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THE DESERET INEWSS.

EDITORIALS.

SUPPRESSION O IFDECENT
LITERATURE-

—
AN agent of a New Yorx illustrated
paper which gives partituiars of iHe
most strocions crigies and social
irregmiarities, with flaring pistures
In which vulgarity I3 the most
prominent feature, has been prose-
outed in (Georgia nnder the laws of
the State agrinst selling and circa-
lating obscene literature. He was
oonvizted and sentenced to twelve
months hard labor or & fine of one
thonesud dollars.  An appes] has
been taksn to ths Bapreme Conrt of
the Btate, where it 3 ta bs hoped
that if the defendant has been
fairly tried the srentence of the Jower
court wlil ba fully confirimed.

Yve are sorry to ssy that the
earmie paper can ke found in the
alores of newsdealers in Ball Lake
City. We learn that oar people do
not patronize it to any exteut, bat
there are persons who subecribe for
it and teke it regnlarly. There are
other pictorial papers quitsas vile
&3 the perlodical referred to, and
they may #e seen side by side on
the public connters of the newsdeal-
ers, where many young psople ¢on-
gregate and have free nccess to
them, with their indecent pictares,
unnatural and exsggerated llustra-
tions of horrible deeds =nd ocour-
rences, and highly wrought des-
oriptions of events that are nnflt for
puolication.

The plea of all the vendors of thege
pepers 18 that therois a certain
amount of demand for them, and if
they do not keep them other dealers
wiil, and thus they will lose onatom
and no benefit will be derived by the
public. It iz a matler of regret
that the newsdealers will not com-
bloe to retuse to keep or eell this
olazs of literature, for the szake of
thelr vwn reapegtability as well as
for tha generai welfare, And reeing
that this is not likely to be done,
we suggest that the example set by
Georgia might be profitably follow-
ed in Utah. Oar laws amply pro-

ed appended wi

gon, registrar of Bpring City, also to
one from the judges or eleotion in

relation to late eleotion for |,

uhstantiates thls position. It wil}
be obeerved that the terrible “stab-
bing™ of ths presiding Jodge of
election *‘with a sharp fnstrument,’’

Was, o8 we surmised, the
Ingertion of & pin’ point
in the rear porticn of that

pompons person’a anatomy, by eome
by reaching throogh tbe window,
or possibly by the veracious Jacob
Johnson himself.

Here is the statement of 3 mem-
ber of eubstantial apd respectable
citizens,nlso the affidavit of Geo. W.
Brough, the only representaiive of
the People’s Party among the elec-
tion officiale,and,;whose nams appear-

l'ilff.he names of the
other fudges of election to that in
definite and vagne certifioate which
has appearad twice in our columns

To the Hon. Arthur L. Thomas,
Scoretary of the Ttah Commia.
sion.

Deaxr Brr: We, the undersigneq,
legal voters of Bpring Uity, wonld
rerpectfally call your attention to &
communication from Jacob John-

the
municipal officers for Spring City,
published in the Balt Lake Herald
of the !9th instant,in which the po.
Jygamists, snd people generally,
are seoused of perpetrating frauds

and ontrages wpon the voters,
intimidating and Preventiag
them from voting, and by for-

cibly taking the matter into their
own hands, golng fo tar as to both
threaten and commit violence apor
spme of the judges, and depriving
the people of their iibertier tn gen-
eral at the polls, Now, in bebalf
of the people of Bpring City (paly-
gamists or not polygamists) we re-
spectfully represent to the honora-
ble Uitah Commission that thefr ac-
ocueations are unquaiifiediy false,
snd Mr. Jacob Johnson knows it.
The only wunpleazantness that took

sce at the polls was a few words
caused by-the judges allowing Mr.
Johnson to be in their room, and
geratching the People’s Party ticket,
and writing other names thereon
after the solid tickets had in good
faith been left in care of the judges

vide for the suppression of the
traffic in such things, and the pun-
ishment of those who primt, eell or
ciroulate themt, Section 162 of the
Penal Code provides that

fiRvery person woo wilfully end
jlewdly * * wriles, composes,
stereotypes, prints, publishes, sells,
distribates, kweps for sale or exhib-
ite, any obscene or indecent writing,
r or book & * is
gumy of a misdemeanor.”

