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THE LAND BOARD
INVESTIGATION

Senate Cormittee on Inquiry
Finds Clerk Harry S. Anderson
Guilty as Charged.
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NO MEANS OF PUNISHMENT.

1s Accused of Using Inside Infor«
mation to Personal Profit
And Against Others.

A New Taw s Recommended Making
Itn )llsilelnvnlmr to do What
Accnsed Clerk Did.

Contrary (o general expectation
mmong senators, Lhe special land board
Ynvestigating committee today tummed
in w report, and it is fully as drastic
{n it gtataments As was the resolu-
tlon Introduced by Benner X. Bmith
calling for the investigation. Harry
&, Anderson, who was charged with
using information gained In his capacs
ity as a confldential employe of the
office, to further his own nterests
against those of applicayts for iand, is
doclared to bhave been found gullty as
charged,

The land board itself does not escape
eriticlem. 1t 18 declared that the board
members  should bave Investigated
thoroughly the reports and charges
made to Chairman Lynch some time
ago, and should have prevented the oc-
currence of such things ss those com-
plained of. A new law is recornmend-
&d making it a misdemeanor for land
hoard officials to buy or take up state
land while Jn office, and the board
members are criticised for following
thelr practise in this regard.

Chalrman Hulanizki who wrote the
yeport, declared after the senate ads
journed this morning, that the magtter
would probably come wup again, and
that a bl will be introduced on the
subject. He algo intimated that when
the senate meets |n exceutive session
to confirm the governor's reappoint-
ments to the board, the matter will be
threshed over in an exhaustive mab-

ner.
THE REPORT IN IMULL.

The report Is not signed by Senator
Benner X. Smith. He accepted the
morition of special prosecuting attor-
mey for the committee, and It was. on
the pvidence he developed from wit-
nesses during the ocommilttee sessions
that the yeport is based. Ils text is as
Joliows:

M1, President—Y¥our special commnit-
tee o state TaENds, appointed under res-
olutlon of Feb, 27, 1907, beg leave ta
report that under the authority of sald
resolution they have examined into the
charges made and subpodnaed wit~
nesses and taken testimony under oath,
and we now find the mllm\‘mg‘t’ﬂ(‘tl:

That on the 20th of July, 1806, part
of section 34, townsitp ¥ north, range
1 east, was unoccupled, government
lond and subject to selectlon by any
citizen through the state land office
to be purchased as provided by law,
This property wilt Dbe hereafter re-
ferred to as the Sorensen land.

SHOWN BY ANDERSON,

It appears from the evidence that
this land had been suryveyed and was
open and subject to entry for several
wyears prior t6 this date: That a few
days previous to July 20, 1806, one
Muller sxamined the plats in the state
Jand office for the purpose of ascer~
taining whether this land was open for
purchase and that he was shown tha
plate by an employe of the office, one
Hurry Anderson. 1t further appears
from the evidence that Frank B, Steph-~
ens, acting as attorpey for Muiler, on
the 19th day of July, 18908, again in-
spocted the plats, for the purpose of
ascertaining whether the same could
bhe selected and purchased, as provided
vy Iaw, and that he was shown the
plats hy said Anderson, and as far as
the yecords of the state land office
wera concerned, the same was open
for selection. Thut thereupon said
Stephens secured from the state land
office forms for contracts of purchase
and had the same executed by one
Doscher, who was acting for Muller
in making the selection, The applliea~
ton with a check accompanying the
same, was sent to the state laud offica
on the 218t or 22nd of July, 1006,

CLERK'S BROTHER-IN-LAW.

