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I1 LISTENED with a great deal of in-
terest this forenoon to the remarks
made by brother smith weswe all of
us have our views and reflections
and meditations with regard to our
condition and I1 presume that we
all see and understand allalialikeailkoke att
least we should do so with regard to
thothe work of god which has been es-
tablished in our day and generation
I1 have never hadbad any fears myself
respecting it I1 have never had any
fears in my own mind wiwithth regard
to the zion of god or the church of
jesusjesua christ of latter day saints
or the fulfillmentfulfilment of revelation and
prophecy relating to this last dispen-
sation of the bulnesfaines of times and
the reason I1 have had no fears con-
cerning this the last dispensation
of the falness of times is
that I1 think that godgod understands
perfectly well when he has given
his word to inspired men prophets
and apostles who have spoken as
they were moved by the holy
ghost no matter whether it has
been in this dispensation or any
other that he saidsald what he meant
and meant precisely what he said
and the lord calculates to fugillfulfil all
thetho promises bebashe has evermaever madedetoto
the inhabitants of the earth

when I1 read the bible and
book of mormon and the doc-
trine andaud covenants read those
records believing thellthema to contain
eternal truths and although the
heavens and the earth panspass away
there lanotis notnob one jot orort tittle of his
word will fallfail in its fulfillmentfulfilment
these are my feelings this is my
faith in regard to the truths con-
tained in those records I1 do not
believe that god ever set his hand
to establish a dispensation and a
kingdom and work like this that has
been established in our day without
fully understanding that he had
power to carry out hishia purposes but
when we come to calculate on our
selves asis individuals that is entirely
another thing god can build up
his kingdom with a few men and
women or with many men and
alauniwLnoniauni buitSUIT3 believe when god
prepared the way for calling joseph
smith to establish this church and
kingdom in the falness of times this
great last dispensation given unto
man that our father per-
fectly understood that he had the
element material
that he could depend upon in the
accomplishment of the purposes de-
signed

our position is however as bro
jojosepheph ahas described it our pros-
perity and progress as a church
depend in a great measure upon our
conduct it depends on ourselves at
least for our own baltal and ex-
altational and as a people it certain-
ly depends upon us I1 am satisfied
in my own mind from what
preachingr ehing I1 have done in mytilfelifeidolidderidfrom reading the history of the
world the history of christ and of
his church and people and of the
different dispensations I1 am satis-
fied that there were very few men
0orr very few women in this or any
other generation that have had in-
dependence of mind enough and
and have had faith enough in god to
attempt to keep the law of the gos-
pel of jesus christ there are a
great many presentations concern-
ing those of christ ananiI1 the apostles
paul referred to it in speaking of
the gospel he says but if gospel
be hid it is hid to them that are
lost tnin whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not lest the light of
the glorious gospel of christ who is
in the image of god should shine
unto them there were very few
men in this generation or any other
as far aaas I1 have been acquainted
that have been willing to make sac-
rifice who have been willing to
receive the gospel of christ on the
conditions of it who have been
willing to suffer persecution and
make sacrifices as tilotho celestial law
of god requires of men in order to
receive that gospel and live it and
to carry it out but few indeed
the world are blinded they are so
far from the lord that they are
blinded with regard to the blessings
with regard to the gifts with re-
gard to the reward that the gospel
of jesus christ guarantees to the
children of men in their obedience to
it jesus presented this subject
very plainly to nicodemus when he
went to him and saidraid rrbrab

bbi we know that thou ariart
a teacher come from god for
no man can do these mir-
acles that thou doest except godice
with him what shall I1 do to in-
herit eternal life jesus answered
and said unto him verily verily I1
say unto thee except aamamandeanbe
bornbom again he cannot see the kinking-
dom

g
ofgod32 11 nicodemus it appears

did not understand the savior and
he therefore aked him how can a
man bobe born when he iaIs old can
hebe enter a second time into hishia
mothers womb and be born
jesus then said unto him verily
verily I1 bayeay unto thee except a man
be born of water and of I1the spirit helie
cannot enter into the kingdom of
god A man has got to be born of
the spirit of god before he can see
the kingdom of god the world be-
ing destitute of this heavenly light
they annotcannot 11beeseethesee thetho kingdom of
god the world cannot comprehend
it I1 was going to eaysay not ranyyanyny moremorio
than if thetho sound of it had never
reached their ears why because
they will not receive the testimony
of it because they havehavid rejected the
light because they love
better than light because their deeds
iareire evil becabecauseusei the gods ofot this
world the gold and silver and the
wealth that areuppermost
with them instead of the lo10lovoIOTOe ofbf
the truth this is what makes suehsuch
avasta vast difference between the saints
of god and the world riotnot only in
this but in every
the world did not see the kingdom
of god in the day oforJesueiesue the world
do not see it todayto day the

