
48 THE DESERET WE fiStkhi
jesus has laid down the doctrine that we
are not to return wrong for wrong nor
do evil for evil and furthermorelurther more we are
not merely to do good fofor good even
the publican and the sinners do that
of course this isi goo i as far as it goes
and it is the prevalent idea in the world
itif a man does good to me I1 will do good
to him if hebe befriend me I1 will befriend
him baill though he does good to
me yet I1 am very careful to watch his
motives and to see that not only does
he not get the advantage of me but itii
possiblepossiblesible that I1 might get advantage ofEoshimim what is there in the prevailing
principles of the world to prevent a
man from doing this why not only do
the pub ican and sinner so but the
saints do so at least some who profess
to bebc saints though we have had faith
though we have repented olof our sins
at least in name though we have been

baptized lorfor the remisremissionbion of our sins
andana have hadbad hands laid upon us lorfor the
gift otof the holy ghost I1 am surrysorry to say
that many of us do not appear to have

I1progressedrogressed but littleliitle darher than thatvewe navehave not grown a great deal above
the fatherslaihers we have notbot even advanc-
ed very much iromfrom the condition they
atre in belore they knew anything
about this gospel and priesthood even
now the gift of the holy ghost in
our possession with the and pri-
vilege olof revelation iromfrom god with all
the increased dight within our with
all the plainness of instructioninsi ruction and coun-
sel tuai nas been and is continually be-
ing given to us we still are traveling in
the ruts otof the fathers to10 a very great
extent and we are not making the

that men and women ought to10
make who profess to have received a
remission olof their sins by tue inter
position of the power of0 god andadd the
holy ghost by the laying on of hands
Wwhy blebsblabs your soul I1 have bbeenen listen
ing to things within theme tabt twenty tourlour
hours thatthai have tainyfairly didde my hair
stand on ends and it was told in the

sincerity and candor we hear
taik about some men once professing tvt
be latter day saints trigengagingging in steal
ing their neighbors cattle ealingsi their
ne ghiors wagons stestealingalag their
botsbois harness and for aught I1 know
stealing their neighborneigh bur s chickens
chckn thieves cattle harness
thieves thieves of every description so
to speak dwelling in the community
shielded and protected by kindreaki anu

and yet live and move
anu have their being as treeiree and as inde
pendent as their hone t neighbor Is
it possible that such a condicondl uonLion as this
can exist in a community like thisthib A
community of elderaelder erie sis and 1leachcacti
ers high and severitiesseventies can
such a wingming toebe andana tue people sit down
anu fold their arms saying a bialle more
sleep and a little more slumber it I1
lived in a community wibert I1 hadbad any
influence or power and wasv as conconvinced
tuat thieves and robbers and bandits
existed there i1 would not grou
until I1 had put on loot1001 auan organization
otof honorable and honest men who
would lerretferret out the thieves and prose-
cutecute them to the bitter enuend and put a
stop tto0 such a condition of things it it
exists thetat good men audad aumen in a
community that will quietly down
by their knowing thatmat the peo
pieje were being plundered by
do0 nothing to uproot the evil irom the
land are in part guilty with wethe
they should not cease a moment until
every thief was hunted out and his true

character brought into the light of day
to be seen of all men or until he should
be punished according to the law of his
offenseoffrinse that sin and iniquity shall be
put a stop to in this region the man
who shields the guilty one because he
is his neighbor or his brother from just
punishment under the law is carrying
the doctrine of love torfor his neighbor too
far did you ever hear of jesus asking
men to shield the wicked in their wick
edness to shield even their brother and
nurture him in the continuance of sin
did christ ever promulgate such a
doctrine as this no he did not the
doctrine that was taught by christ was
that the evildoerevil doer must repent of his evil
doings he must turn away from his
wickedness the man that shields the
wrongdoerwrong doer or that sympathizes with
his wrongdoingwrong doing is guilty of wrong him
sellseli god does not look upon sin with
any degree of allowance he does not
tolerate sin in him that knows to do
better 10lo him that to do
good and boeth it not to him it is sin
where light is and men prefer darkness
rather than light they are under con
oem nation christ said this is the
condemnation that light is come into
the world and men loved darkness
rather than light because their deeds
were evilevi no man should protect his
brother in sin no man should protect
hisbis son in sin no man should justify
the evils that are committed by men be
cause the men happen to be their neigh-
bors or near of kin it is an evidence
of weakness to do this and it is wrong
the man that condones evil and pro
sects him who is doing evil iiss as guilty
in the eyes of gd as the man who com-
mits the evil I1 have heard that there
exists here an organization of
men wh are committing depredations
and robbing the honest I1 give it to10 you
one andana all and especially to thoe who
hold prominent puit ions here and if
you have just grounds tor the suspicion
that such a condition of things does
exist in thiataits communityit becomes your
dutyduly to bring to bear every influence
that you can and to combine every
power that yuuyou can to put an end to thitthat
condition and stop such iniquity let
the guilty be brought to judgment and
suffer the consequences otof their own
conduct teach ail the people that men
cannot rob with impunity that men can
not steal their neighbors goods and
escape justice that the eye of vigilance
is upon them and they will be hunted
out and punished according to law let
this be understood here and you will
ststop this evil if it really exists and you
bifwil start mens thoughts in a batter
direction for even a thief has a soul to
save he has started out in the wronwrong
direction and if he can be convinced
that hebe is in error and that he is doing
wrong perhaps he will amend and start
out in ahe right road

