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ratification of the colonies and the
result was a matter of grave
aineylailay but the revolution was
successful the colonies were des
tilledned to become free states the con-
stitutionution was framed and ratified

d finally the day came for the
inching of the ship of state
thatmat day was the of april one
venturycenturysentury ago

the first wednesday in march
1141ai been named as the occasion for
thee inauguration but the hour for
ingresscongress to assemble came and
thereaare was not a quorum present

the electoral vote was not count
ed until the sixth day of april upon
aich day george washington was
declared elected president and john
adamsA dams vice president of the united
states

messengers were immediately dis
to mount vernon va and

w braintreeBrain tree mass to notify these
statesmen of their election

washington setout for new york
thewl temporary capital immediately
pon receipt of the notification his

journeyaney was a triumphal march his
ay was strewn with flowers hewaovall eight days on the journey the
stance may now be aaccomplishedccom e

14tt as many hours ththee bu 0onn
thee balcony of which the disti-
nguished patriot took the oath of

oe has now disappeared upon
eite on wall street opposite the

head of broad street is now situated
theoe united states sub ttreasury aandritheIQ exact spot of the solemn cereer
lony as nearly as can be Is

asked by a heroic statue of the
killgeneral in the attitude of raising

hand from the scriptures after
thee administration of the oath theapril number of one of the leading
PgarinesgaInes gives an illustration of
theme page which washington kissed

pon takingflaking the oath it is the page
oat relates the blessings of Jjacobaco b
pon his sons and which referefersM to

ph the fruitful bough by a well
aase branches ruhrun over the walltoTO him who was separate from his

belthrenblre thren and whose blessings
achedinched to the utmost bounds ofthe everlasting hills a most
actingattingfl in page to mark one of the
sandest events in this history of

8 thiardthe land of joseph and in the
storytory8 of the world the govern
nt of the united states was then

ted today it has finishedits11 firstaist century
the momentous character of the

daiay we have met to commemorate is
ot to be judged alone by events

81 sequentquent to it to sense it truly werautast gaze back into the dark agestain preceded it we must contrast
the sweets of liberty with the bitter

of despotism to appreciate the
50bonousorious mission of the constitution

us18 among whom abe blessingsof1 lifei te liberty and property are
whose form of govern

W is based upon that principle of
ine origin that all men are cre

equalA beforeore the law it is diffi-
cultul to conjure up the demons of
ardbessionWesP assionsion andand tyranny that have

sway over mankindDaB almost
thetenuouslycott from the inception of
i species the world was inbOli dageage nations were ruled by
to who owed their position

hee accident of birth the right

of the people to a voice in their own
government was scarcely asserted
men were largely treated as chat-
tels their property their free-
dom and even their lives were
sacrificed at the bidding of the tyr-
ant their rereligiouslivious views were
bent into conformity despotism
asserted empire over body and soul
there was little or no law save the
caprice of monarchy it is impos-
sible for citizens of this republic to
picture the miseries of such days
think of it that a nation of human
beings became body and soul the
property of a single man a tyrant
a usurper sacrilegiously claimanclaiming
to rule by divine right there could
be no progression as there could be
no happiness under such circum
atances

