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TS i= bi know that thou art|I will withdraw my Spirit from the | body have the Priesthood? Noj it
DISCOURSE b e Stk Trov God; for |inhabitants of the earth because|had been taken from among men
no man ecan do these mir-|they have rejected the testimony of|rejected " and
acles that thou doest, except God.be | the gospel of Christ and shed the|who-..were - sent unto them.

FLOER WILFORD WODDRUFF

At Logan, Suﬂday' A fternoon,
© February 6, 188l.

REPORTED BY GEO. F. GIBES,

I LISTENED with a great deal of in-
terest this forenoon to the remarks
made by Brother Smith., We, all of
us, have our views and reflections
and meditations with regard to our
condition, and I presume that we
all see and understand alike; at
least we should do so. With regard to
the work of God, which has been es-
tablished in our day and generation,
I have never had any fears myself
respecting it. I have never had any
fears in my own mind with regard
to the Zion of God, or the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
or the fulfilment of revelation and
prophecy relating to thislast dispen-
aat.*un of the fulnes of times. And
the reason I have had no fears con-
cerning this the last dispensation
of the fulness of  times is,
that I think that God understands

rfectly well when He has given

is word to inspired men—prophets
and apostles—who have spoken as
they were moved by the Holy
Ghost, no matter whether it has
been in this dispensation or any
other—that He sald what He meant,
and meant precisely what He said.
And the Lord calculates to fulfll all
the promises He has ever made to
the inhabitants of the earth.

\VWhen I read the Bible, and the
Book of Mormon, and the Doe-

trine and Covenants,I read those (g

records believing them to contain
eternal truths; and although the
heavens and the earth pass away,
there isnot one jot or tittle of His
word will fail in its fulfilment.
These are my feelings; this is my
faith in regard to the truths con-
talned in those records. I do not
believe that God ever set His hand
to establish a dispensation and a
kingdom and work like this that has
been established in our day, without
fully understanding that He had
power to carry out His ; but
when we come to calculate on our-
selves as individuals, that is entirely
another thing. God can build up
His kingdom with a few men and

women, or with many men and
wumnen, DBut 1l believe when God

repared the way for calling Joseph

mith to establish this Church and
kingdom in the fulness of times,this
great last dispensation given unto
man, that ourHeavenly Father per-
fectly understood that He had the
element to work with, such material
that He could depend upon in the
accomplishment of the purposes de-
signed.

Our position is, however, as Bro.
Joseph F.has described it. Our pros-
perity and progress, a8 a Church,
depend in a great measure upon our
conduct; it dependson ourselves at
least for our own salvation and ex-
altation; and as a peeple, it certain-
ly depends upon us. Iam satisfied
in. my own mind from what

reaching I have done in my
ife, from reading the history of the
world, the history of Christ .and of
His Church and people, and of the
different dispensations, I am satis-
fied that there were very few men
or very few women in this or any
other generation that have had in-
dependence of mind enough, and
and have had faith enough in God to
attempt to keep the law of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. There are a
great m resentations concern-
ing those of Christ and the Apostles.
Paul referred to it, In speaking of
the Gospel he =says: “But if Gozpel
be hid. it is hid to them that are
Jost. In whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light of
the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is
in the image of (God, should shine
unto them.” There were very few
men in this generation or any other,
as far as I have been acquainted,
that have been willing to make sac-
rifice. Who have been willing to
receive the Gospel of Christ on the
conditions of it? Who have been
willing to suffer persecution and
make sacriflces as the celestial law
of God requires of men in order to
receive that Gospe
to carry itout? But few indeed.
The world are blinded; they are so
far from the Lord that they are
blinded with regard to the blessings,
with to the gifts, with re-
gard to the reward that the Gospel
of Jesus Christ guarantees to the
children of men in their obedience to
it. Jesus presented this subject
very plainly to Nicodemus when He
“Went to him and said, ‘Rab.

with him; what shall I do toin-
herit eternal life?” “‘Jesus answered
and said unto him, Verily, verily I
say !
born again, he cannot see the king-

dom of God.”” Niecodemus it appears
did not understand the Savior, and
he therefore asked Him,““How can a
man be born when he is 0ld? Can

he enter a second time into his
mother’s womb, snd be born?”

