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said that he had been looking and
praying for some olof the elderseldera of the
church of jesusjefts christ of latter day
saints to be sent to him that he might
hear what they preached for asyetas yet he
had heard nothing of their gospel but
from the rumors of the enemies of this
people he told us who he was and
we gave him our cards put away all
formalities and began a conversation on
the gospel he had been a minister
in the free will baptist church but
found that the doctrines of christ were

same as they hadbad in that church
and he could not consistently preach
anything contrary to the doctrines of
our lord there being a branch of the
reorganized church of jeusjesus christ of
latter day saints inin that vicinity he be-
gan to investigate their faith and found
it to be more according to the scrip-
tures accordingly he embraced theirthe ir
doctrine and joined but soon after he

I1 began to see that they did not have the
authority to perform the ordinances of
thedie gospel according to daniel the prop
hetbet who says that a small stone should
be cut out of the mountains without
handsbands and should roll forth till it filled
the whole earth and should never be
thrown down or given to another peo
pie

iiit was when his mind was struggling
asidand pondering over these things tthathat
he began to pray for the elders to
come to him or where he could find
them and you can plainly see how easy
it was for the lord to cause that we
should become lost in the wor ds and
thenhen lead us to this man god moves
in a mysterious way his wonders to
perform upon invitation we went to
the home of this man and there we ex-
plained the principles of our faith
answered questions which he asked olof
us and proved to him that we did have
the authority to preach teach and offi-
ciate in all the ordinances of christ

we held a meeting at his house that
night and the next afternoon and even-
ing after which he applied for bap-
tism as also did his wife a few days
later his wife had a dream just be-
fore we came there and when she saw
ussie saidbaid we were the same nenmenn en that
were shown to her in the dream and
the words we preached were the same
also and this convinced her beyond a
possible doubt they are now both
earearnestest workers in the great cause of

t truth for which we leelfeel to give our
heavenlylieavenly father all thanks andana praise
lain and of ourselves we could not
have found these people

every day some great blessing is
given us to show that god isis watching
over ilishis elderseiders who are working luiu
his vineyard we leelfeel well in our
labors and are willing to go on in the
great work of spreading the gospel till
every creature has had the privilege of
hearingbearing the word of god and none are
left with an excuse

IRVIRVING L PRATT

NEWS FROM ALABAMA
4

morgan co ala
august 1896

never a month passes but it has
4broughtabrought forth incidents of a treshfresh and

kind chief among these
jostjast month were some cases otof the heal-
ing of the sick one case worthy of
special mention occurred on the morn-
ing of the alt at the solicitation
otof a number olof friends elders john

hancock arthur smith rodney B
ashby and myself carried on a series oiof
eight meetings near woodland mills
morgan county alabama the people
of the neighborhood took kindly to our
doctrine at firfirstt they filled the house
but during the fastlast two or three meet-
ings for lack of room about halthall of the
congregation was forced to remain out-
side the lady in question was espec-
iallyialy eager to hear our teachings al
tthoughbough her family was large thus creat-
ing much work for her she rushed
through her household duties and came
out to every meeting doubtless it was
her work excitement hasty eating etc
which proved too great a strain for her
system at the last meetings she had
forebodings of illness we walked to
their home with herselfand husband
then went toto the home of mr james
cook and retired for the night at 1230
a m we were awakened and asked to
administer to mrs thomas who hadbad by
this time become very iill11ll notwithstand-
ing all the attempts oiof her family to
bring her relief before we reached the
house her screams told us that her suf-
ferings must be of a most distressing
kind on enteringentert ng we found mrs
thomas with distorted features writhing
and twisting seemingly she was in the
arms of death she had merley sense
enough left to ask us in the most plead
ing manner to heal her before we had
taken our hands off her head the pain
had ceased her face hadbad assumed its
natural expression and her whole sys-
tem had assumed its characteristicil tone
audand vigor she sponsoon fell asleep and
rested the remainder of the night early
the following morning we went back to
see mrs thomas while speakingsneaking to
her she said she still hadbad slight pain at
this we were reminded that the elder
leading in the administration prayed for
the intense pain to cease we went
back to the cook family and got ready
to leave the neighborhood alter start-
ing on our way weve called ottoft the thomas
family to bid them goodbygood by when we
found to our sorrow that mrs thomas
had relapsed into a condition much like
that of the night previous we admin-
istered to her again this time the el-
der leading rebuked the disease the
healing was as instantaneous as that be-
fore and the effect produced on the
people present equally as profound
mrs thomas has been perfectly well
since that time w

