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with a learned jurist, and thus they
unwittingly assist in spreading misin-
formation.

We suggest to the Oregonian that if
it is “*worth the trouble’’ to write edi-
torinls about ‘‘Mormonism,* and
s¢worth the trouble” -to read them, it
oughitto be "“worth the trouble* to in-
quire into the matier a little before
rushipg into priot, lest ome’s lgnor-
apce may be exposed and onw’s folly
may be madesmanifest.

WHAT IS MEANT BY DEMONSTRA-
TION OF SILVER?

A CORRESPONDENT says that inas-
much as there is nothing in the ct')iu-
age Lill of February 12, 18738, pertain-
ing to dcmoanetizatlon of any metal, it
js hardly fair to 'chararcterize that
measure as a silver demonetization act.
In o certdin wense our correspondent
i correct. The act waa ostensibly for
the purpose of regulating details of
colnage at the mint. Its object was to
collate and embrace in one aot all
previous leglslation oo the subject of
U.8. money. It is true, it made no
reference to the stapdard eilver dollar
in the way of demonetization or other-
wise. Itdid not make anything else
the unit of value. However, it limlted
the coinage ot silver to half and gquar-
ter dollars and dimes, and to a irade
dollar above the gtandard of the
unit dollar. It prohipited these coins
from being a Jegal tender for more than
five dollars in any one payment.
Meution of the old unit dollar was
entirely omitted as opeof the coins to
be made at the mint.

The bill contaipe sixty-seven sec-
tions. Bection seventeen says: ““No
_cotns elther of gold, silver, or minor
coinage #hali bereafter be lesued Irom
the mint, other than those of the de-
pominsiions, standards and weights
berein set forth.”” By the terms of
this the old unit dollar was set aside,
and silver colns in legal tender limited
‘to five dollnrs. Many of the men who
veted tor this bill openly conlessed a
few yenrs afterwards that they never
thought for a moment it wouli de-
maonetize silver. Among these were
‘ppurmnn, Blaine, Garfield and otifers.
The silver dollar at the time of the
pageage of thia bill wae actually worth
$1.08 lu gold.

Almost immedlately after the bill
became law allver bezan to depreciate,
but during the first year nothing of
any extent was said. In abour the
third year it hecame s theme of uni-
versal comment. The Forty-fourth
Congress teok it up. In Augusl, 1876,
the Monetary Commiesion was organ-
jzed. 1% cousisted of three esenalors,
‘Jones, Bogy and Boutwell, three repre-

sentati ves, Gibson, Wiilard and Bland,
and three financial ex perts, Groesbecsk,
Bowen and Weston. The duty of this
| Commiesion was to inguire: First,
foto the change which has taken’ place
in the relative value of gold and silver;
the causes thereof, whether permanent
or otherwise. Becond, into the policy
of the restoration of the double stand-
ard in this country; and, if restored,
what the relation of the two ¢oins shall

be.”? The labora of this Commission
extended over a wide fleid
in the financial world. Informa-

tion was received from every prominent
bapker, financler and economicstudent
in the civilized world, The main sub-
stance of the report was snbmitted and
ordered printed March 2nd, 1877, In

of silver: *The evil is enofinousiy ag-
gravated by eelecting gold as the metal
| to be retained and silver as the metal
[to be rejected ’> It also eaid ““That
{ remonetization of silver in this country
| will have a powerful influence in pre-
ventlng, and probably will prevent, the
demonetization of eilver in France
and other European'countries.”” But
thre item which refers directly to de-
monetization teads: “The ancient
money of the couniry, instead of belng
intentionally legisiated out of existence
by Congress, was revised out of exlst-
e¢nce.” 'This, of course,meant that sil-
ver was reduced from an article of
monay to a mere commodity and be-
came an article of commerce.
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THERE WILL COME A CHANGE.

THE facts in regard to the persecu.
tions of the *Mormon®’ Church will
probably be known to comparatively
few people in the United Btates, until
the irrational prejudices that hsdve
blinded the public in reference to
““Mormonism? have given way to the
light of truth and the spread of infor-
mation. The rule has been to accept
any wild story, however improbable
that placed the “*Mormons”’ in a false
iight, and to justlfy any attack upon
them however unlawful as well as un-
Jjust, in view of the accusations of their
enemies.

But the time will come and is fast
approaching when there will be a de-
sire to koow the real history of the
'Latter~day Baints, and to understand
the principles of their faith. It will
then be seen how much both have
been maligned and ill-treated.

The New York Sur has the following
to say onfthis matter, incidentally,in an
editorial on another subject:

‘“The story of the crusade against Mor-
monism will not be written hy the gener-
ation responsible for it.It was undertaken
a8 a phase of the plundering of the South,
with the aim of diverting pablic attention

ita Aindings it said of the depreciation |

| from the commercial aspect of
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recon-
struction. 1t was successtvl. Mormon-
ism was dubbed the Twin Relio, and
served to raisc a sufficlent dust to obseurs
the onerations of the crusaders in other
people’s pockets.

) .ater. aiter the Southern plunder had
been checked, the looting of Ulabh was
geen to be worth parsuing for its own
sake, There aredeeent Gentiles in Utah,
pat they have never had parl in the
crusade. There has been another claas
corresponding with the Southern scala-
wag—the carpsibagger’s partoer. The
members of this c¢lass exclusively have
been the allies and proteges of Federal
rule in Utash. The Mormons have had
no friends. A bad name had been suc-
cessfuily fastened on the dog, Remained,
nothing but to rkin him. He isstill un-
Jergoing the process. Tt works for right-
eonsness ool unconnected with pecuniary
profit to the saiuts (oot the Mormon
saints) to this day.”

BENEFITS OF SMALL FARMS.

I~ the Bpokane, Washington, fe-
view appears an edjtorinl on the Lene-
fits resulting from small farms instead
of the immense tracts of lJand which
are held nowndays by non-resident
landlords and speculators. Reference
is made un ‘follows to the *‘Mormon’®
plan, which we hope wili not be
changed for big and hall cultivated”
areas after the fashion in many parts
of thecountry. The Review saye:

“The secret to«nccess in Utah farmin
iz due to small holdioga. In layiog ou
the city of Salt Lake the Mormons al-
lowed Do city lot to contain le«s than an
scre and a guarter. A tier ot five-acre
lots was then laid out, then a tier of ten-
acre lots, then iweniy-acre tracts. No
farms were lafd out larger than foriy
acres. This system prevatled in all parta
of the Territorv, and as a result there is
no other par: of the United States where
the population coblains so many people
living on their own land and owning
their own houses. Were such a system
adopted in the Palouse countrv, where
the land is as rich a= the bestin Utah and
much easier to coltivate, that seection
conld be made the sccoe of tens of
tbousands of prosperous homes. The
products are as varied and the crops as
great as in Utah.”
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF CRIME.

A sERIES of articles entitled ““Papera
oo Penolowy’” has been publisbed in
bouk form by the New York Reforma-
tory of Elmira. Another series of a
gimilar character was published about
five yeara ago. Their purpose is to
promote rational, nractieal reform in
the treatment of criminals, & result that
is only poseible when the intelligent
public rightly appreclate and approve,

The gemeral puperintendent of the
Reformatory who publishes thia
volume states that he does not desire
notices of & complimentary character
for his work, but 4 ferious review of &
a0 ar to give the general public ap in-
terest in & very Important phase of
mociology. Auny persons making a
wpecinl study of crime and criminals
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