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EDITORIALS.

A FEW DAYS IN ZION.

WE are in receipt of the following
communiecation from a gentleman
who has been spending some time
in the Territory, quietly informing
himself as to the true character of

the ““Mormons” and their lives and
institutions. He Isnot in any way
whatever connected with our peo-
ple, neither has he been solicited to
give an expression of his views,
which have been formed from an
altogether independent position:

SALT LAKE Ciry,
May 21, 1881,
ZLiditor Decserel News:

I desire, not as a Mormon, nor yet
as an anti-Mormon, but. as a non-
Mormon, and a non-religionist too,
to acknowledge through your excol-
lent Journal, the great difference be-
tween hearing of your people and
seeing them, which T experienced in
my own case. There is probably no
one question, nor ever has been one
before the American people, so little
understood and o universally mis-
represented to those who have never
visited Utah, than is and has been
that of the social, moral, religious,
and industrial status of the people of
this Territory. The people through-
out the Kastern States of this Union
are taught from infancy to regard
Mormonism asone of the most infa-
mous institutions in the world—one
of  the “twin curses” of America-—
and its adherents at onceallied with
the devil himself and “In league
with hell.,” The mass of the people
being “Christians,”” and the votaries
of that grand division of religionists
having persisted, and do still persist,
in designating the Government of
the United States as a “Christian”
government—some even going so far
as to insist that it is a Prolestant
Christian government—of course
those features of Mormonism which
most geem to antagonize Protestant
Christianity as itis taught and prac-
ticed by the evangelical churches of
to-day, are selected as pretexts for
denouncing, opposing and persecut-
ing Mormons. The prelenses are
false and the motives evil. Of this
one thing I am.eonvinced, viz: if you
abandon the one feature of your
system, polygamic marriage —the
one which your enemies pretend
most to object to, but whiech to you,
a8 [ understand it, is by no means
the essentlal one—your persecutions
would not cease, because of the fact
that it is your religion that your en-
emies are after, and nothin
else, You may not know it
here in Utah as wel as I
know it, but.the enemies of the
people of Utah are made in the Pro-
testant Sunday Schools and Young
Men’s Christian Associations, and
gimilar hot-beds of religious fanati-
cism in the Kast; and the abandon-
ment of polygamy by your people
would no more satisfy these ghostly
ghouls, than would the abandon-
ment of celibacy in the Catholic
priesthood satiate their desire to
destroy Catholicism anong the
people. As a non-religionist
I would accord to them, and
to the Catholic, aud to you, every
religious right and privilege under
the constitation of our common
country that I enjoy, including
among you, your practice of poly-
gamy, among the Catholics their |
practice of celibacy, and among the
evangelical churches of FProtestant-
ism their concubinage, and Beecher-
isms, only that the latter had better
be legalized and canonized, even as
the two former are, and thus legiti-
mise their unfortunate offspring and
make mistress-keeping a lawful oc-
cupation,

Buat it was of your morals, your
industry and your self-sacrificing
obedience to law that I intended writ-
ing. No honest man, who had any
regard for truth and justice, and who
is not either a fool or a knave, can
come among :your people, and see
what you have accomplished in
these mountain fastnesses ;
driven from g‘“pillar to post,’”’ for
claiming to have received by reve-
lationa new and a better faith than
they; led by your unswerving faith
in that inspiration which served the
children of Israel in the wilderness
asa piliar of cloud by day and a pil-
lar of fire by night; a thousand miles
from *“Christian civilization,” with
you wives and little ones, to this
then uninviting region; you have
transformed this valley of sage brush
into a garden of flowers and its bar-
ren wastes into blooming orchards
and fertile fields. To do this you
needed your hardy sons and daugh- |
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ters, even in their tender youthhood;
yet you found means to build the
school house as soon as your habita-
tions and houses of worship were
fixed; and hand in bhand went mo-
rals, fnduutry and education, 1 say,
no honest man can look u these
things and not love and respeet you
for it. No man but a fanatic and
fool can overlook these moble char-
acteristics of your people and allow
his prejudices to blind him when he
comes amnnﬁ you, or join persecut-
ing you when a thousand miles
away. Hearing is believing, but
sceing is the naked truth.

A BTRANGER IN ZION.

- - -

ALLEGED ILLEGAL VOTING
IN MONTANA.

Tar New North West publishes
our article on the felegraphie report
that a number of “Mormons” had
been indicted for illegal voting in
Montana. We expressed doubt as
to the correctness of the news, said

that it was in all probability part of
a scheme to upset the election of the
Democratic Delegate from Montana,
and showed that it was contrary to
the principles and policy of the peo
ple of Utah tointerfere in the poli-

tics of other Territories or States.