we have heard the frequent visitor of
the yosemite tell how the sight of the
falls repeatedly overwhelms a person
how it forces upon him a realization olof
his own nothingness notwithstanding
he has raised his mind to the highest
point of expectancy and stretched his
nerves to their utmost tension perhaps
not less striking than this was the effect
on the people who witnessed the mirac-
ulous display of gods power in the
healing of this woman there was an
influence which penetrated the hearts
even of the unbelievers present causing
them to yield to break down and to
acknowledge with tears of praise the
name of god

in keeping with the foregoing is the
strength received by some of our elders
since our last special fast day for
several weeks past a few olof our brethren
have been unfitted for work through
sickness others have been destitute of
energy sufficient to work with activity
we were requested to exercise all faith
possible on the day mentioned for our

afflicted brethren sinesince then all of ourelders have been laboring with a zealwhich would grace the months of win-ter
elder ashby and myself have greatly

enjoyed our visits with the elders wey
havihave found them surrounded with anany
friends chief among whom are the hon-ored and more intelligentt citizens duri-ng the last two weeks we have aided zi
in holding twenty four meetings andstill the demand is more meetingsgs 1

encouraging reports are reaching Uus
from all quarters of the conferconferenceelaceseveral baptisms have been performed
during the month prospects for future t

work are constantly getting brighter sowe have reason to feel thankful i

our annual conference convenes AUPaug
irth and xyth near russellvilleRussell ville Frankfranklnlila sl
county alabama

herewith we present the names andaddresses of the elders a few of whom sh
for some cause unknown to us are notgetting the papers which they are soeager to read

albert matheson rodney B ashby
cullman city cullman co ala

W W becksteadBeak stead joseph IF pgregor tupelo lee co miss
david hubbard adelbert cranny

dickson colbert co ala
clarence E owens james bellowsbellowshancevilleHan ceville blount co ala
john hancock arthur smith gunguli

ville marshall co ala g
erastus peter nielson N

holly springs marshall co ala
E E hinckleyHincklev john christensen

cullman cullman co ala
edward F stevens james E brown

sulligentSull igent lamar co ala 41james A lee w alter tolton renro
froe Talla degon co ala

0 L marunmartin edward ried Ilanilhatibiwlton mariori co ala
ernest ricks jesse wheeler carroll- iouton pickens co ala al
george T htide charles sperry

gadsden etawah co ala
thomas rich nels P nelson blockCK

ton bibb co ala
frank walter slack russell 11ville franklin co ala
wm pardoe stephen callan russelasel
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pennsylvania conferenceCE

cumberland maryland
july 18189696

I1 will endeavor to give you some factsin relation to the work in this the penn-
sylvania conference of the northernstates mission on july ath we werecalled upon to hold funeral services over

s

sister nancy hartsoakHart one of our inmostost
faithful saints and one who was lo10lovedved
by all services were held at the grove
on brother wesley collins farm in bed-ford county pennsylvania of the trav-
eling elders there were present elders
richardson joseph M green E tan-
ner G W parrish P R gillespie A
M palmer A J allenalien and joshua sel-ley president richardson presiding
services commenced by singing come
come ye saints prayer by elder joseph
M green singing resting now from
care and sorrowsorrow

before passing away sister hartsoakHart
expressed a desire that elder AAJJ allenalien
should speak at her funeral agreeable
to this request brother allenalien addressed
the congregation which was a large one
most of the audience attending out of


