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portance, upon fta value. Value! Can
you value ﬂ?" Can you messurs ils
worth by anything known to the chil-
dren of men?

It 8 sometimes amueing to see how
self-important a little authority, even
worldly authority, will make men.
Take those for instance who are noticed
by the kinge and quesna and emperors
of the world—those who are made
ministers and representatlves of foreign
nations.

What airs they assume! How im-
wrtant they esteem their position?

hy, it causes them to den special
apparel, that they may bedistinguished
from (he rest of their fellowe; and If
this were wanting, you can pick them
them out by the extraordinary strut in
their walk. They attach very great
{haportance to being the representa-
tives of kings and potentates; and
sometimes clothed with this
brief suthority, ss one of our chief
poets has said: ‘“They play such fan-
tastic tricks before high heaven as
make the angels weep.’’ I huve won-
dered, sometimes, if they do notlaugh.
Compare this hrief worldly suthority
wilh the Priesthood, whatia 11? Nay,
don’t Jook upen the agentsor ministers
of kiongs, but go to the prineclpal, go to
the king or emperor himeelf, and’wbat
is bis authority? A thing which to-
day is and tomorrow is not. The
privilege of waving a sceptre for & few
brief years over a portion of Gnd’s
footstool—and a very small portlon at
that—and after a few troubled years of
unsgatisfied ambition the sceptre falls
from his hand, and the king, like the
peasant, pusses away., His reign is
over, his glory at an end. :

Not so with those who receive the
authority of which I am speaking—
Priestbood. The man who receives
that, receives an everiasting inheri-
tance, an everlasting power, if he will
but be true to it; if-he will but be fiiith-
ful and continue in righteolieness—a
thing which will not be stripped from
hini when lifeshall have run itscourse.
No, the Priesthood ia no puch power as
that. But it has heen conferred upon
men that they may he agents of God
here in time and agents of God in
eternity., The Priesthood that man
receives is not 1aid asideeven at death,
but follows him into the world of
spirits, where he may continue to
minister to those who eit in dark neas—
to those who have lived upon the carth
when the truth was cbecured in the
rubbish of human traditione, and
when people wure decejved by the cun-
ning aod craft of men. There Lhey
have the privilege of enlightening the
minds of their fellows and leading
them to the truth, as they did here.
Aud when their spirite shall again be
reunited with thelr bodles their
Priesthood does not end there, either;
but so long as time shall last or lmmor-
tality itself endure, just sov loug shall
this power continue with those who
are faithful unte it, and they
shall have the everiusting privi-
lege of doing goud apd being the
representatives for God and help Him
in the work of redeeming tho children
ofmen. I come tothieconclusion from
one of the revelations to the Church
throueh the Prophet Joreph Bmith,
whichsays: “*Thut they of the celestial
glory,” speaking of the time after the
resurrection, ‘ehall minister to those of
the terrestrial glory, and they of the
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terrustrial glory shall minfster to thoee
of the telestial glory.’”” And whatls
the object of this ministration? Why,
it must be for the purpose of leadlng
the children of men to the trutb, of
taking them hy the bhand and going
higher and stlil higher in the scale of
intelligence and of progression, until
every son and every daughter of God
shall recelve all the honor, all the
glory, all the power anil huppiness that

.it in poseible for their natures to en.

compass,

Buch, then, is the Priesthond we are
considering. This Priesthood is di-
vided jnto two great divisions—better
not any divided, rather say ile powere
are grouped under two great heads: one
called the Melchisedek and the other
the Agronic. ‘*The power and autho-
rity of the lesser or Aaronic Priesthood
s to hold the keys of the ministering of
angeis, and to administer ocutward
ordlnances, the letter of the Goepel,the
haptism of repentance fer the remission
of sine, agreeable lo the covenants and
commandments.’”” The officers in this
Priesthood are priests, teachers and
deacong; and the hishopric is the presi-
dency ot that Priesthood.

“The power und authority of the
higher or Melchlsedek Priestbood is to
hold the keys of all the apiritual bless.
Inge of the Church, to have the privil-
ege of receiving the mysteries of the
Kingdom of Heaven, to bave the
heavens opened unto them,to corumune
with 1he general apsembly and Church
of the Mretborn, and to enjoy the
communion and presence of God the
Falher, and Jesua the Mediator of the
New Covenant.”” The officers of this
Priesthosd are Apostles, Patriarchs,
Beventies, High Priests and Elders.

