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[REPORTED BYJ. V. LONG.]

I feel great pleasure in meefing with the
krethren and sisters, having just returned from
& mission. I do notspeak of this because of a
feeling that I am now relieved from a mission,
tor I feel that 1 have been on a mission al! the

known for our salvation. If we have adopted
them in our lives then we are in the path of
life and truth which gives us salvation all the
time, but if we have not then we do not par-
take of that present salvation which is offered.

When the Savior was upon the earth, he
told bis disciples to pray that his kingdom
mizht come, and that his will might be done
upen the earth as it is done in the heavens.
We might with the same Frnprietj' ask in our
prayers that the will of God might be done

time, and 1 expect to remain a migsionary
from this time henceforth and forever, Thig

is the height of my ambition, that I may h_aure’.
the pleasure of laboring to build up the king-|

dom of God on the earth.

The instructions wa bave had to-day bave
bedn joyiul to my heart, for they are those
principles that are caleulated to save, to ex-
alt and to prepare us to dwell with the Gods
in the eternal worlds. Ibave often said that
cf all the peop'e upon the face of the earth
the Saints of the Most High God have the |
greatest reason to be thank'ul. This is my
feeling and has been ever since 4 embraced
the gospel, and the longer I live, the more 1
see and experience the more 1 feel and konow
that we are the favored people of the Lord.
If we can appreciate this as it is, it will lead
us continually to take that course that will be
rieht and proper in the sight of heaven, :

"While I have been absent from this Terri-
tory, I have been laboring wherever my lot
has been cast to convince the inhabita.ts of
the earth of the truth of the principles of our
holy religion, and to point out to them the
pa.t{n of life, and how far 1 have been success-
ful 1 shall leave for a higher power to judge.

I find that we are all like children, so far as
knowledge is concerned, that is we know
nothing, excepting what we bhave learned
from otherg or by obgervation, and inasmuch

upon the earth in our day as angeis do it in
heaven. Isthere anything upon this earth
that will prevent the establishment of the
gsame principles, and the impa:ting of the
same blessings that are enjoyed in the eterna!l
worlds? If there is the prayer of the Savior
which bhe t.ught his disciples could not be
fulfill d, and we know that our Father in hea-
ven would not get nsto do that which could
not be accomplished. We can adoptthe prin-
ciples of that kingdom and practise them in
our lives, and this will make us precisely
what we are praying for.

Happiness 18 what we are s'riving for in
this life, and this i> what we want in the life
which is to come, That bappiness is obtain-
able upon the principles of truth amd right,
that have beeun and that will be revegled from
beaven. As | before remarked, we are in a
school, and it is our business to be industrious
in that school. It is our business to work
diligently to learn that whieh is taught in tbe
school of Christ, to make ourselves acquain-
ted with the principles of salvation as far as
revealed unto us. I can say truly and bear
testimony that the people bave never had to
wail for the knowledge of God; the time never
has been when it has not been poured out

faster than the people were ready to receive.-

Principles of light and truth have all the time
been taught faster than the peop'e were ready

as we do not now know anything but that
which we have learned, the prospect is that

to adopt and practise them. It has always
been the good pleasure of the Lord, and it is

what we may know in the future we shall| gtill his wish to enlighten our winds and en-

have to learn.

We are in a school,one which | large our understandings in reference to the

cur Father has prepared for us, and in which | things of his kingdom, that we may have just

degigns to instruct us, te give us ceunsel
E:d ujit out the course that we should take
day by Jay, in order that we may be saved,
It we adopt the principles that have been re-
vealed, tuey will bring to us happiness and an
abi ing joy, and that too at the time and iu
t':e place where we are in need.

One reason wiy L consider that we are so
much more highly favored than o her peo-
ple is eimply this, that ingenerationsthat are
passed and gone there was no man capable of
rising up and peinting out the way of life and
salvations there was no wan to dispense the
bleesinga of the gosp:l of Jesus Christ to tbﬂ_n
that we e willing to embrace the truth, Butit
ia pot so now, for the Kingdem of God has
been established upon the earth, a knowledge
of the ordinances «f the kingdom has also been
committed to man upon the eaith; and the
koys of that kingdom bLave been given, and