Jesus thea said unto him: “Verily,
verily I eay unto thee, except a man
be born of water and of the spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of
God.” A man has got to be born of
the spirit of God before he can see
the kingdom of God. The world be-
ing destitute of this heavenly light

they cannot ‘‘see” the kingdom of

God: the world cannot comprehend
it—I was going to say not fany more
than if the sound of it had never
reached their ears. Why? Because
they will not recelve the testimony
of it; because they have rejected the
light; because they Jove darkness
better than light, because their deeds
are evil; because the gods of this
world—the gold and silver and the
wealth that perisheth--areuppermost
with them, instead of the love of
the truth. This is what makes such
a vast difference between the Saints
of God and the world, not only in
this but in every otherilispensation.
The world did not see the kingdom
of God in the day of Jesus; the world
do not see it to-day. The gos-
pel is hid from them ] its
beauty, its power and its glory, and
the gifts and blessings which the
ospel of Jesus Christ imparts to the
children of men are euntirely hid
from them. I.et a man open his
heart to the whisperings of the Holy
Bpirit, and to the testimony of the
Elders of this Church who proclaim
the principles of the gospel of
Christ; and Jet him be honest before
God and seek to Him in fervent

rayer, and the Holy Spirit will en-
ighten his mind,and he will be born
of the Spirit so that he will see, in a
measure, this kingdom; but no man
can enter into it unless he is born of
the water and of the Spirit. 1 have
always believed, and 1 do to-day,that
there has not been an Elder of this
Church,.from the day that Joseph
Smith opened his mouth, after re-
ceiving the authority of the Aaronic
Priesthood, to proclaim the gospel
of Jesus as it had been made known
unto him through the ministrations
of heavenly beings, I do not think
that there has been a single Elder of
this Church who has gone forth to
bear testimony to the truth of this
gospel and has done =0 in the spirit
of his calling as a servant of the
living God, but what the power of
God has borne record of that testi-
mony. The thousands and tens of
thousands of Latter-day Saints who
have heard the voice of the Elders
proclaiming the glad tidings
of great joy in Jands beyond the sea,
or wherever they chanced to hear
them, have experienced the opera-
tions of the Spirit of God bearing
record unto them of the truthful-
ness of their message. And there
have been thousands and doubtless
tens of thousands who on hearing
the word preached haveexperienced
the same operations of the Spirit of
God; but could they obey its admo
nitions by rendering obedience to
the requirements of the gospel?
Were they prepared to sacrifice the
honors of this world, or brave
enough to renounce the creeds of
their fathers,to accept the conditions
uFon which men receive the gospel
of Christ, namely, to make sacriflce,
to suffer persecution, to be hated of
the world, and to be misrepresented
and abused? No, they have felt that
they could not do it, and hence they
have rejected the light of truth, and
must therefore abide the conse-

land live it and |

guences. I heard a minister say on
one occasion that he would not be-
lieve the doetrine of the Latter-day
Saints, even if an angel of God were
to come from heaven and declare
that it was true. And this is really
the feeling of tens ol thousands of
the present generation.

The gospel has gone forth to the
world in its simplicity and purity
and power, free from the interpella-

tione and ambiguity of man-made

systems. And when men have
heard the truth spoken in the spirit
thereof, and they reject the light

that accom it, and that bears
record of its divinity, the Spirit of
God, which all men are more or less
possessed of, after a suitable time,
withdraws from them; and in time
that light which they once enjoyed
becomes darkness, or rather, dark-
ness takes its place. Hence, God has
said: Tam angry with the wicked;
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unto thee, except a man be|not'because

blood of the Prophets. The hatred
of this world—of I’riests and. priest-
ridden people, is kindled against us

' | W’ehnvé'inju” '
them or anybody else, but simp'y
becausze light has come into the

humble instraments in His hands to
disseminate that light to a wicked
and fallen world, and they hate us
because they love darkness ralher

cause their deedsare evil.

