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lin the year 1816, what was called the cold season,

SYNOPSIS OF THE HISIURY OF HEBER
CHASE KIMBALL. |

Coneerning my ancestors I can say but little.
My grandfather and his brother eame from Eng-
land; and both assisted in gaining the Intlepend
ence of the United States. | -

Father Joseph Smith and his brother John |

Smith were acquainted with the Kimballs: lhei
families were connected by marriage.

My father, Solomon Farnhum Kimball, was

; oll.

er, ﬂmi grnrr ahnp had a baukmrr estahimhmeut,
and issued shin-plasters from a cent up to $5.
My father lost the pzreater portion of his pro-
perty, which broke him up in thut place, when
he moved two and a half miles east, hall way be-
tween “East and West Bloomfield, where he
bought a farm of Mr, Stawurt near a ﬂmaﬂ lake,
on this farm there was a little bmprovement.
Here he established blacksmithing, built a tavern

stand, barns and other outhouses, and set out

this was

and the l'ﬂlluwmg spring we had but little to live
For some three weeks we gathered milk
weeds, boiled and eat them, not having salt, to
put on them. It was with difficulty that bread.

could be procured. My father paid $3 per bI.I:hEt

for potatoes.

My parents had seven children, of whom I was
the fourth, viz.; Charles Spauldmg, Eliza, Abi-
gail, Heber Chﬂﬂe, Melvima, Solomon and Daniel
Spaulding, who were all born in the town nf
Sheldon, Fraoklin county, Vermant, X

born in the State of Massachusetts, in the year
1770; he was raised from his boyhogg with Judge
Lhasa of Massachusetts, who was a blacksmith. ,

My father remained with him until he wam
married, when the Judee assisted him in estab- | |
ishing himself in the business of blacksmithing, |
in the town of Sheldon, ankhn county. V re,r--J
mout, I

My futher married Anna Spaulding, who was.

D um.l S. died when about seven meonths old.

The record of my father’s family.fell into the!

"hands of my oldest sister, Elizh, to whom I have
written foran aceount of the ages of my parents,
brothers and sisters,’but have not been able to]
obtain it: hence I have to omit the dates of 1B

births.” |
My father was a man of good moral character,

1::u’nii though he did mnot profess any religionj he

born in New Hampshire, in the town of Plain- taught his ehildren ‘good morals, and never would

field on the banks of the Connecticut river,

She | suffer them to swear, or play upou thze Sabbath.

was the daughter of Daniel and Speedy Spaulding, | day without cerrecting i them, but: would' have

"ﬁy father rehearsed to me some of the scenes | : ihem remain at home aud read g{}ﬂ(. books nr 1
F atlend the'church.

of the Revolutionary war,

He engaged in elearing land, burning the wood ! My mother was a presbyt enan, and &,,reeany

into coal and ashes; he had also a forge in the
manufaciure of wronght iron.
He was bald headed, had dark brown hair, blue |

fo the strictest sense of their religion, she lived a
| virtous life, and according to the best of her
knowledge tan ght her children the ways of right-

eyes, sandy whtakers and sandy complexion,  eousness.

five feet eleven i ches high, weighed 200 pounds
and upwards—was. cdplain of a company of
militia in Sheldon, und wore a' cocked up hat, of
the old Euglish style, and a strait bodied coat |
and short breeches with a knee huckle, long stock-
ings and hassian boets with a pair of tassels.

About the time of the embargo, before the last
war with England, my father'lost his property, as
it was investéd in Salts, Potash and Pearlash;
the embarge having shut down the gate of com-
merce between the United Stales and England, !
left his property in his hands without much |
value,

He saddled his horse, put on his biz portman-
teau, which contained a change of raiment, and
started for the West; arriving at the town of
Scipio, Cayuga county, New York, he fell in
eompany with Judge Towsley who employed
him as a foreman in a blacksmith’s shop, where
be labored six months; after which Judge Tows-
ley and my father traveled still further westward, |
to within fourteen miles of the Genesee river, to
West Bloomfield, Ontario county, wheére Judge
Towsley assisted him in establishing the black-
amith’s business. '

My father took up several huncred acres of
iimbered land, in this new country, and after re-

maining s;x months, he returned to Sheldon: to

his family, having been absent a year.

