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There is nothing given to the children of
men that is equal to it. -

This is our position today in these
mountains. We bave been led here by
the power of God—led by a prophet,
seer and revelator, President Brigham
Young, who was fuil of the Holy Ghost
and full of revelation, appointed ot the
Lord, and who magnified his calling up
to the hour of his death. We came here
and found a barren desert. From that
day till this it has been a continual
growth and increase, until we have ar-
rived at a point where we have a taber-
nacle as a *‘shadow in the daytime from
the heat * * * and for a covert from
storm and from rain.” These things
have all been prophesied of thousands of

ears ago by the ancient Prophets and
%atriarchs who toresaw the work of God
in the last days.

I want to say a few words to our
young mien who are rising up among us.
1 want them to comprehend and under-
stand the blessings that are within their
reach, The Lord has given us a large
pumber of sons and daughters. They
have got totake the places of their
fathers, the same as the sons of Adam
bad in his day and generation. A great
responsibilty rests upon them. The
Lord requires at the hands of our sons
that they shall bear off this kingdom of
our God while they dwell inthe flesh,
that they may be justified. The Lord
told Oliver Cowdery, “And if it so be
that you should labor all your days in
crying repentance unto this people, and
bring save it be ome soul unto me,
how great shall be your joy with him in
the kingdom of my Father.”” i requires
light, knowledge and understanding; it
requires the spirit and power of God for
us to comprehend our position, our bless-
ings and our gifts that God has placed
upon us. [feelto rejoice and thank God
niyselt that I have lived to see what 1 do
in these valleys of the mountains; that 1
have lived to see these multituded that
fill these tabernacles and temples
and labor here in the _ building
up of the kingdom of God. The Lord
has been very merciful to me, and my
life has been preserved to pass li]rouﬁh
these things, and I stili remain in the
midst of this people. [have to acknowl.
edge the hand of God in the whole ot it.
1 suppose you have to do so with regard
to your fives. The fact is, there is not
a blessing that God has bestowed upon
us from the beginning but has been the
gilt of God. We should understand
this. We have preached the Gospel to
every nation, kindred, tongue and peo-

le, as lar as the Lord has opened doors

or us and we have had the privilege of
going. Still the world today is tuil of
people who have not heard the Gospel
of Jesus Christ; and while the Priesthood
rests upon our shoulders we are suil un-
der obligation and are still held respon-
sible for the salvation of the children of
men, as lar as we have the privilege of
bestowing these gifts upon thg sons and
daughters of Adam. Only think that by
embhbracing the Gospel of Christ we can
become heirs of God and joint heirs with
esus Christ, that we can bhave part in
the first resurrection, and come forth out
of our graves and be clothed with glory,
immortality and eternal iives, and_pass
into the presence of God and the Lamb
and dwell with them eternally in the
heavens! Who comprehends this? Do
the inhabitants of the earth? They do
not. Satan has warred against us from
the organization ot this Church, to try

and destroy this people; but so far we
have been preserved. We should be
thankful for these blessings. 1 realize
myself that we are dependent upon the
Lord in all things. The Lord is our pre-
server. Heis the author of our saiva-
tion. Jesus Christ has Jaid down His life
to redeem us by His blced, and through
that we have these hlessings bestowed
upon us.

Among other things, we live in a gen-
eration in which the Lord has enabled
us to rear several temples—some in
these mountains and some before we
came here; and hundreds and thousands
of people go into these temples to re-
deem their dead. This is a blessing the
Latter-day Saints should prize. It isa
duty that is required at our hands to do
what we can in this direction. It isa
blessing that the inhabitants of the earth
have not had for centuries until this dis-
pensation. 1 hope that no man who has
got a record of his father's house will go
down to his grave without having at-
tended to this work. How would I
feel, after living as long as [ have, with
the privileges I have had of going into
these temples, to go into the spirit world
without baving done this work? I meet
my father’s house, 1 meet my mother’s
house, I meet my progenitors, and they
are shnt up in prison; I held the keys of
their salvation,.and yet did nothiag for
them; what would be my feelings, or
what would be their feelings toward me?
They would not like it. I teelthat while
the Lord has given us this blessing,

