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creasing easo and the vast extension
ol means of communication between
distant parts ‘of the country have
promoted the movernent of the pop-
ulatlon.—From ‘“The Lack of Old
Homes in Ameriea,” by Profussor
Charles Ellot Norton, in the May
Scribner’s.

AROUND JERUSALEM.

The environs of tlie Holy City are
not less interesting than the it
itself. Everywhere itls boly ground,
and a deseription of Jerusalom
would be incomplete without refer-
ence to the various surroundings,
which play such an important role
in sacred history. Having in n
previous letter attempted to give a
representation of the moet interest-
ing polnts within the walls of the
city, I would now invife the readers
of the DESERET NEwWS to follow me
on a foot tour outside these walls.

Leaving Jerusalem through the
St:ghen gate on the east side, we
find a road leading down into the
deep valley of Kidronor Valley of
Jehosaphat. Not fur from the gate
is a stone which 1a supposed to
mark the place where the first
martyr for Christisnity, Stephen,
wag stoned to death. Onthis oc-
casion we first hear of the afterwards
%rmt apostle of the Gentilen, Paul.

oing overn small bridge we cross
the Kidron, a dried up ecreek in
which water is found enly after
henvy rain,

The valley of Jehosaphat s, ac-
cording to Jewish and Mahomme-
dan timdition, the place where the
Jnst judgment shall be held. The
prophet Mahommed shall on that
daystand on a lﬂ“ﬂl' which pro-
trudes from the wall of the Haram.
The Kaabta in Mecea shall come to
the es-Bachra mosque in Jerusalem.
Clirist is sitting on a throne on the
mount of Olivet across tife valley,
and a bridee as thin as a hair is
suspended across the abyss. Ivery-
hod}_;,'L must ¢ross this bridge. **The
good will be helped over b
the angels, but the bad will
full down and be forever lost>?

Thue runs the Mahommedan nc-
count of the last judgment, and
many people have their graves bere
in order to beat hand as soon us
the judgment trumpet shall sound.
According to the prophet Joel, a
great judgment will be held In this
valley at the wlnding up of the
prescnt dispensation—a  judgment
which will atfeet the nations who
have dealt cruelly with the chlldren
of Judah in their long captivity.
(Compare Joul fif, 1—8; xlv, 14
—21.

'ngut.inue our walk to the left
nnd follow the tide of pilgrime who

o to worship at the grave of the

irgin Mary. Thisis a subterran-
ean chapel built at the time of the
crusnders. Not far from this grave
we flnd a cave, which is pointed
out as« the plice whereour Savior
swented Llood during hie prayer in
(ethsemane; and a few steps further
on we reach the garden itself,where
Jesus spent the last hours of His
life on earth, and where He was be-
trayed by one of the twolve. The
garden is very small, and stlll con-

| wild looking, rocky canyon.

taing a few olive trees, some of
which look old enough to have
stood there already when our
blessed Bavior rought repore under
their sirady branches.

From Gcthsemaone we nascend
Mount Ollvet, the top ot which we
reach in a yunrter of an hour. Here
Jesus shed teams over the sinful city,
and from here He probably nseend-
ed into heaven, is work in the
flash being completed. On  the
highest point the Russinns have
built a tower, from the top of which
is obtalned a grand view of the sur-
roundings—to the weat the holy city
with its hundreds of towers and
cupolas; to the east the valley of
Jordan and the Dead Sea, 1200
metres under our feet.

Not faor from the tower we are
shown an old church which
is inted out a8 the omne in
which the disciples composed
the so-called “Symbolum A postol-
icum;** and havlng seen this we
view the “Pnter Noster’’ church,
built on the spot wlhere the monks
believe the Lord sat when He taught
His disciples the Lord’s Praycr.
This church is a very neat building,
ornamented with 32 marble statues
on which the Lord’s Prayer is writ-
ten in 32 different Jangunges.

The gravea of the Prophets, a
magnificent Russian church, Ab-
solom’s grave, and the pyramids of
Zechariah are all worth seeing.

