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YOL. 1X.

THE TRUTH DOTH NEVER DIE.

Though Kingdonis, States and Empires fall,
And dynasties decay;

Though cities crumble into dusty
And nations die away;

Though gorgeous lowers and palaces
In heaps of ruins lie, .

Which once were proudest of the proud,
The Truth doth never die!

We'll mourn not o'er the silent past;
Its glories are not fled,
Although its men of high renown
Be numbered with the dead.
We’ll grieve not o’er what earth has lest,
It cannot claim a sigh;
For the wrong alone hath perished—
The Truth do*h never dle!

All of the Past is living still—
All that is good and true;

The rest hath perished, and it did
Deserve to perish, too,

The world rolls ever round and round,
And time rolls ever by;

And the wrong Is ever rooted up,
But the Teuth doth never die!
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FREEDOM.

BY R. H. BACON,

———

0. what ig freedom? say, is that man free,
Who wears no shackles on his outward frame,
And knows no lord his weary toll to clalm,

Or force obeisance on the bended knee,

Who yet s bound with bosom slavery,
And dares not in the face of men to name

His thonghts and feelings, lest they bring him
shame?

Call him not freel *tis cruel mockery?

Let him only the name of freeman wear,
Who heralds forth the truth with curbless tongue,
Who stagds erect his rellow-men among,

Awd scorns the goward®s abject name to bear
His. napse with that of heroes shall be sung,

And, equal, he will deathless glory share.

REMARKS

v President BRIGHAM YOUNG, Tabernacle,
p.-m. of Sunday, July 31, 1559,

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.
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Br. Kimball has borne his testimony to the
truth of the work in which we are engaged, he
has exhorted you to faithfuluess and presented
practical morality. For your satisfaction I
will present some of my views concerning the
kingdom of God and leave the subject for
others to elaborate.

Erroueous traditions and the powers of dark-
neas have such sway over mankind that, when
we speak of a theocracy on the earth, the peo-
ple. are [rightened. The government of the
lloly Catholie church, from which all the Pro-
testant churcbes are off.hoots, ia professedly
theocratic, though it is directly opposed to the
theocracy described in the Biole.

But few, if any, understand what a theo-
cratic- government is. In every seuse of the
word, it is a republican government and differs
but little in form from our National, State and
Territorial governments; but its subjects will
recognige the will and dicta ion of the Almighty.
The kingdom of God circumseribes and com-
prebends the maunicipal laws for the people in
their outward gavernment,to which pertain the
gospel covenants, by which the people can be
savedyaud those eovenants pertain to fellow-
ship and faithfulness.

Ihe gospel covenants are for those who be-
lieve and obey;. municipal laws aie for both
gaint und sinuer.

The Gonstitution and laws of the United
States resemble a theocracy more closely than
any government now on the earth, or that ever
has been, sofar as we know,except the govern-
ment of the children of lsrael $o the time when
they elected a king.

All governments are more or less under the
control of the Almighty and, in their forms,
haye sprurg from the laws that he hasfrom
tige to time given to man. Those laws, in
passing from generation to generation, have
been more or less. adulterated, and the result
has been the various forms of government now
in forece among the nations;for, as the Prophet
says of lsrael, “They have transgressed the
laws, changed the ordinances and broken the
everiasting covenant.”’

Whoever lives to see the kingdom of God
fully established upon the earth wil) see a gov-
ernment that will protect every person in his
rights. If that government was now reigning
tipon this.land of Joseph, you would see the
Roman Catholie, the Greek Cathalie, the Epis-
copalian, the Presbyterian, the Methodist, the
Baptist, the Quaker, the Shaker, the Hindoo,
the Mahomedan and every class of worshippers
most strictly protected in all their municipal
ri%htn and in the privilege of worshipping who,
what and when they pleased, not infringing
upon the rights of otbers. Does. auy candid
person in his sound judgment desire any greater

liberty?
protected and pre-

-

The Lord has thus far
served the human family under their various
forms and administrations of government, not-
withstanding their wickeduess, and is still pre-
serving them, but if the kingdom of God or a
theocratic government was established on the

‘not infringe in the least upor the rights of any
 person, neither could they without ceasing to

‘ceive the kingdom of God in its fullness, as

law, says Jehovah, is pure; it is the law by

 fringe upon our agency.

