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LETTER 11II
ST JOHN kaneao

september
the saintssaint and elders were gather-

ing to st job a prior to the arrival of
eldereider andrew kimball and party
from utah elders wm D bowring
and alvinalvan A beesley navehave been re
leasedleaned from their former field to travel
in the nownew conference they hadbad
been joinedvoided by brosbroe P H margettsmargette
sodnd A N wallace and all were on
their way to our future fieldbold of labor
arriving at hutchinson kansas we
were struck with the simil larity be-
tween this little city and home for on
eachab sideaide of the streets a row of shade
treestes could be seenbeen foror miles the

are alsoado wide and improved
presenting a pleasing appearance to
visitors

on entering the train at 1010 pm
bound for st johnjobP WOwe were agreeably
surprised to find our utah party on the
gameame car after a yearsycats separation

from our friends it waswaa a pleasure to
oake bands with someome one justjuat from

zion A ride of two hours brought usua
to our destination where brosbro iboa
and coolbear awaited our arrival
the party went immediately to our
nownew house of worshipworehip which stands soaa
a monument to the untiring efforts of
elderselder lyon Coolcoolbearboar davis and Aacr
derson it Isia on a beautiful of
land overlooking all stafford county

for many days the hospitable people
of st john had been awaiting our or
rival go0o brother Coolcoolbearboar hadbad onno diffi-
culty finding accommodations for
thirty tired and weary missionaries
ou the afternoon of0 saturday sept
fth we heldbeld a meeting
many institution were given and

made and Felderaaders ANAM wallaceWalla of
D W coolbear and A H davitdavis re
leaded to return home it wallwaa
that hereafter there will be no presid-
ing eldereider here but elder W D
beweng will act as secretary and aai
ellitarit presidentpreal dent of the missionmiBaion

at 8 Dp m a general meeting of the
church members was holdheld there
were on the stand eighteen elders
from utah besides elders edward
stevenson and A kimball and four
loael elders

sunday morning sept jtb the
elders and friends of st john num-
bering about met and under the
direedirectiontion of brother kimball organ-
ized a sabbath school friebwith officers
and teachers an informal meeting
was gone through with and service
was closed till 2 pm

long before the appointed hour tbabee
house was crowded to its utmost capac-
ity more chata were brought from
the adjoining guildingbuilding so that by 2
pm it was estimated that fully
had comecome to witness the dedicatory
services

elder coolbear called the assembly
to ordetorder and the choir consisting of
thirty three voices assistedas isted by prof
kasekaae cornet eider P H margettsmargette
violinist and ewerelder henry Kirkbirkmansmans
organist sang the hymn this
hoase we dedicate to thee

The opening prayer waswaa by J C
lyonliyon the choir rendered for the
strength of the hillsbills we bless thee

brother coolbear was the first
speaker he told of the erection of the

house ana of his work in connection
with elderseldera lyon davitdavis and Aaider

alsoalao gave an account of money
received and which
amounted to 1686 he closed by
thanking the people of st john for
their many setsacts of kindnesskindneaa to himself
and followfellow laborers

A mandolin and guitar selection
followed by brothers byron
and alvin beesleybeerley

eldereider andrew kimball then arose
and offered a dedicatory prayer

although the hall waswaa packed al
mostmoat to suffocation perfect order waswae
maintained throughout and a heartfelt

amen waswaa detected from many not
of our faith

ob my father thou that dael
lost waswa mung by elderselden samuel and
henry kirkman P H margettemargetta J
M fullmer audand alvin A beesleyBeeeley

elder stevenson then spoke and the
citizensci of st joun were promised rich

and that they would never
regret the assistanceaaitanoe rendered

A violin solobolo by elder P H
margette followed and was appreciated
by all

eldereider kimball spoke of the success
by elderseldera lyonlyod coolbear

dvdavis and andersonAn denon and the saints
and their friendsfriende in st john and said
kansas would yet grow to be a great
mormon commonwealthcommonwealcommon wealthtb itif the citi-
zens of kansas would continue in their
good work pprosperityrity would be
showeredabow ered upon them the words of
theme prophet would be tulfulfilledfilled regard-
ing this land

the choir sangaang praise to the manmad pl

etc and benediction was pronounced
by eldereider A H davis

although our beautiful little meet-
ing house hashag the largest seatingfloating
capacity of any in the city of st john
it was found to be inadequate for the
crowds that gathered at night to learn
more of the latter day saintsbatata owing
to this the enterprising citizensci pro-
cured the large pavilionspavilion which hasbag a
Piheatingesting capacity of sevenven hundred
people for us to hold our evening
sessionbealon in
at 8 p mw elder goo W baker of

