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not all asan good anaa they should be and
that there is a lack of system in 4 ither
the construction or maintenance of
highways is painfully apparent the
thing to be done therefore Is tolo ex-
pend

ex-
pand less money in theorizing and
circulating documents and more in
work of a useful character A
bureau in every state and terri-
tory having this subject in handband
and bebeingng charged with the full re-
sponsibility of it would amount to
very much more than an executive
department at washington whose oc-
cupants might or might not know
something of the matter committed to
them and who under any circum-
stances would run so largely to red
tape andau d gold seals that little good
would be accomplished if ever there
was anything strictly practical in
this life a thing in which neither
romance theory poetry nor the fine
arts could find a lodgment anywhereadv where
that thing is a western wagon road
and yet the consequence of such roads
has never been fully comprehended
they are not only the avant couriers
of the steel clad highways
in the frontier districts thus
constituting for the time the
only channels of travel and commerce
but they continue to be used after the
railway has paralleled and crossed and
burrowed under them besides it is
not always desirable to travel by rail
even when becanwe can do so let us by
all means look to our roads

BAPTISM NOT circumcision
in the brief narrative of the child

hood of our savior as given by luke
it toIs stated that when eight days were
accomplished for the circumcising of
the child hisbis name was called jesus
which was soeo named by the angel
this text generally furnishes the
baptists of the christian world with an
apparently strong argument in favor
of the doctrine of infant sprink-
ling it Is customary in many
places to preach on this subject
on new years day particularly
where speakers deem it necessary to
endeavor to refute those who believe
in the scriptural doctrine of baptism
the idea conveyed by them is that as
jesus was circumcised when eight
days old so infantainfant ought to be bap-
tized because baptism has by the lord
been instituted asan a substitute for the
mosaic rite

laIs this so A comparison of the two
ordinances in the light of the scrip-
tures will be a sufficient answer to thehe
question

circumcision in the old dispensation
abs given as a token of godgodsIs covenant
with abraham ttit shall be a token
of the covenant betwixt me and you Y 1

tois the signification given to it when
first instituted it marked the de-
scendantsants of abraham and reminded
them of the promises given to their
great progenitor promises that extend-
ed to his descendants for all time

it was sufficient to apply this ordi-
nance to the male children since the men
according to the law of the a cleats
were the representatives of the people
the covencovenantnt made was not one with
every individual of the people separ-
ately but with the people as a whole

the covenant made with abraham
and of which circumcision was the
token contained chiefly two condi-
tions abraham promised for himself
and descendants to abstain from idola-
try to acknowledge only god as god
and the lord promised to give the
country of canaan as an everlasting
possession to abraamabr ham and his de-
scendantsants the covenant was there-
forefornofof a national character chiefly
it dealt with the establishment of a
certain form of government theoc-
racy among the jews and it gavecave
them if willing to accept this form of
government a beautiful country

I1 in all these respects there is a w de
difference between baptism and cir-
cumcision indeed the dissimilarities
are more numerous and more essential
than the points of similarity

baptism is ordinance whereby
one nation is to be distinguished from
another sobo far as it is an outward
sign it Jsis a token of a covenant be-
tween the almighty and each indi-
vidual person it is therefore ad-
ministered tomento men and women alike
to living and dead the latter by proxy

the covenant which it typifies is
briefly stated this the person baptized
promises to live a new life according
to the laws of the gospel asae given by
god and exemplified by jesus while
god promises to forgive all past trans-
gressionsgres and provide the means of
reaching eternal exaltation he
that believethbeli eveth and is baptized shall be
saved we are buried with him
christ by baptism into death that

like as christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the father even
so we also should walk in newness olof
life anyone who will reflect orton the
meaning of these scripture statements
will easily perceive how impossible it
would be to say the same orof the old
testament ordinance the two have
almost nothing common in significa-
tion

but we happen to know still more
positively that the apostolic church
the members of which were favored
with the presence of inspired teachers
did not look upon baptism as a sub-
stitute for circumcision very early
the question arose whether it would
be necessary to command the gentile
converts to be circumcised previous to
babaptismprism certain christian mission-
aries converted jews taught that it
was and caused some dissension among
the disciples finally it was decided
to settle the matter in a general confer
ence which was held at jerusalem
there was much dispute about the
matter but the decision of the assem-
bly was that no other burden from
the mosaic law should be laid upon the
gentile converts than to abstain from

meats offered idols and from blood
and from things strangled and from
fornication JIN

now the question is this itif
the first apostles and elders had
believed as modern
tista do that baptism had come instead
of the mosaic ordinance why did they
not say so at that conference and
thereby end the dispute it

been the most forcforcibleitle argument
they could have brought up aej it in
today among infant sprinklerslers but
neither paul nor peter nor any of the
other speakers at the conference if the
record in acts xv is reliable knew
anything about this modern theory a

sureeure proof that it lais of later origin thchaa
thehe apostolic age
but by the historian of the firstchurch we are further told that paul

when he desired to bring a convertedoon
greek timothy with him on hisbig
mission among the jews he giroua
cased him although hebe was already
baptized and hadbad good reputation
among the brethren in derbe awav
lystra this is again a sure proof
that the mosaic ordinance was ntconsidered abolished on the ground
that baptism has come in itsIte steadsteno
the fact is that the jewish oon vertoverlacontinued to keep the mosato
law as longas they could whilethey accorded to their gentile
brethren the liberty given to them bybfthe decision of the first general con
ference when the jewish nation had
been scattered in all directions jewish
influence on the affairs of the church
naturally ceased and with it the im-portance of the mosaic ordinances

baptism as practiced by sosomea
christians todtodayaylisshas therefore not methe
slightest foundation in the mosaic law
nor in any other inspired scriptural
it tois one of the proofs ot0 the divine
mission of joseph smith the prophetProp helk
that he perceived the full truth con-cerning the ordinance of baptism andthat hebe dared to proclaim it notwith-
standing all opposition had he bekbeau
an impostor he would have taught a
doctrine to please men he was nothe preached the truth no matter what
the world thought thereof
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choice selections from the late count
von moltkeMolt kes review of the
german war appear now and then laili
the press of the country the lan4guage in which thesetheae extracts a0
couched tois devoid of redundancy OW

cum locution or apparent labor eoa
sentence being simply worded 4as an arrow and destitute of hobsek
ties or ambiguities abile the adviadv
matio manner in which many of failatt
more stirring situations tois told nota-
bly the charge and recharge of
the french at sedan and thehe
color and vividness I1impartedm parted to
all his word paintings go to show
that thehe countscounta literary qualifications0
were abreast of his military skill hlaftplace being well to the fore in elthora

the recollection of that brief but
bloody and crushing contest will go oj
through and down the generationsgeneration 1ofIfrance while memory remains we
warde the brain not because it w
a defeat altogether not because itft
was inflicted by the hereditary enenenemyq
who formerly went down allail but teju
gloriously before the triumphtriumphantagg
eagles but because through
treachery incompetency and lack jtil
preparation the germans were alvikan almost unobstructed turnpike ovanovt
french bodies to paris and then ap
acted from the prostrate foe indemnity
so vast as89 far reaching and
roco apparently impossibleimpostble to ral
that it looked like as it was doubt
intended to be an enfeebling blow
whose effect would not be worn aw
during the generation at lesalleast tollthis
treatment added to the forcible takie
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