=arth, many practices now prevalent would be
abolished. |

One community would not be permitted to
array itself in opposition to another to coerce
them to their standard; one denomination
would not be suffered to persecute another be-
cause they differed in religious belief and mode
of worship. Every one would be fully protect-
ed in the enjoyment of all religious and social
rights, and no state, no government, no com-
munity, no person would have the privile%e of
infringing on the rights of another; one chris-
tian community would not rise up and perse-~
cute another,

I will here remark that we are generally
looked upon as a dangerous people, and for the
reason that there are thousands and millions of
people who are afraid that justice will be meted
out to them; and they say, to use scripture
language, that, “if the Saints are let alone,
they will take away our place and nation and
will measure to us what we have measured to
thew.” They conclude thus because they es-
timate others by themselves, realizing that, if
they had the power to deprive us of our rights,
they would exercise it. “We will judge you,
Latter Day Saints, by ourselves, If we had
the power to destroy yon, we would do it, and
we are afraid that if you are let alone, you
will bave the power to destroy us and will do
as we would under like cireumstances.” [If
this peoole had that power to-day, they would

e Daiots.
When the Saints of the Most High are estab-
lished upon the earth and are prepared to re-

foretold by the Prophet Daniel, they will have
power to proiect themselves and all the sons
and daughters of Adam in their rights. Then,
when a person or community says I do not
want to believe your religion, they will enjoy
liberty to believe as they please as fully as we
shall.

The Creator has given agency to every son
and daughter of Adam and He does not in-
We are at liberty to
believe in Him audin His Son Jesus Christ, or
to let it alone.

When the kingdom of God is established,
we can believe in the principles of the Eter-
nal Priesthood or in something else, and be
equally protected in our outward rights. My

which the worlds aire made and by which all
things are. Those laws tend to exaltation and
power, but the world is observing laws that
tend to death. You have the privilege of be-
lieving and practising a law that will bring to
an en., if you wish—not only to the first death,
but also to the second, ¢

Jesus hags taught us not to fear those wicked
persons that are seeking our lives. Do not
fear those whoonly bave power to destroy the
body and afier that can barm you no more; but
fear God and observe the laws he has given
and will give that evil spirits may have no
power over you after the body is left to rest,

This body must die; it is 8o decreed by the
Almighty; “for dust thou art, and unto dust
thou =Balt return?? and it matters little wheth-
er you die to-day or to-morrow. Do not fear
the wicked, but fear Hiin who has power to
destroy both soul and body. Tne man that
pursues principles thot tend to death, resigns
hiwself unto death, and no power can hinder
it.

People are afraid of ‘Mormonism,’ as they
call it. They are afraid of the gospel of sal-
vation and say that we have somethirg that
others have not; that we have an almighty in-
fluence and that influence is a mystery. Cer-
tainly that influence is a mystery to all men;
it is a mystery tous. | have not time now to
explain to you the reasons why it is a mystery.

When the doetrine of salvation was first
preached to me and the vision of my mind was
opened, I undertook to fathom the depth of the
gospel plan, but I could not. 1 was familiar
with the doctrines taught by the various chris-
tian denominations and could easily compre-
bend them, but I soon learned that I could not
fathom the full extent of the doctrine of salva-
tion as revealed in our day through the Proph-
et Joaeph, for I discerned that it was incom-
prehensible in its extent, It was soon sug-
gested to me, which of all the doctrines do
you now say is the most godlike—that which
you canscomprehend and fathom-—that which
you can measure, or that which you cannot?—
That which I cannot.

To @inite capacity there is much which ap-
pears mysteiious in the plan of salvation and
there is an eternity of mystery to be unfolded
to us; and when we have lived millions of
years in the presence of God and angels and
have associated with heavenly beings, will we
then cease learning? No, or etennity ceases.
There iano end. We go from grace to grace,
from light to light, from truth to truth. But L
do not want to follow that thread any further
at present.

It isrecorded in the Bible that in the last
days the God of beaven will set up a kingdom.
Will that kingdom destroy the human family?
No, it will save every person that will and can
be saved:s The doctrines of the Savior reveal
and place the believers in possession of princi-.
ples whereby Saviors wilrcumu upon lirhut
Zion to save the house of Esau, which is the
gentile nations, from sin and death;all except

L™

 slept thousanda of years.

| branches to that government as there now

those who have sinned against the Holy Ghost.
Men and women will enter into the temples of
God and be, in comparison, pillars there, and
officiate year after year for those who have
The doctrine of the
christian world, which I have already said I
was familiar with, sends themto hell irretriev-
ably, which to me is the height of folly. They
do not understand what the Lord is doing nor
what he purposes to do.