latter-day work; He has ecommenced
to ga'her together His own that He

and He has already done what Jere-
miah the Prophet predicted that He

city and two of a family and gather
ed them to Zion. And -why have
we been gathered? Becatse when
we heard the testimony of the ser-
vants of God salating our ears with
the glad tidings of the gospel, we
did not close our ears nor seal our
hearts azainstit, but you listened to
it, and the epirit of God bore record
to you that what the Elders told
you was true; which if you would
obey by repenting of your sins and
being baptized for the remission of
them, they promised you that you
should receive 'the Holy
through the laying on of hands,.
You obeyed; you received the hea-
venly gift, and that testimony and
spirit and the power thereof has led
you to these mountaing, and has
sustained you under the varied wi-

which you have had to pass.

Now, whatever law a people keep,
they are preserved by that
law, and they receive the ben
efit of whatever blessings 'belong
to it, If 'a man abide the
celestial law, that man will inherit
celestial glory. 1f 8 man abide a ter-
restrial law, he will inlierit a terres-
trial glory. And he 'that eannot
keep within the celestial nor the ter-
restrial Jaw, he'must abidé a teles-

ed through Joseph Smith, that he
who will not abide either of these
laws must abide a kingdon which is
not a kingdom of glory. We certain-
Iy should be encouraged, as u people,
who have received the fulness of the
gospel, inheriting as we do the glo-
rious promises of faithfulness ana
integrity to the same, and we have
reason 10 be encouraged at the pros-
perity of the kingdom of God, and
at the foothold it has made in the
earth; and we should 'seek  as men
and women, young and old, 16 live
according to the light of truth which
we have received. 1 in ' my medita-

that when  the gospel” comes to a
generation, and that generation Tre-
jeet it, whether as a n tion,or a
household, or an individual, the
spirit, and power, and light of that
gospel is withdrawn fromn them and
they are left in spiritual darkness.
When this gospel was first revealed
from heaven there was a great deal
of the Spirit of God amoeng Lhe secta.

rian world; to a greatextent in those

they had, | refer fo such men as
Weslay, Melancthon, Calvin, Luther
and many others, as well as. their
ardent followers; I consider that the
leading . men of those days were
moved upon to do the work
they did. But. then, they did net
estublish the Church of Christ; this
they could not dofor God had, pot
revealed to them His gospel nor

they, however, assisted in preparing
the way for its restoration among
men by doing all they could te
break the chains of superstition by
which the people generall

bound. Anci after doing. their work
which they did without hearing the
gospel, and acting upto the best
light they had, hence they were un-
der no condemnation. And so with
the whole sectarian world for gene-
rations past. As I have often said,
and I believe to-day there are many
generalions, say 1,700 or 1,800 years
ago, from the days that theancient
apostles were puat to death—as Bro,
Joseph #aid to-day with regard to
the persecution, these aposties were
all put to death excepting John the
Revelator, whom they could not
destroy; the Lord preserved him for
a wise purpose in Himself, But
when these men were put to death

the Priesthood was taken from their
midst; taken home to God who gave
it.The Roman Church held sway for
about 1,000 years,having theé power to
set up kings or to put down thrones,
and to a great measure it gnvarneti

the world, until thed
Luther, ’Bu

“any of|
world, and God has chosen us as

|'a prophet or & man delegated with
than the light, and that, too, be-
God has commenced His great ]

might have dominion over them,]

would do, He has taken one of alhave died full in the faith of the
ther- | gos

-‘1

those were slain

Neither have the daughters—

the offspring of the old Mother
“hurch, the three hundred and six
score'sects that have |

her, they have not the priesthood,
it not being in the power of 1_._1':;-%[0-'
‘ther Chureh to bestow  it, for

