
THE DESERET WEEKLY
bloks were writwrittenteu were they in-
tended to contain all that would
ever be necessary for men to know
concerning gods plans and pur-
poses thus making all further reve-
lation superfluous what do the
gospels teach concerning this ques-
tion

the very first pages of the gospel
confirm the lesson we have drawn
from the old testament that revela-
tion is necessary for the establish-
ment of a new dispensation porfor
the gospel dispensation is ushered
in and established through revela-
tion zacharias is visited by an an-
gel luke i1 112011 20 Gbgabrielriel appears
to mary luke hi 263826 38 john the
baptist is commissioned by gud to
preach and baptize john i1 06 33
that jesus was messiah is manifest
to john through revelation thenie
spirit descends and a voice from
heaven is heard jolinjohn 1 32 34
matt iii 16 17 antiand this pol

1 ut I1

particularlyarly noteworthy all the
ancient prophets biad predicted the
coming of the messiah some of
them bad given details about where
he should be born his parentage
and thehe precise time for his coming
and yet it was necessary when he
came to give new revelations point-
ing him out to the most devout
servant of god then living
previous revelations are here clearly
seen not to render now revelations
useless and as the gospels thus
begin with revelations so they close
with declarations that revelation
should continue for in his fare-
well address to his disciples christ
says 1I have yet many things to
say unto you but ye cannot bear
them now howbeit when hebe the
spirit of truth is come he will
guide you into all truth for he shall
not speak of himself but whatwhatsoever
he shall hearbear that shall he speak
and he will show you things to come
johnjoha 16 1213 christ here ex-

pressly states that his ministry did
notnet complete gods revelations
there were many other things to
learn than those which he hadbad com-
municatedmunicated and among these were
also things to come all of which
the spirit should communicate to
the twelve revelation then I1 was
not to be done away with at the de-
parture of our lord the last verse
of the fourth gospel the last verse
ever written in our NewTestament
states moreover that the things re-
corded in the gospels are only a small
fragment of all that could be writ-
ten concerning the works of christ
these works and the lessons to be
conveyed were no doubt necessary
and yet we have no record of them
the gospels therefore openly ad-
mit that they are not intended to be
a complete record of all that is neces-
sary for manfaan to know they claim
toao be written for the purpose of di-
recting menmensmenisIs hearts to jesus john

31 and point out his promise to
continue the revelation of truth
through the spirit thisthid is the im-
portant testimony of the gospels
all the works and the teachings of
christ were not enough for the guid-
ance of the first christians they
needed and were promised further
revelation to us has come a record
not of all of christs teachings but
9ailyily of aaveryvery few merely a frag

ment if tillall the teachings of christ
civigivenij during illshis ministry upon the
earth were riotnot sufficient for the
guidance of the apostlesapostles howbow much
less can the gospels which contain
only a small part of those teachingsteach inep
be sufficient for other menmed the
thought is as irrational as it is with-
out foundation in the word of god

THE REMAINING BOOKS

the only question now remains
do the acts of the apostles and
their epistles supply us with all thealie
teachings that the spirit of truth
according to our saviors promise
was to reveal to10 the apostles and
which were necessary for their guid-
ance if not continuous revelation
will be just as necessary after the
new testament didispensation as it
was after the mosaic economy

the rookbook called the acts of
the apostles isi written by luke
and may be considered as a
continuation of his gospel in
this book we can trace the growth
of christian churches during the
greater part of the past century
after christ it covers the period
from the time of the crucifixion to
the second year of the first imprison-
ment of paul in romeborne A D 63
and there it breaks off even without
recording the issue of the trial the
book maybemay be divided in two parts
the first twelve chapters describe
the growth of the church of christ
among the jews in palestine chiefly
through the labors of peter the
last sixteen chapters treat of the
spread of the gospel among other
nations chiefly through the labors
of paul of the works of the artst
of the apostles we have no account

tradition has it that matthew
suffered martyrdom in ethiopia
philip in thomas in
india and so on but of their
work for the promulgating the gos-
pel in the different parts of the
world we have no records what
they taught what difficulties they
encountered how they preached
suffered and endured may be con-
jectured but it hasbas not reached us
in any historical record

nor is the acts of the apostles a
complete record of the works of the
ttw 0 servants of god whose ardent
labors are noticed it is as frag-
mentary as are the gospels many
important transactions referred to
elsewhere are omitted there is
no account whatever of the branch
in jerusalem after the imprison-
ment and deliverance of peter
nothing is told of the introduction
of the gospel in romeborne the capital
of the world at the time nor duesdoes
it say anything of paulpaulisIs many voy-
ages which he incidentally men-
tions 2 cor xi 25

considering all this it seems
as if the spirit of truth had
been anxious to guard against
the impression that this book
was intended to conclude gods
revelations to mankind

let us consider the facts christ
had promised to send the spirit of
truth to his chosen twelve what
this spirit was to reveal was of
course as essential and debessaiDecnecessaryessaiessaiyy to
salvation as anything that our sa-
vior had revealed himself but of
all this that the spirit according to

the promise liashas revealed to the
twelve ouyonly a small part has been
recorded how can this small part
be cleat to UP since it was not
sufficient to the first christiana

but besidesbes idies this the book of the
acts shows plainly the necessity of
continuous revelation for wherever
the gospel is being accepted the gift
of receiving revelation is being im-
parted through faith peter in his
first tsermon declares that the time
has now come when the spirit shall
be poured out upon all fleich proph-
ecy visions dreams were to attend
the believers acts ii 1718 and
accordingly whenever the gospel is
preached and believed these mani-
festationsfe follow the heavens are
opened to stephen and he is per-
mitted to see the son of godod on the
right handband of the father acts viA
55 56 an angel of the Lord appears
and directs philip acts
christ appears to saul acts iam 6
through the vision of an angel cor-
nelius is led to send toror peter and
he receives supernatural gifts attsato
xa 48 an angel delivers peter from
prison acts xiii 8 the holy
ghost reveals to the brethren in ant-
ioch that they should send paul
and barnabas on a mission acts
xiii 4 through the spirit the
ApapostlesostIve and elders are able to settle
the dispute about the doctrine of
circumcision acts xv 1 8131 twelve
men in ephesus receive the holy
ghost through the administration of
paul andadd prophecy and speak in
tongues acts 171 7 wherever
the gospel message is delivered and
believed in palestine in greece in
asia minor the results arethe same
the holy ghost isia given audand his
presence is manifest through these
gifts

the acts of the apostles has
taught us this important lesson
that the gift of receiving revela-
tions was not confined to the twelve
nor was the gift to cease with them
the gift itself was inseparable from
the gospel where there is no gos-
pel there are no revelations but
where the true gospel of jesus
christrist is there is revelation alsoweane ppromiseromise of receiving the holy
ghoghostst thehe promised spirit of truth
that was to lead into all truth and
to reveal things to come is a uni-
versal promise for the promise
is unto you and to your children
and to all that are afar oftoff even asan
many as the lord our god shall
call P acts 11 39

the epistles of the apostles con-
firm most emphatically the neces-
sity of constant revelations from
god the apostolic churches could
not do without such revelations
hence the necessity of the churches
communicating with the apontesApostes
and the apostles writing their
epistles embodying the will of god

for instance an error arises as
was the case in colossieColosColowee paul was
at the time in rome but the church
in colossieColos sent a special messenger
to paul viz epaphras who ex-
plained the situation to the apostle
and caused the letter the
to be written as a refutation of that
particular error the scriptures
were not sufficient for the guid-
ance of the the
new emergency required a new