It gurther appears from the evidence
that  one P, A, Hopensen, who is a
brother-in-law of sald Anderson, exes
ruted before sald Anderson as a notary
public, on the 20th day of July, 1906,
M application to purchase part of the
jame lund applled for by Doscher. 1t
rppears from the evidence thit the ap-
plication of hoth parties came Into the
Lam\n of sald Anderson, and that it way
the usual practise of said office that
pald applieations would be placed In
hik hands. There 18 no record on ¢fther
M sald applications showing which was
received first, nor showing when elther
of the same was recelved, The records
) the offloe, however, show that the
foney on the Horensen applleation was
iceounted for on the 218t of July, and
that on the Doscher applleation on the
Wrd of July, 1906, The only record of
he filing of the Sorensen application
5 on July 26; the Doscher appileation
Vus  retrned with an  endonsement
thereon 1o the effaet that the Jond
wready been applled for, It appedrs
that both of the appilcations came
sito Lhe hands of Anderson; that he
ok the same to the Unitod States
wnd office, a8 was the <ustom, and
theye found thiat there were no fAllngs
o sadd office affecting the right 1o se-
wel, and he so Indfcated om each of
the applicaMong, It further A ppears

4t on the Urd of July, 1906, Borenson
led his application for & homestend
!uop the same property in the Unlted
tates land oMoe, It further appears
that ap applieant to purchase lands
mrough state clection may be defeated
» weguiring the lands by s person
jomesteading or fAling a desert #ntyy
1pon the same lands, and (hat a per-
o can protect ks right of selection by
0 dolng, or can defeat the vight of se-
eotlon by a person prior o time,

ANDERSON MAKES DENIAL.

Anderson denies that he informed
forensen, his brother-in-law of "‘;‘ﬁo
wiguiries that had been wade in pef-
frence to this selection. Sorensen do-
Alag that he recedyed any Information
trom Anderson, aithough ho admits
g ey - SLR TR

: 0 him the L]
© lang at the time of 3
ar

viel ut
to purchase tho nmoqur
ent.

~ WHAT EVIDENCE SHOWS,
| Mowever, (he following eppoars to

EDITION.
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SENATOR BENNER X. SMITH,

Author of the Investigating Committee Resolution l"mdvr Which Harry S,
Anderson is Put In Pecullar Position,

be sustained by the cevidence of coms=
petent witnesses:  That shaortly after
Sorensen homesteaded the Jang in the
United States land office, ingulry was
made by Mr, Dunn of that office fyom
Anderson fn reference to a deficigney
In the fees which had been left with
the homestead ontry, and that Ander-

son referred Dunn to a  ‘felephone
number where Sovensen was found:
That a fow days afterwards when

Dunn adviseq Sorvenszen that sufficient
money had been pald to complete {he

homestead entry, and that 4 receipt
had scen sent to Sorenscn. Andorson
requested Dunn not to say anything
further about the matter. It further
appears from the evidencee of Mr
Woolley, an employe of the United
States land offics, that shortly alter

the homestead entry of Sorensen, An-
derson told Woolley durving o con-
versation with him at the United States
lang office, that he had put his bhroth-
er-in=law, Sorsensen, on to the land,
and that he (Sovonson) would have to
“divey™ up with him.

COMMITIEES CONC L‘("..-‘,‘l( N

In view of the relationship of the
parties and the fact that this land

bad remained open fdi sekection foy @

long time, and that the same was filed
on by Sorensen the day after the In-
quiry had been made at the state land
alffee of Apdovson; and in view of
the stataments made by Anderson to
Dann and Woolley, tha commities ave
forced to the conclusion that Ander-
son disclosad to Sorensen the fact that
parties intendad to, select sald land,
4and had Sorensen make the seloction

1orr the purpose of Interfering with
4 bona fide appllcant, and for ‘his
personnl profit and advantagoe,

THE GARNS ENTRY,

What is kEnown as the Garng entry
was Investigated by your committee,
and it appears from the evidence that
some thme i the spring of 1906, one
Thomas, who was an employe of the
state land board at that time, wrote to
Garng a letter of inguiry | reference
to lot 23 section 3, township 21 south,
range 16 east, in the vicinity of which
Garns lved, That Thomas wrote 1o
Ciarns for the purpose of acquiring in-
formation In reference to .sald land,
and that If the same was deslvable, he

and Anderson intended to select the
same. Garns did ot roply to the let-
ter, bul on or ahout the 10Mh day of

March, 1908, he forwarded his applica-
tion to purchase through the state sald

Iot 23, and pald a part of the pur-
chase price.
COLLUSION CHARGED,
It further appears fiom the evi-
dence that Anderson, for the purpose
of preventing Garns from oblaining !