Continting our tour, we soon ar-

rive at the Vallew of Hinnom, a
Here
are polnted out the tree on which
Judas cnded hiz life after having
betrayed our Lord, and also the
hakeldama that was bought for the
money which the priests refused to
accept from his gullty hands. It
has been thought that the valley lias
itsa panme Hinnom (rom a person so-
calied; but it is more probable that
thu name the “Valley of the Sons
of Hinnom’” means, literally
translated, the “Valley of the Hons
of Groaning.’> For here, near the
mouth of the valley of Kidron, wns
the place whers the apostate kings,
Ahab, Manasseh, and Amon sacri-
ficed children in homor of the
shocking idol, Baal Moloch. Hence
the name Tophet { fivepiace). King
Josiah put un end to this fearfu
idolatry, and from this time the
place was a receptacie for the bodies
of executed criminals and all kinds
of uncleanness which was thrown
out from the city and here consumed
by an almost continually burning
flre. Thus the name Gehinnom
Greck “Geenna??) became in the
Iriental lnnguage, with figurative
expressions go richily ornamented, a
symbol of ‘hell,” the place of the
cternal punishment of the wieked.

We now continue our walk to the
end of the valley and ascend the
traditionai Mount Zion, on which
the Mahommedans possuss a couple
of large buildings, calicd the Proph-
et David, Nehi Daud. At the time
of the Enipress Helen a chureh wna
erected here, but at the present time
the *“Christians’® hive no possession
here. Entering the building we
nreshown a large hall, Coenaculum,
In which, as we are told, Christ ate
his lnst Passover with his disciples
and instituted ¢“T'he Lord’sBupper.’?
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In another part of the bullding W€
ure shown the sarchopagi of David,
covered with a Jarge cloth. Tha
the grave of David was on Mount
Zion is sure enough, nccnrdin% to
Nehemiah iii: 15; hut that the Ma-
hommedans have found his coffin
and stil]l can show 1t is, of coursd
doubtful.

We now continue our walk past
the Jaffi gate and the Damnscus
gate unti] we arrived at the cave @
the Prophet Jereminh, but the Arabé
called it Hedamije. This cave I8
also in the hands of the Mahommes
dans, and it appears that an olt
sheik has bere taken up his res
dence in order to enjoy the guiel
ude of life in the ¢irele of his wives
and children. After much knock:
ing on the door we secured an et”
trance and-—the backschisch beibg

id—wae are shown the grave of the

Sultan Ibrahim, the grave of Jere:
miah the prophet, apd the gpob
where he composed his “Lamentd:
tions, *’ bewaillng the destruction of
Jerusnlem by Nebuchadnezzar.
may be mentioned here that som®
consider the hlll above this cave @
be the Calvary hill on which ourf
Bavior wag crucificd.
* We have now almost circum-
gertbed the boly city and return ©
our humble lodgings, meditating o0
the events of the past so vividiy
brought to our minds by everything
we seo here.

As I write this letter one of 1Y
neighbors Informs me that the Sul
tan has just issued a “Arman” DY
which the concesslon has been giveR
to o French company of enpitalist®
to build a railiond from Jaffa t0
Jerusalem and from Haifa to D%
mascus, and that the German colv”
nists have sent a telegram thanking
the Sultan for this “firman.>> AnY
further information on this subject
1 have not been able to obtain, bY
I suppose there is some truth in th.e
rumor. Certaln it is that his Turk-
ish mmjosty, like all earthly mon-
archs, needs vast sums of monel,
and for money almost anything ca®
be had here, as well as in dent

America. Money can open the
way even for rallwnys. A J?l\(‘i

once told me that the railway wo!
be the forerunner for Messiah 20
oue of the meams by which
children of Isrmel should retor®
from their exile. He referred ©
where the Prophet In &
vision sees the Jews scatte -
among the nations, bringing t‘!“’i
offerings to Jerusalem on variow®
conveyances— on horses, and Wig
ons, and mules, and on kirkaroth-
This word ‘“kirkarotih’’ has D
varigusly transiated, commonly into
menning “ewift runners” or “8W
camels.? It is, however, coil
from far, a furnace, and karfan ¥
sway, and niight be rendercd ﬂ“‘ﬂyt_
ing furnaces. The Prophutovider
ly tried to coin o word for a rnil¥ay
train which he saw in his \'1310““’
but for which gg_]ect the langu?s
then had no word. he
Taking this explanation of tiﬂ
passage, the building of railway® =
the Holy Land is certainly Oﬂ‘ihe
the signs of the times which .-
people of God will do well to €0
sider. Adieu. J. M. B
JERUSALEM, April, 1888.
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