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IN THE BACE WOODS OF BOLIVIA';, _..1q pass through a rich cattle-

Lz Paz, Bolivia, July 15, 1898.—Bo-
Hvla is one of the least knmown coun-
tries of the world. Even now the ge-
ographers are disputing about its area,
and the different eatimates vary by
more than 100,000 square miles. The
information I have on the subject
comes from Senor Manuel V. Balillv-
ian, the president of the La Paz Geo-
graphical soclety, and one of the best-
posted men upon all such matters con-
nected with this country. Senor Bal- |
livian tells me that Bollvia contains
mora than 597,000 square miles. '!l‘heI
aame figures are given In the States-
man's Year Book and in the volume on
Bollvia published by the bureau of
Amerjcan repuhlicsat Washington. This
Is almost one-sixth the slze of the whole
United States, including Alzska, It
is equal to more than ten states as
blg as New York, bigger than any
copntry of Europe, with the exception
of Russla, and more than Germany,
France, Greatl Britain, Greece, Swit-,
zerland and Belgium combined. This
vast territory has not as many people
as the state of Massachusetts. 1
doubt if it could figure out as many as
Chicago has at this writing, and the
Greater New York would give at least
one and & half gouls to every human
being In Bollvia, The population is
estimated at about 2,000,000, all told,
and of these I belleve that not more
than half a mililon have white blood
fon them. Thlnk of glving a territory
one-sixth the size of ours and propor- |
tionately quite as rich In i{ts natural
resources to less than halt the people
of Philadelphla, and you have about|
the conditions which prevall here. The
whites practically own Bolivia, and
the other three-fourths of the people,
who are Indlans, are thelr servants.
Of course there are a few exceptions
to thig ctassificatlion, but as a rule it
will hold good. It I8 egpeclally so as
regards the domestle Indians, who
number much meore than halt of the
populatlon, and who are |ln many cases
practleally the slaves of the whites.
Here at La Paz there are at least flve
Indlans to one white, and' the city Is
more Indian than anything else.

The tichest parts of Bolivlia have not
been surveyed, and there are great
provinces here which are practicaltly |
unexplored. There are somé sections
which are as unknown as Central
Africa, and thelr inhabitants have as
curious customs as the savages along
the edges of the Sahara. There {3 a-
strip of Bollvia several hundred miles
wide and about flve hundred miles
long, lylng between thls plateau and
the boundary of Brazil, which has re-
sources of great wealth. T have met
men here who have traveled overland
to Paraguay and the Argentine. They
tell me of vast plains upon which cat-:
tle feed in herds of thousands. They|
can be bought for from two to three
dollars a head, for there i3 no means
of pgettilng them to the markets. At
present Senor Ballivian tells me there
i3 a syndleate formed In London to
conmect these rich grazing lands with
the head of navigatlon of some of the
Amazon branches by means of a rall-
way which will run along the bound-
ary between RBrazil and Bollvia, but
on Brazillan spil. The road will be on
the line of a concesslon granted to Col,
Church some years ago, and Its pur-
pose will be to carry these cheap cat-
tle to the rubber campsa of the Amazon,
There are several other Important pro-
Jects to bulld rallroads in Bollvia. One
§3 to construct a llne from La Paz to
the Desuaguadero river. This line
would be sixty-six mlles long and
Senor Balllvian says it will probably
be begun this summer. Another
scheme ls to extend Central North Ar-
gentlne rallway to Swoere. This road
13 now npear the Bolivian border, and

‘roads from the Argentine into Bollvla,

-would

grazlng, agricultural and mining terrl-
tory, and would frunish an outlet to
the Atlantlc for Bollvian products.
There are several other ptans for rafl-

and the day will probably come when
all of eastern Bolivia will be opened
up to settlement.

At present it is extremely difficult to
get to any part of this country. It
took me flve days to come to La Paz
from the coast, a distance of not morsa
than G600 miles, and it will require at
least six days of hard travel for me to
reach the Pacific by the way I hawe
planned. In comlpng here I had to
spend two days on the raliroad before
I was landed on the shores of Lake
Titlcaca. It took another day to cross
that lake, I had to swait at Chiillaya a
day, and the fifth day was taken up in
the stage ride, which landed me
In La Paz. In going back I shall have
to take three days of hard staging
from here to Oruro, and then have]
three days upon the smallest long, |
narrow gauge of the world In traveling
for GO0 mlles over the Andes to the sea,
For the same money and the same
time I could comfortably cross the
Unlted States from New York to Ban
Francisco, a distance almost flve times
as great. And still this is what they
call easy and rapld travel here. The
most of Bolivia Is accessible only on
mules or on foot. The American min-
ister s arranging to pay a visit to the
capital, which ls at Suecre and about
400 milles from here. He wlil have to
take mules or stage for 150 miles to the
rallroad, and, after a short ride on the
ecars, will take mules again for a flve
days' ride through the mountalns to
Sucre. I understand that a guard wll!
be furnished him by the Bolivlan gov-
ernment, though I should judge that
the trip would be perfectly safe with-|
out it. From Sucre to the famous
mining town of Potosl is about 100
mlies by mule and bridle path, apd
from Oruro to Cochobamba, which Ia
a town of 26,000, it 1s a three and one-
half days' ride on horseback. Nearly
all of the large towns, if the half dozen
towns of from ten to forty thousands
which embrace the largest settlements
of this country can be called large, are
on the highlands and In the mountains,
and In most cases travel must be on
horse or mule back. The country
hotels are more llke stables than any-

