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and the faith that has entered into my
heart I1 am either advancing with that
spirit in my heart or I1 am retrograding
until I1 throw overboard everything I1
have done aidabd deny the faith this is
the situation as I1 understand it though
men do not believe it altogether but
my experience of nearly fifty years
teaches me that I1 am either advancing
toward my father and toward his sal

or I1 am retracing the steps that
I1 have made I1 am not standing still
theretheres is no such thing in this church
we are either in the light or in the dark-
ness when the sun sets in the west
gradually darkness steals upon us iromfrom
the east until we are enveloped with it
the sun has not deserted the earth but
it has gone from us while it is setting
to us itit is rising to somebody in another
partrt1 of the earth but when our mindsccobecomeme dark how great is that darkness
I1 have seen darkness steal over the
minds of persons and yet some of them
will say they never felt better in the
church in their lives dissect the life
of such an individual I1 say to him

you never felt better in your life in the
church no do you pay your
tithing brother ohob no I1 have
stopped that do you pray in your
family no I1 do not pray in my
family do you attend to your se-
cretcret prayers no and never
felt better in your life no never
felt oetter 11 now I1 know from my
experience that a man cannot feel well
in the gospel unless he attends to these
things how do y ou leelfeel toward the
presidency of the church how do you
feel toward the twelve how do you
feel toward the presidency of the stake
how do you feel toward your bishop
how do you feel toward your teachers
how are you toward your neighbor
well I1 dont consider anybody around

here fit to associate with and really I1
am not very comfortable in the presence
of the president of the stake what
is the matter do you differ with himhemf

yes he dont preach the right kind of
doctrine to suit me but I1 never felt bet-
ter in the church in my life now as
strange as this may seem a man said
that to me practically not more than
three weeks ago that man told me he
was not doing the things I1 have men-
tioned and yet he said he never felt bet-
ter in his life Is that encouraging the
spirit of god in his heart that will jus-
tify him before his adser I1 say no he
will never be justified by the spirit otof
god while he lives in that darkness that
he has seemed to allow himself to get
into I1 know the spirit by which he
said he never felt better in his life I1
have seen it and it is a snare and a de-
lusion but I1 try to love my neighbor
as myself I1 have sought earnestly in
prayer and fasting for the spirit of the
lord but I1 feel sometimes like I1 am so
poor in spirit and so weak in determina-
tion and as if when I1 would do good
evil is presentp withith me that if the lordtwdid not help mee I1 would fall forever
what is that kind of spirit in a mau it
is the spirit tuatthat promptedpromptedthethe publican
when he said god be merciful unto

the pharisee inme a sinner while
the pride of his heart thanked god that
he was not as other men it is the hum
ble lowly spirit that wins in t is church
men may hold their heads as high as
they please men may be arrogantarr full
otof vanity and of lies men may be wealthy
and ride in fine carriages but if the
spirit of humility is not there then the
spirit of god does not reign there it

will not do for roeme alterafter having received
the ordinances of the church to see how
little of the spirit of god I1 can get along
with and still be held in fellowship if
a roanman cultivates a bad spirit it will like
the measles come out on him sooner or
later and he will show his true colors
but we who have entered into covenant
and have determined in our hearts to
serve the lord are justified by the spirit
if it is in our possession and we keep it
there determined that no act otof ours
shall grieve that tender plant which may
be just springing into life within us or it
may have been there for irany years
until it becomes a fixed inhabitant of
the heart and never leaves the creature
to wander from his maker I1 know
that by experience this spirit must be
in men and women like a well of water
springing up unto everlasting life it
must shine through their eyes and be
manifest in every act because it must
Ilecomeacome paramount to all other spirits
if they would serve god with undivided
hearts