can now be taught to us. We bave now the
pswer to embrace the principles of life becanse
they are presented to us by those having the
authority to teach. The prinei ‘Ies f our
religion have emanated from our i'ather and
God, with whom there is no variablenegs, nor
¢1e least shadow of turning; and these princi-
ples have been revealed fer the express pnr-
pese that we might embrace and practise
:!11::1 ’lml greure that happiness “which is
promised to the faitLiul sons and daughters of
Gtﬁ'hen wa are in the world and hear the sce-
tarians teaching their peculiar dogmas about

heaven, hell and many other topics, their dis—|

¢ rurses sound empty, foolish and incompre-
hensible. Their subjects are generally ver

distant, in fact altogethier beyond this world.
When we hear individuals talking about hav-
ing a fatber and a mother, we do not then un-
derstand them to be talking about anything
that is very remote, but it issom _thmﬁ 'batis
11zbt here with us; and go it is with the king-
dom of God. _ Lor
commence t, teach the human family prinei-
ples pertainivg.to that kingdem, it 18 brought
right home to us, so that we can understand it
in this pre=ent life. This is the way the gos-
gel came to us when it was first gounded in
our hears; it was brought home (o us, no mat-
ter what fi'md of place we were in gnd it zet be-
fore us salva’ion, not after this life partica-
larly, but it offered salvation to ns at the time
we beard it. The kingdom of God being es-
tab’ished on the earth, the galvation of that

the principles which pertain to that kingdnmf

and thereby bring about our own silva- |

When the servants of the Lul‘di

| conceptions of bhis ways and unders' and cor-
rectly the Frlnclplea that pertain to the devel-
cpment of all that wisdom and knowledge
rnecessary for cur present and future advance-
ment in the principles of eternal life, We
should endeavor to appreciate and continually
feel thankful for the blessings bestowed wpon
us, and strive to improve upon all the gifts of
God that are bestowed.

There are a great many people, and I have
met with some of them, who are very anxioas
to know all about heaven, the other worlds,
and all about the people thatd aell in eternity,

but I will tell you how Ifeelitisthat I want io

discharge the duties that devalve upon me,
and strive to comprehend the olject and de-
sign of everythiog that isrequired of me, We
ghould all seek for a knowledge of those duties
that pertain to us at the present time, and we
 phiould praclice principles that wiil bring
present palvation, and we should labor to
learn that which will be both for our present
and future good.

What we have been told to-day is good and
strictly true, and we ought to understand that

are as much in the midst of eternity as we |

ever shall be, and our chaunces aud opportuni-
| tics for gaining knowledge ant ealvation he e
! are as good as they will ever be. We Lave
a!l the opportunity of learning the principles
of beaven, jnat as good as we shall ever have,
Then if we do not improve upon these oppor-
tunities we are certainly to blame, and we are
injuring ourselves more than anyb dy else,
and the time will come when, if we are de-
prived of any blessing we ghall blame our-
selves oniy. We will bave it to say, that the
blessings and szl ation pertaining tuthe kinz-
dom of God were presented, and we despised
them. Toben we will find that the scripture is
true which says, ¢ Out of thine own mouth will
I ju go thee, thou wicked ee vaut.,” 1. view
of tiiis then it is for us to be awake to that
which we Lave presented to us, to thoge prin-
ciples which God has revealed from the hea-
vens, fcr bie has revealed them for the express
- purpose of baving w3 prac'ice them upon this
Cearth.

";prantice in this Jife, Now if we do not adopt

i the truth in this life, what is there to make us
believe that we will adopt it in the life to come?
' Jook npon our opportunities asbeing as good

' to know things in this life as tley wiil be to|

' know them in the life to come, for light and
| {ruth are before us, and they will only be be-

1

|

aneinted servante,

Tiose pricciples were not revealed | obeyed, and it is our duty and the d
with the intention that we should wait till we E mmen to give heed to thosa
(got to beaven, but everything is for us to|and to receive

kipgdom was announced in our ears, and we  fore us thiere. We have nio t me to epare, all!

had the offer of its benefits, if we saw proper
to embrace {he doctrines presented, we had
the privilege of doing so, and inasmuch ag we
adopted, and do now adopt the prineiples of
that kingdom it brings to us a present salva-
tion, and if we do not bave a present salva-
tion it ig for want of adop ing the principles
that bave been revealel.
that we should enquire about, and see and
kpew for ourselves whether we have adopted

those principles which the Almighty bhes made "to the performance of every daty, aud feel and (we have been led

our opportunitics shiould be laid hold o°. It
we have adopted tbe principles of salvationin
this life, there is no assurance that we ghall
adopt them in Lhe lie toeome. Whatis there
to make you and I think that we ghall have

