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one couference, wilh headquarters in
Christiania, Here all the Elders at-
tended our gatherings. pleased to meet
after asix months’ lonely tramp among
the hillsand dales. We have elzhteen
migsivnaries now in this field, and
while the results of their iabors, as far
as new baptisms are concerned, are not
as gratifying as in other partsof the
mission, they bave certainly been the
means of bringing the werd of God to
many homes for the first time, and we
have good reasons to hope that their
taithful efforts will besr fruit in the
futare. As in Bweden, we are here
irying to sen! the glad tidings to the
far North, Two of cur brethren had
labored in Tromso, a city lying 70
degrees north latitude, over 1200 miles
north of Christiania, during the sum-
mer, and two others were sent thither
this fall. There are two months of the
year carlog which the sun does not
shine at all in this place, while it
shines continually during the summer
season or a portion thereof. Before
coming tn the spring conference our
brethren expect to push as far north
as Hammerfest, the world’s north-
ernmost city, bearing testimcny
to the restoration of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Considering the hard
winters, deep snows, the difficulties of
travel among the Norweglan moun-
taipe, the scattered condition of the
Baintsand the lonely stretches of pine-
decked eountry over which the Klders
must go, they are remarkably cheerrul
and willing in the performance of the
latorof love in which they are en-
gaged.

I must say that the frip through the
mi=sion was a delighbtto me, The con-
dition of the conferenc , and the
reports of the Elders from the various
branches, indicated a satisfactory
growth, and witnessed that there is a
splendid feeling among the thousands
of Baints who reside in theze lands.

We have a corps of one hundred
Elders now in the field, of whom it
may be said that they are as a rule in
the possesgion of the spirit of their call-
ing, showing a desire to obey the
counsgels of the presiding Priesthonod,
being zealous in spreading the truth,
laboring diligently and with honor for
the cause to which they have dedicated
themseives. When we consider the
eacrifices made by them and their
families and friends, we are immedi-
ately struck with the magnitude of the
work done by the Latter-day Baints for
their religion. No other commupity
on earth have faith enough in their
professions to do the same; neither
would the Baints, were it not for the
knowledge pussessed by them that God
ia the founder of their faith.

During the year 1892, there were 464
membe:s added to the Chureh in this
mission by baptism. We are encour
aged in our labors, and thank God for
prospering the good work. Prejudice
is vanishing before the testimonies of
our Elders, and as people leara to
know the Latter-day Saints better, we
gain influence among all classes, Our
people are not as UnDpopular NOW 8s
formerly,and in many c:ses car Elders
are treated with quite as much respect
as priests of the established church.

There are mauy thousands in this
mission who have not yet heard the
Gospel,and whileour new memutwrship,
gained each year, does not seem large,
1L can not be questioned that the work
of God is prospering in Bcandinavia.

The winter here 18 the most severe
that has been experienced for twelve
years past. [he ice on the Oresund
is five feet thick, so that people may
walk from Swedern to Denmark over
the water. As aresult of the azevere
weather, there 1is untold suffering
among the poor.

With love Lo all at bome, I remain,

Yours truly,
JosepH (UHRISTENSEN,
COPENHAGEN, Denmark, February
7th, 1823,

AN ANCIENT BOOK.

It is now generaily conceded that
about the year A. D. 1000, Leif Erik-
son, or Ericthe Fortunate, and other
pnorthmen visited the coast of North
America, somewhere in the neighbor-
tbood of Nova Scotia, This fact gives
special ioterest to the ancient record
now belng brought to the World’s Fair,
as described in the subjoined article
frora & Danish publication. The trans-
lation of the article named is as fol-
lows:

Copenhagen, Jan. 10. 1893.—It is
not commonly Enown that In the great
royal library in this city can be found
a buok in Bildeskrift, which givesthe
only true laformation regarding the
vriginal discovery of America. Itis
from tue fourteentn century and was
written by two [Lcelander priests. It
contains the Norwegian Eing’s ancient
history mixel) with Iceland’s history.
I'his old book or writing wil
now be brought conspicuously
vefore the public. It will be sent
to tne World’e Fair in Chi-
ecago. This old book, which is named
Fiatobogen ur the Flato book, is writ-
ten on the very finest parchment, with
fine artistical urawings. The book is
aupposed to havebeen written between
the yesars 1370 and 1380, over 10U
yeara beiore Columbus discovered
America, and the authors are two
priests from the island Flato, located
in the so-cilled Bredefjorden in West
leelaud. Their name: were Magnus
I'norbuilsen and Jou Thordarson.

