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how would you like to be in your
prime at seventy six years of abeto be
ablebie to ddo0 as much work as you do now
at thirty arid to get more and more out
ot li le as the 3aaseat S go on I1 know otof a
manewt who is having such an experience
I1iliad a chat with h m this afternoonater noon in
the edieditorial rooms of the new york
am his name isi s chailes A dana
and be is as you know oneme of the most

meninen of our country bormorefor more
than fifty years mr dana has been one
of the Cci cef molders of public opinion
inm the united states and today his mind
is13 as bright and his step is as quick as

his fair complexion is
rosy be has but few wrinkles abad his
only sign of old t ge is in the silver

strands of hisbis beard and hair more
thanihan hisbis soul is as young as hiswybody hehestalst 11 likes a glod joke and
canam teutell a goodglod story he can feel ane

baudesbeaaies otof a lyric poem as deeply as a
evang man lnin love and can at the sameame
time appreciate t he susublimitysuo limity of t he epics
which hebe publishes every sunday in hisbis
column or01 poems reading 11

mr dana dresses like a yyoungoung man
he is I1 judge fond cf good clothesclothe

in hisbis pantaloons are well

marked ardad hisbis silk bat is of the latest
the necktie he wore when I1

metamt him today was as red as the comb
otof one of bh s h rock roosters
and the cane which he picked up as we

leftiti the office I1 couldifould see was carried
fhoser as a habit than as a means otof sup
aart mrkar dana has a young appetite
heertsCA well and drinks welwed his chielchief
meal is his dinner and his cook I1 am
atoff is I1aj famous french chief he in-k en

S his vavacations like a young man heae
ipworks only while at the office spending
bisaa leisure at hisbis country home on long
island he has there one of the finest
privatevate collections of trees and shrubs
inin the world green housesbouses in

neb tropical plants are seen at their
boltbest all the yearvear round and mushroom
cellars in tunnels where mushrooms can
be gathered from october to may itt is
ana form that he spends hisbis morningsafevenings and herebere Y sunday he

makaaft a jayday off and amuses himself with
bithi trees and his grandchildren he
Spapas only about six hours of each day
atslicedhe office coming there at inx a in

at 4 his work on the sun
aft made up of editing and sug

hefie keeps his eyes on every
otf the paperaper and reads mostsy

ofa wooffj
etwas at the close of his work that I1

escaged by appointment at the office otof
the sunSM and a moment later I1 wa in
die0 sattumaecium of the editor in chiet this
WMwas a0 little room not bigger than an or-
dinary hail bed room with a window

on city mallI square mr
itemdona sat in front of the window at a
flat topped walnut dekdeck with a pile of
woofs before him he laid down his
baoeam pencilpeDal as I1 entered and gave me a
so 1 mymr first question wasas as to thezisflajs vita ity I1 asked him how
biga aagetedid to keep so young

nt it was the reply
you know a good constitution

and my ancestors have generally lived
to a glgi od oldaldageage I1 suppose my youth
is somewhat due to inheritance though
it may be that hard work has something
to do with it for I1 put in about six hourshour
every day I1 sleep at least eight hours
every n and I1 am careful not to eat
tttO0 much I1

but mr dana looking young and
feelingeeling young are differdifferenttnt things 1I

v onder if you enjoy lile as much now as
A h n you were oung

I1 know I1 do in some respects lepiedmr dana 1I can aappreciatePpreci ate some
things more now than I1 used to but I1
thought you wanted an interview are
you interviewing me nonow

yes said I1 there are many
youn men ano would like to be able to
do at seventy six what you are doing
now would
livelivelonglong and keep well I1 am lorty one
and I1 can tell you that I1 would give a
good deal to learn how I1 could livejive
thirty five years longer and feel as well
as you do when I1 got to that point

well replied mr dana 1 I real y
think I1 et asab much tunfun out of lilelife as I1
t ver did I1 have more pleasure from
books and more from the learning or01
new things my etenjoyment fr m child-
ren has steadily increased they are

genuine things of the wrid
and the pleasure of association with
them is a real pleasure I1 have now
thir eenbeet grandchildren

suppose you hadbad to start over again
v r dana wouldwoud ou select the news-
paper lorfor yoursotir afe work