if these things abound in us then are
we servants and handmaidenshand maidens of the
lord and by the blood we are sanctifi-
ed I1 cannot but think of that sacrifice
that was made for me christ came on
the earth to offer himself up as a
fice he knew the agony he would
have to endure he knew the terrible
death that was to be inflicted upon him
yet he offered himself up for whom
for himself no for every man and
woman no matter what their color or
their nationality he died for all menmein
when I1 reflect upon his innocent blood
that was shed for me and know that
thus far in my life I1 have conformed to
his will and served him to the best of
my ability according to the light I1 have
had the time was when I1 did not have
mucmuch I1 am not at this day going to lose
that spirit and allow it to get beyond
my grasp if god will help me to keep
it within my breast I1 cannot do with-
out it I1 was writing a letter the other
day in which I1 stated that I1 was staying
with president woodruff not that I1 be
lieveld my presence was necessary for
his welfare but I1 could not do without
him I1 cannot live without the priest-
hood because I1 cannot have the spirit
in me that will guide me in the things
that pertain to the knowledge that my
leader receives it never comes to me
it comes to my leader the comfort
that is necessary for the creature and furfor
my family that spirit is in me constant-
ly if I1 live for it but that which is be-
yond my jurisdiction and rule must
come to my leader and be givenghen to me
by the mouthpiece of god those are
theahe facts in the case we talk aboutaboaf
having the spirit within us to guide us
and it is an absolute necessity that we
do have it but I1 tell you there will noth
ing come to the body of this church
only as it passes down from the almighty
through his organized priesthood I1
cancannotnott reak off bybv myself and become
a law unto myself but I1 can have all the
revelation that is needed to guide me
and my family individually we are
told that christ will come and appear in
the eyes of all do you not suppose
that his priesthood willvill inform the
latter day saints when he shall appear
and at least give us timelime to dress I1
think we will have plenty ofcf time to outdut
our shoes on the latter day saintssains
that are living according to the light and
intelligence of the spirit olof god will
have time to put on the wedding gar-
ment and they will not go out naked

into his presence nor will he take
them unawares true the day nor the
hour no man kno but the latter
day saints through the channel of the
priesthood shall know all that is neces-
sary for their salvation god gave him
sellself for us to bring us into the position
where this obedience and this justifica-
tion might be wholly efficacious in our
behalf it could not be without it one
is not perfect without the other any
more than this body is perfect without
atail1 its members all these things are
given expressly for a perfect unity in the
heart of the creacreature and beside that
man is given his agency that he may
receivereceive anem from the liberal hand otof
god or reject them it is within my
province to reject all these things if I1
desire to do so but I1 have not the re
sultsuit otof that agency that is beyond my
control my heart is given me and it
beats without any volition on my part
god has removed that from me but it
is there for a wise purpose it is there
to receive the spirit of god I1 am here
to acknowledge the goodness of god
and his sacrifice with all the power that
I1 have I1 am here with my agency to
benefit by the innocent blood enat was
shed for the transgressiontransgression of adam
which placed me again in the presence
of my father the blood has sanctified
this people and I1 know it I1 know that
the prophets and apostles and saints
that have passed behind the veil look
upon this people and they say what
more could god do bior you than he has
done there is no love that surp asseth
that love which causes a man to lay
down his life for his friend and god has
done that our elder brother has given
his life and his blood us to
our eternal salvation in the kingdom of
god this is what has been done for
tathisis people what shall we do with the
bblessingsle sings that we have already received
will we from this time forth keep the
commandment will we be justified by
the spirit will we be sanctified by the
blood will we say in our hearts with
the help of god I1 wiltwill honor that which
my father has given me I1 willill honor
my brothers and sisters I1 will seek to
love my neighbor as myself I1 will seek
to do good unto all men and I1 will not
allow the passions which men exhibit in
the world to take possession of me and
cause me to grieve the spirit that I1 may
stand justified before god when he
comes to make up his jewels god
bless you amen

written torfor this paper
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it is not long since you heard iromfrom
this part and I1 almost fear to write lest
I1 intrude upon your valuable space
allotted better to others but as I1 have
omeiomei new features of experience to re-
late perhaps a few items may be at least
endurable

by the kindly desire of david R
roberts who was honorably released
from a most faithful two years mission
in this conference on december to
return to his home in logan utah I1
accompanied him as far as st louis
missouri where he took great interest
in introducing me to his relatives and
friends I1 should state thatthai a number of
them live on the east side of the river
and as far south as birknessBirkners and bell-
ville illinois we also visited and were
rreceived and treated very kind andhorand cor