I1 feel very earnestly about this my
is at stake I1 stand as one otor

the watchmen upon the towers otol zion
men ook to me to my associates to iny
wehie leaders inIII ahe church of god and
we are in reproach ititsiesin flourishes in taneae
midst of the people and wee raise not our
voice against it therefore I1 say thatthai
my reputation is at stake because I1 am
identities with this people my inderstinter st
is theirs and their interest is mine and
there is not ing which will be good for
yuy ju that it is not my duty to enhance
and develop as far as I1 can I1 am not
in a position to be indifferent in relation
to these things I1 must be active and

energetic I1 must put my talents to me
I1 must not wrap them in a napkin and
bury them in the earth but I1 mustst dwdo
the utmost within my power to help
people to grow and dtdevelopcelop in righteousonS
ness purit virtue honor and inteintegritygrit7
to god that we may be indeed and cafofaa
truth the saints 0otI1 the most

now have any of you ought against
me have I1 done or said
hurt you itII I1 have I1 want to say it asshw
been I1 never in my leie
intentionally hurt the feelings of any iniki

aividual I1 never intended in my heart
to injure any man or any community
on the contrary I1 have felt deep and
earnest solicitude for the welfare of the
people and I1 have sought acaccordingcorIng to
the wisdom and counsel manifest to mvme
through my file leaders and the under
standing that I1 possessed to do the very
best torfor the good of all the deoppeople
this i my desire still the ambition
olof my life is to do something that will
benefitbeni fit anis people that will strengstrengthenft
them in the midst of weakness and help jj
them to grow stronger and bettorbetter
T ere fore it I1 have said anything iwn
times past that has hurt tevfed
ings I1 ask their forgiveness it I1 knewkner
there were any who had feelings adaina
me I1 would go to them most gladly
not rest until I1 visited them and learned
wherein I1 had wronged them it ivowit catt
be made to appear that I1 have actual-
ly done something 0too injure lay
brother I1 will not ask him to come and
meet me half way to settle the difficulty

A

1I will go the whole distance myself aniand
do everything in my power to make it
right with him my mission is not to
injure not to do wrong it is to do good
and although I1 fail and fail largely to
come up to the standard of my saviordavir
andoe lolful owing in his footsteps yet I1
have adadvances far enough to humble
myself and confess my wrong when 1
am guilty of wrong I1 can do that if I1
keep the right spirit and I1 will do it 1

will confess my sins I1 will acknowledge
my weaknesses and my imperfectionscalon

i

and I1 will numbly ask my brethrenn andn
sisters to forgive me and bear with rnmy1imperfectionsimpel factions it you can see whereincherem L

err or lack wisdom and judgment come
to10 me as a brother take papains1ius to cornercomes
because I1 think I1 am worth saving
then ail ye that have been injured by me
all ye whom I1 have wronged if there are
any such let me know wherein I1 have
wronged you and I1 will do all in my
power to malemake k right with you I1 have
no malice in my heart toward my breth
ren I1 nave only love charity and as
earnest desire to do good I1 am called
to do good therefore I1 hope that youhotl
will help me to fulfill my calling and I1 A

will help you to lu fill yours
now itif there is anybody here who

knows of the existence in this commu-
nity of a thief I1 say to you as a commu-
nity otof intelligent men and women and
as a true christian society put your eye
upon that man and save him from his
sins if you can but if he will not be re-
claimed if hebe will not repent then I1 askasil
of you in the name of good government
in the name of the lord to put that man
to the test otof evidence in the coutts andiand
let the aw deai alen him but stop this

not suffer itn to continue or
your own sons and daughters will be led
into it and your faamimilliesties be ruined by it
your daughters will marry thieves waand
yours sons will become thieves boere
toreforea L call upon you nonow to Ccaltuneam I1

your energy and wisdom and stop OALau
this tf youym can and I1 know yvayun can A


