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there have been some exceedingly im-
portantvorbortant questions presented before us
fonforlorron our consideration at this conference
I1 look upon them as of momentous im
fortance because upon their correct so-
lution ddepends to aosaesa very great extent
perpetuathe perpetuityuiity 0off bur homes goftand of theheinstitutions which god has given us
volcod has entrusted to this people hispis
gospel behashe habhas placed in hishig ellclichirch
the Qoracles of the holy hehaskas wisgiveniven unto us the laborlubor of abulla
ing his zion on04 the earthparth and djs4 is for
us if we expect to receive the reward
that heilasliashas promisedto fulfill that trust
faithfully let the consequences be what
they may

already thetho estaestablishment of tsthis
work has cost the best blood of this gen-
erationeraerattionloh already a prophet I1 a patriarch
apostles and numerousnumeiouslous sainsaintsts have laidlaid
down their lives to establish the work
with which we are connected it is forfon
us to decide during this Conconferenceferencferene e
whether that blood has been shed inn
vain whether the sufferings trials dif-
ficulties and hardships ourout exodus from
the lands which we formerly occupied
and inhabited our pilgrimage to thisbishis
tou our sufferings sinainsincecewewe came
here the labors we have expended in
rearing this city andad in extending civil-
ization throughoutghou this territory I1 say
it is for us to decidede todayto day and during
this conference whetherwhether or not all this
kashas been in vain and whether we will
loile up his kingdom according to his
divine commandment or divide our
strength and energy and the talents
with which he has endowed us in
building up a system or systems that are
opposed to this work it is for us to de-
cide whether we will submit to the ju-
risdictionrisdiction of the holy priesthood or
whether we will renounce that jurisdic-
tion and our allegiance to god these
are the questions which present them-
selves before us todayto day they are im

questions and should be decided
carefully and understandingly

I1lookhook upon tue position which we
occupy todayto day as inin some respects a
erioricritical one not that I1 anticipate any
41dangerapger or have any fears that we are
going to be overthrown if the people
will only be true to themselves and
their god I1 know asas I1 know that I1
live andwid iamam speakspeakinging to you todayto day
that this is the work of god I1 know
that he has promised that it shall stand
for ever and that it shall break in pie-
ces everything that is opposed to it but
I1 also know that inha order for ifit to ac-
complishcom this great work and for us to
share in all its benefit and blessings wefindividually must be faithful to it for
the blessings which are promised to us
are made conditionally if we prove re-
creant to the trust that god has given
to us others will be raised in our places
to takeue the greatgrett work in their hands
and carryarryc it forward to its fullfuli consum-
mation

I1 laplook upon the prepresentsent time as I1I1
have said as a critical one I1 feel that
if we do not listen to the counsels that
are given to us god has a scourge lixin
store for the latter day saints I1 feel
in every of my bodbodyy in overyevery
nerve otof my system that this is a turn-
ingin paintpoint with the latter day saintsMand that there is requirerequiredcl of usug todtodayto day
t decision upon this18 subject weive have
now for a long period done as we
pleased we havehavo gone here or there
and done to a certain extent to suit
ourselves regardless of god the coun-
sels 00 his sersenservantsvanta or the interests of
hishia kingdom and regardless of every
thithingne save our own general interests
the consequence iais that there is grow-
ing

rowro w

up in our midst a power that inenamena-
ces ugus with utter destruction and over-
throw lwewe are told openly and
without disguise that when the rail-
road Jis comIcompletedeted there will besuchbe buchguch a
noodflood of so called civilization brought11
in here that every vestige of us our0ur
church and institutions shall be com-
pletely obliterated when we arearp told
thus plainly and would
it not be folly nay insanity for us to sit
still fold our arms supinely and await
the crash without making a single ef-
fort to ward it off A people who would
be thus besotted would be unworthy
the blesblegblessingssings which god has bestowed
upon uslis

I1 know there is a feeling of great con-
fidence in the minds of our brethren

and sisters they havehake ag Presidentresident
young has often wdsaid a great amountmgunt of
faith they have soso great trustfrusit in god as
to go and sellcell their grain expecting that
god will feed them whether the grain
is in the bin or not some such confi-
dence as this seemsbeems to pervade their
minds respecting that which is inthein the
future and they festoest toato a certain
extent carelessness andanad iridill erene inIV
regard to carrcarryingyink out the counsels that
are gisengiven themithem thinking that
has BOso signally preserved cheminthem in times
past will still continue to protect them
it isii an excellent thing for us to have
faith but wewp should not have faith
alone our faith should be associated
with works and the latter should cor-
respond with the former when our
faith andands works are united becanwe can call
cuponrqn god forbellforfon heipbelphelp to enable us to acae
complish that which liehe requires at our
handsfiands iw