It is alleged and reiterated that we do not
love the institutions of our couniry. I say and
have so said for many years, that the Consti-
tution and laws of the United States combine
the best form of government in force upon the
earth; but does it follow that each officer of
the government administers with justice? No,
for it is well known throughout our nation
that very many of our public officers are as
degraded, debased, corrupt and regardless of
right as men well can be,

I repeat that the Constitution, laws and in-
stitutions of our government are as good as
can be, with the intelligence now possessed by
the pecple; but they, as also the laws of other
nations, are too often administered in unright-
eousness, and we do not and can not love and
respect the acts of the administrators of our
laws, unless they act justly in their offices.

Jebovah bas decreed and plainly foretold
the establishment of his kingdom upon this
earth, and it will prove to be a shield to the
ordinances of his bouse, in the endowments
and in all the gifts and graces of the Spirit of
God with whbich the Priestbood, so to speak,
is clothed. The municipal laws of that king-
dom are designed for the protection of all
classes of people in their legitimate rights,

and were it now in it8 fullress upon the earth |
and the New Jerusalem built upon this conti- |
nent, which is the land of Zion, the Latter
Day Saints would not alone enjoy its blessings,
but all denominations and communities would
be alike protected in their rights, whether
they worshipped, the Supreme Author of our
existence, or the sun, or the moon, or, as do |
some of our aborigines, a white dog; and none
will be permitted to infringe upon their neigh-
bors, though every knee shall bow, and every |
tongue confess that Jesus ig the Christ. The
Hindoos would bhave the privilege of erecting
their temples and of worshipping as they
pleased, but they would not be permitted to
compel other worshippers to conform to their
mode of worship nor to burn their companions |
upon the funeral pile; for that would interfere |
with inoividual rights. |

The kingdom of God will be extended over
the earth, and it is written, “I will make
\Line oflicers peace, and thine exactors right-
eousness.” Is that day ever coming? It is,
and the doctrine we preach leads to that point.
Even now the form of the government of the |
United States differs but little from that of the
kingdom of God,

In our government a president is elected for
four years and can be re-elected but once;
thus limiting the time of any one person to but
elight years at most. Would it not be bhetter |
to extend that period during life, or good be-
havior and, when the people have elected the
best man to that office, continue him in it as
long as he will serve them?

Would it not be better for the States to
elect their Governors upon the eame principle |
and, if they officiated unjustly, hurl them from
office? Lf a good man is thus elected and con-
tinues to do his duty, he will keep in advance
of the people; and. if be does not, he does not
maguify bis office. Such is the kingdom of |
God, in comparison,

When the best man is elected president, let |
him select the best men he can find for his
counsgelors or cahinet, and let all the officers
within the province of the Chief Magistrate to
appoint, be selected upon the same principle,
to officiate wisely in different parts of the na-
tion. Qur Father in heaven does not visit
every place in person to guide and administer
the law to the people and to do this, that and
the other; he never did nor never will; but he
has officers whom bhe sends when and where
he pleages, giving to them their credentials |
and missions as does our government to our
fellow men here.

Seme would have us believe that God is
present everywhere. It is not so. He is no,
more everywhere present in person than the
Father and Son are one in person. The Bible
teaches that doctrine precisely as it is.

The kingdom that the Almighty will set up
in the latter days will bave its officers and
thoae officers will be peace. Every man that
officiates in a public capacity will be filled
with the Spirit of God, with the light of God,
with the power of God and will understand
right from wrong, truth from error, light from |
darkness, that which tends to life and that
which tends to death. They will say, “We
offer you life; will you receive it?”? “No,” some
will say. “Then you are at perfect liberty
to choose death; the Lord does not, neither will
we control you in the least in the exercise of
zu.ur agency. Wae place the principles of life

efore you; do as you pleage and we will pro-
tect, you in your rights, though you will learn
that the system you have chosen to follow
brings you to dissolution-=to being resolved to
native element.””

