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one conference with headquarters in

here all the elders at
tended our gatherings pleased to meet
after a six months lonely tramp among
the bills and dales we have eighteen
missionaries now in this field and
while the results of their labors as far
asaa new baptisms are concerned are not
as gratifying as in otner parts of the
mission they have certainly been the
means of bringing the wordward of god to
many homes for the first time and we
have good reasons to hope that their
faithful efforts will bear fruit in the
future As in sweden we are here
trying to sendsen the glad tidings to the
far north two otof our brethren hadbad
labored in a city lying 70
degrees north latitude over 1200 miles
north of during the sum-
mer and two others were sent thither
this fall there are two months of the
year during which the suneun does not
shine at all in this place while it
shines continually during the summer
season or a portion thereof before
coming to the spring conference our
brethren expect to push as far north
asa hammerfestHammerfest the worlds north-
ernmost city bearing testimony
to the restoration of the gospel ol01af
jesus christ considering the hardbard
winters deep snows the difficulties of
travel among the norwegian moun-
tains the scattered condition of the
saints and the lonely stretches of pine
decked country over which the elders
must go they are remarkably cheerful
and willing in the performance of the
latla or of love in whichwb ich they are en-
gaged

I1 must say that the trip through the
mb was a delight to me theaonthe con-
dition of the conferinoconfereno and the
reports of the elders from the various
branches indicated a satisfactory
growth and witnessed that there is a
splendid feeling among the thousands
of saints who reside in these lands

we have a corps of one hundred
elders now in the field of whom it
may be said that they are asais a rule in
the possession of the spirit of their call-
ing showing a desire to obey the
councounselsbels of the presiding priesthood
being zealous in spreadingprea dlug the truth
laborilaboringcg diligentlydiligent and with honor for
the cause to which they have dedicated
themselves when we consider the
sacrifices made by them and their
families and friends we are immedi-
ately struck with the magnitude of the
work done by the latter day saintssainte for
their religion no other community
on earth have faith enough in their
professions to do the same neither
would the saints were itis not lorfor the
knowledge possessed by them that god
is the founder of their faith

during the year 1892 there were
me oi be B added to the church in this
mission by baptism we are enczur
agedagea in our labors and thank god for
prospering the good work prejudice
is vanishing before the testimonies of
our elders and as people learn to
know the latter day saints better we
gain influence among all classes our
people are not as unpopular now as
formeformerly and in many cases our elderaeiden
are treated with quite as much respect
as priests of the established church

there are many thousands in this
mission who have not yet heard the
Gosp eland while our new membership
gained each year does not seem large
it can not be questioned that the work
of god is prospering in scandinavia

the winter here laIs the most severe
that has been experienced for twelve
years past therhe ice on the
IRiiii Bfiveve feet thick soBO that people may
walk from swedessweden to denmark over
the water asaAs a result of the alvere
weather there is untold suffering
among the poor

with love to all at home I1 remain
yours truly

JOSEPH christensen
copenhagen denmark february

ath 1893

AN ANCIENT BOOK

it is now genegenerallyraily conceded that
about the year A BD 1000 leif erik
SOD or eric the fortunate and other
north men visited the coast of north
america somewhere in the neighbor-
hood otof nova scotia this fact givesgive
special interest to the ancient record
now being brought to the worlds fair
as described in the subjoinedsubjoined article
from a danish publication the trans-
lation of the article named lais as fol-
lows

copenhagen jan 10 1893 it is
not commonly known that in the great
royal library in this city can be found
a book in which gives the
only true tainformationformation regarding the
original discovery of america it is
from tie fourteenth century and was
written by two icelander priests it
contains the norwegian kings ancient
history I1 with history
this old book or writing will
now be brought conspicuously
before the public it will be sent
to wetoe worldsworldla fair in chi-
cago this old book which tois named
FiatoFlato bogen or the flato book is writ
ten on the very finest parchment with
fine drawings the book Is
supposed to havebeen written between
the years 1370 and 1380 over
years before columbus discovered
america and the authors are two
priests from the island flato located
in the boocbocC tiled Brede fjorden in westwelt
luicelandelaud their names were magnus

and jon Thor clarson
As said it contains the ancient his-

tory of the kings of norway but the
most interesting is the ancient history
of TrygTrygveson tolo which is added the
history of erik the redbed and his sunatou
leif erikson commonly called erik
the fortunate

in the year erik the redbed started
out from iceland he steered west-
ward and discovered greenland but
his son erik with the name later
given him the fortunate went back
tolu iceland and took auanerber voyage to

belby olav Trygve eonson
was eonaverted and became a carlatian
on request ot king totogogo
back to greenland for the purpose of
converting the heathen but on his
voyage a strong wind drove him south-
ward and in the year 1000 he discov-
ered years before columbus
landed what he called the wine
land the exact spot where leif
landed hasbag been to some extent a dis-
puted question among learned men
but it is now almost certain that liit
could not have been more than 49 de-
grees north and perhaps a shortabort dis-
tance south otof newfoundland two
professors unknown tj one another
nave both come to this
the two scientific men are a professor

in astroastronomyDomy n of
norway and a captain in the

united states marine and superin-
tendent of the observatory in wash-
ington

there is clear proof of leif the
tunates discovery of america and it
will be of great interest especially to
the american people as they can now
see for themselves when the old book
arrives at the worlds dairinpair in chicago
many american professors in science
have doubted the existence of that
great book the worldsworldis fair will be
opened with jubilee for columbus and
great preparations are made for a spec-
ial exhibition of articles formerly
belonging to him or in a y way con-
nected with him and his discovery it
is no wonder then that it was a general
wish to honor the original discoverer
of america and bring as complete an
exhibition as possible concerning the
same but in order to have the ex-
hibitionhibihihi tion complete it was absolutely
necessary to have the skidsaid flato book
represented and the united states
through correspondence with the au-
thoritiesties in denmark attempted to
secure the loan of the book the
librarian lord brunnbrann refused to have
it go out of the library but through
the Kultus ministry the request waswaa
granted an american man of war
will be sent the object being to bring
the flato book

dr phil valtyr gudmundson has
agreed to accompany the americans
over and will go to chicago allail his
expensesexpenseswillwill be paid by the united
states government he will have to
give a full explanation of the contents
of the great book at the chicago ex
hibithibi luntion it will be waitwatchedched with great
care and be placed lain a building erect-
ed especially for that purpose sur-
rounded on three sidesaides by lake michi-
gan united states soldierssol diera will be on
guard night and day the book is
insured by the united states govern-
ment for kr when the united
states man of war arrives in copen-
hagen the tra oser of the book will be
done in this manner from the great
royal library it will be handedbanded to the
kultus ministry and from there to the
ministry on foreign affairs they will
hand it over to the Asneamericanrican ministry
to denmark and he will turn it over to
the captain of the ship

ST GEORGE TEMPLE NOTICE

the temple at st george will closecloae
on friday march and reopenre open
for the performance of ordinances on
tuesday april 1893

JOHN D T
ST GEORGE pebfeb 10 1893

RETURNED ELDER

elder M L corbett of kamas
summit county waswaa in bait lake to-
day justjuat having returned from a
mission to the northwestern states for
which part of the country he left hlahis
home on the slat of march 1891 the
firstbrat three mouthsmonths of hisbia mission were
spent in southern illinois the re
bainder of his missionminion wasiwas spent in
indiana elder corbett did not enjoy
the beat of health but performed good
work notwithstanding


