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the trade of a wagon maker when
he1115 heard and embraced the gospel

in 1852 he heard a mormon
elder named ole preach
lVePentancelatance and baptism for the re-
mission of sins this elder was
emong the first persons baptized tnin
denmark under the presidency of
apostleApostle erastus snow and was one
off tilethe first native brethren called to
the ministry he advised samuel
tfif jaehe lacked wisdom to askaak of god

to all men liberally and
not one saturday

in the year 1852 the subject
of this sketch knelt in secret prayer

d inquired of the lord if joseph
smith wass a true prophet according
ta the words of elder and
af8080 to give him a testimony to that
effect

soon after offering up this prayer
wbe retiredd to bed his mind engrossed
Atthoughtbought upon the subject of the
aing and character of joseph

when apparently the room
b amee filled with an evil and in

oppressive and terrible in
fluence it seemed to be throngedthronged
withath evil spirits

ilefie was deeply affected by this
of the powers of dark

1I BB drew the bed covering over
w4 head and called earnestly upon
bodd to deliver him he was so80 op

Wed that his tongue and limbs
taxed bound and useless imme
nely on his calling upon god in

manner his spirit seemed to
leavee his body and go to
tile locality where stood the
tarch building a luthern edifice
at which he ani his parents had
beenD accustomed to worship and
whichabich was situated about eighteen
01 twenty english miles from where
helasQ was at this time A great multi
tade seemed to be flockingflooking into and
amundnd the building when it sud-

y split in twain one half of it
ng to the south and the other

hlf to the north A large number
of people were killed or mangled in
theue terribleteitetrible catastrophe

on witnessing this great calamity
laeae felt utterly lost bewildered and
ercolineercOlne the church in which he

44 gilertohilerhithertoto worshippedworshipped was
ched and the congregation

kawd mangledangled or scattered and in
8 t loneliness and distress of soul
he cried out

40 urdlord where shall I1 go nowttat this juncture his attention was
butedted towards an inexpressibly

timi and heavenly city which
emeded totolielie a long distance before

wai ilehe was filled with longing to
90 tot the delightful place and again
wed to the lord this time aejasking

to be shown how he might reach the
celestial city in reply a voice said
to him

listen to the words of the mor-
mon elder he will show you the
way

at these words samuel suddenly
resumed his normal and natural
mental state and somewhat to his
surprise found himself lying in bed
instead of being off on a journey
witnessing what has just been de-
scribedbed what he had seen had
been spiritually discerned but it
was strikingly and impressively
realistic

As may be supposed hisbis mind
was satisfied as to the truth of

mormonism and he was soon
afterwards baptized the year being
1852

he left his native country in the
following year and reached this city
october 5 1853 he was a member
of john Fosgreens company which
was the first to leave scandinavia
except the company of 28 souls who
accompanied apostle erastus snow
on his return home from his mis-
sion to scandinavia in 1851 I1

brother petersen remained a
short time with a family in the
ninth ward but was soon em-
ployed on what is now known as
the farm just south of this
city he married august 24 1856

caroline elizabeth sorensen and
located in the eighth ward he
was ordained a priest feb 18 1857
and oiaOB feb 27 of the same year he
was ordained an elder on march

1858 he was ordained a seventy
and became a member of the fifty
seventh quorum

on june 8 1877 he was ordained
a high priest and bishop of the
second ward by apostle john
taylor he having removed into
that part of the city in 1861 since
which time he has lived on the
same lot

his first wife died november fth
1858 and he married karen jensen
his present wife june 1859

at the april conference 1867 he
was called on a mission to sweden
he left may of that year and
returned august alth 1877 he
was called on a mission to minne
rotain january 1877 by letter from
president young and left in that
month he returned injureinjunein june of the
same year reaching home the day
before his ordinaordination to the bishop-
ric

shortly before leaving minnesota
elder peterson conversedconvereed with a
man named lars a sub-
stantial farmer and superintendent
of a large flour mill with whom he

had become acquainted the col-
loquy was something like this

elder petersen mr I1
would like to make a mormon of you
before I1 leave I1 have that much
love for you

mr find it the
hardest job you ever undertook

elder P well PUill leave that
matter between you and god

mr N well I1 must say that I1
am much obliged to you for the light
I1 have obtained from you

elder P give god the glory for
I1 am his servant

this reply seemed to surprise and
impress mr who remarked
that as a rule men wanted all the
glory of their teachings or labors
the two parted in a very friendly
manneranner but with no indication that
mr had become a convert
to mormonism

three days after elder petersonsPeter sens
return to his home in this city he
was aroused shortly before midnight
byy a knock onoa the door chos
there he called out

mr nielsenNlelsen was the replyrep lyiair
a voice familiar to elder petersen
amrmr of minnesota f he
exclaimed and hastily opening the
door welcomed his guest

mr said it was a long
way to come to be baptized but that
was his object and soon afterwards
elder now bishop petersen admin-
istered that ordinance to him and
he returned to minnesota sold out

and brought hisbis family to utah the
next year he is still a faithful
aint

JAMES
iss the son of john and mary leach
and was born may 2ndand 18161815 in pil-
ling lane lancashire england
about the year 1827 his parents re-
moved to preston the town im-
mortalizedzed as being the first in eng-
land to hear a public proclamation
of the gospel one night about the
year 18881883 while james was lying
awake in bed in the some room in
which his parents slept he heard
jilshis mother narrate to his father a
dream or a vision she had had in
which she was informed that the
true gospel Wwas about to be pro-
claimed upon the earth in all itsite
ancient purity and power in 18871837

apostle heber C kimball and com-
panions preached the fullness of the
gospel in england in fulfillmentfulfilment of
this dream or vision As soon as
james mother heard the gospel she
embraced it she was at the time
a member of the revbev mr field-
ings church vauxhall roadboad pres-
ton she received the ordinance off
baptism at the same time as did