‘thing else, and when on an out-of-the-

way road it 1s almost impossible to buy
food of the Indians or to secure quar-
ters in their huts to spend the night.
You sleep in the inns on platforms
made of stone or sun-dried bricks and
eat what you can get, I carry a camp
bed wlth me, for the native beds are
lousy and dirty. Other necessities are.
a rubber ecoat, heavy boots, a viguna |
rug and canned provislons,

This part of Bolivia through which
I am travellng may be sald to have a
temperate climate. La Paz, In faet,
I8 just now a little too cold for spring
or fall elothing, and I have on two
heavy suits of underwear and the same
woolen clothes that I wear at home
In December. It snowed this after-
noon. Still, a week or so on horseback
take me Into tropical Bollvia.
The eastern part of thls country ls one
of the richest lands of the world. and
I am told that it wiil be the great Bo-
livla of the future. I have met several
men who have gone from La Paz down
the rivers which flow Into the Amazon
and by the Amazon to the Atlantle.
They tell me wonderful storles of rub-
ber forests, of trees of wild cotton, of
plants with fibre ke sllk and of vege-
tatlon which is so dense as to be al-
most impenetrable. They speak also of
savages who are cannilbals and of
other tribes who go about stark naked
and regard not the laws of God nor
man. At Lima I met a young German

explorer named Kroehle, who had
spent three years jn traveling about
through the eastern provinces of Peru
and among the Indlans of the faraway
branches of the Amazon. He had an
excellent camera with him, and I have
had the good fortune to gel some
prints from his negatives. The most
of them I dare not publish, for the fig-
ures of both men and women are en-
tirely nude, and the curious features
of lite which they show, while interest-
ing from an ethnological standpoint
are hardly fit for a family newspaper.
Mr., Kroehle was many tlmes in danger
of his lfe. He was twice wounded
with polsoned arrows, and he describes
the travel through these reglons as
dangerous In the extreme. He was for
a time among the head hunters of the
Rilver Napo in Ecuador and Peru, and
the first pictures ever taken of thesae
people were made by him. One of
these pictures I published In connec-
tion with my letter on Ecuador.

The Napo reglon Is full of queer peo-
ple. The Indians of one tribe there
wear plates of wood or metal in the
lobes of their ears as big arownd as
the bottom of the average tumbler.
They have thelr ears plerced when
they are chlldren and at first put bits
of grass and twigs in the holes to
keep them open. A little later addl-
tional twlgs are Inserted and the holes
are gradually enlarged, untll they ara
as blg around as a bracelet, I have
seen In Burmah and in southern India
natives who follow tne same custom.
It is not an uncommon thing In Bur-
mah for a woman to carry a cigar
made of tobacco wrapped in corn
husks and as blg around as a broom-
stleck In her ear hole. These Indians
go the Burmese one better, but the ex-
tra expenditure they put on thelr ear
holes they save on their dress, for both
women and men go about naked. There
are other queer trlhes on the Napo.
The river, you know, rises in the An-
des of Ecuador and flows a dilstance of
800 mlles before it emptles Into the
Amazon. It Is navigable for 500 miles
from !ts month by small ateamboats.
The Javary river, which flows between
Brazll and Peru, is sald to be 1,300
mlles long, and the Ueayli, another
hraneh of the Amazon, !s of about the
same length, The Upper Maranon
flows through Peru, and it 1s navl-
gable to Borja a distance of 2,600 mlles
from the Atlantlie. Think of a stream
running across the United States from
New York to far beyond Balt Lake
Clty, and let this be navigable for
small steamers and you have an ldea
of the possibilitles of trade on these
Amazon branches. The Benl is another
Amazon branch which flows through
Bollvia, and the Mamora and Guapon
are other long navigable waterwsys,

All of these troplcal districts of Pery
and Bollvia contain curlous tribes.
There are some cannibals among them
who eat the flesh of thelr enamles and
do not scruple t0 serve up baby roasts
and woman Stews upon occasion.
Some of the pictures that Mr. Kroehle
took were of the cannibal tribes. He
calls them the Cachiro Indlans and
says they live along the Rlver Pachi-
tea, a braneh of the Amazon, Others
of the Indians of these reglons use
blow guns and polsoned arrows. The
arrows are made of iron wood, tipped
with fiints, which are polsoned at the
points, The guns are reeds from ten
to twelve feet long, The Indians use
these weapons for killlng thelr game
as well as for thelr wars. The slight-
eat scrateh of the arrow wlll eause
death, and, strange to say, the polson
does not Injure the meat of the anj-
mals killed by It. The making of this
polson is kept a secret by the Indians.
I am to!d it Is made by sticklng the ar-
rows [n putrifled human flesh whieh
has already been polsoned in some
other way. The polson acts very quick-
ly and causes death within a few mo-



