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OBEDIENCE AND FREE AGENCY

Every trath is related to every other.
The most gloricus ptinciples of tbe
Gospel, therefore, ought lo have an
applieation o the eimplest dutles of
lite.

The diequieting times through
whioh tve are paesing oall for consid-
eration in the light of all the Intellf-
gencs the Lord has bestowed upoa ue,
tbat we may give Lo each duty ite
proper weight and propertion. Tt is
not, then, in snch » case, out of order
to take our present bearinga from the
higheet point of vantage ground we
can reach.

We commence - wilh a quotation
from the Prophet Joseph Bmith:

[ am going to tell you bhow QGod
came Lo be God, * * You bave got
to learn how to be Gods youraelves
# % The mind or Intelligenoe which
man posserses 18 co-equmsl with God
Himselt, * #* Thele never was &
time when there were Do spirite; for
they are co-egual with oar Father in
heaven, ¥ * (God pever had the
power Lo create the spirit of man at
all. * #* The firet prinociples ol man
are sell-existent with God. God Him-
sell, finding He wae in Lbe midset of
spirits and glory, because He was more
intelligent, saw proper Lo inetitate
luws whereby the rest oould have a
privilege to advance like Himaelf, The
relationehip we bave with God places
us in aeituation to sdvance in knowl-
edge. He has pawer to institute Iaws
to insiructthe weaker Intelligeuces,
thet they may be exalted with Him-
pelf,*?

From the foregoing we learn, among
otber things, that tnere was & Llue
when we uid notknow of the plau of
salvativn; that wben this plan waa
presenied to us we accepted of its pro-
vielons, und that we are now in the
course of development under those
provieions with & olearly definea ob-
jeot in view. The agreement with
which we entered upon Lhe exeountion
of these purpoees is sel out in the Pearl
of Great Price, where we also get &
confirmation of the testlmopy of the
Prophet Joseph Bmith, The Lora
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4] came down in the begloning In
tbe midset of all the intellligences thou
‘hast seen.?”

Abraham continoes:

©Now the Lord had showp unto me,
Abraham, the Intellicencesfihal were
otgunized before the world was; and
amoug all thess there were many ol
the noble anu greal ones; apd God
‘aaw these svuls that they were good,
aod He stood lu the midst of them,sna
He said, Toe:e will [ make my rolers;
for He stood among those that were
spirits, and He saw thal they were
good; snd He said unto me, Abraham,
thou art one of them, thon was chosen
before thou waet born.** '

The system had been laid beiore
these spirite, they had received an out-
Jine of the conree of development pro-
vided for, and bhad entered lnto sn
agreemeut on their purt as indicated
by the following language:

wand there stood oue among them
that was like unte God, and He saju
unto tbose wbo were with Him, We
will go down, for there ia space tnere,
apd we wlil take of tbese materials
and we will make an earth whereon

&

these may dwell; and we will prove
them bherewith, to see if they will o
all things whatscever the Liord tbeir
(od shall command them; and they
who keep tbeir first estaie shall be ad-
ded upon; and they who keep not their
tiret estate shall not have glory in the
same kingdom with those wlho keep
their firet estate; and they who keep
their second eslale shall have glory
added upon their heade for sver ana
ever, !

The agreement on our paft, then,
upon undertaking to advance {n the
aonle of intellizence aooording to these
laws which bad been instituted, anu
by the obeervence of which God Liad
become (30d, was obediemoe to whai-
ever the Lord should command us.
And this ie true not only of the Lat-
ler-day Balute, but of all the sons and
daughters of Adam; not that all shel)
be cpounted unwortby who do not obey
the fullness of the Qoepel, for ail bave
not been given tbe Jight,but obedience
to the light tbey bave received, or
will receive, is the criterion by
which all will be iudged. In
the nature of the case this ocould
oot be otherwise. Obedience §s the
one premise npon whioh all our hopes
for future happiness and exaltation de-
pende,

Nor does the Lord fall to enlighten
us a8 10 His part of the contract. In
addition to the promises implied fin
the words last ynoted, the Lord saye,
as recorded in the Doctrine and Cove-
nente:

“All they who receive this Priest.
hood receivelh me, saith the Liord; for
he that receiveth my servants receiveth
me; and he that iegeiveth me re-
veivelh my Falher; and he that re-
ceiveth my Father receiveth my
Fatber’s kingdom; therefore all Lhat
wy Falher hath suall be given unto
him; and this is according to the oath
and covenant which ‘belongeth to the
Priestbaood,”*

Here we have the unndertaking of
each of tbe contraoting parties Lo the
origina! sgreement. On condition of
obedi¢ence on our part to whalever He
ehall command us, the Lord is bvund
by s covenent, ‘*which He canuot
break,?” to give us a fullness of His
glory.