In February 1811, he took my mother and six
children in‘asleigh with one span of ho:ges, and
what clothing we had upon us and a change; and
v few blankets. We traveled on the ice, on Lake
Champlain up to Whitehall, a distance of -110
miles,wherg/spring being open, he traded his sleigh
ior a wagon and proceeded to West Bloomfield,
where he continued his business of blacksmithing
1nd farming, and commenced building.

tle built an academy in West Bloomfield, also
'wo tavern stands and several private dwellings.
He ‘'made edge tools, such as scythes, augers,
nxes, knives, &e., alsu ploughshares and agricul-
‘ural implements for the country around to a
«istance of fifty miles; and sometimes he had
~ight forges going at once, with a foreman aund
upprentice at each fire.
~vith his men and oceupied one fire, and took the
o versight of his work.

West Bloomfield was in the thoroughfare be-
tween Albany and Buffulo, on whieh the soldiery
jussed during the war of 18i2-15. It was
fouwrizhing titnes, there being plenty of business
ind mongy, and most men in business became
tvolved, so that when the war closed bankruptey
‘eame common, ag every merchant, tavern keep-

February 1824, My mnthﬂr died of consump-
tion in the town of West Bluomfield. |

He generally worked+

In the spring of 1825 my fatlier came to Men-

| Victor, Ontario county.

cmp——

o

|degrees, the Anti-Masons burnt the Chapter

to bnginess for myself at the potter’s trade, which

Arch Masons: our petition was accepted; butjust

Hrofession, then theworld weuld be in’'@ much

June ks IBGE She iued with har pﬁrents in

Tmmediately affer I was married I purchased
the sitnation of my brother Charles and went in-

[ carried on it the summer season, and worked
at blacksmithing in the winter; I also chopped
cord wood and cleared land oceasionally: 1 eon-

tinued in the pottery business upwards of tenl"

years, and in the meantime I made a purchase of’
five and a half acres of land, built a fine house, a
wood linusé, barn, and other out houses, and
planted fruit- trees; and had situated my EEH' S0 48
tolive comforfably.

In 1823, I received the three first :lerrreea nf
masonry; in thﬁ lodge at Vietor Piﬂta, Ontario.
county. . | LR

In 1824, my self and five nthem sent’a pehtmn
to the Chapter at Canandaigna, the connty seat
of Onlario, to receiye the degrees up to the Royal|

previous 'to.the time we were to receive those

buildings in Canandaigug, - |

No man was admitted into a lodee in tHbse
days excupt lie bore a good moral character, and
wis 4 man of steady hubits; and a member wounld
be m-ﬂpanr‘fd for immoral conduct. I wish that
all men were masons and would live up'to thei

betier gtate than it i3 now,

My first'dauchter, Judith Marvin, was born.in
Mendon, Munroe co., N. Y., July 29,1823, and
died May 20,:1824. |

My son, William ‘Henry, was born in ""-Iendun,
'%.pnl 10, 1825

Sept. 22, 1827, while livinz in the town of
Mendon, I having retired to -bed, John 'P.
Gresene, & traveling reformed Methodist preach-
er; waked ‘'me up calling upon me to belm!d

'to unite with different sects, but did not see fit
to comply with their desires until a revival took
place in our neizhborhood; I had passed through
several of their protracted meetings, and had
been many times upon the anxious bench to seek
relief from the bauds of ‘Sin and Death,? but no
relief could I find until the meetiogs were pasﬂer_ |
by. e
At this time I concluded to put myself under
the watch care of the Baptist church and unite
myself to them; as soon as.I had coneluded to do
this, the Lord administered peace to my mind,
and accosdingly. the next day 1 went with my
wife andowe were baptized by BElder Elijah Wea-
ver,and we partook of ‘the sacrameat on that
day for the firstsand also last time, with them.
Although they. believed in principles which I
did not, I placed.myself under their walch-care,
to be a guard upoa me, and to keeP me from runs
ning juto evils. |

I"rom the time I was tw slve yaars old, I had
‘many serious thoughts and strang. desires to ob-
tain a knowledee of salvation, but not finding.
any 'one who could teach me the things of God.
I ¢'id not embrace any principles of doctripe, but
endeavored to lead a moral life. The priests
would tell me to believe in the Load Jesus Christ,
but never would tell me what to do to be saved,
and thns left me almost in.dispair.

About three weeks after I joined the Baptist
chureh, five Elders of tlie Church of Jesus Chrie®
came from Pennsylvania to the house of Phinenus

H. Young, in Victor. . Their names were Eleazsr
‘I Miller, . Elial. Strong, Alpheus  Gifford, Fnos

Curtis wnd’ Danizl Bowen. ' Hearing of these
men, euriosity prompted me to go and see them,
when, for the first time, I heard the fulness of
the everlasting gospel.: They declared that an
holy angel had been' commissioned from the
heavens, who had committed the everlasting

the scepery in the heavens. 1 culled my wife
and sister Fanny Young (sister of Brigham
Youug) who was living with mej it was so clear
that you conld see’ to pick up a pi, we locked

'don and lived ‘'with me. e soon took sick and
'died of consumption, about a year after my
‘mother’s death.

My oldest brother Charles S. and his wife,
whose maiden name was Judith Marvin, died in
the year 1826 or 7, and were huned in. Mendon

| by the side of my father.

I was born June 14th, 18(]1' in the town of

' Sheldon, Franklin connty, Vermont.

Judge Chase, with whom my father was

brought up, called to see my parents soon after|.

1 was born, and he prupnsad to call me Haher

Chass,
About the time of the great echpaa in 1806, 1

commenced going to school, aiid continued some
of the time until about the ago ef fourteen. I
recollect the eclipse well as my father was about
to start on a journey, but was obliged to wait on
' account of the darkness,

When fourteen years of age my father took
me -into his shop and taught me blacksmithing.

perty, and not taking the care for my wellare
whizh he formerly did, I was left to seck a place
of refuge or how.e of my own., - At* this time 1
saw some days of gorrow; my heart was troubled,
and I suffered much in consequence of fear,
bashfuluess and timidity. -1 found myself ‘cast
abroad upon the world, withouta friend to con-
gole iy grief. In these heartaching hours I
suffered much for the want of food and the com-
forts of life and many times went two or three

daring to ask for it,
After I had spept several weeks in the manner

before stated, my oldest brother, Charles, hearing
of my condition, offered to teach me the potter’s
trade: I immediately accepted the offer, and con-
tinued with him until I was twenty-one.

] was enrolled with my brother Charles in_an
independent horse company of the New Yerk
militia, under Captain Sawyerof East Bloomfield,
with him and his successor 1 trained for fourteen
years, und I never was found delinquent in m}'

the town of Mendon, Muurce county, where he
again established a pottery. After I lind finished
learning iny trade I wurkad for my brother six

months for wages. _
In Nov. 1823, I married Vilate Murray, the

born in Florida, Montgomerycounty, New York,

When nineteen, my father ‘having lost his pro-

days without food td eat, being bashful, and not |

dut -
| %hde living with my brother he moved info |

daughter of Roswell and Susannah Murray, |

\men.
‘lout the entire army, when the foremost man

arise towards the heavens, and as it ascended it
formed itself intoa belty and made & noise like
the' rushing of ‘a mighty wind, and’ continued
| south-west, forming « regulur bow dipping ia the
western horizon. After the b-::-w had fﬂrmﬂd it
began to widen out and grow clear andl “tran-
sparent of & blueish cast, it grew wlde enough to
contain twelve men abreast.

