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I1 will real a portion of the ath
chapter of the first epistle of john

beloved believe not every spirit but
try the spirits whether they are of god

false prophets are gone outbbecausewanse many
into the world hereby know ye the
spirit of god every spirit that contesseth
that jesus tois come in the flesh is of god
and every spirit that confes seth not that
jesus christ is come in the flesh is not of
god and this is tthathat spirit of antichrist
whereof yoye have heard that it should
come and even now already is it in the
borilworld ye are of god little chchildrenildron I1

and have overcome them because greater
Is hebe that isin in you than he thatthai is in the

are of the world therefore
speak they of the world and the world
heareth them we are of god he that

god heareth us he is not
of god heareth not us hereby know we
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error
beloved let us love one another for lovalov
is of god and every one that loveth is
born of god and god uehe that
loveth not not god for god is
lovolove in this was manifested the
love of god toward us because that god
tentsent his only begotten son into the
world that we inmightight live through him
herein is love not that we love god but
that he loved us and sent his son to be
the propitiation for our sinasin beloved if
god so loved us we ought also to love
one another 19

the apostle says further
if a man sayany I1 love god and habeth

his brother he jais a liar for be mat loveth
notnor his brother whom he hathbath seen how
ciancan hebe love god whom he bath not
seen

in standing up to address youjou I1 do
so0o with a desire that I1 shall have the
assistance of your faith and prayers
As we araare often told it Is our privilege
when we come together as we have
done this afternoon to have the pres-
ence and the assistance of the spirit of
god that the very things may bibbe given
untoonto us thathat are adapted to oureur various
conditions and circumstances I1 do
not know your thoughtsthoughts nor your
wentwants nor the condconditiontion of your
minds nor your temptations or trials
butbat god knows them and therefore
he asks his servants when they
speakpeak to the people to rely

upon him and he hikehas promised if we
will do so in faith that he will give

us that which shall be appropriate for
the instruction and benefit of the peo-
ple therefore it lais not necessary that
wewa should prepare our discourses be
forehand because if we did that we
would thwart the purpose of god and
prevent the free flow of his holy

spirit we are commanded howeverhoever
to ponder upon the things of his king-
dom and he will give unto us at the
very time that we need that which is
adapted to the circumstances and con-
dition

con-
ditions of the people and we are also
commanded not to speak enle we do
so by his spirit it lais a grave responsi-
bility to stand up as a teacher of a con-
gregationgregation like WINthis and one naturally
shrinks from it but when we come
together as we should do ththenen our
minds are filled with light and there
is no one who has come to meeting in
that spirit that will go90 away without
being satisfied

there tola a great desire expressed by
many when they hearhar the testimony
of the servants of god to kknownow wchethh eth
orer that which they testify to la19 true or
not the latter day bear a
very remarkablereable testimony when they
address the world their elders who
go forth to preach the gospel utter a
good many sayings that are very hard
for the people to e and there-
fore they frequently meet with great
opposition thisabla isin hnan age of enlight-
enment I1 suppose there never was a
generation which prided itself more
upon its progress in every direction
than does ours we are the heirs of all
the aiesages all the truth that has ever

to man is supposed to baconbe con
in the breasts of living men

in our day not only religious troths
but truthstruth of every character it is
ththerefore looked upon as a very hard
saying especially by the religious
world that god has again spoken from
the heavesheavens and restored to the earth
the everlasting gospel and that the
churches which are organized among
men have departed in many respects
from the ancient pattern this wounds
thetheselselfloveMove and pride of the world
they feel very much hurt at such ex
prespresslons and sugaranger is aroused fre-
quently in their minds because as I1
have saidodd a great many believe that
we are living in a verymery progressive
age and in the fullfall blaze of gospel
light butchobut the truth nevertheless re-
quires that the statements which are
madomade by the latter day saintssaint should
be told

then the inquiry arises howflow are

we to know that that which you tell
usug Isie true

some do notdot take the trouble to make
sucheuch an inquiry as this because theytreat with contempt the message
that they hearbear they consider it un-
worthy of their attention they look
upon those who make these statements
as almost crazy and passpan them by as
utterly unworthy of their notice but
there are those in whom thlethis inquiry
arisesariises itif this be true how areace we
to know it

all the churches that are now or-
ganizednihed proclaim ththatt they are trueeachmeach sect claims to bbe tthebe church otof
christ and its ministers claim to be
the servants of christ they claim
that by entering their church
I1inD a proper manner salvationmay be secured and their effort istois to
make everyone believe this and to
throw aside all doubts concerning the
efficacy of the plan of salvation as
they teach it we have in this city
at the present time I1 did not intend
to allalludeude to this in the commencement
but it comes to mind asa appropriate
meetings to which the public are in
cited and they are appealed to to for
sake sin and to turn to godliness and
they are asked as I1 understand which
church they wish to join that is those
who are converted to the necessity of
forsaking sin and becoming religious

now according to our view this is
all wrong there can be but one
church of christ there can be but
one plan of salvation As paul ex-
pressed it one lord one faith one
b notdot many lordo notdot many
forms of faith not many forms of
baptism itif we had the truth asa it is
in jesus there would be but one plan
of salvation and but one path in
which men and women would be re-
quired to walk in order to obtain sal

andana that path jesus described
as a straight and narrow path that
was the path in which he expected
his followers would walk if men
have the authority to point out differ-
ent paths and to frame different plans
andadd different ordinances and to sub-
mit different requirements to the
children of men in order that they
may be disciples of christ then there
lieis something needed to authorize
these men more than is found in the
bible certainly the bible which
is thehe word of god does not
warrant any such thing and I1 believe
christians generally deny that there
has been any revelation from god sinsinceca


