
sitlon to annul that clanse, is a propo-
altion to destry one of the distinctive
features of our form of government,
and I8 therefore REVOLUTIONARY.
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THE BIBLE EXCLUDED FROM THE
SCHOOLS.

A FEW days ago the Bupreme
Court of Wlasconsin rendered ade-
cision the effect of which is to pro-
hibit the rending of the Bible in
the public echools of that State,
Following isa quotation from the
opinion:

‘‘Some of the most valuable instruoe-
tion a person can receive may be de-
rived from reading alone, without any
comment or exposition of the question;
therefore, the question seems Lo nar-
row down to this: Is tho reading of
the Bible inthe public schools. not
merely seiected passages therefrom,
but the whole of it, seciarian instrue-
tion of the pupils, in view of the facts -
already mentigned, that the Bible
coniains numerous doetrinal passages
upoen some of which the peculiar creed
of almosat every religious sect is based,
and that sinch passages may reason-
ably be understood to inculcate the
doctrines predicated upon them? An
affirmative apswer to the question
sesms unavoidable. Any pupil of
ordinary intelligence who listens to
the reading of doctrinal portions of
the Bible will be more or less in-
structed thereby in the dcotrines of
the divinity of Jesus Christ, the eter-
nal punishment of the wicked, the
anthority of the priesthood, the bind-
ing force of the efﬂcacz of the sacra-
ments, and many other conflicting
sactarian doctrines.”

Among the Protestant citizenspf
Wisconsin much imlignation is ex-
pressed over this remarkable deci-
sion, bul it is, of course, in line
with the policy of the Catholic
church. It is certainly n remark-
able innovation upon what i
deemud o be the law In all or near-
ly al) the other Btates in the Unioan.
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A LIVE COMPANY.

THE extension of the street rail-
rond nlong First East Street and the
confnections it maker, seem to have
stirred up quite n commotion Among
the promaters of projectd car Jines
and others interested in rival
schemes. We are not thoroughly
acquainted with the legal merits of
this matter, but the pullic benefils
that will aeerue from thesxtension
are obvious nnd need no explana-
tion, The remidents aloug the route
of the extension have been ¢lamor-
ing for it for some time, ond we
voderstand the rails would liave
peen Inid Inst fall if the company
had been able then to prosecuts the
work and the wenther had bheen suf.’
ficiently favorable,

To quliet the queries of a good
many people as to the right of the'
compuny to lay down thelr line



