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term of years. It would Le diffloult to

gay what individuals contributed to

thatbalance. And as some donated

large amounts and others but trifies, it

would acarcely be juat to distribute it
ratd.

Nothing more equitable, simple and
in aceordance with the law has been
propoeed than the plan offered by coun-
gel for the Chureb. It not only secures
the funds to the body that actually
owns them, but their use, in a lawful
manner, and for-purposes the nearest
alike to those originally intended. The
apirit of the article in the Amerjoan s
eminently just nnd rational,

#MORMON" HOSTILITY TO EDUCATION

NOTWITHSTANDING the proofs that
have been given of the falaily of the
wide-spread stories ahout *Mormoun'’
opposition to education, they still ob.
tain credence, and editors who ought to
be better informed repeat them as news
and comment on them as facts, We
are inolined to think that these un.
truths are eirculated for a purpose by
some of the teachers who aresent herg
from the East and who are detailed for
work in remote rural districts,

This used to be quite cummon both
among denominational tenchers and
.seciarian preachers, Lately the latter
have been a little more careful in tell.
ing their tales of woe, because of the
statistical information which has been
pub]ished and the general spread or
intelligence ou Utah aftairs. But
every now and again we see afticles Jn
eastern  papers eomething like the
following, which weolip from a Michl.
gan journal and which lead to the con-
glugion that some of those missionary
teacherd are resorting to the old
taotics. The Grand Raplds Herald
rRYB:

The Now West teachers have endured
.every lg .ominy and %ersecution at the
hands of the Mormeon bishops.  Isolated

from the world, in little mountain ham-

lets, they have been ostracised by the
community, nnd even retused the neces-
pities of Iife. But they have bravely
held their own and already mec the field
ripening for the harvest, and education,
through thelr instrumentality, has done
mote to remove tha fetters of ignorance
than the United States laws or tho divine
travelntions’ of Mormon Saints.”

The kindnesp whvich has been shown
to these people, even though they have
endeavored in many Instances to mis-
represent to children the faith ot
their, tathers, has been such as would
inspire with gratitude any person pos-
sessing true manhood or womanhood.
I1n spreading such reports they show
their unfitness to be entrusted with the
care of youth, and their real ¢character
ought to be exposed to the publie.

In a recent communication by a Den-

~.suspi}clon, and would atonce he stamped
L

ver woman tu the Kepublican of that
city, we find such stufl’ as thie:

“The city is too recently emancipnted
from Moermon rule for progressive educa-
tional movements to mnake rapid head-
wny, The leaders in such movemeunts
have to contend with obstacles quite in-
comprehansible to those unacquainted
with the peculiar conditions of society
here, There are one or two private kin-
dergartons nnder Genlile management,
but they are far Hfrom crowded. As to
such institutions among the Saints tham-
selves, while many a Mormon could easily
equipa fair-sized kKindergarten with pupile
from his own househeld, and the streets
are filled with swarms of flithy, ignorant
and neglected children, fow fainilies would
be allowed to avail themselves of the
blessings of a kindergarten. To have lts
children taught to think is the last thing,
Mormonism desires. From the earliest es-
tablishment of the Church in Utab ils
rulers have preached against educsation,
more especially sohools. Bishop Taylor
once deciared in a public leciure they
were ‘‘destrugtive to the best interests of
a community!” One of Brigham Young's
well-known edicts was ‘There shall not
be a free school within the borders of the
Saintly Kingdom.'

