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have fourteen synagogues. Within the
last few years the Christians have
made great efforts to ralse the stand-
ard of education; but they have so far
nat been  very suecessful, The Da-
mascenns are very fond of thelr city.
Many of the members of the several
creeds are notoriously fanatics, and
since the middie ages their character
has been generally reputed to be in-
solcnt and manevolent. “The Damas-
cene Musllm is proud and Ignorant, at
the same time.
ty of the West, and vented his wrath
at being disturbed in his rigid conser-
vatism against the native Chris-
tians. European industry, chieily in-
troduced by Christians, har almost
entirely extinguished the native man-
ufactures. The Arabs had long con-
sldered themselves superior to all other
nations, and the c¢circumstance that
they have come into contact with a
culture undeniably superior to thelr
own renders them jealous and fantieal,
Instead of stimulating them to greater
exertion.’

From a very early period Damascus
has been regarded by the Arabs as
an earthiy refiection of Paradise,where
4 foretaste of all the joys of heaven
is obtainable. 1In accordance wlth the
description given in the Koran, the
Arabs picture to themselves Paradise
{following the original meanin~ of the
word) as an orchard, traversed by
streams of flowlng water, where the
most delicious fruits are ever ready to
drop into the mouth. ‘This ideal, so
rarely approached in the Arablan pen-
insula, appeared to the natives of that
aterile region to be realized at Damas-
cus, and the city and Its surrounding
gardens, the so-called Ghuta, are ac-
cordingly lavishly extolled by Arabian

pocts From a modern Burope and
an Amerfjean point of view these
‘praiges meem unjustified. The Ghuta,

2 distriet of country exteding toward
the east and south of Damascus for a
distance of about nine miles, does not
in the eyes of the traveler appear equal
to many parts of America, England
or France. There are indeed several
dsiricts in the valleys of Utah that
seem belter and more beautiful than
the environs of Damascus.

"As the city lles 2,260 feet above the
Aea level, spring does not begin here
till March, and it 1s not ttll May that
the walnut tree I8 in full leaf, and the
vine climba exuberantly from tree to
tree, or still later when the largeapri-
cot trees in the mlidst of their rich
carpet of green herbage bear their
conntless golden fruits, and the pome-
granets are in the perfecton of thelr
blosanm, that the gardens are truly
beautiful.”” The natlves call Damas-
s Esgh-8ham, although the name of
Dimishk Is not unknown to them.

Damascus {8 frequently mentloned
in the Blble, from the time of Abra-
ham to the conversion of Paul. Lay-
ing out upon the desert, east of the
‘mountains, In the great line of trade
and travel between the Euphreats and
the Mediterranean—an Immediate sta-
tion” betwecn the east and the west—
ecaravans inmumerable have continued
for four thousand years to unload at
her gates, as they do yet, the wealth
of the east; and armies without num-
ber have encamped without on her
plains, or swept In fury over her, pur-
suing or pursued, in the flush of con-
fuest or fenzy of defeat. The armies oy
Ninevah and Babylon, of Egypt and
Israel, of Greece and Rome, who in
Iong successlon marshalled by turns
thelr hosts at Damascus, have paraed
away with the empires to which
they belonged, But this venerable
«ity stil) stands out upon the desert
like an ancient plllar, lone and lofty,
amid the waste of ages.

ANDREW JENRON.

Elder Budge of Paris was a visitor
to Logan Friday.

He feels the superiori- |

SNARES AND DANGERS.
One of the most strikilng character-
Irtica of adolescence Is the stirrings of

ambition, It Is the most healthful
and Invigorating of all the michty
movement of the period. It acts like

a tonlc and braces both the body and
mind for the confllet of life.

Youth ts the poeried of sanguine en-
terprise. Scemes of reform, no mat-
ter how impossible they may seem to
maturer minds, flnd eazer converts
among Lhe young. Literature is full
of the noble aspirations to be some-
thing, do something, and get some-
thing, which moves the world. "“Ex.-
celsior” by Longfellow embodies this
epirit. The biographies of Shelley,
Keats and Byron portray it. The con-
{fesslons of Marie Bashkirtseff betray
the imrulses of ambitlon te an al-
most abnormal degree. Next to love,
It is the predominating motive of the
best fiztion. "Sartor Resortes,” '""wil-
helm Meister,” “Waldo” in the Afii-
<an Farm, and a thousand other char-
acters in fletion might be mentioned as
more or less flnished studies of this
passien.

Analyze the following passage from
a favorite dlary. It {8 the volee of
ambition with mangled notes of fear
and apprehenslon:

"Life, O life! Yet death s sweet.
Love, O love, I would love as no one
¢ver !ved before. But then love seems.
0 fleeting In all the eternities! Fame
is better, Yes, I would be great, rieh,
and beautiful, be a sjnger, an aetor,

learnz=d, powerful, as no vne ever was
before. e 9 © >

Alas, vanity of vanlties! Why was
I born? Lo I really llve? or is It all

u dream or mirage?
nal now?