the advantage of his application
selcet, he (Andersom), on the 17th
December, 1806, attempted 1o

1

of |
home- |

stead the same 1 his own name and for |

his own benetit, but
hausted his rvights Lo
still with the intention
the Garnsg entry, he appliad o and
obtained one of his porvsonal friends,
one Pasco¢, to file o homestead entry
upon the same: Thut the same was
done by Pascoe wholly In the Interest of
Anderson, Anderson furnighing sand
paying the fees required to make sald
bomestead entry, ahd that he obtaimed
and caused said entry to be made for
the ¢xpress purpose of defeating the
Garns enlry and acquieing the land
himseldf.
INVESTIGATED BY LYNCH.

It further apperars from the evidence
that in the Doscher entry Anderson
was aceused of giving his brother-in-
law Sorensen (nformatjon In releréence
thereto and causing him to meke the
aniry, ald this accusation was brought
to the notlce of Willlam J. Lynch, the
presldent of the state land board, on or
about the 18t day of August, 1906, by
one Gibbe, wha stated In substance
the feots to sald Lynch and that the
claim was made that Anderson had®
caused the Sorenser entry (o b fled,
bused upon his information that other
partics were aboul te apply for the
land. It appears from the evidence that
Lynch had a conversation with Anders
son In reference to the maetter: That
Anderson denjed all connection there-
with and that Lyneh did not lay the
malter before the land board or make

that having ex-
homestead e
of, defeating

any other or further examlnation op
iy estigation whatsoaver,
I reference (o the Garns entry i

appears from the evidence that on op
about the 20th of January, 1807, Judge
W, (0, Hall, scting a8  atterney for
Garng, made g compiaint to W. D
Candland, a member of the board, in
regard o Anderson's interfoarence ln the
matter, and that Anderson In substanoe
admitted to Candlond that he had made
the entry for the purposs of defeating
Garns; that the complaint wae veferred
Lo o semecting of (he state land board
on or about the Tth of Februgvy, 1007
but that no actlon was taken thoreon at
{hat dime. or any other time,

rhat after Judge Hall Inid the Garns
objections before the hoard on the 16th
of Februsry, 1907, Anderson secnved
trom the pereies making the homesteand
entries upon the Garns land a pelin-
quishment of the same, und that the
pame was delivered to Judge Hpll by
My, Senlor, the atorney for Anderson,
who testifled that It was not dallyered
upon condftion that the oharges would
be withdrawn by Judge Hall,

OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION,

It furthey appears from the avidence
s Doth of these comulainta w

lafd befors three members of the board
on or about FMeb, 16, 1907, and that the
bonrd agreed to c¢all o meeting to eon-
fjder the same, and thut (hey did, on
the 26tH of Pebruary, 1907, call o meet-
ing, bk that no investigation was
made and gajd meeting swvas adjourned
for the reason that a member of the
board was absent, and that adfourn-
ment wps had untll the §th day ot
Mareh, 1007, and there is no evidence
before the committee that the board
at any thme has investigated or acted
upon either of these charges.

So fap as the committee is
there is nothiog in the law prohibiting
g member or employe of the board ot
land  cowmmissioners  from  acquiring
stute lands in the ordinary and usual
way, But in our opinlon, it s & serious
violation of public duty and contrary
to the duly and trust owing hy em-
ployes anpd officers of the publie, that
an offlcer or an employe of the state
land bonrd should use or disclose in-
formation recelved by him as (o the in-
Lieitions of cltlzens to make selections
or vurcbase publiec lends and either
himself or through another cause prior
selectiong (o be made or bomesteads 1o
he fled on the same for his personal

advised

Depefit and o ke puwrposs of defeating |

the appleation of cltizens "dcsiring to
Ppurchase, And the commities (s of the
opinion  that Anderson s guilly as
charged of the above violations of pub-
lie duty, and that the Individual mem-
bers of, and that the state land hoard
@3 @ board should have, when informed
of such gharges, made 4 thorough in-
vestigation thereof, and taken such
Steps as to avold in the fature the rep-
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WILL PROTECT
GEORBE SHEETS

“American” Party Proposes to |
Continue to Hug “‘Honest
George” to Bosom.

