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THE DESERETDEBERfiT
have fourteen synagogues within the
last few years the christians have
made great efforts to raise the stand-
ard of education but they have so far
not been very successful the damasinas ceans are very fond of their citymany of the members of the several
creeds are notoriously fanatics and
since the middle ages their character
has been generally reputed to be in-
solent and malevolentmane the damas-
cene muslim is proud and ignorant at
the same time he feels the superiori-
ty of the west and vented his wrathat being disturbed in his rigid conser-
vatism against the native chris-
tians european industry chiefly in-
troducedtrod by christians has almost
entirely extinguished the native man-
ufactures the arabs had long con-
sidered themselves superior to all other
nations and the circumstance thatthey have come into contact with a
culture undeniably superior to thetheirirown renders them jealous and fanaticalfan
instead of stimulating them to greater
exertion

from a very early period damascus
has been regarded by the arabs as
an earthly reflection of Paradise where
a foretaste of all the joys of heaven
is obtainable in accordance with the
description given in the koran the
arabs picture to themselves paradise
following the original of the

word as an orchard traversed by
streams of flowing water where the
most delicious fruits are ever ready to
drop into the mouth this ideal so
rarely approached in the arabian pen-
insula appeared to the natives of that
sterile region to be realized at damas-
cus and the city and its surrounding
gardens the so called bhuta are ac-
cordingly lavishly extolled by arabian
poets from a modern europe and
an amerleanamerican point of view these
Irpraisesalses seem unjustified the bhutaa district of country exextending toward
the east and south of damascus for a
distance of about nine miles does not
in the eyes of the traveler appear equal
to many parts of america england
or france there are indeed sevseveraleral
districts in the valleys of utah that
seem better and more beautiful than
the environs of damascus

As the city lies 2260 feet above the
sea level spring does not begin here
till march and it is not till may that
the walnut tree is in full leaf and the
vine climbs exuberantly from tree to
tree or still later when the large apri
cot trees in the midst of their rich
carpet of green herbage bear their
countless golden fruits and the pome
geaneas are in the perfecton of their
blossom that the gardens are truly
beautiful the natives call damas-
cus esh sham although the name of

is not unknown to them
damascus tois frequently mentioned

in the bible from the time of abra-
ham to the conversion of paul layi-ng out upon the desert east of the
mountains in the great line of trade
and travel between the Euph and
the mediterranean an immediate sta-
tion between the east and the west
caravans innumerable have continued
for four thousand years to unload at
her gates as they do yet the wealth
of the east and armies without num-
ber have encamped without on her
plains or swept in fury over her pur-
suing or pursued in the flush of con
quest or fenzy of defeat the armies 0101
ninevah and babylon of egypt and
30israelrael of greece and rome who in
long succession by turns
their hosts at damascus have passed

way with the empires to which
theyey belonged but this venerable
eity still stands out upon the desert
lake an ancient pillar lone and lofty
amid the waste of ages
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SNARES AND DANGERS

one of the most striking character
of adolescence is the stirrings of

ambition it is the most healthful
and invigorating of all the mighty
movement of the period it acts like
a tonic and braces both the body and
mind for the conflict of life

youth is the period of sanguine en-
terpriseterprise of reform no mat-
ter how impossible they may seem to

minds find eager converts
among the young literature is full
of the noble aspirations to be some-
thing do something and get some-
thing which moves the world ex-
celsiormelsiorcel by longfellow embodies this
spirit the biographies of shelley
keats and byron portray it the con-
fessionsfes of marie betray
the impulses of ambition to an al-
most abnormal degree next to love
it is the predominating motive of the
best firtion sartor Res ortos wit-
helm Meistrr waldo in the afri-
can

