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OBEDIENCE AND FREE AGENCY

every truth laIs related to every othotheror
the most glorious principles of the
gospel therefore ought to have an
application to the simplesteimpleat duties of
life

the disquieting times through
which we are passing call for consid
aeration in the light of all the intelli-
gence the lord ban bestowed upon usue
that we may give to each duty itite
proper weight and proportion it iis
not then in such a case out of order
to take our present bearings from the
highest point of vantage ground we
carlcan

we commence with a quotation
from thehe prophet joseph smith

1 I am going to tell you howbow god
came to be god you have got
to learn howbow to be gods yourselves

the mind or intelligence which
man possesses toIs coequalco equal with god
himself there never was a
time when there were no spirits for
they are coequalco equal with our father inin
heaven god never hadbad the
howertopower to create the spi of man at
al the first principles of manmaa
are belf with god god him-
self finding he was in the midst of
spirits and glory because he was more
intelligent saw proper to institute
laws whereby the rest could have a
privilege to advance like himself the
relationship we have with god places
us in a situation to advance in knowl-
edge he hasban power to institute lawslawn
to instruct the weakerker
that they may be exalted with him
self 10

from the foregoing we learn among
other things that thereanere was a oliue
when we didaid not know of the plan of
salvation that when this plan was
presented to us we accepted of its pro-
visions and that we are nowDOW toin the
course of development under those
provisions with a clearly defined ob-
ject in view the agreement with
which we entered upon the execution
of these purposes isin set out in the pearl
of great price where we also get a
confirmation off the testimonyovy orof the
prophet joseph the lora
sayssaye

1I came down in the beginning in
the midst of illall the thou
bast seeneseen

abraham continues
nowbonow the lord had ahshown0 W auntot me

abraham the wewere
organized before the world was and
among all these there were many 01ol
the noble sodand great onesoneo and god
oiwaw these soulssou la that they were good
sod he stood in the midst of themanunanu
heake said ifnote will I1 make my rulers
for he stood among those that were
spiritsspirit and he saw that they were
good and he said unto me abraham
thou art oneoae of them thou was chosen
before thou wast born

the system hadbad been laid before
these spirits they had received an out-
line of the course of development pro-
vided for and had entered into an
agreeagreementmout on their part asan indicated
lbby the following language

and there stood one among them
that waswag like unto god and he sali
unto those who were with him we
will go down for there is19 space lucre
and we will take otof these materials
and we will makeinake an earth whereon

these may dwell and we will prove
them herewith to seeam if they will do
all things whatsoever the lord their
god shall command them and they
who keep their first estate shall be ad
ded upon and they who keepbeep not their
first estate shall not have glory in the
same kingdom with those who keep
their first estate and they who keep
their second estate shall have glory
added upon their heads foror ever anuand
ever

the agreement on our part then
upon undertaking to advance in the
scaleecale of intelligence according to these
laws which hadbad been instituted rodand
bytheby the observance of which gojgoi had
become god was obedience to what-
ever the lord should command us
andana this tois true not only of the lat
berday salutesaints but of all the sons and
daughters of adam not that all shall
be counted unworthy who do not obey
the fullness of the gospel for all have
not been given the obedienceobedie oce
to the light they navehave received or
will receive tois the criterion by
which all will be judged luin
the nature of the casecame thisthin could
nonot be otherwise obedience is the
one premise upon which all our hopes
for future happiness and

notnor does the lord fall to enlighten
usno as to his part of the contract inID
addition to the promises implied toin
the words last quoted the lord sayssae
as recorded in thothe doctrine and cove-
nants

all they who receive this priest-
hood receivetbth me saith the lord forfei
be that myservants
me and he that me rei
eizeth my father and be that re

my father recel veth my
fatheadfataeila kingdom therefore all that
ay father hathbath shall be given unto
him and this Is according to the oath
and covenant which belongetb to the
priesthood

