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message of prespresidentident dayis to the con
federate congress

to0 the senate and house of represen-
tativestat iresices of the corCoiconfederatefederate statestafe 1

in obedience to thehe constitutional provision
requiring the president from timetune to ameimey to
giveglye to congress information of thetile state of
the confederacy andana recommend for
odeOaeoperationration such measures asaa hebe shall judge
recnecessaryessary aridand expedient I1 have to communi-
cate that since the inesmessagesage at the last session
of the P ovis ional congress events have de

that the had attempt
etletid more than it had power successfully to
achieve fience in the effit to protect by
our arms the whole territory of the confede-
rate states seaboard and inland we haveve
awnbransoso exposed as recently tta chencountercounter ve-
rious

se-
rious disasters when the confederacy was
formed the states corncomprising it were in wethe I1

peculiar chcharacter of their pursuits AMan jaa I1

misplaced 400o in their former associ-
ates

I1

to a gre t extent destitute of thetile means i

for the prosecution of theibe war on so gigantic 1

a scalescald as thatabat to which lthaathassattaatta ned the
voik bo p s and artists were mainly totd be i

the north rn slates and one of the
first duties which devolve upon this govern-
ment wastawas to the necessary manu
factfac torteorfeas iiann i1 in the meantime to obtain by I1

purchase from abroad as far as practicable I1

whatever wasway required for the pub c defense
xoX0 effortgriliashas been spared to effect both these
eldsids aridand though liehe results hhoehueivelve not equaled
our hopes it is believed that an impartial
judgmentatit will bpoapol ffullulluli invest gatlongallon award
to me various departments of the government
credit for having done all which human poponverer i

and foresight enabled them to I1 isa
the latorkalor and devotion otof the people have

notrot only sustained the efforts or the gove a
mentanent but have gone fafar to support its de

the active state of military pre
pacarationpararationrattontlonationa amonsamoni uhetue matious of0 europ mi
jkaprilrilrii last the latodatelate when our agents first went
abroad interposedinterpose unavoidable delays in the
procurement of arms and the want ofoe a nanaynayy 1

ipastas greatly impededImpededourour efforts totb import mil-
itarytary supplies of all sorts

I1 have hoped for several days to receive the
official report in relationrelareia ionioa to our discomfiture
at roanoke island and the fall of fort donel I1

son theywey have not yet reached me andalid I1
fetn therefore unable toio communicate to youjou
such ot0 past events and conse-
quencesqtlences resulting0 from them as would enable
mein e to make recommendations founded up n thetiie
changed condition which they have produced
enough isia known of the surrender of roan ke
island to make us feel that it was deeply hu-
miliatingmilia ting however imperfect may have been
th preparation for defense the hope is still
entertained that our reported losses at fort
danelsonDjnelson have been greatly exaggerated in-
asmuch as I1 am not only bil but unable
to believe that a large army ofoe our people
have surrendered without a desperate effort
to cutrutut their way through ithebe investing forces
whatever may have been their numbers and
to endeavor to make a with other drdle

ns of the army but in tsette absence of
that exact information which can only be
alfored by official reports it would be prema-
turetig to paspass judgment aniand mymoy oanon is re

lbsciskis I1 trust yoursyoura will be until that in
formation is received in the meantime
strenuous effortseffort i have been made to throw
forward reinforcements to the armies at po-
sitions threatened audand I1 cannot doubt the
bitter disappointments atewreve have borne by
nerving the people to still greater exertions

fl speedily secure results more accordantiwith ououir iutjurt expectations and as favorable
to our cause as thoseitose which marked theibe earlier
period of thethie war

therhe rreports of the secretaries of war and
navynave will exhibit the mass of resources for
the conduct of the war which we have been
enabled to accumulate notwithstanding the
very serious difficulties aganet which we
havebave contended they afford cheering hope
that ouroni resources limited as they were at
the beginning of thehe contest willyvill during its
progressresitresca beco rrieidie divdevelopedeloped to such an ex-
tent as fullfulI1 i to meet our future wants thellcyilcy ofoe enlistmentfor short terms against
which I1 have stead ly contended from the
commencementLommen cement of the war hasihasinin my judg-
mentlaett contributed in to immaterial degree to
the recent reverses which we have suffered
and even now renders it difficult to arnish
you an acaccuratecurte arltaritnt of the army when
dheute war first broke out many of 0ourur people
could with difficulty bs persuadedded that it
would be lonionlongiong or seriousserious itt was not deemed
possible that adyth ngansoso insane as a persistent
attempt to subjugate these states could be
made still lesslebs thatat the delusion could so far
prevail aas to give to the liarwar the vast propor-
tions whwb ch it has assumed the people in
credulous of a long war were naturally averse
to long s and the early legislegislationlatiiati 0