Hum drum, indeed,will be the life of
him or her that doea not in the spring
ilme of youth have a ficod tide of

Am I in the eter.

ambltjon. It Is by no means conflned
to any single direction of achieve-
ment. A comparative study, recently

made by one of the students of Clark
University, of 200 blographies of emi-
nent- men, Invarfably show strong
currents of ambition during youth.
But In very few instances only did the
first promptings, or even the second,
iexd in the direction in whieh they
WOn renown. The gratification of
these early ambijtions led to higher or
different ideais which were found bet-
ter suited to thelr natural powers.

Parents and teachers cannot be too
strongly urged to foster; and deveiop
these aspirations of the =soul Too
often, however, they laugh them to
scorn and seek to cast the blight of
thelr own amblitions over the glorious
hopes of the young.; e

At puberty the Sex idea, the sex
function, attains to actlvity. It is the
crowning power of man or woman, yet
with its maturing power comes the
grealest dangers to which the human
race Is exposed, All the sins Incident
to childhood combined are but a baga-
telle compared with the soul-destroy-
ing possibilities that may grow out of
abuse of the sex functions. Every
means, therefore, that God and nature
places at the dlsposal of man should
be utllized to safeguard the young
against the pltfalls of sexual indisere-
tlon. Rellgion cannot put sexual sins
80 strongly that biology will not see-
ond the verdict. The one time popu-
lar French deetrine that what Is
physically right i8 morally right has
now been proven by scjence to be as
fuily rotten as rellgion could possibly
desire. A sexual act may be natural
and yet be only a beast's natural, not
a man's natural.

From recent exposures of €oncerns
that advertise through the dally press
to restore lost manhood, ete.. two im-
portant facts connected with the sexual
life of the young are brought into
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startling prominence. The first is the
wide-spread eflects of abuse of the
procreative functions; the second, the
shameless rebbery of the victims by
quacks that advertise cures.

This Is the modus operandi. A con-
cern advertises the wonderful effects
of some great Indlan tonic whileh
proves an invariable cure for all
sexual ills; and persons afllicted are
requested to write for a symptom list.
This list enumerater pecullar normal
symptoms as among aggravated in-
dications of disease, and paints in
turid colors the consequences of neg-
lecting them. The result Is a harvest
of letters from two elasses; from young
men actually steeped in vice and
young men only enthralled by ignor-
ance; letters which are received un-
der strictest promise of abgolute con-
fldence. Courses of treatment. the
cost of which is guaged by no other
consideration than how much the vie-
tim can be bled, are begun, and after
a year or two discontinued jn disgust.

The letters having served the pur-
rwose of one quack are sold to another
who by this means made famlllar with
the conditions of young men, are able
to bleed them once more, by a radiecal-
Iy different course of treatment.

Disgust onCe more overtakes the
dupes and all non-paying communica-
tlons are sold onmce more. Thus tha
blecding goes on for vears, and of
course develops in time a gertaln per-
centage of chronic fools, whose patron.
age can be hawked and rehawked in-
definitely.

The first sale of such letters brings
$26 per thousand, the second $15, the
third $6. Wishing to study the gen-
eral symptoms of these sexual trouh’
our committee of Investizgation pur-
chased a thousand confldential letters
at the last named figure. What was
my surprige to find among them the
letter of a promlnent student whosa
Intelllgence I had placed tao high te
believe he could ever be caught by
such transparent frauda, E

QOur investigations of different quack
concerns proved to us the existence of
three and a half milions of sueh let-
ters, thus snbject to barter and sale.
Thear figures are a deplorable com-
mentary on the sexual morality of the
age,

The duty of the teacher and parent
in this connecllon iz plain. False mod-
esty must be set aside. At a proper
age young men should be made ac-
qualnted with the mystertes of their
heing, from the point of view of intel-
ligence and morality. Where disease
has entered and needs special treat-
ment, the family physician, not the
self-vaunted ‘‘speciallat,”” should bhe
consylted, For gencral treatment of
digordered sexuallty, four things may
be mentloned:

1. Plain food and hygilenic habits
as respects bathing, and the ‘use of
stimulants, 4

2. Exposure to the elements and vig-
orous physical exercise.

3. Hard beds.

4. Intellectual enthusiasm. By the
very law of kinetie equivalents, if the
mind can be made to absorb the nerv-
ous energies in the contemplation of
aweet, wholesome subjects, they will
cense to run rlot in sexual disturb-
ances,

Perhaps the worst mental phase ex-
hibited generally by the youth of our
days is the Inability er unwillingness
to get Interested in things. It is often
a real conditien of mind, but oftener
“put on” to manifest a stoic imperturb-
ahility, or msert of you-can't-teach-me-
anvthing alr. A way of speaking of the
world as if it were a sucked orange—
a8 if they had sounded the heights and
depths of It and found all its joys hol-
low, and now they glve a nitying smile
to thase 80 “green” as still to have
faith in it. They manifest, In short,
1 gort of intellectual dry rot; healthful