' We ought toth nk of this, in order that we may

This i8 a matter be ready day by day for the performance of |

“any du'y required of ue; we ought 7o krow the

F prineiples so perfectly that we can appiy them

I

‘ing the actions of every man and woman were

: Most High God have pot been w

out to vs those individual du'ies which are

the earth,
| power to applg them to ourselves hereafier? | feel.
I
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know that we are right, understand ‘hem for
ourselves that we may be capable of applying
them both in this lif and in that which is to
come. It we could do this, it would be a very
good sigu that we could apply these doctrines
in the future life, but if we are to be told every
day what we had to do the probability is that
we shiould be in the same situation in eteranity

We have the privilege of working out our
salvarion before God, and we bave the oppor-
tunily of testing the practical workings of
these principles, and in doing this, eur minds
would expand to see the necessity of our
words and our actions being right. ~ Supps-

right and in strict ac-ordance with tlie doe-
trines of our religion, where wou'd be the
evil? If everybody alwayssaid and did right,
the evils that we know find in the world would
no more afll'ct the human family.

The evils that we do find grow out of two
causes and mostly out of one, and that one is
ignorance, But there are some who are fast
to do wrong, others dv it ignorantly. There
must be means a ‘opted for teaching such per-
sons the way of life, that where they do not
know how to do right they may be taught,
and then when they are taught the right and
embrace it with full purpose of heart they can
act upon the principles that are right and |
proper for them in this great schoo!, in which
we are beipg taught by tie s rvants of God
those duties that are required of us day by |
day, even those principles that will produce |
ha,piness, contentment and salvation. These
things are b: ing pointed out to us from week
to week, and from time to fime, just as they
bave been this forenoon. How rich these in- |
structions! They will bs worth nothing un-
less we practice them in onr lives. We read
of a time waen the knowledge of God shall
cover the earth as the watera cover the great
deep; and we live in a time when that know-

YOL. XII.
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from the firat organization of this church.

It is our business as Saints to put away
from us everything that is wrong, that tends
to corrupt the people of God. We are called
upon to honor our callings, and to laber
to perform what the Bishops and authori-
ties of the church require of us. Evil wil
produce evil, and good will produce good, and
a bittrr fountain will produce bitter water,
and go it is throughout all the ramifications of
the kingdom to which we belong. I trust that
we shall all 8o live as to secure happiness and
obtain peace with ourselves, so that we may
live in peare at home. I do not want to pee
any of us peglect our own welfare, but I wigh
to see rvery BSaint liveasa manof G d, as
one who is striving to secure emernal life in
the kingdom of our Heavenly Fatler,

If 1 understand the principles of life and
salvation, and with this understanding should
lay down this body. I should then continue the
good work which I have commenced here.
All that wisdom and knowledge which we
have obtained we will carry with us to the
spirit world, and this, you can readily per-
ceive, would make just about such a heavenon
the other side of the vail as we have made on
this side. 1 do not think we wouid make it
much different. Of course we will have to
learn beyond the vail as much g0 as we have
need of learning while here. Then let us en-
deavor to feed upon those principles of life

y |and salvation day by day, and labor to put

them in prac ice whi'e in this life, then we
shall bave joy, happiness, peace and a present
salvation right where we are. We have the
power Lo prove these principles all the time,
and we can bear testimony to their truth for
we experience their benefits and blessings in
our every day life. '

Let us be faithful, and love the truth me &
than we love anything else, for there is a ful-
uess of it offered to we; and we ought to know

ledge is being taught by the prophets of God,
and when it is the privi ege of all mankind to
be exalted upo:

laws of heaven.

Why are we not divided and distracted as
the world are? and especially the country
round about u-? The reason is, we are and
bave Leen taught correet principles. How
easy it would be to put the world of mankind
right, if they would be set right, and if the
would bhearken to the voice of God, in this
age, as in all others, the inbabitants of the
earth have been told what would come upon
them, but they beed not the warnings of the
servants of God. When we view the king-
dom of God in the heavens we view it as an
eternal kKingdom. This is its condi ion, be-
cau-e truih and no'hing but the truth exists
with the inbabitants, they are governed by it
in all their actions.  Let the eame principles
be with us, and we shall find that the eff-ct
produced will be a oneness of purpose, our
labors will be to promote happiness upon the!
earth, and our lives will be peaceful cnes. It
is is & good sign for us to adopt those princi-
Elaa that we can test and prove to be good or

ad. 1 am perfectly willing to trust allin
this kingdom, and to look to thie world to come |
fr an exaltation with the sanctified, and I
Ifminw that 21l w1l be right if I continue f1ith-
u- L]