As gaid, it contains the anclent his-
tory of the kings of Norway, but the
most interesting is the ancient history
of Trygveson, to which is added the
history of Erik the Red and his sun,
Leif Erikson, commonly called Erik
the Fortunate.

Inthe year 946 Erik the Red started
out from Iceland. He steered west-
ward and discovered Gresnland, but
his son KErik, with the name later
given him—the Fortunate—went back
w [celand and took anither voyage to
Norway,where he,by Olav Trygveson,
was converted and becamea Carlatian,
Oa request of King Olav,beagreed to go
vack to Greeniand for the purpose of
converting the heathen, but on his
voyage s strong wind drove him south-
ward, apd in the year 1000 he discov-
ered, 500 years before Columbus
landed, what he called ‘*‘the wine
land.,”” The exact spot where Leif
ianded has been to some extent a dis-
puted question among learned men,
put it is now almost certain that it
could not have been more than 49 de-
grees north, and perhaps a short dis-
tance south of Newlovndiand, Two
professors, unknown t» one another,
nave both come to this conclusion,
The two scientific men are a professor

in astronomy, Geelmuyden, of Chris-
tiania, Norwuy, and a captain in the
United Btates marine and superin-
tendent of the observatory in Wash-
ington.

There is clear proof of Leif the For-
tunaie’s discovery of America and it
will be of great interest, especially to
the American people, as they can now
see for themselves when the old book
arrives at the World’s Fairin Chicago.
Maoy American professors in sclence
have doubted the existence of that
great book, The World’s Fair will be
opened with jubilee for Columbus and
great preparations are made for a epec-
ial exhibitiom of articles formerly
velonging to himor ina y way con-
nected with him and his discovery. 1t
is ne wonderthen that it was a general
wish to honor the original discoverer
of America and bring as complete an
exhibition as possible concerning the
same. But in order to have the ex-
hihition complete, it was absolutely
neceasary to bhave the ssid Flato book
represented, and the United States,
through correspondence with the au-
thorities in Denmark, attempted to
secure the loan of the book, The
librarian, Lord Brann, refused to have
it go out of the library, but through
the Kultus ministry the request was
granted, An A merican man-of-war
will be sent, the object belng to bring
the Flato book.

Dr. Phil. Valtyr Gudmundson has
agreed to accompany the Americans
over, and will go to Chicago. Al his
expenses will be paild by the United
States government. He will have to
give a full explansation of the contents
of the great book, At the Chicago ex-
hibitivn it will be wuatched with great
oure, and be placed 11 a building erect-
ed especially for that purpose, sur-
rounded on three sides by Liake Michi-
gan. United States soldiers will be on
guard night and day. The buok is
insured by the United States govern-
ment for 75,000 kr. When the United
States man-of-war arrives in Copeu-
hagen the trans‘er of the book will be
done in this manner: From the great
royal Jibrary it will be handed to the
Kuitus mipistry, and from there to the
ministry on foreign affairs. They will
hand it over to the American ministry
to Denmark and he will turn it over to
the captain of the ship.

ST. GEORGE TEMPLE NOTICE.

The Temple at Bt. George will close
on Friday, March 24th, and re-open
for the performance of ordinances cn
Tuesday, April 25th, 1893.

JoHN D. T. MOALLISTER.

Br. GeorGE, Feb. 10, 1893.

RETURNED ELDER.

Elder M. L. Corbett, of Kamas,
Bummit county, was io Balt Lske to-
day, just having returned from a
misgion to the Northwestern States, for
which part of the country he left hils
heme on the 31st of March, 1891. The
first three months of his mission were
spent in Bouthern Illinois. The re.
mainder of his mission was spent in
Indiana, Elder Corbett did not enjoy
the best of health, but performed good
work notwithetanding.