MAYOR DENSELY I[GNORANT.

_____ . |
Says He Does Not Know Anything

e+t e A g oy o

GOVERNDR ASks

KE CITY

=

ABOUT TEAGHER:

Demands That State University
Faeulty Members Tell of
Absences.

=

ALL PRESENT GOOD EXCUSES.

Were Sway at Thaes But They “Trove

etition of the same,

The committee is the
oplnion that the legislature ghould by
law require that the state board of land
commisgsioners should npon the yéceipt
of all applications [mmediately
cate thereon the exact time of the re-
celpt thereof, so that such applica-
tions as receive priority by reason of
time could not be defeated.

AS TO PUTURE PENALTIES,

further of

We are further of the opinfon th:
some provislons should be made lookit
to the punishment of members or €m-
piloyes oY the state Jand board who for
theiv personal galin, oy with the intent

to intexrfere with the acquiring of state
lands of citizens, disclose the informa-
tlon that they receive in thelr officlal
capacity and ciuse other parties to se-
lect said lands s homestead the samie,
further of the
memhbers of
of the office
tao

Your committee is
opinion that
the board
should

nedther fhe
nor employes

be permitted, while such,

Indi- |

either divectly or Indivectly acquire any |

of the public lands of the stale, or any
interest thereln.
be a wise provision In view of the fact
that the state board |s the
ageney of the state, and neither the
seiling agency nor the (ndividual mem-
bers thereof should
buy from themselves,
Your cominittee s further of the
opinlon that scction 13, chapter 64, Laws
of 1899, as amended by  chapter
Cawg of 1901, should boe amended so
to prohibit the state board from
capting relinguishments of homestead
entries of persons who have filed the
application had
fled by other persons with the
for the sclection or purchase
gaame lands, or any part thereof,
Respecttully snbmitted,
) MULANISKI,

be pormitted to

been
hourd
of

samoe aftey an

the

K. A,

Chisfrman,
GEO, W, LAWRENCE,
'

ARBUCKLE'S P. 0. RANCH.

Ovders it Sold Because Had (o Hee
move Tlegal Fonees,

Cheyoune, Wyo,, March 13.-~John
Arbuekle, the New York Coffes kKing,
hax ordered tha manager of his big

“pP O panch, contalning 505,000 pores
and lying north of this eity, to sell the

yunch at once, together with the stoek.

which conslsts of $L95,000 sworth of
oatile Bnd horses
The sale & due to the recent acs

tion of the govermment in foreing Ar-
buckle to Lear down 40 miles of fences
erecled on government lands, and in
the absence of n land leasing law, Ar-

buckle has no place to rang his live
stock, Arbuckle has heen offored $300,,
006 for the proaperty,

This would seem to |

selling |

A Mighty Cut in

Period—Sixtieth Day of S

The great problem looming up befors
the leglglature for the dnals days of
aonion belwesl bried “smuntenings’ fox
slesp and food, I8 the appropriation bill
Henaror Willlsing, uot g0 aetive in athey
loginlative fields, bas been working on
this bitl the larger part of the present
sesiion. This week his commiitee hiiw
heey moeting nightly, and hos sent one-
Balf of the bulky dovument 10 the print-

e

'DESERET EVENING NEWS.

Thir cost of a wane ad. campaign s
“neat g0 nothing when you consides

Dat bt “fipds your best market’ for
LU S
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9 E3TABLISHED

Mrs. Russel Sage Sets Aside Sum
Of Ten Million Dellars
For It,

ITS OBJECT IS SOCIOLOGICAL,

Investigate and Sty the Canses

FOUNDATION D0 EVELYA THAW

|
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]
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FIETY-STXTIH YEAR
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HE THOTH?

Jerome Says He Can Show That
She Swore Under Oath That
Thaw Beat Her.

RELIES ON HUMMEL AFFIDAVIT

Prosecuting Attorney Thinks That
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