‘never owned, it God never gave it to
them. They never 8aw the face of

power from heaven to conrer'the or-
dinances of the house of God, not
but what many of them enjoyed a

od deal of the Spirit of God. Mil-
ions of ‘such ple have pasted
away, they are in "the spirit world,
or their prison house;and the Pro-
phet Joseph Smith and ten thou-
sand of the Elders of Tsrael who'

| are there to preach to- them,
and this is their work. And such
‘men as John Wesley and others-=
bhonest men, .also honest women

vilege; it is something
ns;itlr’.i:at'.huu:l “world Enows

"Jigh Priests, as Seventies,
¢y | ders, as men and women who have

have

f

had, will receive their testimony,
and when. we build  and dedieate
these Temples, we will administer
for them in the ordinances of the
gospel which are  essential to a
man’s  salvation whether living

Ghost |

ciseitudes and trying scenes through |

| neitherbe

|

of the first resurrection. - =+

You have the gospel, I have the
gospel. We have the Holy Ghost;
we have the inspiration of Almighty
God, and our eyes are open, and, we,
can comprehend in our limited. ea-
picity some of the things of God,
And what man ‘enjoying the light
of this spirit could sell his “priest-
hood—his birthright and the bles-
sings which have been sealed upon
his head by authority of the holy
riesthood, for gold or silver or for
he honors or fleeting pleasures of

who acted up to the best light. they |

|

S——

this world? No Elder in Isra:l,
comprehends things as they

tertain such a

upon the things of this worid,and

| tions 100k upon the world like this,

days men acted up to the best light |

called tL.em to perform such a work;;

Were:

we seek after.

then lose the Spirit of God and. be- | b

ght nor sold, But, a= | nestly on the prin
has been said, when we turn away | ness alone to obtain the Spirit of
from righteousness - and , truth, and | the Tord more abundantly. This
get into the dark; when we do nol|we need;' without it no man ean
pray, and our hearls become set|magnify

e honors of men, we |

-

jn obtaining promises from
or dead; und there they will be pre-|Lord. Here we have the
pared to come forth in'the morning |

| Smith, I have often .

{ sueh truths, unless

have the power to administer for
the dead and seal blessings upon the
living. This is a great and glorious
~that the

nothing
about, neither can they'so Jong as

they reject those that are s to

think we ﬂhﬂl‘lld; as Apostles, as
as_El-

entered into covenant with God, la-
bor t¢ pursue that course, t.hn£ we
may filnish our mission with joy,
that we may finish our testim
upon the earth and be satisfied wit
it when we get to the cther gide of
the vail. And I know that it we
have the spirit of the Lord,as it is
olir privilege to have, that we will
power to maintain our position
here, The day will come, in fulfil-
‘ment of what bas been spoken,
when the sinners in Zion will trem-

ble; in that day power will
be made manifest _on tehalf of His
people. - we behold mow, I-do
not has ever raised
up a people ‘age of the world

that any greater blessings than
He has bestowed upon the Latter-
day Saints, I..do not think there
hmf;.-ﬁ:,_ been & ?eoph**ﬂ:lﬁ
has n so highly fnvnr;d
the

Bible, the

Book of Mormon and the Doctrine
and Covenants. What glorioas pro-

mises there are coniained in them
respecting this “Pmple, many of
which were given in our dsy,

through the mouth of thE;ll;
nought whil

_remar tlin?:g “yision”

seph and Oliver, whn.it

8

reading that.
given to Joseph an
odlike and eternal langoa
here made use of; and am fully sat-
isfled that no man in the flesh
could use such ]anﬂage conveying

were inspired
of heaven; and nv,man .eould bring
forth, as he did, such glorious, eter-

whose mind is open to the inspira-|nal principles,revealing them to the
tion of the Holy Spirit;and who | world, unless by the inspiration and
are, | power of God. Thel ngu
and who understands the nature of | coming from the mouth of an un-
his calling, and has but a faint idea | learned young man; &
of therelationship that he sustains|in
tial glory, which as has been reveal-| to God and holy angels by virtue of | believers or. unbelievers.

age itself,

peaks for iteelf
accents loudy toall-men,whether
Let me

that calling, could for a moment en- | admonish you, my brethren, again
question, he c¢ould | to draw nesr unto God. Beek ear-

ciples of righteous-

hiuncnglin ,
tle or  JLlder, D
fsedek and’
s CBRO °

O e oo
riog tue n ,
¢  Priest-

el onic
that calling

come mixed in our mind with re-|without the "mnnth’;t aid of this
ard. to. our duties as ILatter-day |Spirit; our works 'would not be ac-

congenial with our feelings and dis-
positions to serve mammon than to
‘serve God. The light which once
illuminated our understandings

aints; and flnally it becomes more | ceptable before Him.

