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MISCELLANEOUS.

MR. DaNa OF THE SUN.

Copynghted, 18:7, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
New York CiTv, August 24th, 18g7.

How would you like to be in your
prime at sevenly-six years of age—to be
able to do as much work as you do now
at thirty and to get mote and more out
of li e as the yeais go on? | know ot a
man who is having such an experience
I had a chat with h m this a'ternoon in
the editorial rooms of the New York
Sun. His name 15 Conatles A, Daua,
and he is, as you know, oue of 1he most
inflyential men of our country. Formore
than fifty years, Mr Dana has been one
of the ciief molders ol public opinion
in the United States, and tocay his mind
is as bnight aud his ttepis as quick as
that o a boy His fair complexion is
be has but few wrinkles awd his

rosy, : :
ien of old ~ge I8 in the sjlver
?.':-Lyné:g of bis beard and hair, More

is, his scul 1s as young as his
i)]:')adny.mfle stIll Likes a guod joke and
can tell a geod story. He can feel tne
beauljes of a iyric poem as deeply asa
young man in love, and can at the rame
time appreciate:he sunlimity of Ihe' epics
which ke publishes every Sunday in his
column oi *‘Poems Wor:h Reading.”?
Mr. Dana dre:ses like a young man.
He is, [ judge, tond f good cioihe-.
The cieases In bis pantaloons are well
marked and bis silk hatis of the latest
style. The necklie he wore when I
met him today was as red as the comb
ot one of h s Plymou b Rock roosters,
and the cane which he picked up as we
left the office I.could see was carried
rather as a habit than as a means ol sup-
rt. Mr. Dana has a ycung appetite.
?loe eats well and drinks we l, 15 chiet
meal is his dinner, and his cook | am
id, is a famous French chief, Heeén-
joys his vacations like a young man. ‘te
works only while at the office, spending
his leisure at his country home on Long
Island. He has there one of the finest
private collections of trees and shrubs
in the world. He has green houses in
which tropical planis are seen attheir
best all the year round and mushroom
c=ilars in tunnels where mushroomscan
be gaihered from October to May, Jtis
on kLis {arm that ke spends his mornings
and evenings, and bere evely Sunday be
takes a duy off and amuses himself with
his trees and his grandchildren. He
spends only about six hours of each day
at the office, coming tbere at i1 a.m
and leaving at 4. His work on the Suu
is largely made up of eduing and sug-
gesiing. He keeps his eyes on every
. dcparunentfof the paper and reads most
e proof.
OfI:hwag at the close of his work 1hat [
cailed by sppointment at the ofhce of
the Sun. ana a moment laier [ was in
the sancium of the editoi-in-chiel. This
was z litile room not higger than an or-
dinary haill bed room, witha window
looking out on City Hall Square. Mr.
Dana sat in front of the window ata
flat-topped walbut de:k, with a pile of
proofs before him. He laid down his
lue pencil as I entered and gave mea
seat My first question was as 19 the
secret of his vita ity. 1 asked him how
he managed 10 keep so young.
“I dun’t manage it,”’ was the reply.
*‘l have, you know, a good constituiion,

and my ancestors have generally lived
to a geod old age. | suppose my youth
is somewhat due to inhertance though
it may be that hard work has someihing
to do with it, for | put inabout six hours
every day. [sleep at least eight hours
every n ght, and [ am careful not to eat
t. o much.,”

“‘But, Mr. Dana, looking young and
feeling onung are different things |
wonder if you enjoy life as much now as
wh n you were young.

*Ikouw I do in some respects, rep’ied
Mr. Dana 1 cau appreciate some
thiogs more now then I used to. But |
theught you wanied an interview. Are
you interviewing me now >’

“Yes,”” said I. **There are many
youn; men wno would liketo be able to
do at seventy-six what you are doing
rowx. They would like to know how to
live long and keep well. [amforiy-one,
and I can tell you that [ would givea
good deal tolearn how I counld iive
thirty-live years longer, and {eel as well
as you do when I got to that point,”’

“Well,” replied Mr. Dana, ““I real y
think [ Let as mucn fun out of lite as I
tver did. I have more pleasure from
books and more from the learning o
new things. My e joyment fr.m chile-
ren has sieadily increased. They are
the most genuine things of the warid
and the pleasure of asiociation with
them is a real pleasure, I have now
thir een grandchildrep,’”

*‘Suppose you had to start over again,
* r. Dana, wou'd you select the news-
papet lor your l-fe work?*

*I don’t know,” was the reply. *My
first ambiion was to be a parson or a
cullege prof.ssor, [ looked forwardto
the day when [ would bave a pulpit and
could preach. [ think [ shculd have
made a farly good college pio‘essor.
“ hy, asit is, | bave beena professor
fora good part t my life.”’

