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which I never had before! whea I was under
arrest, 1 could net help those feelings, and
they have depressed me,??

e .
SERKON
Dy Elder John Taylor, Tabernacle. November;
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I shall tuke the liberty this af’ernoon, of se-'!
lectirg a text. In the Second  Epistie and last |
verse of the gospel according 10 Bt Brigham lﬂi
Colonel Alexander, will be found the following
words: ‘We say, 1 18 THE KiNGpom oF Gnni
or NorHixg:’ 5

We revere the testimony of ancient men. of
God, us recorded in what are aften termed *the
scriptures of divine truth,’ and it is quite eom-
ol for mwen to refer to what' the prophets bave
suid and 10 reason from theirwords. Now, I have
Feen of the impression, for some langth of time,
that the sayings of modern wmen of God are of
ns great impoitance as the sayitgs of ancient
men of God, and a great deal more applicable to
oy condilion. /

In lookiyg at the Epis'le to Colonel Alexander
and considering the important things said in it, [
wus particularly stinck with the last words,
which compose wy texty *The Kingdom of Ged
iy .E\-u“:in;:,’

In otherdays men have had their theories and
their jdeas about Chistiznity, Paganism, &ec.,
which were referred to this mornirg; but we be-
lieve in living piicstheod; in present revelation, in
the Church and kivpdom of God &s it now exists

on theearth es weir as'in things that were spo- |

en of by ancient prophets, conseqaently we be-
leve in adaptivg our lives and actions 1o the po-
silion that we now ceenpy us servants of the true
und living God, as Ged’s represeniatives on the
carth, as these whe aredestined tolay the foun-
dation of that kingdom which shall stand forever.

v ought to prewail in the United States.

 THE DESER

our Judzes, United States Marshal, Seeretary of
State, Indian Agency? Tlie President of the
United States. o | |

Has there been another Governor appointed ?—
[ suppo-e there has, but he has not yet been quali-
fied. No man has anthority to act in the guber-
natorial capacity in this Territory at the present
time according to the laws of the United States
but Gov. Young: No Governor has a1izht to act
here, althongh e may have been uppointed by
the Presudent of the United States, until he comes
here and is qualified. No man has ever come
yet to be qualified and consequently Gov., Young
stands legitimately in that place,

What law have we transziessed? T have tried
to fid out, ' We have examined the Coustitution
of the United States and the laws pertaining 1o
these mattérs und i anbody here or elsewhere
can point ouf any law that we have transgressad
as Amerfcan citizens, they know more abont it
than 1 have been able to learn, and [ should like
such a person fo put me in pussession of that in-
formaticn. i ,

~What next? 'Why, on the back of this, after
lieing about us, slandering, abusing and fimposing
up-onus, trampling upon our rights and sending
the meanest corses amoug us that ever disgraced
tie footstool of God, men they are ashamed of
themselves, they have now sent an armed force
contrary to law andright and tp the principles that
They nave
no more right to do this thah I have to cut any
of your throats.

There is no anthority raranteed 1o the Presi-
dent of the United Stafes to perpetrate so diabol-
ical an act as the one he hus ensuped in, Why
i3 it that this done? | Is it becauss we are worse
than other people? No.  After ruking up ev-
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| ergthing they could, befora I left the States,

tie opnly thing they could fiud apgainst us
as a people was that we had burned some
books” belonging to the United States Court,
and since thut 1 iave ssen wublished offi lavits to-

What is the kivgdom of God?  This is a ques- | tally denying any such thivg, by the 'Cletk of
tion thatis in almost every body’s mouth: every | that Court.

baint is lnteresied 1o this quesiion.

We ticed not |

1'he President of the Unifed States has now

voinlo the nonsense of sectarianism, we will let | taken upon himself the responsibility of sending

it go entirely, hook and line, for we kuow enoungh
about it 1o care nothing alout it ndrabout the ub-
eurd ideas entertained by scetarions of the king-
dom of God,

The guestion iz, what is the kingdom' of God?
How do westand related to it2) Whatis our po-
sition and what are the diities' devolviug upoen us
to-duy, to~morrow uud every day of our lives as
servaits of the fiving God!

