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bioks were writlen, were they in-
tended to contain all that would
aver be necessary for men to know
coneerning God’s plans nand pur-
woses, thus making all further reve-
ntion superfluous? What do the
Gloapels tench conecrning this ques-
tion?

The very first pages of the Guspel
counfirm the lesson we have drawn
from the Old Testament, that revela-
tion is necessary for the eslablish-
ment of a new dispensation, For
the Gospel dispensation is ushered
in and established throngh revela-
tlon. Zacharias is visited by an an-
gel (Luke i 11.20), Gabriel appears
to Mary (Luke i: 26-38). John the
Baptist is commissioned hy (ud lo
preach and baptize (John i: 6, 33).
That Jesus was Mcessiah is inanifesl
to John through revelation. The
Bpirit descends and a voice {from
heaven is heard (Johno 1. 32, 34;
Matt. 1ii: 16, 17). And this point ix
partigularly noteworthy. All the
ancient propheis liad predicted the
coming of the Messinh. Some of
them had given details about where
He shouid be born, His parentage
and the precise time for His coming,
and yet it wns necessary, when He
came, {o ¢ive new revelations puint-
ing Him out to the most devout
servaul of God then living.
Previous revelations are liere clearly
poeqn 7ol to render new roevelations
useless. And as Lhe (fospels thus
begin with rovejations, so they ciose
with declarations that revelation
should eontjnue. For in His fare-
well address to His disciples, Christ
says: ¢ hinve yel many things to
say unto you, but ve cannot bear
them now. Howbeit, when le, the
Hpirit of Truth, is eome, he will
guide you into all truth: for he £hali
not spenk of himself, but whalsoever
he shall bear, that shall he spenk:
and he will show you things to come
(John 16: 12, 18).” Christ Liere ex.
pressly states that His minpistry did
not complete God’a  revelations,
There were rmany other things to
learn thanthose which Hehnd eom-
municated, and among thess were
also ‘‘things to come,’”? all of which
the Spinit should communicnte to
the Twelve. Revelation, then, was
not to be done nway with at the Je-
partire of our Lord. ‘The last verse
of the fourth Gospel, the last verse
ever written in our New Testament,
states, morecover, that the things re-
corded in the Gospels are ouly nsmall
fragiment of all that could be writ-
ten concerning tho works of Chriat.
These works and the lessons to bhe
conveyed were no doubt necessary,
and yet we have uo record of them.
The Gospels, therefore, openly ad-
mit that they are not intended to be
a com}lete record of allthat is neces-
sary for man to know. They claim
.to be written for the purpose of di-
rectipg men’s hearts to Jesus (John
xx, 31), and point out His promise to
continue the revelation of truth
through the Bpirit. This is the jm-
portant testimony of the Gospels.
All the works and the teachlngs of
Christ were not encugh for the puid-
anee of the first Christinns. ‘They
needed and were promised further
revelation, To us hor come a record
not of ail of Chrlst’s teachings, but
o4aly of a_very few, merely a frg-

ment. Ifall the teachings of Christ
given during His minialry upon the
earlli were notb sufliecieut for the
guidance of thoe Apostles, liow much
less can the Gospels, whieh eontain
only a small part of those teachings,
be sufficient for other men? The
thought is ns irrational as it is with-
out foundation in the Word of (God.

THE REMAINING BOOKS,

The only questinny now remains:
Do the Acts of the Apostles and
their Iopistles supply ns witl all the
teachings that the Mpirit of Truth,
according to our Bavior’s promise,
was o reveal 10 the Apostles, and
which were necessary for their guid-
ance? If not, coutinuous revelation
will be just as necessary after the
New Tesiament dispensation ag it
wiis after Liiu Mosaic economy.

Tho ook enlled the Acts of
the Apostles is written by Luke
and may be considered as a
continuation of his Gospel. In
thia book we can trnce the growth
of Christian churches during the
greater part of the past century—
after Christ. It covers the period
from tho time of the crucifixion to
the second year of the first imprison-
ment of Paul in Rome, A. D. 83,
and there it breaks off even without
recording the issue of the trial. The
book may be divided in two parts.
The first twelve chapters describe
the growth of the Chureh of Christ
among the Jews ln Palestine, chiefly
through the labors of Meter. The
Inst sixteen cliapters treat of the
spread of the (Gospel amonyg other
natlons, chiefly through the labors
of Paul. Of the works of the rest
of the Apostles we have no account.

