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THE ENIGMA ventilated

it laIs many yearsyeara since the
the elders of israel first arrested our
attentionioD we were amazed at
their audacity at their assurance
and zealseat they were phenomenaleval in
assumption and unhesitating in asser-
tion they were always ready for
debate aniland controcontroversy veneven when
uneunsoughtought seemed asan much their ele-
ment asaa no maoman sogo
lowlyjowly but be found in them a listener
none so educated or well i asaa to
abash or overawe gnew nor any toso
inquisitive but an answer waswaa ready

to theha folly or other-
wise of the question presented

these hatbau come like john thebe bap-
tist bounding from toethe wilderness
torch in handband they kindled a fire in
the trydry stubble fields of worn out the

such asaa the waters of creed indand
catechism have never again extin
eulabe 1 they were champions of the
old and heralds of the new and in
either caeca e they startled the sleepy

of both priestspriest and peo
pie by their veral stent presentation oi01

noan aggressive movemovement
these stranger messengers would

not be put down they were but few
but the enemy deemed them legion
they were said to be ignorant but
divines of every grade who went out
ostentatiously or quietly on to the
battlefield iJ of polemcmcP always returned
with armor shattered antiand souls dis-
comfiteded by the weapons of war in the

bondbaud many a lordly op-
ponent many a proud goliathGoll alb was
mitten by the smooth stones in the

altugalln when burledburied with the force of
truth and directed at a vulnerable
pointloloh

thesethee unsophisticated unlearned
beganpegau to triumph they

termedaltermed the citadels of error tradition
and superstition an itif they were the
trained warriors of many a stormy
battlefield and yet it waswag not so10
they bad come at the bugle call of
duty from the ploughshareplough share the oarcar

s bench from the forge from
tibethe potters wheel and from all the
ordinary avocations of life they were
neither familiar with men nor in

they hadbad been rocked
ooolm be prairies and cradled toin the
wildernessWilder nees at that time from half
Ulaknown and contemnedcontemned america
from wethe adolescence of the new
world they hadbad come to question the

proprieties of the old with-
out prestige or introduction without

I1 gapatronage or money these Ininnovators
masda contrasts they retreferrederred to pro
feebly acceptedaccented standardsstandard they

bened the books and turned the
leaves and were never at a loss for
chapter and verse some said sophism

omebiome liberalism some fanke elsm
others cried delusion false prophetpropheteprop heto
they wanted miracles and asked for
a siowslad little dreaming that the sow
laging of seed and planting of the little
1641leavenTOD was in ana leavening
a miracle indeed

As new converts were made they
became asan zealous and enthusiastic sos
the originalsoriginal they went into the
streetsaf they invaded the villagesvillage and
interested the cities they inter
viewed ministers and buttonholedbuttonholesbutton holed
quer late and everybody be-
gan to talk some favorably and others

disparagingly when a brofeeprofessional
waswaft silenced in argument hebe becomebecame
an enemy if incidental demonstra-
tion proved of menman or
systemssyb teme doutindenunciationclation of the innocent
aggressor became the rule vietoe un-
welcome critic was an Impoimpostor an
enemy institutions laaa
to society and the duty of society was
to put down or extirpate the kropa
ganolganousissis of so searching and unanswer-
able a faltafaita

looking back over those times of
warm encounter no wonder need be
experienced at the attitude assumed byb
the religious world or its accredited
guardiansKu ardiane they perchance had hardly
been conscious of their status of their
errora inconsistencies or sine they
hadbad iubeinherited these forms and cere-
monies weythey bad acquired vested in-
tereststerests had become toe pivots of re-
ligious culture and all the emoluments
ofaf sacred sentimentlenti ment had centered in a
favored and somewhat aggressive
they had simulated authority anu
hedged themselves about with that
divinity which doth bedge about a

king to call in question even in-
directly this cindconditioniLIOU or authority
was some thought bblas-
phemous

as
aud a bitterness of spirit was

engendered which cannot be con-
ceived orof today for it has been softened
toyby education and modified by time
while in interested circles religionists
have wrapped themselves soeo perfectly
in the garb otof soself 1 comcomplacencyplace noy and
official security that the old time

itif a mormon elder isie boit
to abo ignominy of0 a silent and super-
cilious contempt and where once con-
troversytroversy was easily bad now many an
elder iutcut in too world is like the
irishman spoilingpolling torfor a fight

meanwhile in the flight of years
sectarianism has been absorbingabsorb ag men
tally and formulating intellectually
many ofef thehe inspirational ideas promul-
gated