when I1 refiereflectvt my brethren and
sisters on past scenes ansnas I1 have been
doing while lisilslisteninglistening to the remarks of
the brethren duringdurine this conference
whenwada JX reflect on the condition wewie
nverewere in when driven from Nauvoo and
on our journey from the mississippiitoto
this valley the sufferings of the wp
menmeu and children andhud of tthehe aged
among us when I1 reflect u an the
hundreds we buried inn wintewinterr quartersbartersuarters
and the privations the people eendured
while there on the hardships the people
were cocompelled to endure afteri their ar
tivairival here and remember thathatt all this
was caused by the red hand of persecu-
tion by and the violence 0 t
wicked men who envied nsVs ththe pos
sessionbession of our heaven given rights
when I1 reflect upon all this and also
upon our circumstances now I1 feel
thankful for what god has done for usVs
and my prayer ottoft repeated has been
0 O god never letiet thisthia people again be-
come ayreya prey to neverneven let us
fallfaifal again into the hands of our ene-
mies but if we do wrong do thou
chasten uus and save us from the hands
of those who have persecuted us this
has been my feeling but when I1 look
at our circumstances now I1 feel as
though the people had forforgottenotten that
which they have passedpissed through and
were not averse to having a repetition
of those scenes

for years after we came into these
valleys we felt as though we never
wanted to see the face of an enemy
again and if we could only havehare bread
and water and peace we could bebd con
tent we felt aas bro pratt expressed
himself yesterday that if we had only
wolf and deer skinsshins to clothe ourselves
with we would be satisfied if we could
only have peace it waswag peace we came
heretohere to enjoy it was for peace that we
fled from our former homes and made
the long and wearisomejourney to these
valleys

but how is it todayto day what are the
circumstances which surround us nowanow
why here in the head city of zion in
the centre city where the foundations
of the temple are laid and where the
house of the lord hashag been reared in
which endowments and sacred ordi-
nances are given what do we find we
find a power growingbrowin up in our midst
that threatens us in tiethethe most plain and
undisguised manner with utter de-
structionst Is this so it is and has
been so for years and this power has
been fostered by us as a people it has
grown flourishflourisheded and fattened upon us
and the meansmemis we have produced Is it
not necessary then that something
should be done TO my mind it is clearcleaf
that some effort such as hashm been pro-
posed should be madmadee to concentrate
the saints andalid to set before theathem thetha
principles of salvation in achsch a man-
nerner that they will understand the coursecounse
they ought to take

while thetho brethren crenwere talking yes-
terday and while we were south I1 afpfof-
ten had brought to my mind a circum-
stance that occurred in nauvoo it
waswag on the loth ofdf junesune 1844 1I had 06oc-
casion

I1to go to the city councilcounell bf nau
Nmobob with some proofsheet stosto the editor
ofot thetho nauvoo 7 eiderelder dohnjohn
taylor I1 was a boy at the time the
printers devil 11 as it is technically
called while baerethere the subject under
discussion waswa the declaring of the
nauvoo a nuisance doubt-
less many of you recollect that paper
one number of which was issued by thehe
laws and other apostapostatesatesatee you wwho0 do
not recollect the paper may recollect
reading about it there wasvas some ex-
citementcitement at the time in the council
they had parsed an ordinance declaring
it a nuisance and empowering the citcityy
marshal john P green to abate it
joseph and hyrum were in conversa-
tion at oneffone of the windows of the room
hyrum remarked to joseph BebeforeforerI1
willwiilill consentcontent to have that paper continu-
ed to defame our wives sisters and

daughterdaughtertierlisasr it has deneu ruyrny
bodybode on I1thetheahe walls of0f the building 1 1

the sentiment as hee uttered it ran
through me I1 felt as he did yet weywetwe
for years have had in our city a paperpaper
which publishes if possible more
abominable lies about us and our peo-
ple than were published by

forfon the abateabatementmint of chichwhichayrhyrumm amith saldsaid he nagnaiwas willing to
die we have notmot noticed it we havebave
suffered it togoto go on undisturbed Bbutut
the time liashax come for ugus td edke this
matter into consiconsiderationmeatlon brotherbrothelpratt saidsald yeamyeatyesterdayerdayj that our papers
scarcely ever alluded to it we have

alluded to it behave deemed it
unworthy ofdf allusion ifit is bo60 kittitutterlybier
contemptible but I1 now lay it beforef
you ahatshat we are doing onoly thetho pres
ent Is it home to
doundourounour mindsminda that we may see1366 and under d

stand the nature odthe that 1is
growing in our musimust v ip wwe foster
tandlandland sustain
I1r I1 glanced over a few ofdf these papers
that now being published here alfandda
there are two from which I1 will read
you a few extracts BO yoiyolimay seobeoee
thei spirit which animates dur appo