luther broke the chains of reli-
giousgou despotism the anglo saxons
mademadgreat inroadsi upon ththee preroga-
tives of royalty mens mimindsado were
unshackled and havihavingug once
sipped of liberty they thirsted for a
deeper draught england though
the freest of nations had not yet
progressed to perfection and sought
to burden the colonies without the
right under the principles of govern-
ment the chief cause of the
american revolution was the rrightlit
of arbitrary government asserted
by the mother country and disputed
by the colonies so long as the colo-
nists were let aloneaize they were good
subjects but by interferencenoninterferencenon
they learned the lessonslemons that
afterwards prompted them to rebel-
lion they learned to regulate their
own affaaffairsI1 they loved independ-
ence in rreligion and would not
brook enforced conformity to the es-
tablished church they refused to
recognize the divine right of the
british king to rule and were es-
peciallyally incensed at george III and
his ministry theth peopleI1 E of the
colonies claimed the rulffull rights of
englishmen they resented as un-
constitutional the efforts of the
british parliament to tax them
without representation despite
their protest with blind fatuity the
ministry insisted upon measure af-
ter measure in derogation of the
claims of the colonies parliament
taxed importations forbade the
erection of iron works and the man-
ufacture of steel in america placed
an interdiction upon the fellingfelling of
pine trees authorized search war-
rants andana passed confiscation laws
no stepsep of the british ministry ex-
cited as much indignation as the
stamp act providing that no con-
tract should be of binding force un-
ess written on paper bearing the
royal stamp the muffled bells of
several large cities tolled funeral
peals flags were hung at half mast
turbulent crowds assembled the
eloquent and fearless patrick henry
exclaimed tarquin and caesar
had each his brutus charles I1 had
his Cromwel lland dagegeorge illIII may
Pprofitcrofit1 by their example be con-
cludedel eded upon being interruptedwithted with
thetheorycry of treasonTreasonl with a rare
patriotism with a homely devotion
to principle the colonists entered
I1ntointo a solemn compact to import ekoBO

goods from great britain until the
stamp act was repealed but parlia-
ment added to the repeal a9 resola

tion that it had a right to bind the
colonies in all cases whatever
other taxes followed and the spirit
of resistance became stronger con-
flicts between the british soldiery
and the populace occurred in new
york and boston the boston tea
partyaarty1 ly and resistance to the porttibilli1 were followed by annulment of
the massachusetts charter

bad led to wore until finally the
smothered flames of rebellion burst
violently forth upon the common at
lexington the occasion demanded
men fortunately they were at
hand A group of great men edu-
cated in the school of patriotism
were at hand to control the popular
efforts greatest in this resplendent
galaxy of stars was the immortal
hero whose first inauguration we
come to commemorate this is the
man of whom lowell says in his
inspiring apostrophe to virginia
mother of states and undiminisheddiminishednn men

thouthon davest us a country giving tamhim

nor is the praise too high wash-
ington was a man whose worth and
talents did not lie upon the surface
he was modest in demeanor and he
accepted no office or trust without
an earnest and sincere expression of
unworthiness not characterized
by brilliance without the showy at-
tributes which have raised far less
able men to prominence by sound-
ness of judgment and persistence of
purpose he showed himself to be one
of the most successful of generals
and one of the most sagacious states-
men of any age called unexpect-
edly to the command of the conti-
nental forces he accepted reluct-
antly with a sense of his unfitness
for the responsibilities of the office
but having accepted he refused all
compensation for his services and
entered into the cause of the colonies
with a fixed determination charac-
teristicte of the man not atoto abandon
the cause while hope remained
promfrom the moment he assumed com-
mand at cambridge in the summer
of 1775 until the surrender of corn-
wallis at yorktown in 1781 his ex-
periencesperiences were of a character to
havehav thriceethrice discouraged a less ear-
nest patriot and a less patient and
persevering man

it was with the greatest difficulty
that he procured men and supplies
his troops were often without ade-
quate food or clothing his regiments
were so reduced in numbers at
times that but a mere handful fol-
lowed him in the contest he has
been for his reverses and
retreats it is said with truth that
he won but few victories and com-
parisonspariparl sons are upon these grounds
alone sought to be made between
washington and napoleon or others
of the great captains of the world
that his victories were less numer-
ous must be conceded but such
comparisons are wrong we must
look into the surrounding circum-
stances no general hasever labored
under greater difficulties than washi-
ngton with raw ragged and illIII
fed troopstroop few in numbers often
denied the support of congress
which at bestbeat was weak and enforced
its requisitions with difficulty
criticisedcriticized by his compatriots tofo
his seeming inactivity often throw