“Education would lead to enlighten-
ment, and ignorance and superstition
are the corner-stones of Mormonism.
When, directly contrary to the doctrine
he forced upen his flock, Brigham sout
sevaral of his own sons Eaat to be cdu-
cated, his followers werae astounded and
shocked, and jt necessitated a ‘speclal
revelation to satisfy them it was ‘the
Lord’s will,! Of course ycara of Gentile
influenge has phanged all that, nnd
schooels abound in Utah; still, incredible
a8 it mny seem, no!two years have
elapsed since thig organization of ithe first
public school in Salt Lake City! And
any attempt to slevate and instruet by
kindergarten methods, the flock of ignor-
ant litile children amoni the Mormons
would be viewed with bitter, insuliing

out,

Perhaps the best comment that could
be made on this mess of misrepresenta-
tion is contained in these lines, from
the same communication:

] am indebted to thes courtesy of
Judge Goodwin of the Tyibune offico for
the delightful drive about the ocity and
the adjacent points of infereat.” .

“T wasaccompanicd by — ofthe T'ri-
Lune,a native of Utah, whose explanations
and description of incldents and scenen of
by-gone days added grea'ly to my enjoy-
ment of the drive,”

It is from guch sources that these
fulse ideas of Utah and the attitude of
the “Mormons?*? townrd edneation sre
often obtained. Ifthe writer hadtakea
the trouble to inquire, she might have
learned that the first Kinde -
garten in this region wam estab
fished for ‘“Mormon” chiliren by
& ‘“Morm¢n®”  lady, & German
whois still reslding here nnd engaged |
in educational work. Also that Brig-
nam Young did more fur the cause of
education, financlally and otherwlse,
than any dozen Tribune defamels have
done or are likely to do If they should
live a thousand years.

Onefunny paragraph from this cor-
respondence we will reproduce, to
show how ajmple some smart and edu-

cated people are, In believing- and re-
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same time furnishing evidence of their
own deception. After describing the
denpe ignorance of the'*Mormoue,’? she
says:

**The olass of musjc ofton heard in these
litlle adobe cots, nestled down among
their shrubbery, is a perpetnal surprise
to visitors, Fine voices abound,

ianista are overywhere, and the most

ifficult selections from classical music

are often rendered by those whose ap-
pearance would indicate nothing hut
ignorance and dirt. Awmoeng the better
class of Moermons is a mandolin club
componsed of sixty young girls, under the
lendershl;}m of Misa Ella Olsen, 8 youn
adv of Danieh descent, of wondarfu
musical tnlent and the purest type of
blonde beauty.

“The recout visit of tha Goeological As-
sociation is still fresh in tho minds of
Denver people. While 1n Salt Lake Clty
a grand concert in their honer wag givén
in the Tabernacle, and the Young Ladies’
Maudolin club rendered several numbers
with such effect as to cause the staid old
German savants to hecome wildly on-
thusiastic, cheering and applauding like
schooiboys.”

Does it not seem that even very little
reflectinn would have shown this writer
the contradiction of what she wae told
of “*Mormon®’ Ignorance by what
she experienced of **Mormon’’ knowl-
edge of *difficult classical music?’?
People come here expecting to hear
pecullar stories about the ‘*Mormons,*?
and when they find such escorts as at-
tended the Denver writer they are
stuffed with them to their hearts’
conlent.

There were puhlio schools in Utah
before the alleged *‘Judge’ or any of

his attaches ever breathed the ailr
of Utah. And truthful people who
learn of the labors of the

enrly settlers in the cause of educatlon,
have only words of praise for what was
done under the ¢circumstances that sur-
rounded the people in those rude times.
Utah has alwnys been a friend to
sducation nnd tbe “*Mormons’® have
1lways promoted it,and have often met
with their most formidable obstacles in
the form of ant!-*Mormon® opposition
both to the bullding of school edifices
and the establishment of free educa-
tion.

The journaliste of the United Btates
ought by this time toknow something
for themeelves on this matter, and
cease to retail these upsound and
mildewed chestnuts about **Mormon®’
nontili*y to education.

————

GROWTH OF LAWLESSNESS AND VICE

THe assault made by the Emperor
of Germany upon the horrible vices
that flourish nnd fester in his gountry
Is winning favor for him nmong the
morally disposed people of the civil.
ized world. The action of the young
monarch is 8 8ad reflection upon the

legal executive machinery of the Em-

peating what they heur and at the:



