scenes, the stormy incidents and
beartrending episodes  wilnessed
within these historic walis. The
victime of famine, of oppression, of
tyranny, and oftentimes of casualty
at sea, were all received here and
ughered into the golien realms of
grand Columbia.

Castle Garden wae first con-
structed as a fortress in 1807. 1t
was built about sixty feet from the
shore, and was therefore accessible
only by water or by the drawbridge.
It had frowning battlements, deep-
mouthed portholes, and it presented
a terrible aspect to would-be-de-
stroyers of the American Republie.
In those days England and America
were not on the moet harmonious
terms. Five years after the fort was
buil™the war of 1812 broke out.
The fort was never equipped as
sucli, because the fort on Governor’s
Island answered all the purposes of
defense.

The fort remained an object of
curiosity and interest to New York
and the general public for nearly
forty years. About 1850 the Amer-
fcan Inpstitute began to held its
fairs in the fort. Flowers, cereals
aud mechanical appliances made
the gloomy old walls look cheerful,
and brought the society of the day
to vigit the displays.

Ip -1852, in the heyday of P. T.
Barnum?®s youth, before he became
famous a8 the owner of the woolly
horse or as the constructor of the
mystical mermaid, he entered into
eontract with Jenny Lind,and it was
within these walls he introduced her
to the American public. In those
days Bowling Green, in the vieinity
of the fort, was the fashionable part
of New York. There lived the
¢lite of the eity. Theold Washing-
ton House was yet standing. Ipit
the immortal George had his head-
guartera in the historic days of the
past.

The rush {o see Jenny Lind made
the old fort still more famous. A
New York hatter named Genin paid
$1000 for a choice of seats to hear
the sweot Bcandinavian nightingale.
The event made P. T. Barnum, the
fort and Bowling Green famous.

In 1847 the legislature of New
York established a State Board of
Emigration, but it had at first no
permanent abiding place, On Au-
gust 1st, 1865, Castle Garden, as it
then began to be called, was dedi-
cafed as an enigrant bureau and
the headquarters of the Emigration
Board. Records were provided and
the names of all incoming emigrants
registered. These records contain
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9,720,667 names. They are all pre-
Ber ved and are now stored in Ward’s
Iskynd, the property of the Board.

Of the pames recorded 3,000,000
are uatives of Germany, 3,000,000
natives of Ireland, while the re-
maining 3,720,667 represent mostly
all the other people of the globe.

H. J. Jackson, who was superin-
tendetof the Bureau for 23 con-
secutive years, said toa New York
reporter on Dec. 81 last, when the
Garden was trausferred to the city
of New York:

‘“To me this old garden was a living
poem, sometimes cheerful and oft-
times dolorous. I have seen many
sad and maty joyous scenes. I have
soen shipwrecked people and home-
lesa pasgengers; have seen famllios
reunited and families separated for-
ever. Today closes up the most event-
ful and important chapter inthe his-
tory of my life.”

Castle Garden Is now the property
of New York city, and the inten-
tion is to preserve itas a national
memotial of the past. SBome are in
favor of turning it over to the Park
Coeimissioners and  expending
$15,000 on it for the purpose of
restoring it to its former position as
a fort. The building wili be used
a8 an aquarium, a museum of war
and colonial curiosities or something
of that sort, but will not be rented
for saloon or restaurant purposes as
some suppose. [t will be madea
place where visitors to New York
can go and look at the old landmarks
go prolific of memories in the hig-
tory of the country, and in the lives
of themselves and of their fathers.

Ap old New Yorker said to a
World reporfer recently:

“T was in Castle Garden u tew days
ago and the thought crowded upon me,
‘What a grand old historic place this
is.’ I stood within the bare walls and
caught glimpses of the foamy waters
through the portholes. I recalled the
evening when Jenny Lind made her
debut before an American audience.
It was like a fairy scene and I
never shall forget it as long as
I live, for I do not expect to see any-
thing approaching it again. It was a
perfect sea of human faces, and
when the great songstress made her
appearance the applause was like the
roar of a turbulent sea. Her voice
was clear, and her notes swept over
the vast building with the sweetness
of a bird and electrified her audience.
I tell you, that building should be
kept intact. We want to preserve the
old landmark, and restore it to a per-
feet picture of the original fortress,
and let it stund for all time, t0 be
visited and inspected by the people.
We have very few of the monumonts
thal link us closely to the glorieus
past, and the old associations of this

spot are very dear to old New York-
ers.

New York, Jan. 8.—QGeorge
@ould declares that there is no
truth in the report that the Bunta
Fe and Mipsouri Pacific are about to
be consolidated under Jay Gould’
management, though the relations
between the roads are very friendly.
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A HUMILIATING EXHIBITION.

AT LAST njght’s sesgion the City
Council presented a humiliating
spectacle. [t frequently assumes
that aspect, owing to the ignorance
wnd incapacity of the Mayor and
members of the body. It wastoo bad
of Messrs. Powers and Dickson,
expert attoroneys, to take advantage
of the incapacity of the Council as
a whole—of ¢vurse there are a few
fairly informed Councilmen.

Messra. Powers and Dickson are
the legal counsel of Mr. Perry, the
proprictor of the Variety Theutre,
whose application fur license to sell
liquor was denied at a former meet-
ing of the Council. Bince this action
Perry concluded to dispense wiLP
the formality of license, and conduce
his liquor business without one.

For this defiance of law he was ar-

reated and the case is now pending
in the courts. Of course, legally
speaking, a man is innocent be-
fore the law until his guilt is
proved, but aside from this tech-
nieality, there is, we presume,
no attempt to deny the fact that
Perry has been violating the liguor
ordinance by selling without Ii-
cenge gince the adverse action of
the Council. It was his intention,
through his attorneys, to carry the
subject into the courts. It is prob-
able, however, that Messrs. Pow-
ers and Dicksor had an idea that
the rase was not intrinsically geod,
and that it had been further vitiated
by their client taking the position
of definnt law-breaker; that ie, as-
suming it to be correct that he has
committed the offense for which he
has been arrested.

A reason for our entertaining
this view iathat, taking advantage
of the ignoranece and inexperience
of the Mayor and Council, the two
attorneys transformed that body for
the time being into the semblance
of a court of law—minous the usual
dignity and orier characteristic of
a judicial trib#ual. With yuota.
tions from law books and de-
cisiens, and with argume its
and special  pleadings they
endeavored  to convince the
Conncil that they ought to gr.nt
the whisky license to the Variety
Theatre, and all the time the poor
Mayor and misguided Councilmen
seemed to consider this aull proper
and regular. Otherwise they would
have moved an abatement of the
intrusion.

Failing to reach for the time be-
ing anaction on the question, these
legal tauticians endeavored toinduece -
the members opposed to the grant-