I1n
of conatcongressCongiessess rendered ilimaimam practicable to ob-
tain volunteers forfot Wa greater period than
twelve months nowtiow that it has IP come
proprobablebiblebibie that the war liiwillill be continued
through a series of years our high spirited
and gallant soldiers niwhilehilhii ggenerally reerc e list-
ing are from the fact of having entered the
ervice for a short time compelled in many

is to go home to make necessary ar-
rangementsrangements for their familifamiliess during their
prolonged absence the quotas of newrew regi-
ments for the war caled for ffromr om the dinerdiffer
enteat states are in rapid progress of organicorganiza-
tion

a
11I heyhoehe ahoe body of navnag levies and re

enlisted medmeamen will probably be ready in the
ranks within thebe duyff but I1in11

the mearitae it is exceedingly difficult tota

give an accurate statement of the number of
our forces iotheahe field tbtheyy may in general I1

beims be stated at four hundred regiments of
infantry with proportionte forces 0off cavalry
and artillery the detal a of which willmili be
shown by the report of the secret ry of wartwar
I1 deem it proper to advert to tiietile fact that the I1

p icess of furloughsfurroughs aridand re enlistment in pro
gressgreas for the last month hadbad so far disorgan-
ized and weakenedeak ened our doces as to impair
eurour abiablabilitylity for successful defensede tense but I1 here-
by congratulate apu that this evil which I1 I1

foreseen andani was powerless to t mamay
now be said to be substantially at aann end aai d
that we shall not again during the war be
exposed to seeing our strength diminished by
thisthia fruitfru stulul cause of disasterdisater short esti-
mates

I1
i

the pe pieale of the confederate being
principally engaged I1 i agricultural
were ddeded at the of liosboa J

tilitulties with ships ship ya 19 materials for
ship bubuildingilling or skilled memechanicschanis andarid selseisea-
men in sufficient numbecumbe es to make tuetle pl- inpirnamptp t
creation of a navy a I1r task eveneten it the 1

required appropriate nslis hadbad been made forthefor the I1

purposes N our very limited
resources bo ever the import of the spdecrecra
tary will exhibit to you a proper
tion irrini preparation and certaicertain ty 0 tiyetide neliel ir
completion of vessels orop a num er and class
on which we may confidently lelyelyi for contest-
ingin theth vaunted con rol of th enemy overoyer girour
wv era i

the financial system ddevised by the wiswisdomdm
predecessors has proved ad quatequata to

supplying allali th wants of the government
notwithstanding lleilethelie unexpecteded and very
large itiincreasecrease of expend it resrca resulting fromfroin
a great an the means
of d e tense the report of thtb sfsecretary 1of
tbtik treasury willvoil exhibit the gratifying fact
that weive have no floating debt that the c edinedlu
of the goigo eminent is unimpaired ondarld that the
total expel illrilciureure of th government for the

iyear hashaa been in round numnumbers one hundred
and seventy millious otat abara lebiausa waniwailual one
third of the sumsun wasted by the enemy in11 lilliihisS
vain effort to conquer it less hanthanban tilethe value i

of a single articleartice of export the cottoncolhou cropcropf
of the year

the report of thethir postmaster general illlii
show the condition of that department to be
steadily improvingimp oving its revenues increasing
and already ammaffadoringorlingorline assurances that it will
be selfseif sussustained at tile date red by the
constitution while affordingaffording ampleampie mail baci

i cities for tthehe people
in theshe department of justijustl e which includes

the office and public printingprintainhing someome
legislative provisions will bibe required which

I1 will hee specifically stated in the report of the
head of that department

j I1 invite the attention of conecongcongressressres to the
duty of organizing a supremee coult of the
confederate states in accordanceance with the
mandate of the constitution I1

I1 refer you to my message communicated
to the provisprovisionallonalional congrocongress ss inin november last
for such further informationin formati n t 0 11 c h in thebet con-
dition of public affairs as it might be useful

I1 to lay before you the shsartit interval which hashar
1

elapsed since not having any mate-
rial changes tnin condition other than

1 those to which reference babhab areadyalready been
made

I1 in conclusion I1 cordially welcome the re-
presentativespresenta tives who recently chosen by thefhe
people are fully imbued with their views and
feelings aidaaaaldid can so ably devise means to the
needful provision forjor the public service I1

f

massureassure vouyon of mmyy hearty cooperoperationcooperationco oper atlon in all
your efforts for the common welfare of0 the
country

tI1 signed JEFFERSON DAVIS
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