is bhidid from themtheril its
beauty its power and its glory and
the gifts and blessingsin which the
gospel of jesus christ imparts to the
children of men are entirely hidbid
from them let a man open his
heart to the whisperings of the holy
spirit and to the testimony of the
elderseiders of this church who proclaim
the principles of the gospel

I1
of

christ anand letjet him be honest before
god and seek to himrim in fervent
prayerrayer and the holy spirit will en-
lightenlighten his mindand he will be born
of the spirit so that holie will see in a
measure this kingdom but no man
can enter into it unless he is-born pfaf
the water and of the spirit I1 have
always believed and I1 do toiotodaydarthday th at
there has not been an elder of this
church aromfrom thetho day that joseph
smith opened his mouth after re-
ceivingg the aauthoritya thor ty of ththee aaronic
priesthoodhov to proclaim the gospel
of jesus as it had been made known
unto him through the ministrationa
of heavenly beings I1 do not think
that there has been a single elder of
this church who has ggonean e forth to
bear testimony to the truth of this
gospel and has done so in the spirit
of his calling as a servant of the
living god but what the power of
god has borne record of that testi-
mony the thousands and tens of
thousands of latter day saints who
have heard the voice of the elders
proclaiming the glad tidings
of great joy inislandsinlandslands beyond the sea
or wherever they chanced to hearbear
them have experienced the opera-
tions of the spirit of Ggodod bearinghearing
record unto them of the truthful-
ness of their message and there
have been thousands and doubtless
tens of thousands who on hearing
the word preached have experienced
the same operations of the spirit of
god but could they obey its adamo
notions by rendering obedience to
the requirements of the gospel
were they prepared to sacrifice the
honors of this world or brava
enough to renounce the creeds of
their fathersstoto accept the conditions
upon which men receive the gospel
of christ namely to make sacrifice
to suffer persecution to be hatedbated of
the world and to be misrepresentedted
and abused no they have felt that
they could not do it and hence they
have rejected the light of truth and
must therefore abide the conse-
quencesquences I1 heardhibard a minister say on
one occasion that he would not be-
lieve the doctrine of the latter day
saints even if an angel of god were
to come from heaven and declare
that it was true and this is realreallyy
the feeling of tens of thousands of
the ppresentresent generation

ththe gospel has gone forth to the
world in its simplicity and purity
and power free from tho
eions and ambiguity of man made
systems and when men have
heard the truth spoken in the sspirit
thereof and they reject the light
that accompanies it and that bears
record of its divinity the spirit of
god which all men are more or less
possessed of after a suitable time
withdraws from them and in tltimeI1 e
that light which they once enjoyed
becomes darkness or rather dark-
ness takes its place hence god has

I1 maidt I1 am angry with the wicked

will withdraw my spirit from the
inhabitantsailts of earth because
they haveflave relrejectedesteg the testimony vfof
thothe gospel ofaof Christ and
blood of the prophets the hatred
of this world of
liddenridden people is kindled against us
notnoi because weah
themthorn or anybody else but simply
because light hahathas come intoinu the

and god haslias chosen U as
humble instruments irlin his hands to
disseminate that light to ah williedwiced
and fallenfailen world andzd they hatebate usaua
because they love darkness rather
than the light and that todtoo be
cause their deeds are evil

god has commenced his great
latter day work he liagha commcommencedencee
to gather togetherr his ownon that he
might have dominion over them
and he has already donedobb what jere-
miah the prophetPropiletliet predictedted that heire
would do heho has usiebAlctokenelfeif oueone of aactyeitycity and two of a family and gather-
ed them totd zion and adlwhyav havehave
wdwei been gathered because when
we heard the testimony of the ainsenserber

af abd saluting codr napsears withNAM
the giadglad tidings of the opelgospel9 we
did not closecloge ourouroue ears nor sealbeal our
hearts against it huihut you listened to
itif and the spirit ofor gadgod bore record
to youou ththatat what the elders told
you was true which isyouif you would
obeyobeyoboy by repentingtofigaof your sinbin and
being baptizedberen7 norfor the remission of
them they promised you that you
should receivereceived the holy ghost
through the laying on of hands
you obeyed you received the hea
venly gift and that testimony andaud
spirit and the power thereof has led

