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CURRENT TOPICS IN EUROPE.

Were It pot ao serious, and were
there wot 8o many wwowmeutuus
fssues at stuke, it would he posi-
tivaly umusiog to see the amount
of gush o which Luropean jour-
oals indulge concerning Cretan
affuirs, while at the same time con-
Jitiuns equally barbarous nre affece-
iog largs masses of the populativn of
central aod western fSurepe.  CFrue
it is that Purkish officers have in-
ficted many atrucitics on 1he hap-
less inhabitants of that beauliful
Medlterranens isle; but there are

somne alleviating  elrcumstances
couopected  with  Cretan  affairs
which do wot extend to the

affiaird of Centrul Europe. In Crete
there Is no pinchiug cvld, oo frozen
limbs, aud no starvation. But when
we LUro our atteution to the inhabi-
tants of more northern Intitudes ww
come face tu face with t(he most
intense nnd alinest universal sutfor-
fng. What pen can describe the un-
tolil misery that at present prevalle
io Austrinn Hungary, in Bohemin,
in Westphulin, and io Belgium? The
government of Germany seems to be
awakening te the iniseries of the
peoPlu, as well as to the dauger that
will certainly menace the Empire
if theee abuses loug continue,

Without doubt the revelution in
Brazil is baviog s powerful reflex
action in Kurope. 'The cariiutures,
represvnting the Sovereigns of the
vArious nations, a8 s Many skaters
skating on thio ice, whilus every nuw
and then one or another breaks
through and disappresrs, bas moore
fouudation in fuct than HAetion. It
18 evident that the rejection of the
anti-gocinlist bill in the Reichstag,
some two weeks ago, has had u
mighty influence over publie
opinion in Europe. The suffer-
ings of the milllons of working
People-—atnrvlng, shivering, dying
o their wretchiodness is begiuning
to influence even the rulers, [t
was indeed 8 bold nct fur the mnemn-
bers of the German Reichstag to
hurl deflapwce at the wovurnineuf.
and virtually threw the anti-social-
ist bill back into PPrince Bismarck’s
fuce. T[he fact that the privce im-
mediately resigoed nis position as
minister of cominerce, which pusi-
tiou is so luthnately counected witl
the interests of laboring men, is
itself significant. This scewms to
have been done with the upprovalof
the Emperor, wlio, while he
wishen to retuin Prioce Bismarck
a8 the leader in the International
uffiirs, seems to wish to lnaugurate
a different internal policy fromn
that pursued by the Lron Chanvel-
lor. The recent poclsmatlons of
the Emperor have taken the people
a8 well as the journalists by surprise.
The issue of these proclamations
without the slghuture of rerponsible
Miniaters s rezarded fu some quar-
ters a8 2N Upncoustitutional act, and
this fuature s much commerited
upon, Therearesoiwe whu claim that
the Empuror is really working in the
jnterests of the laboring classes—
thut he sy mpathizes with the ruffer-
ing he pees arcun:d him, nnd dvsires
to alleviate it as far as possible.
Thers are others who perceive in
all this only an attempt to gain the

'THE DESERET WEEKLY.

favor of the voters and thus prevent
a rouialist trluroph at the evming
eloctions.

The socialist-democrats iu Ger-
many are & great political foree, and
ull thelr energies are directed to re-
forms in the eondition of labwr. The
Iimperor of Germany, llke many
others, no doubt sees that lub.r is
the problem of the dny which must
sgouer or luter be solved if a revolu-
tivm ia to beaverted.

The interpal politics of the Brit-
ish Empire at this time are well
worthy of conosideration. The sur-
render of the fimes in the great
Parnell controverasy 1a a very rigui
fleant strsw whiich shows very plain-
ly the direction of the ‘‘popular
hreeze.” An overybody koows, the
Tumes newepaper poses Jtself .8 the
greatest of uewspapers. [t may be
safely nsserted ~that  the  di-
rectors  and supporters  of the
Times have n  wider peitical,
social aod monied inflnenve than
thuse of any other jouroal on the
face of the globe. KFor many yenrs
they have employed the very best
journulistic taleut available, and
sent correspondents to every quar-
ter of the world. At one period a
word from the Ttmes would elevite
or depress stocls in any of the great
eXchaog«s or money narkets of the
world. Happily that tlime is parsed.
Fhe influence of the {ines gulmin-
atend during the Amerlean civil
war. The Témes had ever been
ultra - couservative; bot It~ was
during that terrible war that
It gave vent to its pent-
up rmge aod plainly showed
ftselfl to be the foo of demo.-ratic in-
stitutions, the voemy of the rights
of man. Bincethen the influenee of
the Thunderer, as ita frlends some-
times atyled it, has been decreasing.
Hociety bad seen it with the mask
off.

