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DISCOURSE

iwered by President (eo. @. Cannon
Dchzzr Sur'a{iqy, September 1864, _]892:
in the Tabernacle, Sall Lake City.

[REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER,|
L will real s portion of the dth
chapter of the First Epistle of John:

«Reloved, bolieve not every apirit, but
|ry]?|?‘l, Bpj.-}m, whether they aro of God:
bécause many falee prophets are goneout
inip the world, Horeby know ye the
Bpirlt of God: Evory splrit that conlesseth
tfat Jesus is come In the flesh is of God:
And svery apirit that confesseth not that
Jesus Christ s come in the flesh is Dot of
God: and this is that spirit of antichrist,
whereof ve have heard that it should
come: and even NowW already is it intho
\\'orl(i. Ye nre of God, litile children,
and have overcomothem: becaure greater
is he that ia in you than he that is in the
world, They are of the world: therefore
speak they of the worid, and the world
heareth them. Weare ot God: he that
knowsth God heareth us; he thatis not
of God heareth not n=. Hersby know we
the spirit of truth and the spirit of orror.
Bsloved, let us love one another: for lova
i= of God; and every one that lovoth is
born, of God, and knoworh God. He that
loveth not knowsth not God: for dod is
love. In this was manifested tho
love of God toward ns, because thnt God
went his only begotien Son into the
world. that we might live through bim,
Herein is love, not that we love God, but
1tha: he loved ns, nnd sent his Son to be
the propitiation for onr sins, Beloved, if
God so loved us, we ought alsq to love
one ancther.”

The Apostle says further:

“Ifn man sny, I love God, and hateth
his brotber, he in & liar: for he that loveth
not hia brother whom ho hath seen, how
can bo love God whom ho bath not
keen?”

Ip standing up to address you, I do
80 with » desire that I shsli have the
ameistance of your faith and prayers.
Ap we are often told, It I8 our privilege
when we come together ns we have
done this afternoon to have the pres-
ence and the nssistance of the Bpirit of
God, that the very things may be given
unto us thut are adapted to our various
conditions and eclrcumstances. I do
not kmow your thoughls, nor your
wanis, nor the condition of your
minde, nor your temptations or triale;
but God knows them, nnd therefore
He usks His servants, when they
Hpeak Lo the people, to rely
upon Him, and he has promised if we
wlll do o in faith that He will give
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un that which shall be sppropriate for
the instruction and benefit of the peo-
ple, Therefore, it 18 Dot necessary that
weshould prepare our discourres be-
forehand, becanse if we did that we
would thwart the purpose of God and
prevent the free flow ot His Holy
Bpirit. We are commanded, however,
to ponder npon the things of His king-
dom, und he will give unto us ut the
very time that we need that which is
adapted to the elrcumstanees and con-
ditions of the people; and we are also
commanded not to rpesk unless we do
a0 by His Bpirit, It is o grave responsi.
bility to etand up as a teacher of & coon-
gregation like thir, and one naturaily
shrinke trom it. Hut when we come
together ns we should do, then ocur
minds are filled with light, and there
is no one who has come to meeting in
thnt spirit that will go awny wlithout
being satisfled.

There I8 & great desire exprersed Ly
maoy when they hear the testimony
o! the servants of Ged, to know whetb-
er that which they testify to iz Lrue or
nol. The Lsatter-day Baints bear a
very remarkable testimony when they
address the world. Their Eiders who
go forth to preach the Goepel utter a
good many snyluge that are very hard
for the pecple to believ e, und there-
fore they frequently meet with great
opposition, This la an age of eunlight-
enment. I suppose there never was a
generation whiehi prided itself m-are
upon 1ts progress jn every direction
than does ours. We are the heirs of all
the agea. Allthe truth that has ever
been known Lo man issupposed to hecon-
centrated in the breasts of living mcn
in our day, not only religious truths,
Lut truths of every character. It is
therofore looked upon uws a very herd
saying, especinlly by the religlous
worlu, that God hes Again spoken from
the heavens and reatored to the earth
the everlasting Gosepel, and that the
churches which are organized smong
men have depsrted, in many respects,
from tbe anclient pattern. This wounds
the melt-love nnd pride of the world.
They feel very much hurt at such ex-
pressions, and anger is aroused [fre-
quently in their minds because, as I
buave snid, n great many belleve thut
we are living in a very progresaive
ageaud In tbe fuil blaze of Gospel
light, But tbe truth nevertheless re-
quires that the statements which are
mide hy the Latter-day Saints ehould
be told.

Then the inguiry arises, How nre
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we to koow that that which you tell
us ia true

Somes do not take the trouble to make
such an Inqulry as this, becauss they
treat with contempt the message
that they hear. They consider it ug-
worthy of thelrattention. They look
upon those who make these statementa
as almest crazy, apd pass them by na
utterly unworthy of their nolice. But
there‘nre those in whom this inquiry
arisen, ‘‘If this be true, how =arv we
to konow {17

Ail the churches that are now or-

anized proclaim that they are true.

Cach pect claima to be the Chureh of
Chbrist, and itse ministers claim to he
the rervants of Christ, They claim
that by enotering their chureh
in & proper manner salvation
mny he secured. And their effort is to
make everyone belleve this, and to
throw askle all doubts concerning the
effieacy of the \th of salvation as
they teach it. e have in this city
at the present time—I did not intend
to niiude to this in the commencement,
but it comes to mind .an approprinte—
meetings to which the publie ure in-
vited, and they are nppealed to to for-
snke sin and to turn o godliness, and
they are asked, as [ underatand, which
churen they wish to join—that is,thore
who areconverted to the necessity of
forsaking 8in and becomwing religlous.

Now, according to our view, thia ia
ail wrong. There can be but one
Chureh of Chirist. There can be but
one plan of esivation. As Paul ex-
pressed it, *‘Onw Lord, one failh, one
b.ptism,**—not mony Lorde, not many
forms of faith, not many forms of
baptiem. If we had tbe truth as it is
in Jesus there wouild be but one plan
of ealvation, and but one path in
which men and women would be re-
quired to walk In order to ohtain anl-
vation; aud that path Jesus described
ag a straljght and narrow path., That
was the path in which He expecied
His folinwers would walk. If men
have the authority to peint out diifer-
ent patha. and to frame different plans
and ditfferent ordinnuces, and to suh-
mit difterent requirements to the
children of men In order that they
mny he diselples of Christ, then there
is something peeded to authorize
these men more than js found In the
Bible. Certainly, .the Bible, which
in the Word of God, does pot
warrant any such thing, snd I beljeve
Christinns generally deny that there
has been any revelation from @od rince



