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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

and the {aith that has entered into my
heart. | am either advancing with that
spirit in my heart, or | am retrogading
until I throw overboard everything 1
have done and deny the faith. Thisis
the situation, as I understand it, though
men do not believe it altogether. But
my experience of nearly 6fty years
teaches me that | am either advancing
toward my Father and toward His sal

vation, or | am retracing ihe steps that
I have made. [ am not standing still
There is no such thing in this Church.
We are either in the light or in the dark-
ness. When the sum setsin the west,
gradually darkness steals upon us irons
the east until we are enveloped with it.
The sun has not deseried the earth; but
it has gone from us. While it is setting
to us it is rising tosomebody in another
part of the earth. But when our minds
heconie dark, how great is that darkness!
I bave seen darkness steal over the
minds of persons, and yet some of them
will say they never felt hetter in the
Church in their lives. Dissect the lile
of such an individual. 1 say to him,
“You never felt better in your lite in the
Church?* "No.” Do you pay your
tithing, brother?”’ *‘Oh? no, | have
stopped that.”” ‘Do you pray in your
family?”’ *'No, | do not pray inmy
family.”’ “Do you attend to your se-
crét prayers?” “No ™ ~ “And never
felt better in your life?”” "“No, never
felt petter.”” “Now, | know from my
experience that a man canoot feel well
in the Gospel unless he attends to these
things. How do you feel toward the
Presidency of the Church? How do you
feel toward the Twelve? How do you
feel toward the Presidescy of the Stake?
How do you fec]l toward your Bishop?
How do you feel toward your teachers?
How are you toward your neighbor?”
“Well, I don’t consider anybody around
here £t to associate with, and resliy 1
am not very comfortahle in the presence
of the President of the Stake.’” “What
is the matter? Do youdifier with him?"
““Yes, he don’t preach the right kind of
doctrine to suit me—but I never felt bet-
ter in the Church in my !ife.”” Now, as
strange as this may seem, a man said
that to mie practically not more than
three weeks ago. That mantold me he
was not domng the things I bave men.
tioned, and yet he said he never[elt bet-
ter in his life. Isthat encouraging the
Spirit of God in his heart that will jus-
tify him before his Maker? [ say, no; he
will never be justified by the Spirit ot
God while he lives in tbat darkness that
he has seemed Lo allow himsel to get
into. | know the spirit by which he
said be never feit beiter in his Lfe. 1
have seenit; and 1t is a snare and a de-
lusion. Butl try to love my neighbor
as myseil, | have sought earnestly, in
prayer and fasting, for the Spirit of the
Lord; but | teel sametimes_like I am so
poor 1n spirit and so weak in determma-
tton, and as il when I would do good
evil is present with me, that if the Lord
did not help me [ would fall forever.
What is that kind of spirit in a mau? It
is the spirit tnat prompted the publican
when he said, "God be mniercilul unto
me a sinner;”’  while the Pharisee, in
the pride of his heart, thanked God that
he was not as other men. It is the bum

ble, iowly spitit that winsint is Church.
Men may bold tbeir heads as high as
they please; men may be arrogany, full
ol vanity and ot lies; men may be wealthy
and rige in fine carriages; but if the
spirit of humility is not there, then the
Spirit of God does pot reign there. It

will not do for me, atter having received
the ordinances of the Church, to see how
little of the Spirit of God I can get along
with and still be held in fellowship. I
a man cultivates a bad spirit, it will, like
the measles, come out oty hini socner or
later, and he will show his true colors.
But we who have entered into covenant
and have determined in our hearts to
serve the Lord, are justilied by the Spirit
if it 1s in our possession, and we keep it
there, determined that no act ol ours
shall grieve that tender plant whicn may
he just springing into life within us, or it
may bave been there for .many years,
until it becomes a fixed inbabitant of
the heart and never leaves the creature
to wander from his Maker. | know
that by experience. This Spirit must be
in men and women like a well of water
springing up unto everlasting life. It
must shine through their eyes and be
manifest in every act, because it must
l.ecome paramount to all other spirits,
if they would serve God with undivided
hearts.