1bentsneants I1

in an editorial of the lith oftAugust
we find the in regard
to an extract taken from onil of our pa-
per

the hankering for seclusion and
sionnionrslonpionlonion and the foul spirit of the
to secure them stick lautinnutbut in overyevery wordwora of
the above extrac i it is as fullfuli of thothis fellfeil
spirit that has always actuated the crew
whose spokesman thistim Eeditor is in thisjils in
stance as the sting of the adder is of venom
but ICit is the vain and weak boast ofdf a
throttled bully the day has gone by when
hired bands of cut throats destroying
angelsangolsill can ply their heinous avocation
and drive from the territory or murder all0whom brigham young and his crew do not
want anitin it this fellofellowr who at the biddibiddingin9
of hihis9 whom he seBevilely
and profanely bows as his god insults the
eitltiticitizenszens of the united states oyby telling them
that no one but those who bow as
as himself to brigham shall havohave leave to
stay in this territory ignores the fact that
the salt lakolake basin isais a rich oasis in which
nature has lavishly congregated all that is
needed at thothe halfhalfwayway point on the great
national highway tho pacific railroad and
that it all belongsbelong the citizens of tha united
states and not to brigham and his crew
we speak advisedly when we say brigham
and his crew for by reference to thothe doings
of the lattelatter daydayl it waiwal i

beeia seen that hey have attempted alvegivegive i

brigham and hishia set very great quantities
of lethe richest part of this valley including
mill privilegescivile es feekeefecc

Mhithertotinrto ththisi territory has only bebeen of
interest to thothe people ofof the united states
because of thothe infamous establishment
sought to bobe set up in it in the sacred name
of religion and tthe motor of ahethe warfare i

against thetho gross outrage has been alone
thetho moral sense of the country but now for
the reasons just named a commecommercialrwalroal inter
est ii added and the two together will as
surely as truth is truth and hightrightight is hightright
crush out the vile tilingthing and rid the country
of the foul blotbiot peaceably if possible butbat
with a besom of datdaldestructionruction if that ia inevit-
able mark these words HOW much they
sound like the language of the manifesto of
the mob in jackson county missouri I1

this editor in his shallow boasting for-
gets or purposely keep out of sight the
truth that this mormonism which is sac-
rilegiously called a religion is a heathenish
heterodoxy andgud that therthereforeeforo the orthodox
churches of thotheoe I1land0 num-
ber millions willmill throw against
thetho spurious monster ougah with au their
force thistos force only awaitsanahit the opportu-
nity that the will galvop Ut in that
day it willbowill do yowyou swo to buy a pitiful
Concongressmanfessmanressman and liehe must bbee a pitiful
oheoho indeedt ho t 1 6

in another article1 which appeared
1

on
the ah 0or awo find tefhe fol
lowing 1 I1 it 1 I

ththereerlarl wreare numbers of ibrolroi nersaers iulit this
territory ahnwho havebare never their
allegiance toche ruler from whosoisol
dominions they emigrated and who hatelhayed
year aateafter year votedtoted ronforor localocaloc officer and a
delegate to congenscongeesCongees therewhere are others
who deceived by blib repraprepresentationsreseltag onis of6f
the probate judjudgesjudaA elthorelther NrIlwilfullyfully ordiz ig-
norantlynorantlynt1 made itthatat they had no power to
naturalizee havehavo taken out their paperypapers
from the probate courts in many instances
papayinging a larger teetoe than the elerkclerkelerk
of tho district court wouldwoma be centitled to
chargecharged these foreignerscra all occupy and
hold more or less land in this
expect to avail themselves afpff the propre emp
tion lawlaw to the exclusion of0 actual citizens
whowito areafe readyteady and asiaws

