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Jesus has laid down the doctrine that we
are not toreturn wrong for wrong, oor
do evil for evil; and iurthermore, we are
not merely to do good for good. Even
the publican and the sinmers do that.
Ol course, this is goo 1 as far as it goes,
and it i3 the prevalent idea in the world.
If a man does good 10 me 1 will do good
to him; if he befriend me, I will befriend
him. =iill, though he does good to
me, vet | am very careful to watch his
motives, and to see that not only does
he not get the advantage of me, but i
possible that I might get advantage of
him. What isthere in the prevailing
principies of the world to prevemt a
man irum doing this? Why, oot only do
the pubican and sinner so, but the
Saints do sc—at least some who proless
to be Saints. Though we have had faith,
though we have repented of our sios,
(a1 least, in name) thougn we have been
bapuized lor the remission of uur sips,
ana have had hands laid upun us for the
gitt of the Holy Ghost, I am surry to say
that mauy of us do not appear to have
rogtessed but litlle iar.her than toat.
E\le Dave not grown a great deal abuve
the lathers. We have uot even advanc-
ed yery much irom the condition they
were in before (hey kuew anyihing
about this Gospeland Priestbood. Even
now, with the gift of the Holy Ghost o
our possession, with the rigut and pri-
vilege ol revelation from God, with all
the increased signt within vur reacn, witn
all the plaiuness of insiruct:on aod coun-
sel tual bas been and 18 continually be-
ing given to us, we Sstill are raveling in
tbe ruts ol the fathers to a very great
exteut, and we are oot makiug the
prugiess ihatmen and wonien ought 1o
make whu proless to have received a
remission of their sins by tue 1noter
ovsiion of the power of God, and the
ﬁluly Ghost by 1he laying un of hanus.
Why, Lless your soul, | have been nsten-
ing tu things within tne ast twenty-lour
houis tnat have tainy made my bair
siand on ends—and it was told in the
uimoust siacerily and Canuwor.  We near
taik about some men ohce prolessing ty
be Lutter-day Sainls, cngaging in sieal
ing LBesr Deighpbor’s cattie, siealing their
ne ghbur’s wagons, steal.ng their neign-
bui’s hawness, and, fur anghtl knuw,
steallng  their meighbur s chickens.
Ch.ck«n thieves, cattle tnieves, harness
thieves, thieves of every description, so
to speak, dwelbng 1n the cunumunity,
shielved and protecteu by Kinureu ana
friends! Apnd yet thry uve, and move,
anu have their being asiree and as inde
pendeut as their hube t ueighbor, s
it possible that such a condiuoun as this
Can eXlst 10 a communiy like this? A
commumty of Elders,Pricst> and l'cacn-
ers, High Pricsis and Seveuties? Can
such a thing Le and tne people sit down
anu fuld tocir arms,saying ‘4 atde mure
sleep and a iittle more siumber?” Ir |
hved 1na commuuity wuere 1 had any
jufluence or puwer, and was couvinced
tnat thieyes and robbers aud bundits
existeu there, | would not swep gouu
untl I had put on foot au orgawzation
ol bunorable apd honest men wbe
would lerret out tne mieves and prosc-
cute them to tne bitter £nd, and puta
siop to suco a conditiun of tnings it
exi518. The poud meb a.d wummen 1na
contmunity that witl quietly setde down
by tueir nresides, knuwinyg Wat the peo-
prie were being plunuercd Dy thieves,auu
do notuing to uproot the evillrum the
lund, are iu part guilty witn tbhe tmeves.
“hey shouid not cedse 4 woment uutil
every thief was hunied out and his true

character brought into the light of day
to be seen of ali men, or until he should
be punished according tothe law of his
offcase, that sin and iniguity shall be
put a stop to ino this region. The man
wlio shields the guilty one, because he
is his neighbor or his brother, from just
punishment under the law 1s carrying
the docirine of love tor his neighbor tou
far. Did you ever hear of Jesus asking
men to shield the wicked in their wick

edness, to shicld even their brother and
nuriure him inthe continuance of sin?
Did Christ ever promulgate such a
doctrine as this? No, He did not. The
doctrine that was taught by Christ was
that the evil-doer must repent of his evil
doings, he must turn away from his
wickedness. The man that shields the
wrong-doer, or that sympathizes with
his wrong-doing, is guilty of wrong him-
seli. God does not look upon sin with
any degree of allowance. He does not
tolerate sipin him that koows to do
better. ““Io him 1hat kouweth to do
guod and doeth itnot, to him it is sin *?
Where light is and men prefer darkoess
rather than light, they are under con-
gemnation. Chnst sald, “This is the
condemnation, that light is come into
the world, and men loved darkpess
rather than light, because their deeds
were evil.”” No man should protect his
brotner in sin. N> man should protect
his son in sin, No man showd justuy
the evils that are committed by men be