here we have the undertaking of
each of the contracting parties to the
original agreement on condition olof
obedience on our part to whatever he
shall command us the lord is bund
by a covenant which he cannot
break to give us a fullness of his
glory

there is however another import
ant element of progress in order to
reabreceivelve the benefits of obedience the
candidate must enjoy throughh aall the
course of his developdevelopmentmen perfect
liberty of action the relation of ireefree
agency to the gospel plan is set out toin
the following extract from toe pearl of
great price

andgicand 1I the lord god apoka
moses saying that satan whoaWhom thouilion
hastbast commanded in the name otof mine
only begotten is the same which waswag
from the beginning and tobe came be-
fore me saying behold I1 send me I1
will be thy son and I1 will redeem all
mankind that one soul shall not be
lostloot and surely I1 will do it wherefore
give me thine honor but behold my
beloved sonboo which was my beloved
and chosen from the beginning said
unto me father thy will be dorieanndondorieeBnaand
the glory be thine forever wherefore
because that satan rebelled against
me and sought to destroy the agency
of man which I1 the lord god had
given blinshim and also that I1 should give
unto him mine own power by the
power of mine only begotten I1 caused

that he should be cutcast down andee ifcame satan
the agency of man must therefore

be holdheld inviolate ootnot however as
something above every other conal deif
tion but simply as srian accompaniment
of too highest possiblepoe aible development
through obedience

now it is a matter of common ex-
perienceperi ence thatainin riding on a railway
traintraia one may fix the attentionlosonon
any particular spot soao steadily as to
kivegive country the ap-
pearancepearance of revolving around that
point and soBO by the continued study qtor
any one principle of truth one MVmay
come to look upon it asaa being of impel
tancecanoe out of all proportion to related
considerations in choosing between
the various duties of life therefore aoAand
especially between thoseabode dutiesdutiefl inill
which the passionspaes lons may be enlisted it
tois to the interest of batter day
to decide upon the relative importance
of each in the light of all the
gence offordaffordeded them by a knowknowledgeisop
ot the plan devised for our eternal ex
tationallation L A

AS TO THE CHOIR

SALT LAKE CITY
april

the trip of the tabernacle t
california is now a thing of the
and will go down in history as one ofrf
the most pleasant and interest
periods in the lives of those who
went along no doubt the readersreader of61

the NEWS have boardbeard from day to day
of the progress of the choir and per-
haps would like to know more of 06
details hence I1 shall try to give a
brief resume of the events of the jour-
ney it is to be understood that the
trip waswaa in no sense intended to be one
for moneymakingmoney making but as anaim outing
for pleasure

too nucleus of the sum for the ex
penea of the trip was the five hundred
dollarsdollar won at the eisteddfod by tbthe
mixed chorus added to thisthie wasfasththe
money raised by the concerts given BOab
that with the receipts from the COB

corts on the road the choir will come
out about even

the start was made from the ft QG
W depot on monday morning atA 8
o the morning being a rainy ake
and rather inauspicious if signs gargo
anything the run to ogden ws4

made without event here we were
joined by the contingent of agdisogil
friends and after a lowfew manutes stop
were tafairlyirly on our way the rain tto
abedlowed us fitfully altall doday but being
housed in the elegant Ppullmanujim u coache0
with which Wwee were furnished ire did
not care for it the handsh akings andd
reunion of friends abu the generalollie
good feeling that prevailed took up ailau I1

our attention
monday night we made a great

scramble for berths and were soon safe-
ly tuckedtacked away and some of us snoring
as peacefully as if at home butbat along
towards morning the trouble began to
brew and the roll of the train began to
produce seasickness among some
of the passengers during all the next
day this was more or less irkin eeidenoe
the motion of the train and the
change of altitude all had something to-
do with it no doubt As we got into
the mountains the rain turned to snow
and we seemed to be back into the
midst of winter but fta few hours I altoride