Section 3¢ of the City Ordinance
on Crimes and Punishments pre-
vides that:

sApy peraon who ghall sell, elr-
culate or exhibit aay obscene primt,
picture or figure or any obscene Jt.
erature, i * ¢ within
the Jimits of eald clty, shall be liable
to s fine not exceeding one hundred
dollars, or to imprispnment not ex.
ceeding six months, or to both snch
fine and imprisonmeant for each of-
fense.”

In case of a protecntion nnder the
ordinance or statute, the question
would turn on the meaning and
application of the:wsrds ¢fobscens”
znd *indecent.” But if the paper
condemned in Georgia ia obacene
there it 1s obecene here; if if is in-
decent there it is Indscent here.
And it iscertsln thatsuch literadure
18 Injurious to the public morals and
onght not to be circnlated, The City
Marehal wonld find In this matter a
field for nsefalness, and a test case
wonld determine how farthe law
wil snstaln the exhibition apd eale
of tha vulgar trash that draws young
lads to the news-stands ke mo-
Jasses draws flies, The declsion of
the SBupreme Court of the Siate of

and placed in the window, and
everybody else nad been shat oot
and the door locked. When fhi.

alpable ontrage npon the People’s

arty and thelr candidates for offlce
was ascertained,a few words by
way of expostulation were made by
several perzons present on the out-
side of the houre, and no person was
allowed Inside of the polling room,
excepting Mr. Jacob Johngon, And
in order to prevent farther frands of
the kind being perpstrated, some of
ug, the undersigned, took possession
of the People’s Party tickets and
kept them outside giving to overy
one who desired tickets, and
every voter had zll the lbarty to
vote as he pleased without heing in-
timidated, aud the eleclion returns
will show thsat 1564 voles were cast
here last August, while there were
only 139 cast last November for
Delegate to Congress, In regard to
the stabbing complsined of, it was
simply a laughable farce. In the
evening, while the canvassing of the
vates was going on, eome persons or
boys had gathered upder the win.
dow, which was rafsed n little, to
listen to the noneensical remsiks of
the presiding judge, which he was
making &2 be drew the tickets from
the box. While thos engaged, the
presiding judge 81l at onee jomped
up and called out that soms one
cutside had pricked him with » pin
throngh the raised window, which
cansed a general Jaugh both out and
inside the room. It fs plain to be
underatood by every ressonable
mind that Jacob Johneon’s sols ob.
ject 18 to try if possible to influence
the Honorable Commission to nulj.
Ify the muniolpal election held in
this place. Not being able to Ppra-

Georgia will be watched with inte-
rest in many ¢uarters.

THE SPRING CITY HONSENSE.

TaE alleged disturbances at €he
election in Bpring Cily, it must be
evident to every unprejuadiced ob-
perver, turn out to have exlsted
only in the *Libsral” mind and ly-
ing letter of JFacob Johnson. We
have published the resolutions

sent to your honorsble bod

facts, he has resoried to de]fyl’)egi:g
fnlaehooqs, which we are prepared to
substantiate, if required, in any
conrt of investigation, Hence we
ehall expect and do claim ogr rights
a3 Amerlcan oltizens gng legal vot.
ers of this manicipality, and trust
that your houotable body will give
this mattsr due cobslderation, and
we, 83 in dnty bound, will evey i)ray.

John R. Baxter, W. G, B
Peter O. Borreson’, Hang Efllin
Jobn Peterson, Peder Mikkelson,

gton
} Lamon:

1883.

TERRITORY OF UTAH,
Connty of Banpete, }s.s.
Bpring Precinot.