Il these things abcund in us, then are
we servants and bandmaidens of the
Lord, and by the biood we are sanctifi-
ed. I cannot but thini of that sacrifice
that was made for me. Christ came on
the earth to offer himsell up as a sacn
fice. He knew the agony He would
bhave to endure; He knew the terrible
death that was to be inflicted upon Him;
yet He oflered himselt up. For whom?
For himself? No: for every man and
woman, no matter what their color or
their pationality. He died for all men.
When I reflect upon His innocent blood
that was shed for me, and koow that
thus far In my life I have conformed to
His will and served Him 1o the best of
my ability. according to the light [ bave
had, (the time was when I did not have
miuch) I am not at this day going to lose
that Spirit and allow itto get beyond
my grasp, if God will help me to keep
it within my breast. | cannot do with-
outit. I was writing a letter the other
day, in which 1 stated that I was staying
with President Woodruff; not that I be
lieved my presence was necessary for
his welfare, but I could pot do without
him. » | capnot live without the Priest-
hood, because I cannot have the spirit
in me that will guide me in the things
that pertain to the knowledge that my
leader receives. It never comes to me;
it comes to my leader. The comfort
that is necessary for the creature and fur
my family, that spint is in me constant-
Iy, if I live for it; but that which is be:
yond my jurisdiction and rule must
come to my leader and be given to me
by the mouthpiece of God. Those are
the facts n the case. We talk about
baving the spirit within us to guide us,
and it is an absolute necessity that we
do have it; but | tell you there wil) noth
ing come tothe body of this Church
only as it passes down from the Almighty
through His organized Priesthood. [
cannot { reak oft bv myseli and become
a law unto myself; but | can have ali the
revelation that is necded to guide me
and my family individually, *“We are
told that Christ will come and appear in
the eyes of all. Do vou mot suppose
that His Priesthood -will inform the
Latter-day Saints when He shall appear
and at least give us lime todress. |
think we will have plenty cf time to tut
our shoes on. The Latter-day Sain's
that are living according to tbe light and
inteliigence of the Spirit ot God, will
have time to put on the wedding gar-
ment, and they will not go out naked

into His presence, nor will He take
them unawares, True, the day nor the
hour no man knoweth; but the Latter-
day Saints, through the channel of the
Priesihood, shall know all that is neces-
sary for their salvation. God gave him-
self for us, to bring us into the position
where this obedience and this justifica-
von might be wholly-cfficacious in our
behalf. It could not be without it. One
is not perlect without the other, any
more than this body is perfect without
ail ils members. All these thingsare
given expressly for a perfect unity in the
heart of the creature; and beside that,
man is given his agency that he may
receive them from the liberal hand of
God or reject them. Itis within my
province to reject all these things, if I
desire to do so. But I have notthe re-
sult of that agency; thatis heyond my
control. My heart is given me, and it
beats without any volition on my part.

God has removed that from me Butit
is 1here for a wise purpose. Itisthere
to receive the Spirit of God. 1am here

to acknowledge the goodness of God

and His sacrifice, with ail the power that
| have, lam here with my agencyto
benefit by the innocent blood tnat was
shed for the transgression of Adam,
which placed me again in the presence
of my Fatber. The blood has sanclified
this people, and I know it. Tknow that

the prophets and apostles and sants,
that have passed bebind the veil look
upon this people, and they say, '‘What
more could God do tfor you than He has
done??” There is no love that surpasseth
that love which causesa man tolay
down his life tor his Iriend, and God has
done that. Our Elder Brother has given
his life, and His blood sanctifieth us to
our eternal salvation in the kingdom of
God, This is what bas been done for
this people. What shall we do with the
blessings that we have already received?
Will we from this time forth keep the
commandmeni? Will we be justified by
the Spirit? Will we be sanctified by the
blood? Will we say in our hearts, **With
the help of God, I will honor that which
nmy Falher has given me; I will honor
my brothers anCFsist(-rs; I will seek to
love my neighbor as myseli; | will seek
to do good unto all men, and 1 will not
allow tge passions which men exhibit in
the world 10 take possession of me and
cause me to grieve the spirit, that I may
stand justified before God when He
comes to make up His jewels?” God
bless you. Amen.

Writien for this Paper.

TRIP OF A MISSIONARY.

Maxrion, 11, Dec. 16, 1895.

It is not long since you heard irom
this part and | almost fear to write lest
I intrude upon your valuable space
allotted better to others Bul, as I have
some new leatures ol experience to re-
late, perhaps a few items may be at least
endurable. ’

By the Fkindly desire ot David R.
Roberts, who was honorably released
from a most faithlul two years’ mission
in this conlerence, on December 151, to
return to his home in Logan, Utah, [
accompanied him as far as St. Louis,
Missouri, where he took great interest
in introducing me to his relatives and
friends. I s«hould state that a pumber of
them live on the east side of the river,
and as far south as Birkners and Bell-
ville, Illinois, we also visited, and were
roceived and treated very kind and .cor-