Qur northern contemporary ex-
plains the situation in this way,
“The United States Court terms of
the district have been held at Deer
Lodge, the judicial distriet including
Beaverhead, Silver Bow,Deer Lodge
and Migsoula counties, 1The Utah
and Northern was last year extend-
ed into Beaverhead County. A
number of “Mormons” were engag-
ed in grading and construcling the
road, and others in opera:iing
Some 850 of these remained
until the November election in 1880,
and voted at Dillon, Shinebergers,
Willow Creek, BSpring Hill and
Brown’s Bridge. 'I'here were 408
votes cast at Dillon, of which it was
estimated not over 200 were legiti-
male,

The “Mormon’ votes were chal-
lenged at the polls, The matter
was reported to the United States
District Attorney, and his interpo-
sition solicited. At the December
term of court, 1880, witnesses were

subpoenaed from Dillon and appeared | pe

to answer before the United States
graud}ury, but as important papers
and witnesses did not arrive in time,
the matter went over until the
April term, 1881, when District At-
torney Dryden had his evidence
present, and, as stated above, in-
dictments were found against ten of
the parties, some of whom were ar-

g | rested, and each gave bail in the

sum of $500 to answer at the Sep-
tember term of the Court.

It appears that by the laws cf
Montana, any male citizen of the
United States, over twenty-one
years of age, who has resided in the
lerritory three months and in the
county thirty days next preceding
the day of election, may vote in that
Territory. We are infarmed that
some of the men working on
the railroad, who had been in
the territory the required time,
were requested to vote and
did so funder legal advice that
it was in accordance wilh the territo-
rial law, which had been framed
with a view to getting all the votes
possible, including those of tempor-
ary residents.

When these cases come up before
the Court the application of the law

will be determined. The WNew
North-West, which is very hostile
virtually admits that it is doubtful

if any law has been violated in this
matter, and says: “If our prezent
election law is inadequate, then an
extra session of the Legislature
should be convened next winter to
enact a law that is sufficient for the
purpose.”’

We repeat what we have said in
effect before on this subject. Our

pecple have no desire to interfere in

rs
and il is contrary to our creed and
to ourjpractice as a religious body to
break the laws of any State or Ter-
ritory, which we may wvisit or re-
sidein. Our northern contemporary
speaks of “Mormons’ overrunning

tah into Idaho and ‘““defiling the
elections” of that Territory., Itis a
!ittle mistaken on this subject. The
‘Morinons” who vote n Idaho are
bona fide residents of that Territory,
the southern portion of which once
belonged to Utah, and when the
boun lines were drawn as at
present, they became citizens of
Idaho, with the same rights as non-
“Mormon” citizens. And what de-
filing of elections has been done in
Southern Idaho is notoriously the

work of the anti-“Mormon” Repub- | principal ‘“‘open sesame.” It, like| vorable

it. |-

=

licans; in their endeavors to cope
with the Democratic element which
has | strengthened by ‘““Mor-
mon”’ ballots, This has been proven
beyond doubt, and the only daﬂling
there has been on the “Mormon
side, is in the eyes of Republicans
because our friends have affilia
with the Democrati¢c party there. If
the “Mormon votes in Idaho eould
only berecured for the Republicans,
the more of our people whosettled in
Idaho the merrier and better it
would be with those who now talk
about “defiling the elections,”’

''he same paper expresses the fear
that the “Mormons” will swarm
over the counties through which the
railroads now building will and
control the local politics. There is
no danger that our people will at-
tempt to do anything contrary to
the laws of Montana., If any of
them should be- 80 unwise, let them
suffer the consequences, There
need be no fear on this score. If
any of them become residents of
Montana or any other part of the
Union, they will have the same

more and no less,
The reported difficulty a! Beaver-
head dwindles down into very small

_| proportions on investigation; only
ten persons have been indicted on |

the charge of illegal voting, and

when their case comes to trial it

| will quite likely be found that they

| on the wrong

gt;litim] intri
P

the subject.

[cumrﬁgmam.]
LABOR IS HONORABLE.
THERE is consideraqle disposition to

of honest labor, and to exalt or glori-

fy labor of an entirely different cha-
! racter,

Thus an importer only conde-
scends to associate with one who may
purchase at second hand; a railway

far below his notice; the facto

king looks upon his hands as so muc

raw material to be worked into car-
ts, calicoes or stuffs; the merchant
rarely unbends to a common olerk,
and so classiflcation becomes the
rule in society, coloring all its asso-
ciations, its habits, thopghts and de-
sires; it is the parent of rings, and
strategem is always in order to ex.
clude the lower grade, and it is al-
ways in order in the latter to scale
the barriers which surround the
former. The man who makes
money do his labor,whether through
railroads, ships or stocks, etc.,is su

posed to rank above one who in
foundries, factories aor coal mines
finds the wherewithal; the man of
wholesale palatial dry goods
or firms is in
the social scale beyond the
rétailer even of the first itade,
and bein turn looks down upon the
petty shopkeeper who far into the
night waits for the straggling cop-
pers, as one almost of a erent
race; and in some places a govern-
ment employe (if even but of the ex-
cise) feels as if he soared beyond all
men of non-governmental ition.