1

farm and a thousand other char-
acters in fiction might be mentioned aass
more or less finished studies of thithis8
passion

analyze the following passage from
a favorite diary it is the voice of
ambition with mangled notes of fear
and apprehension

life 0 life yet death is sweet
love 0 love I1 would love as no one
ever loed1loaed ed before but then love seems
so fleeting in all the eternities fame
is better yes I1 would be great rich
and beautiful be a singer an actor
learned powerful as no one ever was
before

alasala vanity of vanities why was
I1 born do I1 really live or is it al
a dream or mirage am I1 in the eter-
nal now

hum drum Indeedwill be the life of
him or her that does not in the spring
time of youth have a flood tide of
ambition it is by no means confined
to any single direction of achieve-
ment A comparative study recently
made by one of the students 0off darkclarkuniversity of biographies of emi-
nent men invariably show strong
currents of ambition during youth
but in very few instances only did the
first or even the second
lead in the direction in which they
won renown the gratification of
these early ambitions led to higher or
different ideals which were found bet-ter suited to their natural powers

parents and teachers cannot be too
strongly urged to foster and develop
these aspirations of the soul too
often however they laugh them toscorn and seek to cast the blight oftheir own ambitions over the glorious
hopes of the young

at puberty the sex idea the sex
function attains to activity it is the
crowning power of man or woman yet
with its maturing power comes thegreatest dangers to which the human
race Is exposed all the sins incident
to childhood combined are but a baga-
telle compared with the soul destroy
ing possibilities that may grow out of
abuse of the sex functions every
means therefore that god and natureplaces at the disposal of man should
be utilized to safeguard the young
against the pitfalls of sexual indiscre-tion religion cannot put sexual sins
so strongly that biology will not sec-
ond the verdict the one time popu-
lar french doctrine that what isphysically right is morally right hasnow been proven by science to be as
fully rotten as religion could possibly
desire A sexual act may be natural
and yet be only a beasts natural not
a mans natural

from recent exposures of concerns
that advertise through the daily press
to restore lost manhood etc two im-portant facts connected with the sexual

i life of the young are brought into

startling prominence the first is ttewidespreadwide spread effects of abuse orof theabeprocreative functions the second theteeshameless robbery of the victims feyby
quacks that advertise cures

this is the modus operandioperand A con-cern advertises the wonderful effectsof some great indian tonic whichproves an invariable cure for aluallsexual ills and persons afflicted arerequested to write for a symptom listlint
this list enumerates peculiar normalsymptoms as among aggravated in-dications of disease and paints inlurid colors the consequences of neg-lecting

ja
them the result is a harvestbarkeit

of letters from two classes from young
men actually steeped in vice andyoung men only enthralled by agnor
ance letters which are received un-der strictest promise of absolute con-fidencefi courses of treatment thecost of which is by no otherconsideration than how much the vievic s
tim can be bled are begun and aftera year or two discontinued in disgustthe letters having served the purparpose of one quack are sold to anotherwho by this means made familiar with I1

the conditions of young men are ables
I1

to bleed them once more by a F

1ly different course of treatmentdisgust once more overtakesdupes and all nonpayingnon paying comma
eions are sold once more thus tsbleeding goes on for years ananawcourse develops in time a cecertainn w

of chronic fools whose batniaage can be hawked and re hawked TOdefinitely
the first sale of such letters bri

25 per thousand the second 16third 5 wishing to study the feral symptoms of these sexual croulbrouour committee of investigation 1
chased a thousand confidential 1letat the last named figure whatmy surprise to find among themletter of a prominent student waft0intelligence I1 had placed too hiaw til T

believe he could ever be caught aler n
such transparent frauds your investigations of different 1 14concerns proved to us the existenceetthree and a half millions of such s

thus subject to barter andthese figures are a deplorable
on the sexual morality

aage9e
the duty of the teacher andin this connection is plain false iesty must be set aside at a piage young men should be madequainquainterted ath the mysteries ofbeing from the point of view of

and morality where dl
has entered and needs special 1

ment the family physician mnot
self vaunted specialist should
consulted for general treatment Mdisordered sexuality four things naifbe mentioned j

1 plain food indand hygienic haai
as respects bathing and the
stimulants

2 exposure to the elements andandeeorous physical exercise
3 hard beds
4 intellectual enthusiasm S

very law of kinetic equivalents irmind can be made to absorb the
ous energies in the contemplate
sweet wholesome subjects thoythey
cease to run riot in sexual diet
ances Z

perhaps the worst mental phase ex-
hibited generally by the youth
days is the inability or
to get interested in things it Is alt
a real condition of mind but1

put on to manifest a stoic im
ability or sort of you cant
anything air A way of Speak fig ot
world as if it were a sucked
as if they had sounded the helh 31
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depths of it and found all its
low and now they give a ntnit aar
to those so green as astlstill I1
faith in it they manifest
a sort of intellectual dry rot