every man and woman in this Church-

that has any faith at all in God and in
the Gospel should attend to this duty.
Jesus Christ, while His body lay in the
tomb, went and preached to the spirits
in prison, that were drowned in the days
of Noah by the flood, because of their
wickedness and abominations. They had
been in prison for a long time, and He
went and preached to them, *‘that they
might be judged according to men in the
flesh, but live according to God in the
spirit.”’ Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith,
David Patten, and the Apostles and El-
ders who bave been true and faithlul
unto death have also gone to the spirits
in prison in their day and time and
preached the Gospel of Christ to their
fathers’ houses and to those who are
shut up in prison, and they are laboring
there tor the salvation of the children ot
men. These are glorious principles—
principles which the Latter-day Saints
should not neglect while they have the
privilege and power. As [ said in the
beginning, there is no calling, a man
can be called to, any greater than to have
this right and privilege to go forth and
save the souls of men—save them by
preaching the Gospel to them, by ad-
ministering the ordinances of the house
of God to them, that they may be pre-
pared themselves to go into the king-
dom of heaven and into a celestial glory.
There are three glories. Paul in speak-
ing updn that subject said, “There is
one glory ot the sun, and another glory
of the moon, and another glory of the
stars; for one star differeth from another
star in glory. So also isthe resurrection
of the dead.” These glories overshadow
the whole human family. Now, how
much better it is for a man to receive
these ordinances, that he may go where
God and Christ dwell, which is the high-
est glory. But Jesus said in His day,
*‘Straiglit is the gate, and narrow is the
way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it;”” while “broad is

the way that leadeth to destruction, apd
many there be which go in thereat'.”
think many times that we ourselves do
not prize the blessings that we enjoy and
that are within our reach. Qur hearts
should be set upon the building up of
the kingdom ot God, the Zion of God
and the work ot God, while we z7e here
and have power to perform these things.
It is our duty as the Presidency and as
Apostles, not only to labor gurselves,
but to send forth the Elders of Israel 1o
the pations of the earth to proclaim
tihe Gospel. Doors are open today
among many of the nations for the
spread of the Gospel of Christ, and to
bring the people unto Chris: (hat they
also may receive these blessings,

Brethren and sisters, this j .
feel this morning. Of all pegptﬁ',e Gﬁe:
heavens we shoiild be the best, the most
righteous, and the most true and faith-
ful to God and to our fellow men, We
should be true and faithtul 1o the Holy
Priesthood while we have it restip upon
us, and true to our labors. | reiogice at
our condition today. 1 rejoice at the
peace that has come unto Us by the pow-
er and blessing ol God, 1 rejoice a? the
change that is taking place in the world:
We are visited now. by hundreds of peo+
ple irom the nations of the earty, They
are coming to behold the glory of Zion.
They come to enquire at our hands con-
cernmg various n_latters, and there jsa
very different feeling to what there was
in former days toward us, Brother]ohn
W. Taylor referred to our going 1o St
Louis and to Chicage. Yes, | recollect
very well when we went intg Jackson
County, Missouri. My labors there have
been alluded to. When 1 went on my
first mission in 1834, [ had te £o through
Jackson County on my way to Arkansas.
[t was just after our brethren had been
driven out. [had to go and hide ip the
cornfields and in the brush dyring the
day, and walk along in the night, gtm 1
got through that county, for the |iveg of
myseif and companion were in Japger
there. The last tinie I went there %he
Mayor of Independence came out to
meet us with a fine carriage. He had
but one arm, baving lost the other in
the army, but he gave us thag yrm and
made us welcome. 1 could Bet help but
feel the diflerence Dbetweep thenpand
when [ went through there as 3 1pission-
ary. Thereis a change taking place.
Zion is going to rise and shine ang the
glory of God will rest upon her. This
people, it they do their duty, 1] fulfill
and carry out these great Principles and
the eyes of the world will be turpeqd to-
wards Zion, and men will come o en-
quire concerning the things of the king:
dom of God. Weareinagood Condiliog
We are biessed ot the Lord, The Lat.
ter-day Saints have never been gg well
off temporally. Go into the hgyses of
the Latter-day Salnts, and you vil| find
them in a better position than they have
ever been belore. These are theybless-
ings of God, and we should prize these
things and give God the glory {or them
while we try to do our duty 4nd maoni.
fy our calling, 1 wantto say thy | gam
in for salvation and for eterpg) life. I
have labored for that since [ wag 4 boy-
[ have desired the gifis and pr ceg anyd
hlessings manifest in the days qf Jesus
and His Apostles. In my ¢hildhgod I
prayed God that I might live 1o gee a
prophet or somebody who coyld teach
me the principles 1 read ot iy the New
Testament, The clergy of the dav did
not do it. Nobody around lherey ap-