On thia the 18th day of Bepiem-
ber, A, D., 1883, personally apyeared
before me, Launritz Larson, a justice
of the peace In and for Bpring Pre-
oinety County of Banpete, Territory
aforeznid, Georgs W. Brough, who
made oath to the following etate-
ment: I, George W, Broogh, do
hereby ceriify that tho certitlcate
purporting to be given by the
judges of election, and dated at
dpeing City, August 7ch, 1883, and
bearing my signatare, is a misrepre-
gentation of iacte, inasmuch as the
election retorns will show more
voles polled than at the November
election; neither did any party
forclply take the matiter 1nto their
ows hands or threatem ur use any
viclence towards us, or deprive the
people of any of their libertier, The
certificate alluded to was wiliten
and presented for my signature and
signed by me unthoughi.edly, being
weary and worn out by the fatigue
?fb twenty eight hours continuous
abor.

GEo. W. BROUGH.
Bworn and subsoribed to before
e this 13tk day of Beptember,
LaAuriTz LARSON,
Justice of the Peace, Bpring Pre-

clnet.

“FOR MY NAME'S SAKE>

UNDER the above heading the New
York Worid, of 3ept, 15th, publishes
the fullowing special dizpateh:

“Brockville, Ind., SBepi. 24.—For
geveral weeks past a pair of Mor.
mon elders have been presching in
this county % hengver they could se
cure the use of a ochureh or schopl-
house, They epent mach time in
the vicinity of ithe town of Laorel
and were given accommodationa by
Mr. D. W, Adams. They left there
for other flelde, und ou Morday last
Misd Annie, an eightcen-year oid
daughter of Mr, Adsms disappeared
from home. Bsarch was institnted
and she waz found concesled in s
house at Cedar Qrove where the

aod Elder John Alexander wes
bratally assaulted and shof at, had
the following paragraph:

‘“There sre twomen calling them-
selves Klders in the Mormon
Charech stopping in the western
portion of - our coonty. -They hail
trom Utah, and thelr presence here
bodes no good. To toleiate thelr
nefarions preaching is a reflection on
the intelligence of out people, and
unleas the law can be made to reach
them, common decency demands
that they be notifled to go, and
stand not upon the order of their
going, but go at once.”

This ia bat a pample of newepaper
paragraphs, writlen in this land of
civil and religiona liberty, to incite
lawless people to deeds ofruffianism
and intolerance that wonld be a dis-
grace to savages. Here Is intoler-
ance againet preaching advocated as
a virtne, znd that tolerance which
isalike a featura of true religlon
and tke oivil coda of every State in
the Union, denonnced as ¢‘a reflec-
tion npon the lntefligence of the
people.”” Measmarss sare advocated
outside the linea of the law; in

other worda mobocracy iz advised
and incited.

And against whom? Peaceable
men attending to their own business,
whioh ie simply preaching the pure
gospel of the New Testament and

f
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Oct.
T

which such unfair and bratg)
pons are ditecied, Ang 1o,
faithful “Mormon® miaeium'

ed or disabled by such Eavy '\
dozen will be Inspired to pntp.‘
whole armor of Christ, apq o
manfnlly to do and suffe; mp :
needful for His name’s my,,

————
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T  OTHER s

WE haveacquainted oy

the manncr In which yy

Btone Biackwsll was hoodyy,
while in this city -by som, n
who want to raise money fy,
purpose of printing ag apie
won’ paper, and have enmq
of the falsehooda whiey e
to her and which ghe [
facts in the Woman’s i, b
weeka ago thet lady Wiote a Jgffy
the Boston Pos! which py

some senzible remarksg g, ! -
eatde Against the ;7
asked to be allowe y u;m:'
thing on the otherds T p,
gratfled her by pabl

and then editorially ey
follows, premising thiy L5

“other side™” was only e
fwhiol: has enjoyed ahf;

sdministering its ordinances to be- [Ropoly of  readers
lievers. They force themselves into|}a8t  qumarter  of & &
no one’s sooiety; they premch to|Here is the Bostm |

none who do not choose to lisien;
they baptize no one who does not
believe in Jesns Chriat and their
anthority to administer the pite
they interfere with mo one’s fres-
dom, civil or religione, nor do they
invede any perscn’s rights,
Whoy,-then, this advoeaoy and ex-
eroise of force agaivet them? . I[s it
not becanse they preach a doctrine
that cannot be refated, and carry an
inflaence which cannot be explain-
ed away? They are made to suffer

article which wso folly
B.’s asgertions that thers
to copy both:

““The two conflicting

cannot both be true, we

but we maintain that Ganlik
have lived with the Marmm::
months ata lime, agg hm!'
there as impartlal observers toy
that interesiing community, o
to be able to amive at we o
conolasions a8 those who hay
among them, yet apar from

i

for Ohrist’s sake, and are parsecuted
because of the truthwhich they bear.
The World’s heading to the Jispatch
which we have copied 18 pertine.t
and significant, Our Eldera labor
in the spirit of that expression.]
Thoze who receive their testimony

elders wera visiting. She had been
converted and baptizsd into the
‘‘Church of Jeszs Ohrist” by one of
st@ ollets, and had bera 1 Okding
deveral days before she was discover-
ed by her parents. It was with the
ntmoat difficnliy she was persuaded
to réturn to her home, as she was
thoroughly convificed that the
“Church of Jesus Christ” was the
only true faith and she wished to g3
to Ulﬁh-

Last night the elders were found
at the house of Mr. Ellison, in the
Hills, & few miles from Lanrel.
There, abont midnight, they receiv-
ed calls from abont 150 able-bodied
brutes, who ezcorted them to the
woods and msde them strip and sub-
mit to a coating of tar and feathers.
They were then threatened with
Iynching if they did not lesve the
county speedily.

“Able-bodied brutes,”is an ap-
propriats term to be nsed im refer-
ence to the mobbers who are said to

have maltreated two missionaries,
for no other offence than preaching
the gospel and administering the
ordibance of Christian baptism to
& young lady of age toact on her
own judgment and responsibility.

The Elders were performing their
labore within the Kmits of the law,
and were entitled to its protection,
The young Iady had a perfect right
to ohooso her own religion. Bhe be-
lieved, and desited to be bap.
tized. No one had lawfal autho-
rity to prevent her exercige
of that free gency which God has
given to all his children. Her par-
ents had the risht to forbid her
taking any step whieh they eon-
sidersd wrong, if she was nnder the
age st which the law places msjor-
fty, and to use proper inflaence to
indnce her not to do o, even if she
h.d attained her majority. Bat po
one can plead law, scripture or good
reagon for peing violence either to
her or the Eldets who administered
a saored ordinance according to her
request,

‘Tbe poblic mind, is much infam-
ed by unfounded reporta snd wlcked
misrepresentations of the faith and
practices of the Latter.day Baints
which sectarizn preachers and gen.
sational papers have olrealated with
evil intent, The deeds of violence

passed by the citizens in mass meat-
ing, which are good evidence of
this, and now we preeent a stale-
ment made by anumber of legal

Porterson, John
voters of that clty to the Becrelary [ Adder, W, H,
of the Commission, which futther|Calvin w,

Louis M. Christiansen, Davi
Allred, Ozson  Allred, Iz’saac I:Id ﬁi t
bhuiin, Henry L. Acord, Wm.8eott
8. E. Allied, E, A. Billiugton, Nel’
Benson, Henry W. Pagsley, James
Robingon, N, B,
Allred, Robert Binir

that have {beon thet consequenoce
are traceable to thert They are as
much_or more to blame for them
thae ;  the rabble that  have
perpetrated those outrsges, Quite
recently a paper published in Geop.
gla, the 8tate in which Elder Jos-

!