stbt john welcomed the people pre
vigue to brother stevensonSteve neon comcommenc-
ing

meno
hlahis subject immediately after

the musical exercisesexercise the valuable and
interesting charts belonging to elder
stevensonSte venoa were produced and a more
instructive lecture or interested audi-
ence would be hard to find anywhere
for fully two hourshoura blabig bearers were
holdheld spellbound drinking in every
word he uttered regarding that import-
ant subject the book olof kormod
many regretted hisbla having to stopatop be-
fore finishing but owing to the atolate
hour hebe announced tiehe would british
thehe following evening in thehe someame hall
once more the good people of stbt

john stepped forth and selected from
one to four of our party to accompany
themhem home where they could partake

of a refreshing sleep before our next
daydaysJs gathering

at a m monday the musical
sound of the great bell warned oilall of
the approaching hour for our morning
sessionelon by pealing forth its notes to

the Inhinhabitantsabitanta of the city numbering
about one thousand goals

outour morning services were devoted
to the bearing of testimonies by the
following elderselden J M fullmerPu llmer jJ
cknightMKM knightnight P H margettsmargetta charlescharlea
solomon and alvin A bewleybeesley

elder kimball followed giving an
interesting account of hisbi personal ex
perleperio noeanees in the indian territory miss-
ionlon in 1884 and 18861888
after appropriate singinghinging elderjohn A eardley dismissed
immediately after the dotingclosing of wethe

morningsmor ninga session our partyparly were
happily thrown in contact with more
of the olof our friendsfriendi
A loleatnumo leot numbernumberofof vehicles were
at our disposal with guides who drove
usui to all the principal pointspoint of in-
terest and through their immenseimmen
fields of corn whose cropscrop are second
to none in the world during the
drive they were soBO impressedimp reseed with the
subject of irrigation practiced soao suo
tearfullyoeaRcoss fully in utah that brothersbrothen
stevenson and kimballKlEH ball were urged to
remain a day longer thanman they expect-
ed and devote au evening to emigra-
tion to utah and thehe advantagesAdvant agea of
irrigation OP

promptlyProm at 2 p m brother J 0lyon president of the kansas con-
ference called the meeting to order
hisbis wife daughter of thetha plenpioneeror
wm H foster of ahthe0 seventh wawardad
bait lake city at the

singing prayer by elder W A
Braibrabdon of st john singing

eldereider heber GC andersonandersen gave some
of his experiences as traveling eldereider
in the cherokeeClie conference

elder A H davis who hadbad been
honorablybonor ably releareleased to return home im-
mediately after conference addressed
the people on the apostasy

elder J C lyon spoke briefly on
abe first principlesprinciple of the gospel fol-
lowed by eldereider evan evanson whowas on his way for hisbig second mission
he spoke very interestingly of hisbia first
mission

brother george bakirbaker sr was
pleased beyond expression for the op-
portunityportunityalty of meeting with the elderselder
and saints of hisbia own faith blotner
baker was formerly a member of the

church beinie led to this
section orof country by their leader
many yean ago but has sincebince united
in connection with hisbia family with our
people

singing prayer by elder alvin AbeesleyBeeiley
by 8 pm the large pavilion

was comfortablycomfor taly seatedboated with expectant
listenersliitenen eager to hearbear more of outour doodoc
trine after the usual exercisesexorcises of
singing and prayer brother A H

davis preBiding eldereider stevenson
dwelt torfor a halt hour on the subject of
the previous night vix the divinity
of the book of mormon and calling of
the prophet joseph smith

eldereider andrew kimball followed on
the origin of man and hlahis destinydeetiny

at the close of the aedress our
chorus sangbang the spirit of god like a
fire isin burning and prayer was of-fered by william E newman

tuesday morning septsepi 10 waswaa
selectedelected anai an appropriate time for a11

meeting to be held under the auspicesauspice
of the seventies it was conducted byelder goo W baker after the mu-
sical exercises brother stevenson gave
valuable advice to the seventies just
entering in their nownew avocation rel-
ated the experience habe bad had withwmwin bickertonBiokenon while abstat st johnjobo mr

to have the authoritynecessary to further god Is work given
him by the lord through sidney big-
don