In the Epistle I have referred to, there is some-
{hing said ubout the struggles. we have endured,
he privatious we have'sutfered, the difficulties we
irive passed 1hro?, the wrongs und' indiguities that
have been heaped upon us continually and the per-
secutions that have been muliiplied upon us as a

people, even {rom the day of the organization of |

tuis Chureh to the presemnt. There was in it a
etrong marked and defermined expression; il gave
Colonel Alexsnderand whomsoover it cotcorned,to
understund  that it was tnne that these 'things
thould cease, tiAt this people, us weil 'as every
olhier people, should have their rights and these
1izhts they were bentupon having, at “all events,
1 ot feariug the result; that we, as a people, ure
aetermined to be fiee, for with us il'is ‘the King-
dom of Gou or nothihg.?

VWhen we tallk abour kinedoms we talk about
governments, rule, guthority, power, for whejeey-
er there is g lingdom these prinziples exist 10 a
creater or les3: extent., - The' Kiugdoms of tliis
world hiave their powers, authorities, rule, regn-
lalions, law-givers, o'c., according to the kind of
Government they adppt.  IHitherto we, as a peo-
pley have been amelgamated, Lo a greal extent, with
olher nations. Itis trne we have had ‘a ehureh
goverament, ehureh laws, chureh discipline, and
by the Holy Priesthood associated with this
church we liave governed the people. Slill, we
liave been subject to another government, power
ardd anthoritly—to gentile rule, gentile dominion,
zentile laws, to rentile usages and cuostoms, to
which we have been willingly subjee!, so far as
they were righteous, and i1t 'was told us by the
Lord that if we observed the laws of Gud we
1.eed not bresk the laws of the land.

The laws of man we have kept faithfally, ed-
Lering tenaciously tothe prineiples of the Con-
stitution of the govérmment uuder which we hauve
lived. We have not transgressed them in one
iole, but huve maintained our relationship honor-
ably with the unalion we have been associated
with,

The first thing we did when we came to thisland
was 10 organisga government for our protection,
which was according to the paitern set us by our
neighbors, Orez-n for instance; then represented
ourcase to the United States. {

We came out here beciuse we were disfran-
chised, exiled, robbed of cur righ's as American
citizens and forced to wander in the wildermess to
seek among the savages of the forest that free-
dom denied us by ehristianity. D.d we in this
transgress any of laws of the United States, de-
part from any usage, or act contrary to any es
t2blished custom or lnw of thegovernment? We
did not. We applied for the sanction of Con-
gress to our doings und it wasa matter of aston-
isment and surprise that we shounld take such steps,
after the usage we had reeeived; our cotirse was
applanded by Statesmen, Senators, members. of
Congress and the authorities of the Unifed States
generally,, and all cur transactions, constitution
and lnws were approved gladly, considered rizhi
ond aceor ing tothe usages and laws of the Uni-
t-d States. ST

By and bye we pétioned for a territorial gov-
ernmert and obtained it.  Our enemies have al
ihie time beepn complaining of us that we have ip-
yringed npon the Constitulien and laws of the
United States. But | ask wherein have we done
it? Who appoiated our Governot? The Presi.
dent of the Uniled States, by and with the adviee
and consent of the Senate, according to the usage
which exists, but indeed ﬂnntmr{vfu any rigzht
they possessed; still he did it. ho appointed
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into this "Lerrifory an armed force to trample un-
ofi the rights of 100,000 American "freemen, on
purpose lo subserve a political interest, for: the
Lenenitof Lis own party. It becomes a serious
question with us what to do under these c¢ireum-
stances. | _ |

Shall we lay down and let those scoundrels ent
our throate?—is the first question,  Shall we un-
tie our neckeloths and tell them 1o ecome on and
cut and earve away as they plaase and koeck
down, draz ont, and iutroduce théir cbominatious
among us—their cursed christian institutigns to
prostitute cur women and lay low our best men?
ohull we suffer it, Isay?

There are certain things that are sacred to us
and to every man and womans if we submit to a
thivg of thatsort, we snbmit to see the very in-
stilulions of our own nation framplea under foot,
the Constitution of our coun!ry desecrated and
rentin picces.  We submit to see the bonds sey-
¢rad that have 'bound this nafion together and
Llood, anarchy and eonfusion prevail.

It they have a mind {o cuteach other’s throats
we have no objections, we gay, suceess to both
parties; but when they‘come to eut curs withou!
ceremony, we €ay hands off, gentlemen. We
are not so relizious ssto sit down meekly and
tamely. submit to these things; we understand
gomething of the difference between what some
call treason or treasonable acls and  buse submis-
sion to the will of a tyraut who would seek to
bring us info servile claius, iuto perfect submis-
8iot to his sway.