Moore, Geo. 3, Bron gh, d

eph Btanding was foully Smurdered

snd by obedience obtain the assur-
ance of divine acceptance and 8ppro-
batiou, «nweure contupely in the
same ¢ b, really believing and act-
lng upon the Bavior’s saying:

‘‘Blessed are ye when men thall
revile yon and persecule you, and
ahall #ay all manner of evii againsy
you falsely for my sake: Rejolceand
beexoceeding glad, for great is your
reward in heaveu; for so persrecuted
‘they the ?lophe\s which were be-
fore you.”*

And it i3 for this reaason that the
assassinations in Georgia,the tarring
and feathering in Indians, and the
cowardly- violence of mobocrats in
other piaces entirely fail of their
object. The piaces in wilch they
oocur form the most froitful fielde
for mieslonary vork when the pub-
mind has bad time toreflect. All
the enemies of “Mormonism’ can
count a8 the result of their un-
Amerissn, unchristian and anman.-

1

for yeasrs, hating them, bejj
and nursing every story sbog
that-is bad, and enapping ti
ere at all testimouy § 4
favor.- Bome of thoswy
fleve only evii agaiy,
Motmons are undoutiedly %)
tiles ot the highest sy
and nnduesticned Aulegriy,”
statementa are “corroborsted by
the converts from Aormenis:
The teatimony of éeonyerts”
trezcherons, 1:: ganera] cle
ification is inel }x\tm\x
class who Jeft the Motwmen b
they had to, and whoats sl
and mosé importunate o |
nestes, Yot they pass smy
surrounding Gentiles for g
rendcy, and their stories am
taken at their face value,

ing to theege, eays Miw

the DMormons *thate the
quite 83 rnuch ag the Gen
them.”? Why. shouldn’t
They have the best of ress
hating them, ‘Thewhok inf
and attitade of the Gentifes b
invited only hatred 4 supic
They have commitied frig
crimes in the past under ther
ence of religious fanaticen
#tand ready to commit the

Iy teachings and doiogs is the suf-
tering endured in the apirit of
sacrifice- and mariyrdom, for the
Master’s sake, by the oblects or
their violence. It does not stop the
spread of our principles. 1t does not
deter the Elders from petforming
that which they deem to be their
daty. It does not prevent iIn
quiring minds from believing the
oreed that ie thus assailed. It dges
not prove that the caure represent-
ed by tar, feathets, biudgeons, re-
volvers, rifies,.and howling, cursing
raffiane, is Dbetier than the cause
against which T?uch #arguments*
are projected. The preachers apd
papers thst advocate the polioy of
force msake nothing egainst thia
work, But they Ilst themselves
down to the level of the savage, and
rank themselves with the bigots and
pereecutors of all ages who have
fought progress, rejected light, killed

whenr occasicn  serveal®
means the Moantain &
massacre, we Euppose, §
rage for which no rg
could be traced to the
authoritles, It was the ¥
rough men paculiar to all &
large communities, made w
snspicious and desperate bfk
eecntions they had undeg
the killing of thelr prophei#
series of outrages for whih®
the herrible retaliation. I
Mormons as & people, o 68!
considerable portion of des®
ready to Commit [rgld”
again when opportagipes®
agssumption based uph W
contrarien. The tenor ot
justifies rather o totaily G
ference. A presamptiond™
on the partof the Genifle®
much more rational. Whk
Blackwell admits that @

the prophets, tortured the martyrs,
and acted as tools for the devil,

If people do not want to hear
#Mormoniem™ preached they are
not compelled to llsten. If they
thipk it erroneons, they have fuil
liberty and plenty of lawful means
to oppose it. If they do not like the
men who advocate it they can keep
out of their company, and sadvise
others to dp the same. But they
degrade and debese themselves by
advieing brute force, and in the
end they will accomplish nothing
in the direction s&ought, bat
will provoke sympathy for the per-
secuted and raiee inguiry among
many who might otherwise Le ia-

polygamous marriages were
ed In 1882, she declarestbs
were entered into “than’
other Year since the teris
gettled.” Itacems toustm*
s rash statement, for she &yt
thoy are performed beforé XX
witnesses it in very hatilP
them If the partles W
sonsbly cautions

8he has given the Mormod® ll
for being tolerably diacreel}
deubt if she or sny oﬂlEfG;
would be able to prove & &iif!|
of these multitude of marrisg®
Is charged. Common rumo”
basis of the statemen, snd lﬂﬂf‘
romor, where relations belf

different and the sure resnlt will be
converts to the system against

two olasses Bre &G SniSgo
more than llkely to be a cop