“How is that, Mr. Dana?’’ { asked.

I have cl.sses iu my home We have
had a number of socjal clubs there for
the study of languages and literature
and [ have led them Fot se seral ye-rs
we devoled ourselves to Danie, study-
ing him in the original [talian Then a
year of so ago [ had a class studying the
icelandic languages, and we have aiso
worked at other tonguzs.”’

‘‘How about the Russian? Mr, Dana?
I'understand that you have taken up that
most difficult tanguage **

“I am now able to read the Russian,*’
was the reply. I visit-a Rus:ia a year
or s0 ago, and [ find that Ican get along
in sgpeaking the lanvuage as far as ordi-
nary matlers are concerned. I can tead
anything in Russian with a slight use of
the dictionary. I keep sume Russian
books by me, and when [ have ten min-
utes lo spare [ read a little. Here is my
Russian dictionary, (Here Mr. Dana
picked 1 p a book out of a case at his
side } And there (pointing to another,)
are some Russian fables which [ am now
reading.”’

‘““Where do you get your linguis ic
faculty, Mr Dana?”

“I'den® know,'* replied the man ol
nlany languages, ‘‘unless 1 was born
with it. \When I was eleven years old
I was working in a store in Buflalo, We
had among our customers many Seneca
Indians. I picked up much of their
language from talking with them. We

had also many Germans at Buftalo. I
learned something of the German lan-
guage, and later on, when | went to
Harvard Coilege. [ found no trouhle at
all in acquiring 1the German pronuncia-
tion.**

“You are a college-bred man, Mr.
Dana. Is acollege educalion a necessity
10 the making of a good journalisi?’

“1 think it is a good thng for A man to
have a college educaiion,” replied Mr.
Dana. *‘But I don’i think it is a neces-
sity. A college-bred man has a better .
trained mind, and as a rule he can use
bis faculiies to better advantag~, still the
toy who is selt-educated often surpasses
him who Is coll:ge bred It depends
upon the person, Il he hasit in him he
will be successiul; if not, he wont.”

““Please give me a word of advice for
the young newspaper men of Loday.
What skould they do 10 succeed?”’

©Tell the truth and shame the devil,”
replied the editor «f the Sun

“How about wages in mnewspaper
work? Have not the hard times aflecied
them?"’

‘I don’t think they have in this office,
though I am told 1hat 1hey have in other
places. Tne forces have been (ut down
as well as the wages. Here n the Sun
our men stay wib usfor years, We
have the merit system, andsome of our
b-st men have gene in as office -boys.
The office boy of tne Sua has a chance
10 become manag.ng editor if he can
show that heis the best man for the
place **

*‘But the pay of newspaper men of 10-
day must be far better than it was when
you were young, Mr. Dena," said L.

“Yes,” wes the reply; “it is For
some ot my first newspaper work [ re-
ceived f5a week This was when [ was
twenty-five years old, and was one ot the
editors ol the Chronotype ot Boston.
A linle later on I came to New York to
be ciy editor of the Tnbune, My
wages then were $£1o a wee:. Alter
awnile I was raised to fzo a week, and
at last, when | b:came managing edior
of the Tribune, I was given an «qual
salary with Mr. Greeley, receiving 350 a
week.

I here referred to Mr. Dana's connec-
ton with President Lincoln as assistant
secretary of war, and asked Mr. Dana
why he h:d never again accepted office.
and whether he had not had ambliion to
be a high public official. He replied:

‘ No, I do not care for such things. 1
have always thought it best to suck to
the newspaper:, though I suppo:e I
could have had official positions had [
desired them [ could have b:ea min-
ister to Russia under Prestdent Lincola,
but when I locked into the matter I
found tbat it wculd cost me nearly
£40,000 a_year 1o keep up the proper
sty ¢ ot St. Peteisburg, and that my
salary would only be fi15,000 a year. It
did not take niuch figuring to see that
I could not afiord that.”

"What has tecome of the weekly
newspaper, Mr. Dana? Such papers
have not the great circulation winch
they bad in the past.”?

“No, the great weekly is no more. It
has been killed hy the low prices of
paper and the cheapening of newspaper
making People wiil pot sudreribe for a
weekly when they can get a daily from
their own territory at from 1 to 3 cents a
day. Whenl leftthe New York [ribune
its weekly had a circulation ot 130,c00.
I doubt If it has halfl that number

today.”