to these mountains and has
ned1 yousou under the varied vi-

cissitudesci
1 and trying scenesabenes through

which you havebave hadbad to pass
now whatever lawaw adedpedpeoplepile keepbeep

they are preserved by that
law and they receive the ben
befit of whatever blessings I1 belong
totd 1itt if a man abide the
cOlcelestialestial lawthanlaw that man will inherit
celestial glory if a man abide a ter
re law he will it a 10terres-
trial

afes
glory and hebei thatahat cannot

keepwith inthe celestial nor the ter-
restrialre law helic must abide a

glory which as has been revereeereveal-
ed

al
through joseph smith thatthelt tiele

who will notilot abide either of these
lawslawn must abide a kingdon which is
not a kingdom of glorylory wo certain-
ly should be eneaeneZencouragedraged asbasuas people
who have received the of the
gospel inheriting as we do the glo-
rious promisespromises of faithfulness anuana
integrityptyapty to the same and we have
reason to be encouragedaged at the pros
penty of the kingdom of god and
at the foothold it has made in ththee
earth and we should seek asits ineniuen
and women young and old th6 live
according to the light of truth1 which
we have received I1 in my medita-
tions

1

look upon the world like this
that when the gospel comes totb a
generation and that generation teire
jeet it whether as aa ji tion or fca
household orbr arkarlan individual the
spirit and power and that
gospel is withdrawn from them and
they are left in spiritual dafdaidarknessknesskuess
whenlyen this gospel waswas flisa revealed
from beaverheaven therathere was a great deal
ci0 pfaf roddodgodtod among the secta-
rian world to a great extent in those
days mhmn acted up tpp the best light
tltueye hadbadhad I1 refer to suchsueh men as
Vesly calvin utherlutherIi

and many others AS wellivell lisitsas their
ardent folloWjerrjery consider thatthai the
leading menwea orof those davsdays were i

moved upon to do the work
they didid but then they didiotdid not

the church of christchristi this
they could not defoido for god badhadhadybady pot
averevealedaled to them gospeegospel nor
called them to perform suchabucha workY

they however assisted in preparing
the way for Usjuts restoration among
men by doing all they could to
break the chains of superstition by
which thefhe people generally atrewere
bound and after work
which they did without hearingkring the
coipelgospel and acerniacting up bestbese
light they had hence they wele uliull
der no condemnation and isoso with
the whole sectarian world for gene-
rations ppastdist As I1 have often said2
and I1 believe todayto day there are manmaumanyy
generations say 1700 orbr 1800 years
ago from the days that the ancientancient
apostles were put to deathdeathaas bro
joseph faidtaid todayto day with regard to
the persecution these apostles were
all put to death excepting jahnjohn thietrie
Reverevelatorylatori whom they could potot
destroy the lord preserved him for
a wise purpose inn Hinihinlkelfgelf but
when thesethebe men were put to death
the priesthood was taken fronifrom their
midst taken home to god who gave
atthe roman church held swayaway for
about the power to
setusetupp kings or to put down thrones
and to a great measure it governed
the world until the days of martin
luther wtbut did that ecclesiastical

body have thetho priesthood no it
hadaad been taken from among men
rejected 1I and those were blain

i

neither have the daughters
thutho offspring of the old mother
church the three hundred and six

5eathat lialilal eo
her they hhaveave not the pristpriesthoodhoodbood
it hot beingiri thefhe powder of
ther church totb baistowbestow it for theyvheyheybey
never owned it god nneverkervor gayegaiegacegave it td
them

i they never aigawsaww the facefife bf
a prophet or a man delegated wilhwith
power from heaven to coternecrne oror
xiiiiinanee9 of theth eliousebotia of googodgod not
but what manmany of them enjoyed a
good deal of the spirit of god IDmiimil-
lions