I'rndition has it, that Ddatthew
suffered martyrdom io KEthiopin;
Philip in Phrygin; Thomnas in
Indin, and so on. Bul of their
work for the promulgating the CGos-
pel in the different parts of tbe
world we have po records. What
they taught, what ditficulties they
encounteret, how they preached,
suffered and endured may be con-
jeetured. But it has not renclied us
in any historical record. i

Nor is the Aets of the Apostles a
complete record of the works of the
two servants of God, whose ardent
laborg are noticed. It is as frag-
mentary as are the Gospels. Many
important transaclions, referred to
elsewliere, are omitted, There is
no account whntever of the branch
in Jerusalem after the imprison-
ment and deliveranee of Peter.
Nothing is told of the lutroduction
of the Gospel in Rome, the capital
of the world atthe time, Nor dues

ages, which he incidentally men-
tious (2 Cot., xi; 25).
Considering all this, It seems
if the Spirit of Truth had
to guard against
the impression that this book
was intended te conclude God’s
revelations to mankind.
1:¢t us consider the facts. Christ
had promised to send the Spivit of
Truth to His chosen twelve. Whal
this Bpirit was Lo reveal was, of
course, a9 essential and necessany to
salvation as nnything that our Sa-
vior had revenled Himsell. But of
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all thig that the Bpirit, according to

it say anyihing of Paul’s many voy-|
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the jnotise, has revealed to the
twelve, ouly o small part has becn
recorded. llow can thls simall part
Le sullicient to us, since it was not
guiticient to the first Chrlstinne?

I3ut, besides this, the Boolk of the
Aets shows plainiy the becessity of
conlinuous reveiation; for wherever
the Gospel is being accepted, the gift
of receiving revelation is being im-
parted tlnough faith, Peter, in hig
1rst gerimon, declares that the time
has now come when the Bpirit shall
be poured out upon all flesh. Proph-
ecy, visions, dreams were to attend
the believers (Acts ii:17, 18); and,
accordingly, whenever the Gospel is
preachied and believed, these mani-
festations follow, The heavens are
vpened to Btephen, aud he is per-
mitted 1o see the Son of God on the
right band of the Father (Acts vi:
35, 56); an angel of the Lordja ppears
and oirects Philip (Acts viii;26;
Christ appears to Baul {(Acts ix:3-6);
through the vigion of an angel Cor-
pvellus s led fo send for Peter, and
he receives supernatural gifts (Adls
x:1-48); anangel delivers Peter from

rison (Acts xil:7, 8); the Holy
&lmst reveals to the brethren in An-
tioeh that they should send Paul
and Barnabas on a mission {Acty
xiii:1-4); through the Spirit, the
A poslles and elders are able to settle
the dispute about the doctrine of
circumeision (Aets xv, 1-81); twelve
men in Ephesus receive the Holy
Ghost through the adminjstration of
Paul aml prophecy, and speak in
tongues (Acts xix, 1.7), Wherever
the Gospel message is delivered and
believed in Palestine, in Greece, in
Asia Minor, the resulis are the same,
The Holy Ghost Is given, and His
presence is manifest through these
gifts,

The Acts of the Apostles has
taught us this imporlant lesson—
that the gift of receiving revela-
tions was not confined to the Twelve
nor was the gift to cease with them,
The gift itsell was inseparable irom
the Gospel, Where there is no Gos-
pel there are no revelations, but
where the true Gospel of Jesus
{!hriat is, there is revelation also.
‘The promise of receiving the Holy
Ghost, the promised 8pirit of Truth
that was to lead Into all truth and
%o reveal things to come, is a uni-
versal promfse:  “For the promise
isunte you, and to your children,
and to all that nre afar ofl even as
many as the Lord our God shall,
call.”? (Aects ii, 35).

The epistles of the Apostles con-
firm most emphatically the neces-
sity of constant revelations from
(od. The A postolic churches could
not de without such revelations.
Heuce tho necessity of the chiurches
communicating with the Apostles,
and the Apostles writing their
epistles, embod ying the will of God.

For instance, an error arises, as
was the ease in Colossme, DPaul was
at the time in Rome, but the Church
in Colos:re sent n speeial messenger
to Paul, viz., Epaphras, who ex-
plained the situation to the Apostle
and cansed the letter the Colossians
to be written ng a refutation of Lhat
particular error. The Beriptures
were not suflicient for the guld-
ance of the Culossians. The
new emergency lequired n pew