1

as of occueoccupying
the land the lawslaig of thothe united
stales gives them tia righettonightright to do manyY of
these foreigners either holding no papers
at all orbr those spurious ones issued by
probate courts have since the passage of
the act of 18621662 prohibiting polygamy in
the territories of the united states openly
and persistently violated its provisionsprovision ii

and havenave beekbeen loud iain the expressionsex 0ns of
disloyalty towards the government of the
unite I1 states

hlfelfH if we weree alvinliving
w

g inthe days byh au
and I1 hadjieard th

I1 should have thought they were from
the warsaw signal but these execra-
ble sentiments were not published in
warsaw they were not published at the
sweetwater at austin or virginia in
montana but they were publishedpublishedatat
salt lake city in the centrecentra stake of
zionzionahaa at present organized they are
circulated through our streets and
placed in the hhandsads of our childrenchildren
they are disseminated throughout the
terterritory so farfir as they can be they
areaxere sent to thetild east and to the west to
thezhehe north and to the south and every-
where asfaras farasfar as the influence of ourene
amiesmies extends in these infamous sheets
theathe public aiealeare informed that the iatterlatter
idayday saints are assassins and everything
that is vile low and degraded and no
attempts are spared to excite against us
jnin the minds of the officers of the par-
ent government feelings of hatred andaud
to make them believe thata crusade

I1 ought to bab inaugurated against us
when a paper of this kind is published
in our inmidst and goes forth to the worldPunchallenged it is a difficult thing for
men and womanwomen of this terri-
tory jo0o realisenealise that every thing inhi itsitaits
pages concerning1 usi fatsefalse if therathere
iderevere any greater evidence needed dfouri
patience andwid forbearance and ofaf our law
abidingabidin tendencies than we havelhavalalready
91givenven they are to beber found in tifethe fact
that the editor of this paper isier liotriot hung
hear hear in any other community

he would have been strung up to a tele-
graphgraidh polebole btbut here in utah territory
isaltn saidbait lake city under the nose andand

in the eyes of the people and their
2leadersadersadens thistili man who proclaims these
aninfamousfa falsehoods travelstraveis our streets
ianlanunnoticednoticed and unchallenged let it be
known throughout the world what we
have submitted to in this respect and
there is not a man from texasteras to maine
from the atlantic to the pacific who
would not say wearewe are the most patient
and forbearingf ng people on the continent
or we would not submit to it- in any
other territory that office would be

gutted within five days
I1 allude to this matter because this

paper is sustained in our midst andnd
those whom we sustain sustain it our
money pays for its subscriptions our
money pays its editor buys its ink
paper and type and pays its compositors
and pressmen

x alilwell craz to another of the
growth of this antagonistic power inbi
our midst A short time ago a circular
got up secretly by certain reverend gen-
tlemen dwelling0 in this city and pro
bably printed and mailed by night wasvas
sent broadcast throughout thetha east in
which every vile epithet that so called
religious men could consistently ususee
was applied to us as a people inIII this
circular these so called christian di-
vines appealed as they said from a
strange land and from theille midst of a
strange people to their brethren in the
eastaasit invoking them if they wished to
save this laniland from barbarism and to
civilization to raise to buy a lot
on which a rectory might be established
and a school built and the purpose
for which that school was designed was
to inoculate the children of the latter
day saints with their damnable and
pernicious docdoctrines who sustains
this institution and who narnaf and
liastllast sustained this paper you daeican an-
swer these questions will wovie patient-
ly submit to these things shall we bow
ourselves as willing slaves to the yokejoke
they would fasten upon us cries of0noo no wellweil then if you will
notonotnok bowy to it stobstop your trad ing with
men ofdf this glassclassclass and sustain your
friends sustain those who want tota build
ip ahe kikingdom af god who are one
with nus if this fight must comecommandcime andind
we havebave totb clitcut airalloff allnil atomnaom the church
whowill badtilot reform irisri this rarespectpect I1
woulduld katherfather bevhave ibbiff donee nnowdow thanthiv
Vwaltwaitit until I1 environed by enemies wetwe
are thrust output of our possessions kythearthe
point of the bayonet and compelledI1 ao0
fleedetoltot thethie mountains forsafety ddnednp

saiasafasaid amenll i
asabasahAs an individual I1 have nonoi fellow-

shipkj with those who inthe eueerie
mies of the kinkingdomdorndoin of god JI1 neverrigger
did have from my childhood any
heart has been in this kihkingdommom aery
pulsation of it has been forfortionZion

fonforiti years wowe have submitted tto thistills
trtreatment at the hands of outsideroutsidersddngInin
ourdur midst the present paper has been
if ananythingAhing better than its predecessor
for that had no editorseditor18 name toft fos

on the hill here its contributors
were men who lorethewore the uniform of dairouroun
respected uncle its printers were
nienmen who were paid as soldiers there
was no name published at thetho headnead of its
columns and it was more base even than
thetile present publication because no oneoner
was responsible for its contents I1 havehaver