Y

lions of suchstich people hahaveIVirit passedpasspasseded
away lifeytheyarearel in the ijspirit word

prison housejandanaand thothe pro-
phetphet idsejokephjosephph smith and ten thou-
sand of the elders of israel who
have died full in the faith of the
gospel arethere to preach to them 1

alidand thiswih is their wak and suehsuch
nimenen as jqhn and others
honest pienplen alsoaisoD honesloneshoil sf women4
who acedacted apup to0o thethebertthebestbeat jijiit they
had willivill receive their testimony
pimPLOand when we build and dedicate
thethesetheselseIsel temples we will administer
for them in the ordinancesordin aunaum of thetho
gospelgospelpei which areL essentialelgaen to a
mamsmans aaiaalsalvation whether hyingliving
or jdean andund there theythy will be prepre-
pared to come forth in the morning
of the firsfirst resurrection

you hayehave the gospel I1 haveavo the
gospel webehaveliallave the holy ghost
we have the inspiration of almighty
god and ouour eyes are open nd we
can andinin our limited cascai

some of the things of god
and whitmanwhat man enjoyinging unithe light
of this spirit could sellbelli hhaa priespriestt
hood hishlahishia birthright andnd iliethe blea
sings which navehave been sealed uponpotipori
his head by authority of the holy
priesthood for gold or silverbliver or for
the honors or fleeting pleasures of
this world no elder iniff israel
whose mindnind is open to the insindinpirdspira
llonlion of the

1 holy spirittanddad who
comprehends thingstings bwas they are
and who understands the nature of
hhbli calling and haslids but a faint idea
bof the relationship thattt1 heher siassustainstaing
to god and holy angels by virtue of
that tellcallinging could for a moment en-
tertain such a Jquestquestionionilons he coulddould
nelneineithertherbebe bought nor soldtold butnutil as
has been salasaiu when we turn awawayai y
righteousnessfromfrog and truth and
get into the dark when wene do not
pray and our hearts become selset
upon the thingswings of this world and
we seek 0 men we
thentheu ioselose the spirit of god auandd be-
come mixmixeddjinhiihil ounour mind ivwithith re-
gard to our duties as latte rdsaintshints8 and finallifinally itt becobecomemelmomorere
congenial with our feelings and disdia
positionsionslons to serve mammon tbthannn 10lo0
serveperve god the light which once
illuminated our understandings has
now left u and darkness has taken
theibe place thereof ihthe god of tais
corid hasbas overcome us analoand jo viewe
ondfind ourselves under his argraspsp and
dominiondorin lonion and sadbad indeed is our con-
dition we should my brethren
and aalsoaisoso my sistersers readrend and study
the revelations of god andi labor
to overe me the infirmitiesinfirm itiea of thethie
flesh and iofo sanctify ourselves and
thus prepare dunburouroun minds fonforor the
thingsattheof the kingdom of god

I1 look upon the world the
christian world so called both
priest and people asap being a
great way from the lord and that
being the gusocase theywey liarilarhardlyadly know
what they are doing when they
pirpersecute the latterlatten day saints
when they exert themselves lq over-
throw thisihla church and kingdom
they are influenced by the same
unseen powerpowen that the persecutors of
the people of god have been in all
the dispensations of the world I1
believe this generation to be as
wicked as any generation that ever
lived taking the people asaasaba a wholewholes
by and ITbyallaliall will passpasq away then
he whom they have served even
their master the refuge of lies will
claim them as his own and hebe will
rule over thomthem while bodgod will
claim and rule over fits saints this
hunewillline will sooner or later be drawn
between us

I1 will baygay to you my brethren and
sisters we are allidl too far from god
and I1 believebellevebe leve I1 can endorse the tes-
timony of brother joseph thisthib fore-
noon our prosperity asdourand our condl
tionlion in these mountamountainsins will depend
upon our conduct if we will seek
to e mind and will of god
concerning usandus and then do ilandif and

I1 live according to it and drsdrawkw near
untofintoillkilikhim we will certainlyet leushia
holy spirit to enable Us to
our duty and we ill have powerpowenhowertoto
remain intit zion and zion will not be
removed out afpf her place and we
will have power to build temtemplesplesplea
audand ninishfinish and dedicate them to

