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firemian, through whose good offices
he rode on a train from that point to
Cheyenne. At a late hour on this
night he boarded n west-going traln,
nnd atter it had gone in fhat direc-
tion albout seven miles a stop was
made at a watering piace. Here
Charles was detected by a brakeman,
who gave him the alternative of giv-
ing him a stated sum of money os
being left bohind on the desert. As
he had only a few cents which had
been given him by the German fire-
man, he had to remain, and it was
with a sad heart he saw the train
move off wlthout him. He laid
down in the sage brush, but the
night was eool, and he was only half
elad, being minus his coat. This
situation, " combined with the hard-
ness of his bod and the seeming
hardness of hls fate, drove sleep from
his eyes, and he resumed his tramp
on the desert.

‘In the morning a small quantity
of bread was purchased at a section
house; the tramp was continucd all
day, and nt the next section house
the Inst five cents were spent for food.
Still the march was kept up with the
Intention, if possible, of reaching
another section house, and there
passing the rest of thg night.

After about two hours Charles?
cournge, of which he possesscs a
goodly stock, begnn to voze, owing
to the dreary wildness of his sor-
roundings. He was in the wilder-
ness, far from human habitation,
and darkness covered the scone.
Around him on every side arose the
Aqualls of wildeats and the howls of
coyotes. He was coatless, and the
night, notwithstanding the ad vanced
condition of the season, was uncom-
fortably cool. He felt as if he was
at the mercy of wild beasts and linble
to be devoured by them. After what
he had already passed through thus
far on his journey he felt as if the
limit of human enduranee had been
Teached. Any fenr that he experi-
eneed was soon superseded by a feel-
lng of desperation, until he cared
but )ittle what might become of
him,

The weary pilgrim wandered on,

and the wails and howls of the wild | time.

after him. The situation was not
luxurious, the atmosphere was un-
conifortably cool, and notwithstand-
ing his weariness he slept only n
little by suntches. From one of
these he was startled by a sound of
scratching on the roof of his im-
provised and contracted habitation,
It was evidently done by a wild
animal, but as it uttered no vocal
sound he could not tell ita eharacter.
Having heard that wild beasts were
sometimes frightened by the sudden
brenking upon their ears of the
sound of the human voice, although
he was considernbly scared, he com-
manded the would-be intruder, In
loud tones and in the German lang-
uage, to take a walk.

The result was highly satisfactory;
the soratcher leaped from the tie
strueture and scampered away, to
the great relief of our tramp. As to
whether the result would linve been
the same had the command heen de-
livered in English must be left to
conjecture,

At daybreak Charles resumed his
weary march. He applied for food
at several section houses, but was
unsuccessful In obtaining it. He
became 8o hungry that he gathered
and devoured three or four hard and
dirty erusts of bread that lay around
the hutof a Chinaman. Thissimply
tantalized his desire for food, and he
was only restrained by religious
scruples from breaking Into one of
the section houses, the inmates of
which were absent, and helping
himeelf. The only other relief he
obtained was in the shape of a few
scraps of orange peel which he
found on the ground as he went
along.

The next two dnys were passed in
the same way, a8 no one would ren-
der him any assistanee. On the
third day he became so faint and
weak that he felt he could go no
farther, and as If he must ecol-
lapse and perish. In this condition
he sat down by the side of the rail-
rond track where It traverses the
side of & mountain and gave way to
hls feelings. The tears flowed cop-
fously down his cheeks for some
After his pent up emotiona

animals finally died away in the | had been relicved by this natural

distance. A point of exhaustion
Was reached, however, when he
tould go no farther without rest.
To presceve himself from intrusion
from any feroctous bensts that might

in the same predicament as him-
el —excoodingly hungry—he gath-
ered together a quantity of ties. Of
these he builtn narrow hiding place,

outburst, Charles bowed himself in
prayer, With all the faith he ecould
eommand, and with intense fervor of
soul hecried to hls Heavenly Father
to deliver him from the horrible fate
which appeared to he imminent.
That humble petition received an
immedinte answer. There rested
down upon the poor youth an un-

Into which he crawled, fixing it so |speakable peace and composure, and
88 to closc the entrance n.perturelhe was not only strengthened in|him to, nnd that antoerat repeated
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mind, but a new vigor seemed to
permeate his system. He arose and
wnlked on. He reached a section
house and on koeking at the door
his summons was answered by a
Chinaman, who refused to assist
him. He next went to an adjacent
station house and snt on the porch,
While there a woman came out and
teld him she would give him some-
thing to eat 1f he would fetech her
some watel., He did so, and re-
ceived sufficient food to partially
appease his hunger, His thankful-
ness for and appreciation of this
meal may to some extent be im-
agined, when it 18 considered that
he had subsisted for nearly n week
on one small loaf, a few dirty erusts,
and some orange peel scraps.
VI,

When Charles reached Rawlins
he seraped an nequaintance with
the | German buteher of that place
for an obvious reason; he was in a
condition that had become with him
a chronic complaint—he was hun-
gry. To cause that eondition to be
dispelled, the knight of the cleaver
gave him two long links of hologna
sausage. At the end of one of these
he immediately began operations,
and in nn astonishingly brief time
he had traveled along its entire dis-
tance, causing the elongated article
to vanish. The other he reserved
with the Intention of annihilating it
Inter. He then betook himself to a
coal shed, where he laid himeelf out
for repose.

At midnight the coal shanty slum-
berer was aroused from his sleep by
the sonorous whistle of a locomotive.
Thls is, to the tramp, a signal to get
upand jump. That s what our pll-
grim did, for he was soon located In
one corner of a box e¢ar, where he
reelined the balanee of the nlght.
In the grey light of the early morn-
ing he perceived that he was not
alone. There wasa man {n the op-
posite eormer. He gnzed at him
with a timld eye, presumlng the
fellow to be n brakeman who would
soon order him out. He wnx in re-
turn being regarded with the same
dread suspicion by the stranger, but
a8 the light inereased and was thrown
upon the sulject, they simultanecus-
ly discovered that each belonged to
the same genus—that of the tramp.
They didn*t fall on cach other’
neck, but they felt greatly relieved
by the discovery of a common social
status.

Tihis relicf was short-Hved. A
conductor came nlong and they were
ordered out. Charles did not move
ns rapidly as the train mnn wished