I1

of the prophet joseph smith
and the early elderseiders of the church
and if hosts of the revered and sainted
divinesdivine of yearsyear and ages goutgone were
now resurrected and invited into the
pulpits otof their successors their homi
lies would be found as much out of
place and out of harmony with a new
present as wouldwoul the effortefert of
ann earnest outspoken mlmissionarylOuArY
of ahe church of jesusissue christ
probably this general assimilation
accounts in part at least for the later
recognition of christian characteris-
tics among the mordouMor mou people by
the outside world ani it may
the more apparent differences of year
gone by when compared with thehe
present

in the beginning the latter day
saintssainte were indeed a peculiar people
there was a newness an originality
in doctrines methods of promulgation
in and blob
a emed more striking than it does to
day familiarity with the system is
among its adherents one thing certain
changes patent to ail are another but
to the stranger the outside observer it
may be now as unique as individual
med and as aggressive as it once ap
feared to its mostmoat ardent convertsconvert

it Is from a non oiof tatin
essential mature of a living thing or
system watthat men look backward as to
the golden age they ask for original
primitive old MormonmormonismJam ap asan theymey
oalicall ittit with its freabreshnewfreshknearnew vigor ex

allementoltaltement and enthusiasm with the
persecution and change

which these implied but they over-
look the fact that they were younger
then and the dreams and exexperiencesexporteroes
of youth are never obliterated
from the human heart it laIs
I1inn poetry alone or uruderder strongstrone
depression that men pray make me
a child again just for toolkit JI the
latter clause always nullifies the pos

of the former ind today asan
our eye restsreef upon a personal daguer-
reotype taken when upon the threshold
of manhood we feel no anxiety to re
turn spitepite of the burtrensburburtbene and re

of yearsyeara so inID
Mormon lems while the mental

picture of yearsyeara gone by may be fasel
bating we prefer to livejive in its present
and to yet believe that itsif predesli ed
mission Isia assured itsif approaching
manhood toie grander to our thought
than lieito infancy or youth though these
may have hadbad linked with them wethe
warmestwar meet emotions and the up regretted

of the human soul

the nownew generation coming upon
the stage of action through too church
have advantages over the fatfathersbers
neither their mentality nor their ac-
tion will be tinged with old traditions
ind their illumination will be thus
lesslees clouded while the tenacity of pur-
pose which has been transmitted
coupled with a
to spiritualepi ritual influences will so
wouldmould their will and direct their
energies thathat the present dormant concoia

atlon will pass away before the more
continuous and visible progress of the
not forfar distant future dead things
orere non elastic they do not yield to
pressure they do not bondbend before thehe
storm great men wise monmen stoop to
conquer 10 and even the suspensionof a
divine and righteousons law carries with
it no querulous comment upon that
authority the overruling mind
which writes the program of the stereter
cities works toin and through them
while thehe generations of men are but
as sandsand on the seashore or the dust
of the balancebalso og 19 growth is alfaya
silent the kingdom cometticometh not with
observation pa and no man can wesee that
increase with which be is motmost inti-
mately associated children of the
family circle reach manhood by in-
finitesimalfinite almal addition the closest ob-
server cannot discover the differ-
ence between today and yesterday but
time tells experience or absence knows
that there is change and that where
health and vigor are where there lain
power to absorb the elements of life con-
tinuanceti isie as certain as theabe rising of
the sun

and soBO from a parity of reason we
conduce that zion is growing that
truth tois spreading that example isin
contagious that the living czuroh
isia carryingcarrycarryingini more toinfluencefluence than ever
it has done in history thinkers tell
it religionists sense it ministers feealfeel it
the world is being moved by it to more
ennobling to grander conclusions
though they may fallfail to give credit to
the system or even to recognize the
finger of deity or the processes of rev-
elation which give to mormonism
and its devoted believers all the poten-
cy which they undoubtedly
philosophers statesmengruen workers and
idealistsidea lists have their eye upon thishug
namingflaming beacon on thebe mountain tops
they would imitate its methods they