1 I dont know was the reply my
first ambition was to be a parson or a
college professoror I1 looked forward to
the day when I1 would have a pulpit and
could preach I1 think I1 chuld have
made a fairly good college
aliw hy as it is I1 have been a professor

for a good part I1 my litelife
how is atiat mr dana I1 asked

1I have classes in my home we have
had a number of social clubs there for
the study olof and
and I1 have led themahem for several
we devoted ourselves to dante study

1 ing him in the original italian then a
year or so ago I1 had a class studying the
icelandic languages and we have also
worked at other tonguess 1

how about the russian Mmrr danodana
I1 understand that youou have taken up thatteat
mostmort difficult language 11

1 I am now able to read the russian
was the reply 1 I visitvisiteda Rusrussiatsia a year
or so ago and I1 find that I1 can get along
in speaking the language as far as ordi-
nary matters are concernedconce ined I1 can read
anythingany thing in russian with a slight use of
the dictionary I1 keep some russian
books by me and when I1 have ten min-
utes to spare I1 read a little here isis my
russian dictionary here mr dana
picked lpip a book out of a case at his
side andan rl there pointing to another
are some russian fables which I1 am nonoww
reading

where do you get your dinguis ic
faculty mr dana

1dantI know replied the man of
manymanx languages unless I1 was born
with it when I1 was eleven years old
I1 was working in a store in buffalo we
hadbad among our customers many seneca
indians I1 picked up much of their
language from talking with them we

had also many germans at buffalo I1
learned something of the german lan-
guage and later on when I1 went to
harvharvardr d college I1 found no trouble at
all in acquiring the german pronuncia-
tion

you are a college bred man mr
dana Is a college education a necessity
10i 0 the making of a good journalist

1 I1 think it is a good thing forforaa man to
have a college education replied mr
dana but I1 dont think it is a neces-
sitys ty A college bi ed man has a better
trained mind and as a rule he can use
hisbis faculties to better advantage still thetoyt oy who is sellI1 educated often surpasses
him who is coll ge bred it depends
upon the person it he has it in him hebe
will be successful if not he wont

please give me a word of advice for
the young newspaper men of today
what should they do to succeed

tell the truth and shame the devil
replied the editor ct f the sun

how about wages in newspaper
work have not the bard times affected
them

61 dont think they have in this office
though I1 am told thathat they have in otheroiher
places ane forces have been cuti ut down
as well as the wages here in the sun
our n en stay with us for yearayear we
have the merit system and some of our
b st mt n have gone in as office boys
the office boy of toeane sunsuit has a chance
to become managing editor if he can
show that he is the best man for the
place f

but the pay of newspaper men of to-
day must be tarfar better than it was when
you were young mr dana said 1Iyes was the reply it is for
some otof my first newspaper work I1 re

5 a week this was when I1 was
twenty five years old and was one otof the
editors otof the Chrono type otof boston
A little later on I1 came to new york to
be ci y editor of the tribune my
wages then were xo10 a wee alterr
annile I1 was raised to 2020 a week and
at last when I1 became managing editor
of the tribune I1 was given an i
salary with mr Gregreeneyeiley recedingrecehing 5050 a
week

I1 here referred to mr danas connect
ton with presidenttnt lincoln as assistant
secretary of war and asked mr dana
why he had nvnnevervtr again acceptacceptedtd office
and whether hebe had not had ambition to
be a high public official he replied

no I1 do not care torfor such things I1
have always thought it best to suckstick to
the newspaper though I1 suppose I1
could have had official positions had I1
desired them I1 could have brenanister to russia under president lincoln
but when I1 looked into the matter I1
found that it would cost me nearly

a year to keep up the proper
siy e of stsi petersburg and that my
salary would only be a year it
did not take much figuring to see that
I1 could not afford that

what has become of the weekly
newspaper mr dana such papers
have not the great circulation which
they hadbad in the past

no the great weekly is no more it
has baenbeen killed by the low prices of
paper and the cheapening of newspaper
making people will not cribe for a
weekly whenhen they can get a daily iromfrom
their own territory at from i to 3 cents a
day rifen I1 left the new york tribune
its weekly had a circulation of
I1 doubt if it has half that number
today