In this bow an army moved, commencing from
the east aad marching to the west. | They moved
in platoons, and walked 80 close, the rear ranks
trod in thesteps of their file leadérs, until the
whele bow was literally crowded with soldiers,
We coald see distinctly the maskets, bayonels,
and koapsacks of the meun, who wore caps and
feathers like those used by the Hmﬂnca_n soldiers
in the Jast war with Britain; also their officers
with their sworde and equipage, and heard the
clashing and jingling of their ingpruments of war,
and could discover the form and features of the
The most profound ogder existed through-

stepped, every man stepped  at the same fime: 1
coulid hear the step. When the front rank reached
the Western horizon a battle ensued, us we could
distinetly hear the report of the arme, und the
rush.

No man could judge of my feelings when I be-
held that army of men, as plainly as 1 ever saw
urmies of men in the flesh; it saemed as though
every hair of my head was alive. This scenery
we gazed upon for hours, until it began to dis-
appeur.

Subsequently I learned this took place tﬁﬂ same |

evening that Joseph Smith received the records
of the Book of Mormon from the angel Moroui.
John Young, sen. and John P. Greene’s wife
Rhoda, were also witnésses of this scenery. My
wife, Vilate, bring frightened at what she saw,
said, ‘Father Young, what does all this mean?’

one of the signs of the comingz of the Son of
Man.” * The next night similar scenery was be-
held in the west, by the neighbors, representing
armies of men who were ergaged in battle.

My datghter, Hellen Mar, was born in Mendon,
August 22, 1828,

My son, Roswell Heber, was born in Mendon,
January 10, 1831; and died June 15,

with them. T received many pressing invitations

to the eustern horizon and beheld a white smoke |

,!truih we _did receive;

He replied in a lively pleased manner, ‘why its ||

gospel and restored the .Holy Priesthood unto
Joseph Smith as at the beginning; and that all
men were now called upon every where {o repent
and be baptized for the remission of sins, and re-
ceive the laying on of hauds for the gift of the
Holy Ghost; and these signs should follow those
that believe, via., they should cast out devils in
the name of Jesus, they should speak with new
tongnes, &e., and the reason why the Lord had
restored these things was because the people had
transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance,
and broken the everlasling covenant.

As soon as ['heard them I was convinced that
they taught the truth, and that I had only re-
ceived a part of the ordinances under the Baptist
church, I also saw and heard the gifts of the
spirit manifested by the Elders, for they spoke
in ‘tongues and interpreted, which tended to
strengthen my faith.  Brigham ‘Young and my-
self were constrained, by the Spirif, to bear tes-
timony of the truth, and when we cid this, the
power of God rested upon us.

Onp a cerlain occasion while going to hear the
Elders [ passed the nouse of my brother, Solo-
mon, and enquired of him if he had seen them,
he auswered lie had, and had beard them pray,
and prayed with them.’ I asked what he thought
of them, he replicd fthey are full of the Holy
Gliost religion.” I told him ] was going to see
them, he said, *Ga.’

Brother Brigham Young alterwards prophesied
that my brother Solomon would yet believe the
work and embrace it, and would lay hold of me,
and wonder why I had come into possession of
such great knowledge.

The family of John Young, sen., of five sons,
five daughters, and two sons-in-law, John P,
Greene and Joel Sanford, had moved into Men-
don a few years previously, They had the same
principles in their breas!s which I had in mine;
truth wag what we wanted and would have, and
for the Lord granfed us
testimony upon testimmony of the truth of the
gospel. '

Upon one occasion father John Young, Brig-
ham  Young, Joseph Young and myeelf had
gathered together fo get some wood for Phinehas
H. Yonng; we were poudering upon thosé things
which had been told us by the Elders, and upon
the Saints gathering to Zion, and the glory of
God shone upon us, and we saw the gathering
of the Saints to Zion, and the glory that would
rest upon them; and many more things connected
with that great event, such as the sufferings and

I mostly attended the meetings of the Baptist persecutions which' would come upon the people
church, and was often invited to unite my selt’iuf God, and the calamities and judgments which

would eame upon the world.