The conduot of the Tinmes in the
famous Parwell controversy has not
been such a8 to win frisuds. To
attempt o drive 2 politleal
Jender from  public lile, by
bringiog agaiust him an atro-
cious  charge; to withhold
fromm him ali means of testing or
disproving it; to trade om It for
years, and then when Hoally ex-

osed, to say that the character they

ﬁnd been at such paios to lake
away, wasonly worth forty shillings
($10). This was not conduct to
comtoend itaell to fair-minded men
of aoy party; and in their own in-
terests, the proprietors of the Times
have dune well te desist from it
Although the Purnell commisslon
has not yet mude its report, the
counsel of the 7imes m de ao offer
to Mr. Parnell to give him twenty-
five thousapd ollnrs and pay
the costa of the eommission.
Mr. Paruell’s conduct in neceptiog
the 7¥mes’ offer, instend of pressing
on the activu vindictively, is in
keeping with the dignity aud mayg-
panimity he has show n throughout.
under tbe moest painful ordeal to
which any public mao in Great
Britnin has been subjected duriog
the pregent rentury.

Under these olreumstances it is
not wounderful that what has been
known as “Gludstone’s pelicy? is
gninlog ndherents, The receut elec-

tivn in Glasgow wus virtually a vie-
tory for reform, inssmuch asthe con-
servative majority wins reduced
more than siXx huopdred. It is not
surpriging, themn, to see even Mr.
Balfour chauging his pogition aod
nt the very opening of Parliament
offering a bill for the purchase of
Iande, and the atleviation of Jistress
in the thickly populated districts of
Irelnpd. To some it may svem
atraoge that Mr. Bilfour, who 18
mostly koown by his striogeat rule
over [reland, should be the onwe to
propose n reformy measure. But then
this is wvot the first time that poli-
tivinos have sought to make a vir-
tue of o wvecessity and have acqui-
esced in messures they could oo
longer prevent.

The tenureof land in irelund is in-
deed contrary to tle apirit of the
age; and, to a ceitaio extent, the
enme may be enid of other parts of
the Britieh Islands. The British
traveler on the Continent canecarce-
ly fnil to notice how much more
equitable tihe land is there divided
thao in his own country. Undoubt-
edly,at the close of the Cromwellian
perlod, the British people posgessed
a greater llberty than their conti-
pental weighbors.  But  several
events have transpired since then.
The recoustruction of the Bwiss Re-

ublic has made the land teoure

vtter for her people. The French
revolution, Jike a whirlwind, swept
away the fuudal privileges and ter-
ritorial clnims or clergy and noblea.
Nupuoleon, with his terrible plow-
share war, made havoc with the
aristocratic aut-hills  of German
Counts and Barons, and Iast, but by
oo means least, Italy threw aside
her petty goverotnents. confiacated
Inrge tracts of lund occupied
by the clergy and petty rulers and
then divided the patriivony siong
her ghildren. Che consequence is
that in regard to the tenure of land
Great Britaio is fur behiod her con-
tinental welghbors. The buasted
freedom of Great Britain s little
more than xn shadow s0 long as
thirty thousand laudowners cun say
to the remajuing thirty millions of
their fellow citizens, “'This is our

Iaml. You shall oot til} it,
por shall  you live upen it
without our permission.” But

the tofling millions of Great Britain
and Ireinnd keep asking, “How
id these landow ners get possesslon
of this lupd?? If we o back a few
generations we shall fimd that the
grown held this land, in trust as it
were, for the usv of the common
jeople. Previous to the reign of
Heury VIIL the monusteries held
possesaion of nearly one-th'rd of the
dom«in, but they were only per-
mitted to retain possession of it on
condition that they might be better
uble to relieve the poor. The
abusvs that had crept in uunder
this monastic rule wus a
pretext for Kiog Henry to take
these landg from them. Bul even
this blufl’ moparch dld not dare to
touch that which was considered
private property in the absolute
sunge Used at the preseot time.
From the earfiest days the priuciple
of alrolute ow bership was unk nowo.
The nobies held the laod jo
trust from the crown, and for