There are tho-e who consider

fezsional life as the only respectable
| thing; trade or commerce i: discount-
ed by the dentist, the M. ID.,and the
lawyer or judge, while to be Con-
gressman or Senator is to be “Hon-
orable,”” and when the ition is
once reached, the fascination of its
cloud-land seems to unfit and forbid
the, indulgence of common earth

rights as other resident citizens, no | resistance to

no matler how acquired so ’tis had;
behind the chariot wheels of Croezus
there is a pressing host of worship-
pere, sycophantic, imitative, yes,
envious and jealous, and by lon
consideration of “ways and means

favorite of the hour. -

But reflecting men, the best men,
see this and deplore it. They no-
tice that regard for appearances, for

ition, for style, for social altitude,

surroundings, is subversive of truth,
{u:l,iee, honesty, virtue, morals, re-

igion, and detrimen‘al to the high-
est interesis of the present and the
future. |

life-long advantages, speculation,
gambling, avarice, oppression, sel-
fishness, fraud and robbery are each
in turn used, in order that they may
“ turn up ‘fnck; ?? while the guiet
plodder, the indusirious man, the
scrupulous man, the man of senti-
ment or religion, with soul bent on
temptation and on

unworthy of a nod ot recognition or
even ‘‘ the erumbs which fall from
the richj man’s table.”

Sad as this picture may be in the
world at large, it will be tenfold
more sad, should it become inter-

evade this fundamental truth, or at | jqleness.
all events, to deprecate some forms | bespeaks

magnate thinks the section hand 1s |

woven into the fabric of Zion. One

have broken no law, but only voted | of the corner stones of the Church |
ticket to suit certain | of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

ers, I.et’s wait till|is the essential unity and brother-
tember before further dispute on | hood of man, and in all the ramifi-

cations of its soclety, this needs fo
be inscribed in letters as enduring as
the hills. If its mission is to be
filled, every
sense the inherent dignity of labor.
[f industry is a characteristic of
Deity, then his children should
not thelr parentage by
If creative

orer, in this respect most nearly ap-

roximate to their Father and Gog

o mould and fashion, to train and
cultivate, so that the crude and rug-
‘ged elements of nature shall swell
in forms of beauty and of use, min-
istering in angel paths to comfort,

convenience, and happiness s

and less towering ways of life.
Examples such as Cincinnatus
and Washington are rare, and really
only prove the rule; most men dread
cerlain labor after so giddy an ele-
vation, and to engage in mechanics, |
to return to the plough, the plane,
the forge or other shop, would be
looked u as real d ation,
Yet thisgis all palpably superficial;
some say ’lis brains,but far often
it is eunning; ’tis called ability, but
not unseldom is it shirking and

scheming 1o enjoy life with
the Jleast phys effort, to
bask  in  sunshine, supported

by those who in dark places, amid
the whirr of wheels or the clang of
bammers, put forth that creative
skill which is the best and the
grandest evidence of the divinity in
man.

Dignity and breadth of soul, com-
prehension of God and truih, grasp
of great thought, and skilled power
over the erude elements of nature
are not ihe rts to our best so-
ciely. Wealth Is the only or the

‘more ennobling, more dignified,
more Godlike, than to reap wealth

from the simple handling of the

cts of a world without enhanc-

g by labor the real value of the
whole.

And while it may be adundantl
true, that, wealth well used will
give culture, procure books, enlarge
opportunities, and permit of travel
yet it is also true, that even withqu
this, there may be great refinement,
much intelligence, good manners,
thoughtful habits, and all the Chris-
tian graces, amid the stirring hardy
ranks of labor,

To be a gentleman or a lady is not
dependent upon the contingencies
or accidents of society; there are
boors among the wealthy as among
the poor;but there is gentle breeding
in many a quiet cottage home, and
the splendors and magnificence of
palaces woos no more readily the
calm and of God than does the
hovel, if
fervor which reaches unto heaven
and brings its angels down to earth,
And from the ranks of industry,
from the haunts of labor, from the
workshop and the counter and the
farm, from the scullery and the
washtub, and the thankless position
of “hired help,” there will be gath-
ered a vasf army of true souls, prob-
ably less temgted, but more loved
than many who have rolled in afflu-
ence and of whom it was said,
““How hardly shall a rich man enter
the kingdom of heaven.”

-

A DISINTERESTED DEFENSE.