We are engazed here in protecting ourselves,
our wives and fumilies, in guarding everything
that i: sacred and honorable amonr men from in-
vasion and oppression of some of the most cor-
rupt wretelgs thal ever disgraced the footstool of
God.

“This is pretty plain talk say you. [ meant
to talk pluing 1 do not wish to be misunderstood.
[ have lately been conversant with gome of their
proceedings, having been in their neighborhood
for somelime recently.  Some of our brethren
wiho went among thera with messages have said
thut such was the filth and obseenity of their
language—cursiog, sweuriny and every mean-
ness that, rather thanstay all night with them,
they clioose lo go off some distance and lay on
the ground. = If thess are the feelings of our
bre thren, some of whom are rongh and uncouth
in their manners, we know not how our sisters
would feel in such delectable society. -

Wo will not submit to snch a state of things
forever, If vou, our enemies, ure determ'ned to
in.adge our rights, irumple upon our liberties,
statels from us the rich boon we have inherited
from our fathers, 10 make ns bow in vile subsor-
vieace to your will, we will resist yon, we will not
submit to it.  We will say, stand back and give
us our rights; we will aet the part of freemen and
wa say it shell be ‘the kingdom of God or noth-
ing.? :
irWhy is it that we are persecufed? Tt is be-
canse we believe in the establ shment of thie king-
dom of God npon the earth; because we say and
know thet God has csta lished bis kingdom; be-
cause the principles of righteousness are intro-
duced among the children of men and they expose
the evi.s, corruption, priesteraft, pﬂ]i{icul cralt
and the abomipations that cvery where exist;
they lay nakel before all men the abominable
acts of the human family. It is not beeause there
ig evil among us, but because there i3 goodness,
truth, heliness. Il is because God has spoken
and his word has had effect on our hearis, to gov-
ern and influence our conduet.

It is hecanse of these things that the present
erusade has been set on foot against us, and no
doubt it bagan to rage at the yery {ime that you
were humbling yourselves before God, when yon
commenced the reformafion and were repenting
of your sins and makinz restoration. At the
time the Spirit of God began {o be manifested
among you, the spirit of the devil began to rage
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among them against you, stirring them up to
pluck you down, root .you up and destroy you
from the face of the earth,

‘Why was it that you had the reformation
among you, that you were'stirred up 1o repent of
your sirs and make restitution? It was because
vou had the Holy Priesthood in your midst, the
Spirit of propheey and revelation, because yon
had men among yon who could commune with
the Most High and contemplate His purposes and
designs towards the human family. It was be-
cattse they saw evils existing among yon, and
dure tell of it, and the Spirit of God pointed the

pentance,

If we had eorruption, grog holes, rowdyism and
every kind of peliution among us, and were this
place permitted "to be a perfect sink of iniquity,
where the gambler, horse racer, blackleg and
every evil character would be tolerated, then we
should be hail fellows, well met with our enemies;
the wicked would bow and scraps to us all over
the earth, they would call us gentlemen every-
wliere, and we would be respectad. It would be
as it wus with « few of our brethren who had to
play a ruse upon some of the Missourians. The
‘Mormon’ boys were flying from a mob and had
o pass a meeling house when the people were
coming out from their prayers. These pisus
souls suspected that the brethrén were ‘Mor-
mons.? |

*You are ‘Mormons.? damn vou,’ said they.

“We are not, damn yon, let go of my horse or I
will knock yeour damned head off.’

‘O, we discover you are not *Mormons,’ gentle-
men, we are under a mistake,” and they let them
go

Who is it that is acquainted with this people

pure, inors virtuons and troe to their God aud
| his laws and more faithful to the laws und Con-
| stitation of their country than any other people?
T Koow the difference. for' I have been amonys
others und seen their actions.

What is the cause, then, of the evil planuzd
againdgt us? Itis because we are the charch and
kingdom of God. Huve we ever left our houses
to interfere with other people anywhere? Did
you ever hear of a erusade by a set of * Mormons?
upon anv other people? Did the *Mormous,’
when in Nauvoo, go to Cuarthage, Liaharp, War-
saw or fo any place and interfere with the rights
of anybody?  Have we done it here? Have we
gona to Mexico, Californin, Kansas, Nabraska,
Oregon, Minnesota or to uny of the surrounding
districts, to interfere with their business or rights?

