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portanoe upon its value value can
you value it can you measure its
worth by anything known to the chil-
dren of men

it Isin sometimes amusing to see how
selfbelt important a little authority even
worldly authority will make men
take those for instance who are noticed
by the kings and queens and emperors
of the world those who are made
ministers and representatives of foreign
nations

what airs they assumeassumed how im-
portant they esteem their position
why it causes them to don special
apparel that they may bedbe distinguished
from the rest of their dellowefellofellowewp and if
this were wanting you can pick them
themthein out by the extraordinary strut in
their walk they attach very great
importance to being the representa-
tives of kings and potentatestectep and
sometimes clothed with this little
brief authority asan one of our chief
poets has said they play oucheuch fan
bastic tricks before high heaven as
make the bagelsangels weep 292 9 I1 have won-
dered sometimes if they do not laugh
compare this brief worldly authority
with the priesthood what is it nay
dont look upon the agents or ministers
of kings but go to the principalprinc apal go to
the king or emperor himself and what
is his authority A thing which to-
day is and tomorrow is not the
privilege of waving a sceptre for a few
brief years over a portion of gods
footstool and a very small portion at
that and after a few troubled yeayearsrs of
unsatisfied ambition the sceptre falls
from his hand and the king like the
peapeasanthant passes away his reign is
over his glory at an end

not so with those who receive the
y authority of which I1 am speaking

priesthood the man who receives
that receives an everlasting inheri-
tance an everlasting power if he will
but be true to it if he will but be aithfaith-
ful and continue in righteousness
thing which will not be stripped from
him when life shall have runmn its coursedcourse
no the priesthood isin no such power as
that but it has leenbeed conferred upon
men that they may be agents of god
here in time and agents of god in
eternity the priesthood that man
receives is not laid aside even at death
but follows him into the world of

spiritsspirlte where he waymay continue to
minister to those who sit in darandarkness
to those who have lived upon thetee eartheart
when the truth was obscured in the
rubbishru libish of human traditionstradition and
when people were deceived by the cun-
ning and craft of men there they
have the privilege of enlightening the
minds of their fellows and leading
them to the truth as they did here
and when their spirits shall again be
reunited with their bodies their
priesthood does riotnot end there either
but so long as time shall last or immor-
tality itself endure just so long shall
this power continue with those who
are faithful unto it and they
shall have the everlasting privi-
lege of doing good aud being the
representatives foror god and help him
in the work of redeeming the children
of men I1 come to this conclusion from
one of the revelations to the church
through the prophet joseph smith
which says that they of the celestial
glory speaking of thebe time after the
resurrection shall minister to those of
the terrestrial glory and theytheyon of the

terrestrial glory shall minister to those
of the glory and what tois
the object of thisthia ministration why
it must be for the purposed leading
the children of men to the truth orof
taking them by the hand and going
higher and still higher in the scale of
intelligence and orof progression until
every sonron and every daughter of god
shall receive all the honor all the
glory all the power and happiness that
jtit is possible for their natures to en-
compass

such then is the priesthood we are
considering this priesthood Js di-
vided jutointo two great divisions better
not say divided rather say its powers
are grougroupedped under two great heads one
called the edek and the other
the the power and autho-
rity of the lowerlesser or priesthood
is to hold the keys of the ministering of
angels and to administer outward
ordinances the letter of the Goop elthe
baptism of repentance for the remission
of sinssine agreeable to the covenants and
commandments 1 the officers in this
priesthood are priests teachers and
deaconsde acone and the bishopric is the presi-
dency of that priesthood

the power and authority of the
higher or Melchi sedek priesthood is to
hold the keys of all the spiritual bless-
ings of the church to have the privil-
ege of receiving the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven to have the
heavens opened unto theato commune
with the general assembly and church
of the firstbornfirst born and to enjoy the
communioncommunion and presence of god the
father and jesus the mediator of the
new covenant the officers of this
priesthood are apostles patriarchs
seventies high priests and elders

in the section of the doctrine and
covenants from which I1 have been
reading section concerning thehe
powers of the Priest hoodsboods I1 find it said
that of necessity there are presidents
or presiding officers growing out of or
appointed of or from among those
who are ordained to the several
offices jnin these two Priest hoods 01