THERE are a great many people who
have visited Utah, and some who
have resided here for a considerable

' period, who are not in any way con-

nected with “Mormonism* or favor-
able to our religious views or insti-

tutions, but who are as much dis-
gusted with the folly and falsehood
of the traducers of the ‘““Mormons”
as any of our ple can be.
They are quite free to express
their dissent from the attacks that
are made upon us when conversing
with a “Mormon,” but they rarely,
if ever, make any public demonstra-
tion on the side of truth and justice.
If all the ladies and gentlemen who
have been to Utah and declared

that their opinions concerning the|j

Saints hud been changed
this
wou

by seeing
l1:019,:.:13: and people for themselves,

d openly express abroad the fa-
sentiments uttered while

charity “covers a multitude of sins;”

only anxious to rival or dethrone the

rf:ipectlva of the qualities of man-
hood or womanhood possessing these

In search of these momentary or

fealty to (God, is only * a poor coot,”

man and woman must

eneriy
the divine, the artisan, the
mechanic, the agriculturist, the lab-

erein is found that honest |

here, they would do much tow
correcting popularerrors and esig),
lishing a proper estimate of the yg,
ple who have done so great yy
a work in the vales of fj
ocky Mountains, o
But it is rare that any of thog
who admit while here that g,
world is mistaken in regard to gy
faith and our people, stand up fy
the tiuth when they returu to th
homes. It is so unpopular to speak
defense of the ‘‘Mormons,”
so difficult fo swim agaj
the tide, that they ray little
| nothing when they hear us mis
presented, and quietly glide into t}
general current. -
Once in a while, huwaver,aoﬁ
one who has sufficient courage f
brave the popular anger, and regar
enough for truth, though unpalat
able, to speak in its defense, come
out in theﬁublic rints with a refy.
tation of the slanders so plentifu]
hhmﬁi upon the devoted heads;
the Latter-day Saints, and a wor
favor of men and principles
tl;:!nnunwd and viewed from only
side. .
Of this honorable class, isa gen
tleman who signs himself W, Me(
and,in the columns of Z%yufh, a daily
newspaper published in New Yok
makes a ﬂgomus defense of {h
“ Mormons ” from a * Gentilgh
standpoint, in answer to some stai
ments made by that paper.  hik
the gentleman, who is well knoy
to the editors of the
in  which his well writ
article a rs. has made =0
few mistakes, his intentions are ev
dently to present facts not genergl
&fnuwn to the publie, and show
side of “Mormonism® that has
not been looked at by the 1, He
shows that ““polygamy is notthe
et that draws so many souls
into the Mormon net,” in wgidl_ he
is eminant:g correct, and |
further on that subject he zays:

“Chiristian people need not shud-
der at this, for they have only to
look into their own Bibles to see the
justification, and t

hey have only te
real the biblical history of the men
whose names are held sacred for a
precedent, Then why blame the
ioneers of Mormonism, Who were
eeply imbued with what they had
in sacred history, if they saw
their way to aquicker growth by the
practice of polygamy?

The Mormons at Nauvoo were
tossed about from pillar to post, un.
til at last they ved to turn their
backs upon a civilization which
secuted them because of their faith,
:.ind bfhit gjﬁdﬂ?;m ﬁt.hn.t lat, this

me they not practice polygamy
but worshipped their Ma]::nar in a
| different manner from other sects,
That was their crime, and that
alone,”

He gives an epitome of the exodus
from Nauvoo and the journey of
the Pioneers to Salt Lake and asks:

“What do you suppose was the
reason these people suffered such
terrible hardships? Was it that
they might practise polygamy? No!
The cause of thelr going so far wesf
was the same as brought the Pil

im Fathers to America—to find

omes and a place in which t
might worship the Creator in th
|own way, but principally to find
homes. These homes they now
have, and I wish that every other re-
ligious sect on earth could say the
same for their people. The methcd
of government in the Mormon
Church is a very simple one—the
only objection being that it does not
need lawyers to assist in its admin-
| istration.” |

He speaks of the Temple as ““pro-
bably as substantial a piece of archi-
tecture as there is in the world,”
| describes the manner in which dis-
putes are settled among the ‘“Mor.
mons’’ without the aid ofpolicemen
and lawyers, pictures the change
experienced by %or ple who
eome here from the old countries
cnd obtain homes and independ-
ance, and continues:

““Here is one little thing which
it might be well for our ministers
to ponder over, in which the great
strength of the Mormon Chureh lies:
There is not a Mormon—man, wo-
man or child—in any of the twen-
ty-one stakes of Zion who does not
know where they will get their
supper and a bed at night. In all
the Mormon cities and towns there
is not a hungry Mormon to be found,
Beggars are unknown among them.
There are, scattered through Ultab,
Wyoming, ldabo, Montana, New
| Mexico, Arizona, etc.—within the
urisdiction of the Chure¢h—in round
numbers, 140,000 members, and still
this Arcadian state of things exists.
Where is there another religion on
| the face of the earth,that in 35 years

|




