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THE ENIGMA VENTILATED.

It 1a many yearsalnge the
the Elders ut lerael first arrested opur
atieption. We were amszed at
their osudacity, at thelr assurance
and zeal. They were phenomenal In
assumption, and unhesituting In ssear-
tion. They were alwaye ready for
debate, und controverry, e¢veu when
unsouyht, teemed as muon their ele-
mept a8 anouoclatlon. No mao sc
lowly but he found in theo a listener,
nope so educaled or well tralnes as to
abash of Overawe tnem, nor any fQ
inguieitive but an anawer wus ready,
either ancording to the folly or otner-
wise of the question presented,

Theae hau come iike Johno the Bap-
tlat, ‘boundiug from the wilderness,”?
Torch in hund they kindled a fre in
the ¢ry stubble flelds of worn-out The-
Clogy, such an the waters of oreed und
Catechism have never agatn eXxtio-
guishe '« They were champlons of the
old and beralde of the vew; and in
either c¢a-e¢ they glartied the sleepy
renpeﬁlnbﬂllj’ of both priesta and peos
ple, by thelr vernistent presentation o!
an aygreesive movement,

These stranger messengers would
not ve put down. They were but few,
but the ¢nemwy deemed them Jeglon.
They were srld to be lzuorant, but
divipes ¢l every grave who went out
Ostentatiotisly ur quietly on to the
battleflelo of polem.cr, always returned
with armor shallersd wnd souls Jis-
com fited by the wenpons of war in the
stripiiog’s bewud. Many a lordly ops
popect, mAny proud Gollath, was
smitten by the smooth sioocer o the
sling, when hurled with the force of

truth, vnd directed at a vulnerabie
Ppolnt.
There uneophisticated, uplearved

Propagaodiste began to trjumph, They
stormed the cltadels of error, traditivy
and superstition a¢ if they were the
trained warriors ¢f many a stormy
battlefield, And yet it was Dot eo,
They had come at the bugle oatl of
duty, from the ploughghare, the car.
penter’s bench, ffom the forge, from
the potter’s whesl and from all the
ordinary avocations of life, They were
nejtber faumiliar with men por ino-
titutions. They hasd been rocked
on (he pralries nnd cradled io tbe
wildernees. At thst time from balf
nkpnown A0d contemned America—
from the sadolescence of the New
World—they had come to question the
Cepturied proprieties of the Old, With-
ont prestige or introductiun, without
patronage of money, these innovatore
made contreste, they refeerred to pro-
fenped]ly auvcepted ptandsrde, they
opened the books and turned (he
leaves anJd were never at s loss for
¢hapter and verse, Bomesatd sophism,
20me llberalism, some Yankeelsm.
Others cried delusion, false prophets;
they wanted mlracles and “*asked for
a pigp;’ little dreawing that tne sow-
ing ot seed, and planting of the |ittle
leaven, wae, in growing ana leavening,
& miracle indeed.

Ap pew converis wera made, they
became né Zealous aud enthuslastio ve
the orlgiuale. They went Into the
atreets, they invaded tbe villages, and
intereasted tbe citlee, They Inter-
viewed ministers, and bultonholed
queriatp and thiokere, Eversbody be-
gan to talk, some favorably and othera

Jispsragingly. When a professlonal
was 8ilenced In srgument, he becsine
spDenemy. If incidentai Jemunsetira-
tion proved the ilnconeistency of mon or
systems, deuuuciation of the ibnocent
aygressor became the rule,. The up-
welcome oritlc was sn impostor, ab
enemy toestablished institutivne—.Lay
to socliety; and the duty of scoclety was
to put down or extirpate tbe propa-
wanuists of so searcning and unaNDsWwWer-
able a faith,

Livok:ng back over thoese times of
Warm encounler no wonder Deed be
experienced at ihe attitude sesumed by
the religious world or its nooredited
gwuaidinne. They petchance had hardly
heen conecious of their statue, of their
errors, jncouslistencies or eipe. They
bad 1. berited (bhese forme and cere-
monies, they had acquire:d vested in-
tereets, had begcome tue piveols of re-
Ilgious culture, and all the emoluments
of pacred pentiment had centered jn »
favored and pome Whal aggresaive clusn,
Tney bad simulated suthority anu
bedged themeelves sbout witb that
‘*divinity which doth uvedge whuuta
king.’’? To conil In questlon, even in-
iirectly, this comdinion or awthority
wae saoreligloun—some thought biaz-
phemour—aud a bitterness of apirit was
engendered whien cannot ne cob-
cel1ved of today, for it has beeu softene .
by fducation and modifled by tiwe,
while in interested clrcles, religionias
bave wrupped themssives s0 perfectly
in the garb of eell-complagency anu
ofticial mecurity that the old time
querist, It » **Mormon? Elder, is jest
t0 the ignomiuy bt a sllent and super-
ollleus countempt, aud where once con.
Lroversy was eaelty had, now manDy an
Elder :«ut in tue world is, like the
Irlshman, **apolling for a fight.”