When the government of God is in force up-

' spiritually and

on the earth there will be many officers and

are to thut of the United States. There will
be such helps, governments, &c., as the people
require in their several capacities and eircum-
stances, for the Lord will not administer
everywhere in pergon.

The world seem to be afraid of the power of
God, or rather, as I observed not long sinee,
afraid that we are not in poesession of it.
They need not borrow trouble upon that point,
for if we are not what we profess to be, we
shall certainly fail, and they will no longer be
disturbed about **Mormonism.”” Br. Kimball
said that his friends at first limited the ex-
istence of this work to one year and, when the
year passed, they extended the time to two
years; they then put it off five years, and 1 do
not know what time they have now fixed upon.

I know that the kingdom of God isin its
youth upon this earth, and that the principles
of life and salvation are freely proffered to the
people all over the world.

Our elders go from east to west, from nerth
to south, and they almost invariably go with-
out purse or serip.

hen Mr. Greeley was here,he was anxious
to learn what salaries our missionaries receiv-
ed and what salary this and that officer in the
church received.

I told him that our missionaries received
what the people gave them after they went
from here. Afew have started from here with
money to pay their passage across the gea,that
they might not be delayed in reaching their
point of destination.

He then asked me whether I did not receive
a salary.

I replied, no, my friend, I can truly say to
you that I do not have the value of a cabbage
head from the Tithing Office,unless I pay for it.

“WkLat!” said he, **do you not have pay for
your gervices? You devote all your time.”

I remarked that ] should count myself a poor
hand to dictate this people and hold the po-
sition I occupy in the providence of God unless
I was capable of maintaining myself and fami-

' ly without assistance from the church, though

I bave had a great deal given to me by the
merobers of the church. The Lord has bles-
sed me with ability to provide for my wants
and those of my tamily; and if he has not
blessed all the Elders with like ability to sus-
tain themselves, we will assist them when
necessary; but we pay no salaries to our Elders
and Bishops. My salary copsists. of the pro-
vidences of God while I live, and eternal life
when I faithfully finish this probation.

When the kingdom of God is established
upon the earth, people will find it_to be very
difterent from what they now imagine. Will
it be in the least degree tyrannical and oppres-
give towards any human being? No, it will
not; for such is not the kingdom of God.
® 1 believe in a true Republican Theocraey
and also in a true Democratic Theocracy, as
the term Democratic is now used;. for they
are to me, in their present use, convertible
terms.
¢ What do I understand by a theocratic gov-
ernment? Oune in which all Jaws are enacted
and executed in righteousness and whose offi-
cers possess that power which Eruceed.eth from
the Almighty, That is the kind of goverq-
ment [ allude to when I speak of a Theocratic
goverrment, or the kinguom of God upon the
earth; it is, in short, the eternal powers of the
Gods.

What do the world understand theocraey to
be? A poor, rotten government of man that
would say without the shadow of provocation
or just cause, *“Cut tbat man’s head off; put
that one on the rack; arrest another and retain
bim in unlawful and urjost duress wlile you

. plunder his property and pollute his wife and

daughters; massacre here and there.” The
Lord Almighty does nothing of that kind,
neither does any man who is controlled by His
Spirnt.

Again, the theocracy I speak of ia the
power of the Holy Ghost within you -— that
living and eternal principle that we do not
possess in the fullness that we are seeking.—
When we talk about heavenly things and see
the world groveling in their sin and misery,and
loving inignity and corruption, the heavens
weep over the people and still they will not in-
fringe upon their rights. God has created
them so far perfectly independent as to be able
to choose death or life,and he will not infringe
upon thia right.

And then to see people running after this
and that which is calculated to deatroy them
temporally-—to bring upon
them the firat death and then the second, so
that they will be as though they had not been
—i8 enough to make the heavens weep,

When bis kingdom is established upon the
earth and Zion built up the Lord will send his
servants as saviors upon Mount Zion. The ger-
vants of God who have lived on the earth in
ages rant will reveal where different persons
have lived who have died without the goapel,
give their names, and say, “now go forth ye
servants of God and exercige your rights and
privileges; go and perform the ordinances of
the house of God for those who have past their
probation without the law,and for all who will
receive any kind of salvation; bring them up
to inberit the €eleatial, Terrestrial, and Teles-
tial kingdoms,” and probably many other
kingdoma net mentioned in the Scriptures, for
every person will receive according to his ca-

[Continued on Page 184,



