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not all as goond as they should be, and
that there 18 a lack of system in.ither
the construction or malotenance of
highways is patnfully apparent. The
thing to be done, therefore, is (o ex-
pend less money in theorizing and
circulating documents aod more in
work of a useful character. A
bureau in every state and terri-
tory having thie subject in hand
aod being charged with the full re-
sponsibility of i, would amount to
very much more than an executive
department at Washlnyton whose oc-
cupants might or might not knoow
something of the matter committed to
them and Wwho, under any circum-
stances, would run go largely to red
tape .and gold seals that Jittle good
would be acecompiished. If ever there
wae anything strictly praotical in
thie life—a thing in which nefither
romance, theory, poetry nor the fine
arts could find a lodgment any where—
thot thing ie a western wagon road.
And yet the consequence of such roads
has pever been fully comprehended.
They are not only the avant-coutiers

of the steei-clad highwaye
in the fronotier districts, thus
constituting  for the time the

only channels of teavel and commerge,
but they continue to be used afier the
railway has paraileled and crossed and
burrowed under them. Besldes, it is
not always deslrable to travel by rail,
even when weoan do so. Let ug by
all means lock to our roads.

—

BAPTISM NOT CIRCUMCISION.

In the brigf narrative of the child-
hood of our Bavior, ns given by Luke,
it Is stated that *when elght days were
accomplished for the clrcumcising of
the child, his name was called Jesus,
which wae B0 pamed by the angel.”?
This text generally furnishes the Pedo-
baptists of the Christinn world with an
apparently strong argument in favor
of the doctrine o! infant eprink-

ling. 1t 18 customary io many
piaces to preach on this subject
oo New Year’s day, particularly
where speakers deem it necessary to
endeavor to refute thowe who believe
in the seriptural doctrine of baptisin.
The idea conveyed by them Is that us
Jesus was circumectsed when eight
daye old, so infante cught {o be bap-
tized, because ba) tism has by the Lord
been jpstituted as a substitute for ithe
Mosaic rite.

Ia tbis 80? A comparison of the two
ordinances io the light of the Serip-
tures will be a sufficient answer to the
guestion.

Circumeirion in the old dispensation
w> B given a3 a token of God’s covenant
with Abrabam, ‘[t shall be a token
of the covenant betwixt me and you,”’
is the signification glven to It when
first Instituted, It marked the de-
scendants of Abrabam and reminded
them of the promises given to their
great progenitor, promises that extenu-
ed to his descendants for all time.

it wao suflicient to apply ihis ordi-
nancetothemalechildrer pince the men
according to the law of the a cienis
were the representatives of the people.
The coven»nt made was not one with
every individual of the people separ-
ately, but with the people as 8 whole.

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

The covenant made with Abraham,
and of which citcumecision was the
token, contained chiefly two condi-
tions, Abraham promired for himself
and descendants to abstain from idola-
try: to acknowledge only God as God;
and the Lord promised to give the
couniry of Canaan as an everlasting
possessjon to Abrham and his de-
scendants, The covenant was there-
fore of & pational character chicfly.
It dealt with Lhe establishment of a
certain form of government—theoc-
racy—amonyg the Jews and it gave
‘them, if willing to accept tbis form of
government, a beautiful country.

In all these respects there is & w de
difference between baptism and cir-
cumeision. Indeed, the dissimilarities
are more numercus &nd more essential
than the points of similarity.

Baptism i3 notanordinance whereby
one nation s to be distinguished from
another. Bo far as it is an outward
sign, it is n token ol a coveeant be-
tween the Almighty and each indi-
vidual persom., 1t is therefore md-
ministered to men and women alike,
to living and dead, the latter by proxy.

The covensnt which it typifies la,
briefly stated, this: the person baptized
promiees tolive a new lile according
to the laws of the Guepel aer given by
(God and exemplified by Jesus, while
God promises to forgive all past trans-
greseions and provide the means of
reaching eternal exaltation, “He
that believeth and is baptized ehall be
wuved.” “We are buried with bhim
{Christ) by baptism into deatb; that
like as Christ waa raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Faiber, even
80 we ajgo should walk in pDew ness ol
life.?” Anpyone who will reflect oo the
meaning of these Scripture statements
will easily perceive how impossible jt
would he to say the sanme of the Old
Testament ordicance. The two have
almost nothing common in signitea-
tion.

