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IVING within a fewf
blocks of the Wwhiteh i t e
house so near to it that
the strains of the marine
band at the presidents
receptions can almost be
heard within her par-
lors isis a woman who
forty years ago was one
of the most popular mis
tresses the executive
mansion has ever had
forty years ago she was

as the most beautiful the most
eliligio t and most accomplished wo

agranai of the united states the beaux
tattie I1te army and navy then bowed down
jfe herle diplomats from a dozen foreign

if its strove together for iier smiles
tates meo famous for their eloquence
0 wit repeated her bon and
afe american people without regard to
arty admiredd and worshiped her to-
sy this woman isis intellectually as bright

shejibe was then anoand physically she
ims almost as young asa she was when
s presided over the white house
sr luxuriant mass fromenfj oMenI1ap hair has
tufueii been turned tdtoboosted0ostedtet allver

fv otof time butat theafie blueuet otbt
I1

her
deafcleat thane rroes4 qaetierI1

I1

or co-ny co-
mybao still bloom indand 1thee wrinklesgir kaes 0off

hereeddoldld ageI1 eve yeyet tto cccome
iria I1 could show you president buasvi niece ars harriet altoeI1ar john
as I1 sawaw tierher n her washington44

ie this weekek her arm is asssstraightva lashe odtheHeld the position of
stat lady oidt the land and were it
orfarherhei waite hair you would take

i to be ia6 the rime otof middle age
C ibi3 jelfoalso ung inia soul the long

ra of ileraher eifee has often been
d ath bittbitter sorrow first her
thimthen herahei mandhusband and her chil-
onelowb by one have passed away

heje has not allowed her tioutroublesbles to
ipher and she keeglkeeps abreast with the
ali of the times shee is inin sympathy

the world otof today and although
is still in her sixties she is still
of the queens otof washington so-

y
ers johnston is a wobonannan of means
washington home is a large house

ie of cream colored brick sstuntedstuated
be comer of eighteenth dudand I1 streets
ste acost part oiof the cap

in the same block is the inanmansionsion
secretaries FrelinFrelingghhuysenn and

ar T

whitney and postmaster general wana-
maker successivelysuccessivelv lived and all about
are the houses of distinguished men and
women mrs johnstons home is beau-
tifully furnished it contains mementoes
of travel from many parti of the world
A screen of moorish work wh ch once
formed a window to hide the beauties otof
cairo from the gaze of the passersbypassers by
stands ii the hall and the walwalss
hang paintings and engravings aimalmost0st
every one of which is the more valuable
by its associations in the parlor foror
instance there is a portrait ot the prince
otof wales painted just alterafter the princa
left the united states and sent by him
to president buchanan just under the
portrait in a little black frame is the let-
ter which the prince sent with the por-
trait the letter was penned tyoy his
royal highness on atiet tie shores of pales-
tine where he was traveling it reads

jaffa march 29 1862
dear mr buchanan

permitperit me to request that you will
accept the accompanying portrait as a
slight maik of my grateful recollection
of themd hospitable reception and agree-
able visit at the white house on the oc-
casion of my to ir in the united states

believe me that the cordial welcome
which was then vouchsafed to me by the
american people and bv you as their
chief can never bsb effaced from my
memory

jl1I venture to ask you at the same
time to remember me kindlan to mlmi sumeine and believe nme dear mr ba-
chanan

bi-
n

ba-
nchananha a0

yours very truly
ALBERT EDWARD

the prince of wales visited theununitedfad statesstatedi asap the guest ot president
huco anan he was at vietie tithetime in his
twtwentiethentwit year and miss lane could not
haveave been older she was yuyou
knownow then mistress at the white Hhouseouse
and the week whichaich the prince spent
there mustmast havelaye been one olof me fullest
weeks of that eventful period of her
life she says herselfheri elf that visit of
the prince was a most enjoyable on
he came hereheie onanon an english man ot
war asconiaccompanied

gisacied by a large suite the
princenceI1 and his suite all stayed with ththeresidentKespresidentident at the white house the
time was one round of receptions ddin-
ners

in
and amusements every eveneveningipg

with one exception president 13buchananuchic n
gave a dinner at which distingue hedhd
people were invited to meet the prince
and miss I1laneane also gave an invited re-
ceptionception introducing his royal highness
to the socie y of the capital at the
dinners the english minister and his at-
taches wereer present and the minister
who was lord lyonslyom gave a dinner at
the legation at which miss lane and the
presidentPres taint attended oneofte of the features
of the occasion wawas an excursion to

mount vernon in which the party went
on the dispatch boat harriet latelane
one of the revenue cutters belonging
to the treasury department

it was in talking about the prince of
wales visit that mrs johnston gavebave ms
some inteinterestingA n n formation asto howhoir
her uncle reregardedg ald presidentialdil eapexpexpen-
ses

ei p
he was one of the most conscien-

tious presidents we have ever had and
was scrupulously careful that none alwsot his
personal expenses should be paid by toethe
government all olof the bilsbi Is connected
with the prince of wales visit to wash
nigtonbigton were settledsettledbyby buchanan and
the cost of the trip to mount veralvernanA
was privately arranged for between himh
and mr C btbb the secretary otof tthee
treasury congress was not asked for
a cent and even the fuel which wagwas used
for the revenue cutter for thattha dayday was
paid for by the president presidentent
buchanan never thought of planning
hunting excursions and vacation ttouourss
for himself on government vessels 41gs
our presidents have done ofbf late years
during his stay in the white house lie
entertained to such an extent that jusis
salary was hardly equal to his expenses
it cost him much maremore than his salary
to live when he was a minister to zail
land the salary otof the minister at that
time was in the neighborneighborhoodhool ofofflinehine
thousand dollars with a slight addition
for tktravelingaveling expenses between london
and the united states mrsmm JobbOhnstoa
tells me that mr buchanan paid almost
inshis whole salary for his house brebt
thhitit she understood that ifit required all
hisis private iniincomecoine in addition to meet
his9 expenses4 he appreciated the dig-
nity bot theabe british mission andabd knew
that in order to do effefficientelent 1
social expenditures must beba great he
waswai one of the few ministers eliom wee
have sent to london who wailwa popular
hotboti with the english andaad thfihsihsa people
here at h meime this rigid code of offi-
cial honor mrs johnstonJohnstoa says was keptkelpt
by Buchahanchabin throughoutthrough dut MS life ithe
devoted the most of bu years to politics
and statesmanship haneldhe neld man offi-
cial positions and yet hefie never waftmad a
cent out of politicspolitico AUall of his fortune
was accumulated at the law before he
began hisbis political career and he waswassoso
clean handed as to have always been
above suspicion

there are a number of fivefine portraits
of president buchananBucBucha in mrs jonedha

homehame amalaon1
ngnr others she wosnow-

ed
ir

me a beiqiu affua miniature 11 ia ted bybif a
famous artist mr bucbuchanana was in
hiihi prime itt represents geacea face mua
handsomer and mire burtian thaotha jhbfe
WITstin and stately figures shown ui thet tie or-
din

r
iry engravings in it the complexionexi n

of he46 presidentdohi is rosy steveshiemes are
blue as the summer skies andd his facea
lullfull of kindliness and soul J


