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following discourse is republish

shee NEWS iromfrom the paris idaho
at the request of many readers

act treated and the manner of
ineat nent being deemed of especial

and interest to our elders in
missionaryconary field ED NEWS

it read a portion of a letter which
fixed from our friend the rev mr

abed july 24 1895 which will
irps render unnecessary any further

ion as to why I1 appear jhherebereiere to

ymwit BUDGE paris idaho
dear sir I1 have just returned from

to your discourse at the funeral ot

fattenton will you permitpermit me to ask a
jem otor two along the line of yourgofir remarks
flo youou reconcile your doctrine of the pre

boce of spirits with the stae ments john
A iniii 161816 18 i john 494 9 that christ is the

begottenn son of the father thitthis cannot
as93 you will see to the time when christ

iam into this worworldid otherwise there would
no point iuin saying that god so

ae world etc in the senshinsense in which
it rsas begotten god had only one son

being soapson by adoption when they be
Mristi abs john iiia12 you will easily

dav the uses of the term son are con
alte your book of ready references

etc are a number ot ocher questions
i 14 this letter but as pre existence
1 first referred to I1 will leave the
frationartion otof the communication for

consideration
eulyingving to mr boyd I1 reminded
atheP then very busy season and
abingng no hope by a speedy answer

V ing about a chafee of heart in
when time permitted

aw in public that I1 might possie
a littleittle to the information of our

peopleeppl
existence 1 hahow do I1 reconcile

ie of pre existence with the
1 actfact put forth by christain peo
at god hadbad oulionly one son I1
eterere in a word or two explain ttolo

N bg people especially the man
hee word pre existence pre
V et

1 tthebe word existence
WN

XA liarat with so that kepre exist

ence means before some special exist-
ence or an existence before some-
thingr else the word as applied by us
inin teaching this doctrine means an ex-
istence in another life before this life
was entered upon living before the
present life began we might ask the
question what is under tood by both
latter day saints and christians as to
the origin of man as he now appears
there is a presence manifest in our
present existence a living spirit and a
mortal tabernacle the mortal has in
it the seeds of0 decay it dies the
spirit the latter day saints say is eter-
nal it existed before the creation of
the mortal man it exists in the mortal
being now and it will exist after the
mortal tabernacle has answered his pur-
pose the contention by our christian
friends is that the spirit did not exist
before this present life christ they say
being the only exception the only be-
gotten the only son of god in spirit be
gottongatton and that men and women had no
prior existence to this you young peo
pie will notice the difference the lat
ter day saints believe and the scriptures
teach that the spirit existed before mor-
tality began on this earth and the
christian world say there isis no truth in
the doctrine of the existence of the
spirit before the creation or conception
otoi the body this view brings before
us the idea that when the human body
is conceived the spirit is created that
the beginning otof the life is when
the mortal life commences the diffi-
culty with this is that something that is
eternal isis created by a being subject to
mortality and contradicts the word of
god contained in hebrews xii 9 which
declares that god is the father of our
spirits also numbers xvi 22 which
slates that god is the father of the
spirits of all flesh mortality cannot
aid in creating that which is immortal
and never did our first parents were
created immortal but their transgres-
sion resulted in a change to mortality
and their children were otof necessitynecessiaessit
mortal also turn to john iii 6

that which is bornbom of the flesh is flesh and
that which is born of the spirit isis spirit

if we believe in the scriptures just
quoted we are not in doubr as we are
directly and positively informed that
god not man is the father of our
spirits it is true that the mother of
lesus was mortal but it should be re

that in his earthly life he
partook of our infirmities matt viiivid 17
and was subject to death but
the objector we do not believe that
mortal man and woman can create that
which is immortal but god can create
the spirit when the body is created
we do not presume to determine gods
power we are endeavoring to learn his

holy law to favor the above question
would be to meet another difficulty in
this that god finished his work of
creation on the seventh day including
man while yet of humanity only adam
and eve existed if god creates spirits
when mortal tabernacles are created
then he could not have finished ouon the
seventh day but as to this also he has
not left us in ignorance as I1 will more
fully show you that the spirits of all
flesh were created before the foundation
otof this earth was laid

scripture and reason both guide to the
conclusion that man in mortality and
subject to death cannot assist in creat-
ing a spirit that is immortalit and ever
lasting and that god having created
the spirits of all flesh every effort made
by presbyteriansrians and others in their
teachings to the contrary is but a con-
tention against god and his ways

Is not god the father of all yes
of the spirits of gillall and also in a super-
visory sense but he in his wisdom
employs many agents to fulfilfulfill his pur
poses as indicated by the apostle who
says

Murtherfurthermoremore we have had fathers ofbf our
flesh who corrected us and we gave them
reverence shall we not much rather be in sub-
jection unto the father of spirits and live

while god is the father of all spirits
our earthly fathers are the fathers of our
bodies so that in the working out and
gerfeperfecting

1

of the great plan otof salvation
man aa in the furtherance of gods
purposespurpois

the above quotation should unravel
the perplexity of the position taken by
mr boyd we have no difficulty in
believingdevingbe that spirits live after death
independent of the body why not

i
believe they live before entering into
the body the word of god in refer-
ence to death determines the fact in the
following words

then shall the dust return to liefie earth as it
was and the spirit shall return to god who
gave it eca xu

1

7

in the beginning the sorrit I1 was with
god after the body returns to dust the
spirit returns to him who gave itpre existence was believed in by the
ancients it is not a new doctrine As
a proof otof this I1 direct your attention to
the ninth chapter of st johns gospel
beginning with the first verse which
reads

and as jesus passed by he saw a man which
wasas blind from his birth and his disciples
asked him saying master who did sin this
man or his parents that he was born blind
jesus answered neither hath this man sinned
nor his parents but that the works of god
should be made manifest in him

here we find thatthat the disciples asked a
question which leaves us the ininferenceferencie

a man could sin before he came