cause the men happen to be their neigh-
bors or near of kin Itis an evidence
of weakness to do this, and it is wrong.
The man that condones evil, and pro-
tects him who is doing evil, 15 as gullty
in tne eyes of Guod as the man who com-
mits the evil. | have heard that there
exists here. an organization of law.ess
men, wh » are commiiting depredations
aud robbing the hunest. 1 give 11 to you
one and all, aud especiaily tu those whu
nold prominent positions here. and if
you have just grounds tur the suspicion
that such a condition of things does
exist in this community,it bucomes your
duty to bring to bear every infuence
that you can and to cumbine cvery
power that yuu can to put an end to that
condition and stop sucn imiguity, Let
the guilty be brought to judgment and
suffer the comscquences ol their own
cunuuct, Teach ail the people that mcen
cannot rob with impunity, tnat men can

not steal their neighbur’s goods and
escape justice; that ithe eye of vigilance
1$ upon them, and they will be hunted
out and punisned according to law. Let

this pe understood here, and yuu wil

stop this evil, 1f it really exists, and you
wi.l start men’s thoughts ina botter
direction; fur even a thiet has a suul to
save, He hasstarted outin toe wron
direction, and if he can be Conviuccs
1hat hie is 10 error and that he Is doing
wrong, p<rhaps he wili amend and start
vut 1u dhe right rvad

I feel very earncstly about this My
repuwtion is at siake. I swand as gne ot
1he watcoaien upun the towers ot Zioa,
Men .00k to me, W0 my a.50Ci1ai1€8, 10 .0y
nie leauers 1o ibe Church of Gud, and
we are in reproach i siu flourishes in tue
niidst of tne people and w € raise not gur
volce against it. Tneretore, I say that
Ry reputation 1S at stake, because [ am
identihed with this peuple. bly intere st
18 theirs, and iheir interest is minei anu
there is not ing which will be good for
you that it is not my duty to enhance
and develop as lar as [ can. [ am oot

energetic; I must put my talents to usej
I must not wrap then1 in a napkin and
bury them in the earth, but I must do
the utmost within my power to_help the
people to grow and develop 1n righteous-
ness, purity, virtue, honor and integrity
to God, that we nmay be indeed aud of a
truth the sainots of the Most fniigh

Now, have any of yuu ougiit against
me? Have |l done or said anytmingto
hurt you? 1t I have, 1 wantto say it has
been unintentional. [ peverin my bte
intentionally hurt the 1eeiiogs of any in-
dividual. I never intended in my heart
10 Injure any Man or any commumtys
On the contrary, I have ielt decp and
earnest sollciwude fur the wellare of the
people; and I nave sought, according to-
the wisdom and couns.l manilest to me*
through my file leaders and tne under-
standiug that I possessed, to do the very
best tor the guvod of all the people.
This i~ my desire still. The ampoition
of my iile is 10 do something 1hat will
benefit tuis people, thiar wih strengthen
them in the midst of weakness and nelp
them to prow stronger and better.
T erefore, il I have said anything in
times past that has hurt anybody's feel-
ings, | ask tneir forgiveness. It | koew:
there were any whu had feelings against
me, I would go to them most gladly, and’
not rest uatil 1 visited them and learned
wherein 1 had wronged them 1 1t can
be made to appear that 1 have actual-
ly dome something to injure my
prother, 1 will not ask him to cume and
meet me balf way (o settle the difficulty
—1 will go the whole distance myselfl and
du everything in my power to make it
right with him. My mussion is not to
injure, not to do wrong; it is to do good.
And although 1 fail, and fail largely, to
come up to the standard of my Savior
and’of fol.owing i(n his footsteps, yet 1
have advanceua far enough to humble
myself and confess my wrong when [
am guilty of wrong  1'¢an wo that if I
keep the right spint; and I will doit. [
wili contess my sins, 1 will acknuowledge
my weahnesses and my imperfeciion
and I wili numoly ask my bretbren an
sisiers to forgive me and bear with m{
mipetfections. It you can see wnerein
err ur lack wisdom and judgment, come
10 me as a brother; take paiins to come,
because I thimnk 1 am wourth saving.
Then ail ye tnathave been 1njured by me,
all ye whum I nave wrongeo,if tnere are
any such, let me know wherein | have
wronged you, and I will do all in my
power to make itright with you. I have
nu malice In my heart toward my breth,
ren; I vave omiy love, cnarity and an
earnest desire to do good, [am called
to do good. Therefore, I hope that you
will help me to fuifill my calling, and [
will hetp you to tu fill yours

Now, if 1bere is anybody here who
knows ul the existence 1n this commu-
nity of a thief, I say 10 you as a commu-
nity of intelligent men and women and
as a true Christian socieiy, put your eye
upon that man, and save him trom his
sins if you cany’but if he will not be re-
claimed, if be will not repent, then I ask
of you, 1o the name of g 6ud government,
in tne name of the Lurd, to put that man
tu the test of evidence in the couits and
let the aw deay witin hum. But Stop this
stealiny; do not suffer it to continue, or
your owi sons and duughters will be led.
into it and your tamilics be ruined by it.
Your daughters wui marry thieves, and
yuurs soiis will become thieves. Tnere-
fure, L cail upon you now to combine

in a position to be inuifferent o relation
to these things. 1 must be aclive and

your energy and wisdom and stop all
this if you can—and 1 know you can. A