In the sectivn of the Doctrine and
Covepants from which [ have been
reading (section 107), concerning the
powers of the Priesthoods, I find it-said
that **Of necessity there are presidents,
or presiding officers, growing out of, or
appointed of, or from among those
who are ordained to the several
officea in these twe Priestboods.??
I wish to here make a dis-
tinction between the Priesthood and
the righis of presideney over tbese
quorume. Preeldency is a thing quite
distinet from Priesthood itself. 1L s
aiMﬁly an appuintment. For instance,
a igh . Prlest may be appointed a
president of a Biake and after a time
some circomstance or other may arise
that makes hia resignation necessary,
His Priesthood, however, iz not taken
from him by any means, but bis ap:
pointment bas been discontinued.

In the Church there nre three great
i)ruslding quorums equal in authority.

read from the Dootrine and
Covenants in support of this state.
ment: “Of the NMeichisedek Priest-
hood, three Presiding High Priests,
chusen by the body, appointed and
orduined to that office, and upheld by
the cuntidence, faith and prayer of the
Church, form & Quorum of the Presi-
dency of the Church,

“The twelve traveling counselors
are called te be the Twelve Apostles,
or special witnesees of the name of
Christ in all the world, thues differing
from other officers in the Church in
the dutles of their calling. And they
form a quoram, £qusal in authority and

ower to the three Presldepts previous-
y mentioned. =

¢The Beveullee are also called to

preach the Gospel, and to be especial
witneseen unto the Gentiles and in all
the world, thus differing from other
officers of the Chureh 1n the dities of

‘their calling; and they form 8 quorum

equal in authority to that of the
Twelve ppecial witnesses or A postles
just named.” (Doe. & Cov., Bection

IOQ.

owever, it is slated in a subsequent
paragraph that the Twelve Apostles
act under the direction of the First
Preeidency, snd the Beventies are
direeted in their labors by the quorum
of the T'welve Apostles.

It is not necessary for me to d well at
any length—indeed 1 have not time to
do so—upon the duties and various
responeibilities of the diflerent
quorums of the Priesthood; it is not
necespary that 1 should do 8o in treat-
ing the question under consideration.
It is enough for my purpose on this ce-
capion to call your attention to these
three general councils in the Church,
which, when unanimour in their de-
eision, are ¢qual in authority.

Onpe would think no argument was
necessary to establish the fact that if,
for any cause whatsoever, the First of
these Councils—the First Presidency—
should be destroyed or removed from
tlie Church, that the next quorum in
power would have the right to preside
over the Church and regulate the
affuirs thereof, pending the reorganiza-
tion of the First Presidency. And yet
In the experience of the Baints, awny
back in 1844, when the Propbet Joseph,
who was at the time the President of
the Church, and his brother Hyrum,
who was his counselor, were laid low
by the hand of assassine, the Church
for a brief periocd was at a less to know
upon whoie or upon what quorum the
reaponsibility. of the Precidency of the
Church would fall,

A mbitlous men arcse in the Church
and for a time distracted the minds
of the Baints. At that lime the T'welve
A posties were scattered through the
vastern States upon various miesions.
The only members at Nauvoo were
wWillard Richards and John Taylor.
John Taylor, being seversly wounded
at the massncre of the Prophets, was
not able to be very active In usserting
therighis of the Twelve Aposties to
take chargeofthe affairs of the Churcgh
and direct them.

In the 1nidst of these difficulties the
remsinming couneelor in the:First Presi-
dency—Sidney Rigdon—returned from
Penneylvania,and began laying clnims
to the right of succeesion to the Prophet
Joseph. He did not make this clalm
directly-—~perhaps he was fearful that
if he did so he would be rejected by
the Church; for Il am sorry to have it
to say that this man, who was so gift-
ed hy pature, whose tougue was sufil-
ciently eloquent te hold spell-bound
congregstions while he expounded {n
great clearness the prinelples of eternal
life—this man fora few years previous
to the death of the Prophet was un-
faitbful in his calling. It wae notorious
throughout the Church that Joseph
the Prophet had made un effort to get
rid of Blm 8 year or two before his
death, Inthe presence of the congre-
gution of the Haints assembled in
Nuuvoe he declared that he would
carry him no Jlonger. And yet his
brother Hyrum, who, perhaps, more
than any other man in this dispenea-
tion, wae the personifigation of mercy,