Meapwblle in the flight of yeurs
sectarianiem hrs been abeorbisg men-
tally, and formulating intellectually,
many of the jnepirational ideas promul-
guted of the Prophet Joseph SBmith
and the varly Elders of the Churoh;
and if hoste of the reversd and ealnteu
Jdivines of years and agees gohiv were
now resurrected and jovited Into the
pulpite of thelr successors, their homi-
lies would be founud as much outof
place apnJ out of hafmony with a new
present ss  woulu tne effurt of
an earnest oulepoken miesionary
of the OChurch of Jesus Christ,
Probebly this general assimilatlon
secounts, In part at least, for the |later
recognition of Christlan characteris-
tios among the *‘Mormon’ people by
the outside world, any it may afleet
the more apparent differences of years
gone by when compared with the
present.

In the beginning the Latter-day
Saiots were indeed a **peculiar people,?*
There was & newness, an orlginahty,
in doctrines, methods of promulgation,
in orgawizitlon nndaoticipation,wbich
ssemed tore striking than it Joes to
day. Famillarity with the eystem s
umoung ils adbervnts obe thing, certain
changes patent to all are ancther; but
10 the stranger, the outside obrerver, it
may he now 88 uniguu, as Individusl-
1Zzed and a8 aggressive, ar it once sp-
peared to its most ardent con verts,

Itiseftum & Dou-recugnitluv ul \ue
epsoutizl nature of a living thing or
aystem, tbat men lock backward ae to
ihe goluen sge. They ask for originat,
primitlve, $gld Mormonism,?’ aa they
call it, with Its freshpese, Vigor, ex-

citement and entbusinem; with the
opposition, persecution and cbange
whtch therelinplied, Butthey over-
look the fact that they were younger
then, apd the dreame and experier ces

of youth are never obliterated
trom the humnsn heart. [t s
in poetry alone or uv~der strong

depresslon, that men pray, “make me
a child aguin, Just for tonight,”® The
Iatter clause always pullifies the pos-
sibllities of the former, and today an
our eye rests upon 5 peraonal Jaguer-
reolype taken when upon the threshold
of manhood, we leel no anxlety to re:
turp, epite of the burthens and re-
aponeibilities of maturer yeare. Soln
“Mormonivm?’ — while the mental
pioture of years goue by may be fsact.
natlng, we profer to llve in ita presont,
and to yel believe that Ita predestir ed
misslon 3 aseured. [te approschiog
muanhood 18 grander to ocur thought
than ite tufaney of youth, though theas
msy bave bad linked with them the
warmest emotions and the uuregretlied
sugrifices of tne buman soul.

The new gsneration coming upou
the atage nf action through toe Chureh,
have advantages over the fathers,
Neitber their mentality nor thelr nc-
tion will be tinged with old traditions,
sod their llluminatlon will be thus
iees clouded; whiie the tepacity of pur-

pose which has heen Lrapsmitied,
coupled with a supersensitiveuean
to epiritual jrfluences, will »o

mould their will and direot their
enargies that the present dormunt oon-
Hitlon will paes awny before the more
continuous and visible progreee of the
pot far distant foture. Dead things
are non-elastic, they do not yleld to
pressure, tbey do not bend before the
storm. {3Freat men, wise men,*‘stoop Lo
conquer,” and evan the suspension-of &
divine and righteous law parrjes with
it oo querulous commentupon that
authority. The overruling wmind,
which writes the program  of the eter.
nities, works in and through them,
while the generatione of men sre but
ar sands on the seasbore or ‘‘the duet
of the balance.,” Growth inalwaya
silent; **the kingiom comelh not with
observatton,? snd no man can see that
inorense with which bhe 1s most Inti.
matety nsapolated, Children of the
fumlly olirole reach maohood by In-
finitesima! addition. The closest cb-
server cannot discover the uiffer-
ence betWeen todny and yesterdny. But
time telle; ex pertence of nbaence knowa
that there is change, snd that where
health and viger are, where there is
powerio absorb the elements of life,con-
tinuance ip ms ocertain s the rising of
the b0

And so from & patity of reason we
conclude that Zion is growloe, that
truth s spreading, that example i
contagioue, that “"the living Churehbh’?
is oarrying more iofluence than sver
it has done in history, Thiukers tell
It, religloniste sense it, ministers feel it
tue world Ie being moved by ft to mole
enoobling, to grander conclusione,
though they muy fail to give credit to
the pystem; of even Lo feeogmize the
finger of I)#ity, or the ptocesses of rev-
alation which glve to “*Mermonlsm’
and its devoted bellevers allthe poten
oy which tbey undoubtedly possese.
Philosophers, siatesmen, workers and
idenlists bave thelr eye upon this
flaming bescon on the mouotain tope.
They would imitate ite metlhods, they