‘Now, with regard to bless-
given unto us.  Joseph Smith
n his education with the first

has | communication with God the Father

now left us, and darkness has taken |and His Son Jesus Christ, and then
the place thereof; the god of this|he continued to receive instruction

world has overcome. . us, and lo,
find ourselves under his grasp and

dominion, and sad indeed 18 our con-{ liv

dition. ‘We should, my brethren
and also my sisters, read and study

the revelations of God, and labor.

to overc me the  infirmities of the
flesh, and to sanctify . ourselves and
thus prepare our minds for the

things of the kingdom of God. .
I. look upon the world, the
Christian world, so-called, beoth

priest .and . people, as being a;
great way from the Lord;and that.
being the .case they hardly know
what they..are. deing when they
persecute the Latter.day Saints,
when they exert themselves to over-

i

They are. influenced by the same
unseen power that the persecutors.of
the peop

believe this

ged, éakingutha_l lpoo
By and by ali will pass & :
he whom they have Haﬂ‘::lt’

claim them as his own, and he will

claim and rule over His Saints. This
line will sooner or - later be drawn
between us, ¢ 10
1 will gay .to you, my brethren and'
sisters, we are all too'far from God;
and I believe I can endorse the tes-
timony of Brother Joseph this fore-
noon—our prosperity and our condi.

ays of Martin [ and finish and dedicate them to
t did that scclesiastical  God; and In those temples we will

|

tion in these mountains will depend
upon our conduct. If we will feek
to know the mind and will of God

wicked as any generation that ever | appea

ple as a whole, | and teach us face to face. But.when
then Jmlph and Sidney were wrapped

| even |{in v

their master, the refuge of lies, will | sion when they received the vision '

rule over thems; while God will |pi

| teen vears

concerning us and then do ‘it and __adﬁfﬂj@@:hﬂon_%fhgngeln, and recelv.
live according to it, and draw npear|ipg visiong; in the former mode of
anto Him, we will certainly get, His | receiving heavenly instruction, the.

Holy Spirit to enable us to perform
our duty, and we W ill have power to
remain in Zion, and Zion will not be
removed out of her place; and we
will have power to build temples

|

we | through the visitations of angels—

‘men, holy and perfect men who had

ed' uh:tha'earth but were now
resurrected and Iltnh-ningluunh 1
of God to man;.prominent mong

this American continent, who had

charge of the coming forth of the _
Book of Mormon; then there were

mmmm, John the Bap-

ames and John, and

others. Hence the Prophet Joseph

received visitations from heavenly
beings who talked to him face to face

others was Mnrnn:j who lived on

as one man talks with another. .

There was -no vision about such man-
ifestations, as he 'was in his natural,
normal eondition when in their com-~ |

throw this. Chureh and Kingdom. | pany; when their, hanis were Jlaid.

upon his head, ordaining him to the
Aaronic and Melebisedek Priest-

le.of God - have been in all|boods, and their teachings were to
the dispensations of the world.  I|bima the same as thoseof -Brother
generation to be as|Joseph would be to us, were he to

r tous in his resurrected body '

fion, as they were on the ceca-

to whieh I.have referred, they occu- .
ed the same position -as did Paul:
when he said, speaking of himself,
“] knew a man in Christ.above feur-
ago, (whether in the.
body 1 cannot tell; or whether out of
the body I cannot tell: God know-
eth;) such an one caught up to the
third  heaven;”’ where, he o
on to say, he heard unspeakable
words which it was not lawful for

him to utter. That was a viam”

There is a  difference between the

messengers come to earth_and
face to face with the creature, m:
in the latter, the person is caugl
away, as it were, and is lost for th
time being to earthly things. Some
men, in my opinion, while they pﬂf
great weight upon these wordsof