I can bear testimony that the Saints of tlie
aiting for
labor, there has always been sufficient laid
out to oceupy their atiention, ar d if they have
attended to their duties they have no time to
complain of anybody eice. There is nothing |
very d flicult for us to do, but there is enough
to keep us busy all tbe time. And there
are a great many eafe gusrds which our
Fa'ber has placed in his church, for the pur-
pode of taking care of the sheep and pointing

princ ples of obesience to the |

daily required at our hands. We find Presi-
dents, Bishops and counselors in every dirce-
tion, cver ready to impart to us a word of
comfort and consolation; and if we are ro:
tang' .t we are to blame ourselves and nobody '
e'se. God has alwave spoken through Fis!
through thos» holding . his
priesthood and authoritv, and he will be

atly of. all
instructions
knowledge from God by hig ser-
varts as well as by his spir.s, for unless we
do rrjoy that epirit and ba guided by its
influences, we shall fack {he perfection weare
destined to arrive at,

We Lave a great Jabor to perform, and we
have a great enemy to weet and overcome, and
therefore it wil be well for us to take a safe
course and do a few things right, for should

we altempt to domany things arnd £ail we ehall |

be sorry for it. 1feel to rejoice in the plan of
salvation, and I rejofce to lave the privilege
of laboring to establish thege principles upon

. The mo-s we do the better we
Whi'e we see mankind goins to ruin be

'that bhas a fulness of truth to offer to us.

that there are no other principles or system
Now
there is not any of us that would be satisfied
with anything short of a fulness of al that
knowledge and wisdom which are bid up in
the eternal worlds. But we need not think of
attaining that position upon any other prinei-

les than those offered to us by our Heavenly

ather, for if we do, we deceive ourselves and

y (are preparing for ourselves disappointment,

and at the great day of reckoning we shall find
ourselves disappointed. eimply because we
have not adopted the principles that #%ome
will secure w.at we want in time and in eter-

nity.

fvdn not feel to occupy more than my shars
of the time, but 1 feel exceadingly well, and
43 some «f the brethren have remarked
I always intend to feel well, for 1 iu-
tend to de the best I can all the time. When

[ ficst embraced the goapel, I bad a testimony
of its truth, and I have bad evidence increas-
ing with me all the day long. 1 have often
remarked to individuals that I would pursue
the course that I was pursuing if there was no
other life than thig; 1 would do this bacause it
brings the most good, the most happiness,
more than anything else I know anything
about. ILet us be bumble and faitlifu} in
keeping the commandments of God, ard in
performing the labors that are allotted to s
and sanctify ourselves before God that we may
coustantly have within us the light of the Holy
Spirit, be guided by his priesthood, that
when we come to lay down these bedies, we
may be prepared for that which is to be en-
Jjoyed on the other ride of the vail, havine
been faithful and diligent on this side, which

| pray may be the case, ip the uame of Jegus:
Awen.

—_————en—

Stock Dyina.— Persons who have recentiy
been looking efter their stock, on the rarge
west of Loe Jordanm, report that most ef the
catlls, which have been running at large there
“uring the winter are” exceedingly poor; that
many have died, apd hundreds more will
perigh, if they are not cared for short!y, asa
they are so thin in flesh, that it is impossible
for them to meve about and get feed sufficient

te keep the.c from freezing aud starving.
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Eznata, —In Elder Amasa M. Lyman’s
discourse, published in No. 34, last week’s
igaue, the 19(h line of the ihird paragraph,
of the fourth colamn, first page instead of the
words “of insurrection” it shonld read *‘in a
glale free from corruption and sin.”

i B e - —

Bap Roap»—The roads east, wes!, nor'h
and sou'h are reprrseuled to be exceeding'y
bad and, in many places nearly impagsabl:,

cause of their wickedness, I rejoice in the
prospect of aeeing the kingdom of God risin
in eplendor and greatness, and I do feel 1hat

and should the weather countinue to be stormy

£ | much longer, vehicles will measurably go into

we have abundant reason to be thanklu'!, for

disuse for a scason, and many in the city will

by the hand of the Almighty | inevitably suffer for {he want of fuel,