If thera has been such a erusade I have remuin-
ed altogether iznorant of it, as o wlhen'it took
place, who were engaged in it and how many.

If we do not interfera with anybody else, what
right has unybody el:e to ‘interfere with us? 1
speak now as an American cilizen; I spealr, if yon
please, as a politician; on this ground T ask what
right any pecple or number of people’ have to
come and interfere with ws? Theie is po such
right in the catalogue, gentlemen.

They, however, do interfere with us, and what
is the cause of it? It i3 because of the kingdom
of God, becruse of the truth of God, becausa of
the Spirit of God and certain pringiples that exist
among this people. And what are they? It is
polygamy that they ave so incensed against. They
need notdraw down such a long face sbout that,
for they-themeelves do a thousand tunes worse
than that, were it even as henious u crune as they
say it ia.

| I know their meannessand abominations and have
told them of them, ¢cores of times. There has
been from the foundation of the world two prin-
ciples and powers, thie principles of darkness, and
the prineiples of light, tha priaciples of fruth and
the prineiples of error, the Spirit of God and the
spirit of the devil, and there has been a mighty
strugale between these two principles and powers.

Hitherto the good, ths virtnous, the pure and
upright, the men of God, the Saints of the Most
High, have been trampled under foot and cast on?,
have wandered about in. sheep skins und roat
gking, dwelt in deserts, dens, hol:s® and caved of
the earth, of whom the world wis not worthy,
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over the powers of light—error over truth and the
spitit of the wicked one over the Spirit of God—
to a certain extent, so mueh so that trath. equity
and righteousness has always been at a discoant
and men of God have been deprived of their rights
and robbed of their inheritances. |

God has bad a certain design to accomplish, as-
sociated with the human family and I suppose
that every thing which has taken place has been
just. I am not going to find fault with God or
the devil, I sappose the devil is us necessary as
any other being or Le would not have bean.

The righteous have been trampled under foot,
but it is well with them; it was not their day,
the time for them to reizn and have dominion was
not come, While wrapt in prophetic vision they
could view the evenfs that were to transpire in
the last days and prophecied of a kingdom that
should pe set up and stand forever. Thev looked
'with joyful anticipation to 1lis day. They ex-
pected a time when a cerfain power wonld exist
on the earth that would be more powerful than
the powers of darkness, when the righteous should
no wmore be trodden underfoot, cast ont and op-
pressed, when the kingdom of this world ghonld
become the kingdoms of our God and his Christ,
over which he should rule forever.

Men in onr day have got hold of many odd
ideas. The Millerites, for instance, have talked
about Christ coming to reign on the earth et a
certain time and they were all going to be trans
I§aured, changed, caught up, efe. In YFraunce and
elsewhere they hud their social systems, Lut they
knew no more about God, Christ or anything of
this kind than the devil, I was going to say, but
they did not begin to know as much as the deti
about God and Iis ways. These Socialists talked
about a great millennium and people went to
them, expeeting them to be a very righteous,
praying people; they were something like the m:n

word ‘at your hearts, which brought yvou to re- |

and does not know that they are better, 1more |

It is not polygamy that they are so Lorrifiad a'; |

and the spirit and power of darkness has prevailed

L
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‘whom the Indian thought was a *Mormon,’ but
when the Indizn found out that he did not pray,
that convinced him to the contrary, They did

‘not regard God or his laws, but took up a little

wig of Christianity and planted it on to their in=

Midelity.  They were going to ameliorate the con=

(dition of the human family and bring about the

‘millenmiom. iR g

In relation to the kinzdom of God what is it?
s it a spiritual kingdom?  Yes,  Isit a temporal
kingdom? Yes. Does it relate to the spiritnal
affairs of men?  Yes, Does it relate to the tem-
poral of men? Yes. And when it is fully estab-
lished upon the eurth, the will of God will be doue
npon the earth precisely as it is done in heaven.