1 god and in thetha temples we will

have the power to administer for
the dead and sealreal blessings upon the
living this is a great and glorious
privilege the
christian world knowknowsa nothing
about neither can long as
they reject those that are sent to
tr i ayaata kiy asni fi alstas

themem to callcail theme t
think we shoudshould as apostles as
shigh priests as seventies AS ea91
berssaers agmen and women who have
L into covenant vjwithth god laa
porpon to pursue that we
may finish our mission with joy
that we may finish our testimony
upon the earth and be satisfied with
it when we get to theae t therther sidebide of
the vailvall and I1 know that it we
havellave the of the Xiordas it is
air privilegeto have I1 that we will
havehavo power to maintain our position
here the day will come inm fulfillfulfil
ment of what has been spoken
ithenhen the sinners in zion willvilf trem-
blerblebie day greatergrenter power will
6be ladedademade manifest on behalf of his
pitopeoplelotealthan e behold nowmcwalwy 1i-do

thaithat godpod0 nas ivar raisedratio
up a neovepeoplesixjasanyt- ortolkaikal age bof ththee world
that hahad any greater blessings than
jeejfe has bestowed upon the latter
ddaxday saintssainta 1 dodonotnot think there
hhasshaasZ 6ekerer been 4 L people that
hbashas beene so highly favored
in obtaining promises from the
lord here we have the bible the
alookbookoffof brmonimori and innihe doctrine
aandng covenants whatwhit glorgior bropro
mimlsefabere are contained them
respecting this people many of
chich were givegivenn in our daydryday
throughtl rough the mouth of josljossjoseehjosephh
smith I1 Q while
reading that I1 visionvis bonfon
given to joseph arddaridolleeoliver what
godlikegodlike and eternal NlangnaulangriguagenaeI1 istherethere made usause of and amarm fully sat-
isfailedniedfied that no man anin thath flesh
could use buchsuchstich langhagelangiage conveying
authsuchsueh truths un lesheleahe were inspired
ciof heaven andard malimall could twingbring
forth as he did suchsuph gl eter-
nal principles revealinghig them to the
world unless by the inspiration and
power of god the I1 itself
comingedming from the Iriomouthuth of an un
learned young itself
m accents loudy coall men whether
believersbeibol ieverslevers or unbelievers letlei me
sidiLdadmonish you my brethbrethrenrellreri again
tat draw near unto god beehseek ear
nestlyneatly
i

on the principles of righteous-
ness alone to obtain the spirit of
taotho lord more abundantly this

I1 we need without it no- man cancali
magnify biahla callinecallin nomanno man as an

eder tearing hhie ibay
Melchimeichi11 sedek and priest
hoodhod can mmagnI1alili iry thivthirthat calling
watwithouthout the constant aid of this
cirit ourvorour works would not be ac-
ceptablecep tabletabie before him

NOW with regardfegard to hose bless-
ings given unto us joseph smithagan his abdueducationcateon Vwithith thethe first
communication with goethegod the father
arid his son jesus christ and then
hehip continued to receivelecelive instruction
through the visitations of angels
men hpaplyly and perperfect men
livedIVed oh the earthy butbilt were now
resurrected and ministering eerseryanta
ofoff god to man prominent emong
others was moroni who lived on
this aniamericanendicanean caeonconcontinent

i
n tintinenen tf whoiwho had

the coming forthporthorth of theibe
book of mormon then there were
ISIlylmosesbiess ellas elyahelijah johnjohl the BAbap-
tistti t peterveter jamesdames and john andglerothers hence tthehe prophet joseph
received visitations fmfromm heavenlyangs who talked to him oaceface to face
asast one man talks withith another i
there was no vision about suehsuch man
jfefestations as helashe was in blkbiff natural
normal condition when comcoto tc
panynany when theirthein hands were laid
upon his headdead ordaining him totoi the
aaronie and priest
hoods and their teachings were to
him the sameisame as thoseaf brother
joseph would be to us were hebe to
appear to us in his resurrected body
and teach usug face to face
joseph and sidneybidney were wrapped
in vision as they were lonion theothoothetho o

they received the vision
to which I1 haveibave referred theyoccu-
pied the same position asa didsd paul
when he said speaking ofor himshimselfelfielti
11 knewknow a man in christ above veurfour
teen years ago whether in the
body I1 cannot tell or whetwhetherheroutout of
the body I1 cannot tell god

such an one caught up to the
third heaven where he goes
ooilonarx to say he heard unspeakable
words which it was not lawful for

to utter that was a vision
there is a difference betweenan the
ad ul liontion oanbangelaof angolagelA and remle
angdgvisions4 f in theihn former triodenl ode of
receiving heavenly instruction the

r messengerskeisgeis come to earthbirth aridand taiktalk
favetoface to facefabe with the creature madmaii
in the latterlatler the person is caught
away as itiit werevires and is lo10lostst for the

i tp earthly things soniegoat
mamen in my dopinionipanlon while they pvput

i great weight upon theaethras