There is, however, anolher Jmport-
ant element of progress. In order to

‘receive the benetits of obedience, the

candidate must enjoy through all the
couree of bis deveiopmenf, perfegt
liberty of actiom, The relation of free
sgency to tbe Gospel plan is set out In
the tollowing extract 1ITom the Pearl of
Great Price.

ssAand I, the Lord God, spoke unto
Moeee, Baying, That Batan, whom thon
hast commenyed In the name of mine
Only Begotten, ia the same which was
from tbe baginning, and Le ocame be-
tore e saying, Behold I, send me, 1
will be thy eon, and I willi redeem =all
mapkind, that one soul shall not be
lost, and surely 1 will do §t; wherelore
give me thine hooor, Bui, behold, my
beloved Boo, which was my beloved
and chosen from the beginning, saja
unto me, Fatber,'I'hy will be done,anu
the glory be Thine forever, W herefore,
becaunss that Batan rebelled agajnst
me, and sought Lo uesirny the agenoy
of man, which I, the Lord God, had
given him, and nlso that I ehould give
uato bhim mine own power, by the
power of mine Only Begotten; I caused

that he shounld be cast down, and}he be-
came Batan.”’

The agéncy of man must therefore
be held inviolate, not, however, 88
somethingabove every other conaldein-
tion, but simply ae an acoompaniment
of tne highest possible development
through obedience.

Now, it is a matler of common ex-
pefienve that, in riding on a railway
train, one may fix the attentionon
any particular spot o steadily a8 1O
give lhesurrounding country the ap-
pearance of revoiving around that
poiut; and so by the cuntinued study of
any obe principle of truth, one may
ocome Lo look upon it ae being of impor-
tance out of all proportion to related
considerations. in choosing between
the various duties of life, therefore,and
especially between those duties iD
which the parsions may be enlisted, it
fa to the Interest of Latter-day Saints
to decide upon the relative importance
of each in tbe )ight of all the intelli-
gence offorded tbem by a knowledge
of the plao devised lor our elerpal ex=
altation. L, A. WILSON.

AS TO THE CHOIR.

Barr Lage CiTy,
A prll 24, 1856.

The trip of the Tabernagle ohoirlo
Californla Is now a thing of the pasl
and will go down in history as ogne of
the most pleceant and ipteresting
peripdes in the lives of those wbo
went along. No adoubt the readers of
the NEwS have heard irom day to day
of the progress ¢f the cholr and pef-
haps would like to kpow more of the
aetaile, hence L[ shall try to give &
brief resume of the evente of Lbe jouf-
pey. It is to be undersiood Lhatthe
trip wae In Lo sense intended to be oD@
for money-maklng, but as ap outing
for pleasure.

Toe vucleus of the sum for the eX-
penses of the trlp was the five hyndred
dollars won st the Eisteddrod by the
mixed chorus,. Added to this wae the
money raleed by the concerts given, 80
that with the receipls Irom the con-
certs on the road the choir will come
outabout even.

The start was made from tbe R. G.
W. depot on DMonday morning at &
o’¢lock, the morning beiny s rajny one
and rather inauspicoious If elgns go fof
apyihing. The run to QOgden Was
made without event. Here we were
jolped by the contlngent of Qgden
friends and after a lew minutes’ BlOP
were fairly oo our way. The raln {0l
jowed ue fitfully all day, but belng
houeed in the elegaut Pujlman coache
with whicb we were furnished we did
nnt care for it. The handshakings aod
rennion of friends aud the general
good feeling that prevalled took up alt
our attention,

Monday night we made n great
spramble for berthe aud were soon eafe-
ly tucked away and some of us snofing
as peacefully as if at bome. But along
towarde morning the tronble began to
brew and the roll of the irain began o
produce seasloknees among some
uf the passengers. During all the next
day this was more or less 1n evidence,
The motion of the train and the
change of altilude all haa gomething to
do with i, no donbt. Aw we got into
the mountains the rain turned {o snow
and we geemed L0 be back Into the
midet of winter, but 8 few hours’ ride




