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were it not so serious and were
there ootnot so many momentous
issues at stake it would be posi-
tively amusing to see the amount
of gush in which european jour-
nals indulge concerning cretan
affairsairs while at the same time con
actions equally barbarous are afflec
ing largolarge masses of the populationtiou of
central antiand western europe rruefrue
jt is that durkish officers have in-
flicted many atrocities on the hap-
less inhabitants of that beautiful
mediterranean isle but there are
some alleviating aces
connected with cretan affairs
which do not extend to the
affair of central europe in crete
there is no pinching aldcuad no frozen
limbs audand no starvation but when
we turn our attention to the inhabi-
tants of more northern latitudes we
come face to face with the most
intense and almost universal suffer-
ing what peupen can describe the un-
told misery that at present prevails
in austrian hungary in bohemia
in westphalia and in belgium thefhe
government of germany seems to be
awakening to the mimiserieseiserleserle of the
people as well as to the danger chathat
will certainly menace the empire
if these abuses long continue

without doubt the revolution in
brazil is having a powerful reflex
action in europe thefhe caricaturescan agures
representing the sovereigns of the
various nations as so many skaters
skating on thin ice while every now
and then one or another breaks
through and disappears has more
foundation in fact than fiction it
la evident that the rejection of the
anti socialist bill in the reichstag
some two weeks ago has had a
mighty influence over public
opinion in europe the suffer-
ings of the millions of working
people starving shivering dying
inin their wretchedness is beginning
to influence even the rulers it
was indeed a bold act furfor the mem-
bers of the german reichstag to
hurl dedefiancedeblance at the governgovernmentmen t
and virtually throwthrew the antiautiantisocialsocial

bill back into prince Bis marcks
face the fact that the princenee im-
mediately resigned his position as
minister of commerce which posi-
tion is so intimately connected witiabiti
the interests of laboring men is
itself significant this seems to
have been done with the approval of
the emperor who while he
wishes to retain prince bismarck
as the leader in the international
afraaffairsirs seems to wish to inaugurate
a different internal policy from
that pursued by the iron chancel-
lor the recent proclamations of
the emperor have takertakeni the people
as well as the journalists by surprise
the issue of these proclamations
without the signature of responsible
ministers is regarded in some quar-
ters as an unconstitutional act and
this feature Is much commented
upon thereTherthereaseeareare some who claim that
the emperor is really working in the
interests of the laboring classes
that he sympathizes with the suffer-
ing he sees around him and desires
to alleviate it as far as possible
there are others who perceive in
allah this only an attempt to gain the

favor of the voters and thus prevent
a socialist triumph at the coming
elections

the socialist democrats in ger-
many are a great political force and
all their energies are directed to re-
forms in the condition of labor therhe
emperor of germany like many
others no doubt sees that is
the problem of the day which must
sooner or later be solved if a revolu-
tiontio n is to be aaverted

the internal politicslesofof the brit-
ish empire at this time are well
worthy of consideration the sur-
render of the times in the great
parnell controversy is a very signi
scant straw which shows very plain-
ly the direction of the popular
breeze As everybody knows the
amee newspaper poses itself as the
greatest of newspapers it may be
safely asserted that the di-
rectors and supporters of the
times have a wider porticalpolitical
social and donled luene than
those of any other journal on
face of the globe for many years
they have employed the very best
journalistic talent available and
sent correspondents to every quar-
ter of the world atoneat one period a
word from the limes would elevate
or depress stocks in any of the great
exchangesexchangesoror money markets of the
world happily that titimenoe is passed
phe influence of the times culmin-
ated during the american civil
war the times had ever beenlieen
ultra conservative but it was
during that terrible war that
it gave vent to its pent
up rage and plainly showed
itself to be the foofoe of demo ratio in-
stitutions the enemy of the rights
of matiman since then the influence of
the as its friends some-
times styled it has been decreasing
society had seen it with the mask
off

the conduct of the times in the
famous parnell controversy has not
been such as to win friends to
attempt to drive a political
leader from public life by
bringingbrin glog againstagairist himfilm an atro-
cious charge to withholdwith hold
from him all means of testing or
disproving it to trade on it for
years audand then when finally ex-
posed toV say that the character they
had been at such pains to take
away was only worth forty shillings

10 this was not conduct to
commend itself to fair minded men
of any party and in their own in-
terestste rests the proprietors of the times
have done well to desist from it
although the parnell commission
has not yet mauemade its report the
counselcounselorcoun of the times m dedeauan offer
to mr parnell to give him

thousand dollars and pay
the costs of the commission
mr ParnelPs conduct in accepting
the times offer instead of pressing
on the action vindictively Is in
keeping with the dignity and mag-
nanimitynanimity he has shown throughout
under the most painful ordeal to
which any public man in great
britain has been subjected during
the present century

under thenetheme circumstances it is
not wonderful that what hasbas been
known as Gladgladstonestones policy 91 is
gaining adherents the recent elec

tion in glasgow was virtually a vic-
tory for reform inasmuch asaa the con-
servativeserva tive majority was reduced
more than sixaix hundred it is not

I1 surprising then to geefee even mr
balfour changing hishie position and
at the very opening of parliament
offeringDg a hillbill for the purchase of
laudslands undand tiete alleviation of distress
in the thickly populated districts of
ireland to some it may seem
strange that mr balfour who is
mostly known by his stringent rule
over ireland should be the one to
propose a reform measure but then
this is not the first time that poli-
ticians have sought to make a vir-
tue of a Decessnecessityity and have acqui-
esced in measures they could no
longer prevent

the tenure ofland in ireland is in-
deed contrary to the spirit of the
age and to a certain extent the
same may be said of other parts of
the british islands the british
traveler on the continent can scarce-
ly fail to notice how much more
equitable the laudland is there divided
than in his own country

the close of the
period the british people possepossessedsmi
a greater liberty than their conti-
nental neighbors but several
events have transpired since then
the reconstruction of the swiss re-
public has made the land tenure
better for her people the french
rcrevolution like a whirlwind swept
away the feudal privileges and ter-
ritorialritorial claims ot clergy and nobles
napoleon with hisbis terrible plow-
share war made havoc with the
aristocratic ant hillsbills of german
counts and barons and last but by
no means least italy threw aside
her petty governments confiscated
large tracts of land occupied
by the clergy and petty rulers and
then divided the patrimony among
her children rhefhe CODconsequencesequence is
that in regard to the tenure of land
great britain is far behind her con-
tinentaltin neighbors the boasted
freedom of great britain is little
more than a shadow sosn long as
thirty thousand landowners can say
to the remaining thirty millions of
their fellow citizens this is our
land you shall not till it
nor shall you live upon it
without our permission but
the toiling millimillions of great britain
and I1relandireland keep asking how
did these landowners get possession
of this land if we go back a few
generations we shall find that the
crown held this land in trust as it
were for the use of the common
people previous to the reign of
henry villVIII the monasteries held
possession of nearly onethone th rd of the
domain but they were only per-
mitted to retain possession of it on
condition that they might be better
able to relieve the poor the
abuses that had crept in under
this monastic rule was a
pretext for king henry to take
these lands from them but even
this bluff monarch did not dare to
touch that which was considered
private property in the absolute
sense tidedaped at the present time
from the earliest jays the principle
of absolute owownership was uunknowndown
rhe nobles held the land in

trust from the crown and for