But we happen fo know still more
positively tuat the A postolle Chbureh,
the members of which were favored
with the presence of inspired teachers,
did oot look upou baptism as a sub-
stitute for citcumeision. Very early
the gquestion arose whether it would
be neceesary to command the Gentile
cunverts to be circumcised previous to
baptiem. Certuin Christian mission-
aries, converted Jews, taught that it
was and caused some dissenslon Among
the digclples. Finally it was decided
to settle the matter in a general confer-
ence, which was held at Jerusalem.
There was much dispute about the
matter, but the declsion of the assem-
bly was that no other *‘burden’’ from
the Mosaic law should be laid upon the
Gentile converts than to ubstatn from
Yimeats offered idols, and frem blood,
and from things strangled, and from
fornication.??

Now, the qgunestion is this: If
the first Apostlea and Elders had
telleved as  modern Pedobap-

tiste do, that baptism had come instead
of the Mosaic ordinance, why did they
not say so at that conference and
thereby end the dispute? It would"
bave been the most forcitle argument
they could have hrought up,ss itis
todny among infant sprinkiere. But
peither Paul nor Peter nor any of the
other sprakets at the conference, if the

record in Acts xv is reliable, knew
anything about thie modern theory, a

———

aure proof that it 1sof later origin thap
the A postolic age,

But by the historian of the frgt
Church we are further told that Pgy]
when he desired to bring a converted
Greek, Timothy, with him on hig
mission among the Jows, be circum.
cised him, although he was Biready
baptized usnd bad goud reputation
amung the brelhren in Derbe apg
Lyestra, This is again a sure progf
that the Mosaic ordinance was npot
consideredl abolished on the groung
tbut baptism bhas come in its stead
The fact is that the Jewish converts
continued to keep the Moagig
law as long ‘ms they could, while
they accorded to their Gentile
brethren the liberty given t¢ them, by
the decision of the first general cog.
ference. When the Jewish nation hag
been scattered ln all directions, Jewish
infiuence on the affairs of the Churgh
naturally ceased and with it the jm.
portance of the Mosaic ordinances,

Pedo-baptism as practiced by syme
Christians today has therefore not the
slightest foundation in the Moeaio law
nor in any other inspired Beriptures,
itis one of the proofs o! the divipe
mission of Joseph Bmith, the Prophet
that he perceived the full truth aog.
cerning the ordinancep! haptism apg

‘that he dared to proclaim it, notwith.

standing all opporiiion. Had be beep
an impustor, he would have taught a
doctrine to please men, He was pot,
He preached the fruth, no matter what
the world thonght thereof,

VON MOLTKE'S BOOK.

Choice selections from the late Coppt
Voo Moltke’s review of the Frango.
German war appear now and then ip
the press of the countty. The lgp.
guage In which these extracts are
couched is devold of reduudancy, cir-
cumlocution or apparent labor, epgh
sentence belng simply worded, strajght
as An arrow and destifute of obsauri-
ties or amhiguities; while the dra-
matic manner io which many of the
more stirring eituations is told—ngta-
bly the charge and recharge of
tbe French at Bedso—and the
color and vividness Imparted to
all his word-paintings, go to show
that the count’s literary gualifieatiogs
were abreast of bhis military skill, his
place being well to the fore in elther,

The recollection of thht brief byt
bloody and crushing contest will goon
through and down the generations of
France while memory remains the
warderof the brain. Not because it wan |
a defeat altogether. Not because ft
was inflicted by the hereditary enemy
who formerly went down all but ip-
gloriously before the triumphant
eagles ; but becauae, through
treachery, incompetency nand lack of
preparation the Germans were glven
a0 almost unobstructed turnpike over
Freoch bodiee to Paris, and then ex-
acted from the prosirate foe indemnity
B0 vast, 8o far - reaching and
eo (apparently) impossible to raise,
that it looked like, ax it was douhtless
intended to be, an enfeebling blow
whose eflect would uwot be worn off
during the generntlon st least. Fhis
treatment, added to the forcible taking
away of Alsace and lorraine, will