1t is the will of God we are trying to do at the

Frasf-nfg time, in trying to fulfil his law, submit to

Liis ordinancea and obey his commundments; not

inone little item, but in every action of our lives

seeking to be perfectly submigsive to the admoni-
tions of the Almighty, |

Was the kingdom that the Prophets talked
about, that should be set up in the latter times,
goiug to be a chureh? Yes. Anda state? Yes,
1L was rolng to be both churelr and state, to rule
both temporally and spiritually. It may be usked,
how ean we live under the dominion aud laws of
the Uuited States und be subjects to another king-
dom? Becaunse the kingdom of God is higher and
its laws are g0 much more exalted than those of
any olaer nation that it iz the easiest thing in life
for a servant of Gaod to keep any of their laws and,
es 1 have said before, this we-have uniformly
done, |

Who made this earth? The Lord,

Who sustwing it?  The Lord.

Who feeds and clothes the millions of the hu-
man family that exist upon it, bothSaint and sin-
per? ‘The Lord.

. Who uphelds everything in the universs? Tha
ord,

Who provides for the myvriads of cattle, fizh
and fowl that inhabil the sea,’ earth and air?
The Lo:d. vy
- Who Lus implanted in them that instinet which
causes lhem to take care of their young and that
| ;I:Juw;:r by which to propogate their species? The
L AA0rd.
- Wilm has given to man understanding? The
yLord,

W ho lias given to the g2ntile philosopher, machin-

 18t, ete., every particle of intelligence they have

Lwith yegard to the eleclric telearaph, the power

‘and applieation of steam to the wants of the hu-

'man family and every kind of invention that has

| been brought to light during the last cenlury?

The Lord.

Who sets up the kings, emperors and potentates
th. t ruls and govern the universe? The Lord.

And whao i3 there that acknowledges His hand?
Whete is the nation, the peonie, {lie church even,
or other power that does it?  You may wander
lus!,  West, North aud South and you cannot
find it in any chureh or government on the earth,
Lexzept the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints. |

What is the cause of all Cie darkness, confusion
and misery thet avounds—the jmprisonment and
chairs and the thousand evils that ¢fit'et mankind
——eimbracing all the wars, bloodshed and distress
of nations? It is becausa they do notacknow-
ledze the hand of the Lord in all things nor under-
stand his will. They pursus their own course
uted dg mol seek the wisdomn a.d intellizence of
GIML

Why is it thai thrones will be cast down, em-
pires dissolved, rations destroved and confusion
and distress cover zllpeople, 48 the Prophets have

spoken?  Becuuse the Spiritol the Lord will be
withdrawa fromn the nations in consequeuce of

their wietedness and they will be Jeft to theis
own [olly,

W ho has a right to rule the nations, to control
Kingdows and govern all the people of the earth?
Are you a father? Have yon wives and children?
Do you feed, clothe and providte for them? Yes.
tave they a right to rebel against you? If they
d:d, whal wonld you think of such children?
~ Such is the position of the whele human fam-
ily, such is the position of the whole world, of
every ‘sociely, relicious, political, sacial or other-
wise, and none of them scknowledges God or are
abedient to his laws.

. Now, theny suppose you had a farm and you
put people on it to work; you fed and clothed
them aud expected them to be obedient to yon,
but iustead of that, while yon were feeding, cloth-
ing and taking care of them they were abusing
you, departing from your laws, transgressing your
precepls and listening to somebody else, who
was yvour enemy, iustead of listening to you,
would vou let them remain forever on your farm
or wpuld you by and bye put somebody else
in their place that would be more faithful 1o
you? '

The transactions of men are even more outra-
geous agninst the Liosrd and the ounly excuse for
them is their ignorance. What! are christians
jznorant?  Yes, as ignorant of the things of God
as the brute beast.

Let us look at it a little farther. If you wish-
ed the wellare of your family, would you not chas-
tise them? You would if they did wrong, Would
vou 1ot try to make them sabmit to your law 7—
You certainly would, and if they would not, af-
ter yon had plead w'th t .em and. chastised them,
von wou d disinherit them. The Lord said of
Abraham, | kvow he willfear me and command
his children afier him to do it; it was this pridci-
ple thiat recommended him to the faver of Gedl.

What would you think of the conduct of a
God who would let the human family continue
for ever to {ransgress his law without interfer-
ing? You wmﬁl think he was getling foolish
and in his dotege, that he did not understand him-
self nor correct prineiples, in sllowing a lot of
bad bovs to rise up and increase around him, lef~
 ting ev.] principles exist insteud of rightecus ones
and the wicked afilict and persecute the good with

impunity.

[Conciuded on page 286.)