I1 wish to here make a dis-
tinction between the priesthood and
the rights of presidencydendy over these
quorumsqu presidency is a thing quitequate
distinct from priesthood itself ILIS
simply an appointment for instance
a high priest waymay be appointed a
president of a stake and after a time
some circumstance or other may arise
that makes hisbis resignation necessary
hie priesthood hohoweverwimer isie not taken
from him by any means but hisbis ap-
pointment has been discontinued

in the church there are three great
presiding quorums equal in authority
I1fro read from the doctrine and
covenantsCovonants in support of this state-
ment 61 of theth melchusmelt bleed priest-
hood three presiding high priests
chosen by the body lapappointedpointed and
ordained to that office and upheld by
the confidence faithfaita and prayer of the
church form a quorum of the presi-
dency of the church

the twelve traveling counselors
are called tote be the twelve apostles
or special witnesses of the name of
christ inain all the world thus differing
from other officers in the church hi
the duties of their calling and they
form a quorum equal in authority and
power to the three presidents previous-
ly mentioned W

the seventies are also called to

preach the gospel and to be forcialespecial
witnesses unto the gentiles and inU anall
the world thus didifferingfrering from other
officers of the church in the duties of
their calling and they form a quorum
equal in authority to that of the
twelve special witnesses or apostles
just named 11 doedoc covCOT section
10

however it is stated in a subsequent
paragraph that the twelve apostles
act underunder the direction of the first
presidency and the seventies are
directed in their labors by the quorum
of the twelve apostles

it tois not necessary for me to dwell at
any length indeed I1 have not time to
do so upon the duties and various
responsibilities of the different
quorums of the priesthood it is not
necessary that I1 should do so in treat-
ing the question under consideration
it is enough for my purpose on this oc-
casion to call your attention to these
three general councils in the church
which when unanimous in their de-
cision are equal in authority

one would think no argument was
necessary to establish the fact that itif
for any cause whatsoeverver the first of
thesetheme councils the first presidency
should be destroyed or removed from
the church that the next quorum in
power would have the right to preside
over the church and regulate the
affairs thereof pending the reorganiza-
tion of the first presidency and yet
in the experience of the saintssaint away
back in 1844 when the prophet joseph
who was at the time the president of
the church and his brother hyrum
who was his counselor were laid low
by the handband of assaassassinssollis the church
for a brief period was at a losslose to know
upon whom or upon what quorum the
responsibility of the presidency of the
church would fall

ambitious men arose tinin the church
and for a time distracted the minds
of the sainte at that time the twelve
apostles were scattered through the
eastern states upon various missions
the only members at nauvoo were
willard richards and john taylor
john taylor being severely wounded
at the massacre of the prophets was
not able tobeto be very active in asserting
the rights of the twelve apostles to
take charge of the affairs of the church
and direct them

in the midst of these difficulties the
remaining counselor in the first presi-
dency sidney rigdon returned from

began laying claims
to the right of succession to the prophet
joseph he did not make this claim
directly perhaps he was fearful that
if he did so hebe would be rejected by
the church for I1 am sorry to have it
to say that this man who wwasas so gift-
ed by nature whose tongue was suffi-
ciently eloquent to hold spellboundspell bound
congregations while he expounded in
great clearness the principles of eternal
life this man forforaa few years previous
to the death of the prophet was un-
faithful in hisbis calling it was notorious
throughout the church that joseph
the prophet had made an effort to gutgot
ridgid of him a year or two before his
death inthein the presence of the congre-
gation of the saintssainta assembled in
nauvoo he declared that he would
carrybarry him no longer and yet his
brother hyraw who perhaps more
than any other man in this dispensa-
tion was the personification of mercy


