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to that which the complete doc-
ument would convey

mr dickson asked the court to go
down to the house of vincent ashurt
alff whom dickson claimed to be

auan ex bishop and who was too ill to
omebome into court
the court suggested that the sten-

ographerogra pher go down and that the te-
stimony be taken and read to the
court

this was agreed to
mr baskin we want to intro-

duce the revelation on polygamy
this was admitted and court took

a recess tilltili 2 p m to get the test-
imony of vincent shurtliff

VINCENT SHURTLIFF

testified as follows to mr baskin
my age is 79 years next may am a
native of massachusetts have re-
sided in utah 42 years have been a
member of the mornionmormon church
first became a member in 1842
cespedceased my connection with the
church about 16 or 18 years ago I1
passedassed through the endowment
Whouseouse in the fall of 1850

baskin rnin passing through the
endowment house did you take an
oath relating to your obedience to
the mormon church or priest-
hood

leile grand young objected to the
question on the ground of its ge-
neral character and of its requiring
the witness to divulge religious
ceremonialsceremoniala which did not pert un
to the question at issue and which
under oath he is obligated to
secret

witness shurtliff yes my dobli

gation was in regard
to the priesthood in all things

baskin did you take any oblig-
ation relating to avenging the blood
of joseph and hyrum smith if so
state it

legrand young repeated his ob-
jectionjec tion

shurtliff there was I1 expect I1
raised my hand to teuten the whole
truth it was that the sword should
not be sheathed until the blood of
joseph and hyrum should be
avenged

baskin avenged on whom
shurtliff I1 concluded on the

Tunited states a
mr moyle objected to the conclu-

sions of the witness
baskin were the children men-

tioned in connection with themyes we covenanted to
teach it to our children and our
children children down to the
fourth generation

baskin were there any penalties
attached to the obligations you took

objected toonto on the ground of being
too general

shurtliff yes I1 concluded there
would beibe I am of course a mason

baskin well state the penalties
attached to the ceremony

shurtlifflff wellweli on the whole I1
think it was if we divulged and went
against the priesthood we should
have our throats cut and be aisem

baskin waswaa there anything in
hatbat ceremony relating to the es
abolishment of the kingdom of
god if so state what it was

shurtliff 1 dont remember
though I1 concluded it was tilethe

kingdom of god I1 dont know
that there was anything said on the
subasubjectact

baskin was there anything said
in the ceremony on the subject of
the united states government being
overthrown and some other govern-
ment taking its place

shurtliff I1 dont remember any-
thing of that sort

baskbaskinin you were anointed
shurtliff yes
baskin state what was said in

regard to anointing the arm
shurtliff that it might be made

strong in defending the church and
the kingdom of god oxor the church
and people of god I1 forget how
that was worded

baskin anything in that connec-
tion about avavengingeDging the blood of the
prophets

shurtliff that was said before or
after I1 forget which

baskin was anything said enan
the subject of polygamy

shurtliff I1 dont think there was
at thatthai time

baskin was there any obligation
taken by you which bound you to
obey the law of polygamy

shurtliff no I1 dont think there
was I1 had wives with me at that
time I1 was already a polygamist

baskin did you ever know of
the penalties that were taken in the
enendowmentirlament house visited upon
any one who violated them

shurtliff I1 never did
crowcross examined by le grand

young
Q in the generalgeneraI1 teaching that

day and general course of the en
dowmontdow ment I1 you
was no particular admonition upon
you to be a polygamistanoneA none

Q you would have heard if
there hadbad been

A yes
Q you say you were once a

mason in the course of the masonic
covenants did you enter into any
particular agreement not to disclose
the secrets of the order

mr baskin objected to the ques-
tion

A I1 did not get as far as that I1
only attended one meeting I1 dont
know anything about their coven-
ants I1 have talked with my brother
inlawin law about it and what he told neme
was in substance what 1 witnessed

i in the endowment house

mr dickson referred to a sermon
hyby president young in 1862 and
read from the journal of Diacoudiscourses
the sermon refers to the uunwarrant-
ed persecution of joseph smith and
the mormonscormonsMormons ly in this the gov-
ernment was referred to as the best
of all earthly governments mr
dickson sailsaid the tenor of it was to
teach the mormonscormonsMor mons that the gov-
ernment was their enemies

mr dickson also read sen-
tences from heber C kimballKimb alPsa
remarks on august 2 1857 where-
in there is a curse pronounced
against every man who lifts his heel
against the saints from that day
forth

from a sermon by heber C
kimball sept 27 1857 on obedi-
ence mr dickson also read a num-
ber of excerpts

on nov was another dis-
course on the same subject by
heber C kimball from which a
paragraph was read also a sermon
on august 30 1857 in regard to the
gentiles ruling over the saints
A few lines were also read from one
of heber C kimballsKimbKimalPsballs sermons de-
livered august 2 1857 quotations
were also made from a discourse
given june 7 1857

baskin said similar quotations
could be found by the hundred in
the journal of LNewurms

baskin offered in evidence a por-
tion of an epistle to the church
pubpublishedlishe i october 7 1885 and signed
by presidents john taylor and
georgeGeorgeQ Q cannon paragraphsParagraph andsand
sentences here and there were
picked out and read they related
to the promises of the lord to de-
liver those who trusted in him to
the revelation on celestial marriage
and to religious liberty

baskin offered to read fronafrom the
revelation on celestial marriage

mr moyle objected as there was
no issue upon that revelation but
the objection made to mr moore
was that hebe had taken an oath in the
endowment house against the gov-
ernmenternment the united states su-
premereme court had said that belief in
plural marriage was not unlawful

mr dickson said that he thought
no one who believed polygamy was
right should be admitted to citizen-
ship it will be our contention in
this case that no man who believes

bluralin plural marriage should be admit-
ted

baskin no man who believes in
that revelation

dickson to admit such a one laIs a
farce

baskin this polygamy is one of
the doctrines of the church if it
was a mere matter of belief an ab-
stract idea then it could not be
reached but this revelation calls
for action and requires obedience
under the penalties of dam-
nation thousands have been
incarcerated in the peniten-
tiary and hundreds are serving
today eight or ten thousand citi-
zens have practiced polygamypolygamyolygamy this
church assumes to control a man in
all things and one who unites him-
self with such an organization is
riotnot a man of good moral character
Ccann it be said that a man voluvoluntar-
ily

antar
connected with an organization

like this church is well disposed to
the american government

court 1 dondonitit think it necessary
to argue that further there are sev-
eral cases depending on whether an
oath was or was not taken in the
endowment house they were
also objected to because they were
members of the mormon church
that is is membership toin that
church incompatible with citizen-
ship the court will hear the por-
tions of the revelation which coun-
sel desires to read

baskinbask in then read extracts from
the revelation arranging them to
suit himself he then made an ab-
surdsurd spectacle of himself by endeav-
oring to explain 4 the meaning of
some of the quotations

mr moyle objected to this as mr
baskin was not a capable expounder

1 of religious doctrines and parti cu


