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TOJEN THE BACK WOODS orof BOLIVIA

latla paz bolivia july 1516 1898 bo-
livia isin one of the least known coun
tries of the world even now the ge-
ographersosTapographershers are disputing about its area
and the different estimates vary by
more than square miles the
information I1 have on the subject
comes from senor manuel V baldiv
lan the president of the la paz geo-
graphical society and one of the best

I1

posted men upon all such matters con-
nected with this country senor balinsi
livian tells me that bolivia contacontains
more than square miles the
same figures are given in the states
mans year book and in the volume on
bolivia published by the bureau of
american republics at washington this

size of the wholetoIs almost one sixth the
united states including alaska it
Is equal to more than ten states as
big as new york bigger than any
country of europe with the exception
of russia and more than germany
francearance great britain greece swit
aerland and belgium combined this
vast territory has not as many people
anaa the state of massachusetts I1
doubt if it could figure out as many as
chicago has at this writing and the
greater new york would give at least
one and a halthalf souls to every human
being in bolivia the population is

estimated at about all told
and of these I1 believe that not more
than half a million have white blood
tein them think of giving a territory
one sixth the size of ours and propor-
tionatelytionately quite as rrichich in its natural
xevesources to less than half the people
itt philadelphia and you have about ii

theabe conditions which prevail here the
whites practically own bolivia and

of the peopletheefte other three fourths
who are indians are their servants
of course there are a few exceptions

classification but as a rule itto this
will hold good it Is especially so as
regards the domestic indians who
bomberer much more than halthalf of the
population and who are in many cases

Bracttallycally the slaves of the whites
i

here at la paz there are at least five
indiansans to one white and the city is
more indian than anything else

the richest parts of bolivia have not
been surveyed and there are great

here which are practically
unexploredIored there are some sections
which are as unknown as central
Adafricarica and their inhabitants have as
curious customs as the savages along

i tteso edges of the sahara there is a
r tripAVIV of bolivia several hundred miles

widevide and about livefive hundred miles
long lying between this plateau and

boundaryandary of brazil which has re
es of great wealth I1 have met

an hereherb who have traveled overland
totw paraguay and the argentine they
un me of vast plains upon which eatcat I1

UStie feed in herds of thousands
ionnan be bought for from two to three

a head for there is no means
kajW getting them to the markets at

senor Balballigianlivian tells me there
wst syndicate formed in london to

these rich grazing lands with
hie headbead of navigation of some of the
amazonteiaion branches by means of a rail
wy which will run along the bound
ary between brazil and bolivia but

brazilian soil the road will be on
B line of a concession granted to col
hirchrob some years ago and its pur-
se will be to carry these cheap eat-
to

cat-
to the rubber camps of the amazon

twee areatre several otherethos important propertft I1to build railroads in bolivia one
wt to construct a line from la paz to

e river this line
lesat be sixty sixsax miles long and

allIvIan says it will probably

IIS gainft n this summer another
J W th to extend central north ar

A6 goway to sucre this road
antar the bolivianRoUviall borderboardw and
k

t

1
5

it would pass through a rich cattle
grazing agricultural and mining terri-
tory and would brunish an outlet to
the atlanticantle for bolivian products
there are several other plans for rail-
roads from the argentine into bolivia
and th day will probably come when
all of eastern bolivia will be opened
up to settlement

at present it is extremely difficult to
get to any part of this country it
took me five days to come to LA paz
from the coast a distance of not more
than miles and it will require at
least six days of hard travel for me to
reach the pacific by the way I1 have
planned in coming here I1 had to
spend two days on the railroad before
I1 was landed on the shores of lake
Titi caca it took another day to cross
that lake I1 had to wait at Chil ilaya a 1

day and the fifth day was taken up in
the stage ride which landed me
in la paz in going back I1 shall have
to take three days of hard staging
from here to oruro and then have
three days upon the smallest long
narrow gauge of the world in traveling
for miles over the andes to the sea I1

for the same money and the same
time I1 could comfortably cross the
united states from new york to san
francisco a distance almost five times
as great and still this is what they
call easy and rapid travel here the
most of bolivia is accessible only on
mules or on tootfoot the american min-
ister is arranging to pay a visit to the
capital which is at sucre and about

miles from here he will have to
take mules or stage for miles to the
railroad and after a short ride on the
cars will take mules again for a five
days ride through the mountains to
sucre I1 understand that a guard will
be furnished him by the bolivian gov-
ernmentern ment though I1 should judge that
the trip would be perfectly safe withalth i

out it from sucre to the famous
mining town of potosi is about
miles by mule and bridle path and
from oruro to Cocho bamba which laIS
a town of it is a three and one
half days ride on horseback nearly
all of the large towns if the half dozen
towns of from ten to forty thousands
which embrace the largest settlements
of this country can be called large are
on the highlands and in the mountains
and in most cases travel must be on
horse or mule back the country
hotels are more like stables ththann any-
thing else and when on an out of the
way road it is almost impossible to buy
food of the indians or to secure quar-
ters in their huts to spend the night
you sleep in the inns on platforms
made of stone or sun dried bricks and
eat what you can get I1 carry acampa
bed with me for the native beds are
lousy and dirty other necessities are
a rubber coat heavy boots a vicuna
rug and canned provisions

this part of bolivia through which
I1 am traveling may be said to have a
temperate climate la paz in fact
is just now a little too cold for spring
or fall clothing and I1 have on two
heavy suits of underwear and the same
woolen clothes that I1 wear at home
in december it snowed this after-
noon still a week or so on horseback
would take me into tropical bolivia
the eastern part of this country Is one
of the richest lands of the world and
I1 am told that it will be the great bo-
livia of the future I1 have met several
men who have gone from la paz down
the rivers which flow into the amazon
and by the amazon to the atlantic
they tell me wonderful stories of rub-
ber forests of trees of wild cotton of
plants with fibrefabre like silk and of vege-
tation which is so dense as to be al-
most impenetrable they speak also of
savages who are cannibals and of
other tribes who go about stark naked
and regard not the laws of god nor
mauman at limalama I1 met a young german

explorer named Krokroehleeble who had
spent three years in traveling about
through the eastern provinces of peru
and among the indiansindiana of the faraway
branches of the amazon he had an
excellent camera with him and I1 have
had the good fortune to get some
prints from his negatives the most
of them I1 dare not publish for the fig-
ures of both men and women are en-
tirely nude and the curious features
of life which they show while interest-
ing from an ethnological standpoint
are hardly fit for a family newspaper
mr kroehle was many times in danger
of his life he was twice wounded
with poisoned arrows and he describes
the travel through these regions as
dangerous in the extreme he was for
a time among the head hunters of the
river napo in ecuador and peru and
the first pictures ever taken of these
people were made by him one of
these pictures I1 published in connec-
tion with my letter on ecuador

the napo region is full of queer peo-
ple the indiana of one tribe there
wear plates of wood or metal in the
lobes of their ears as bikbig around asaa
the bottom of the average tumbler
they have their ears pierced when
they are children and at first put bits
of grass and twigs in the holes to
keep them open A little later addi-
tional twigs axeare inserted and the holesbolea
are gradually enlarged until they are
as big around as a bracelet I1 have
seen in burmah and in southern india
natives who follow me same custom
it is not an uncommon thing in bur-
mah for a woman to carry a cigar
made of tobacco wrapped in corn
husks and as big around as a broom-
stick I1inn her ear hole these indians
go the burmese one better but the ex-
tra expenditure they put on their ear
holes they save on their dress for both
women and men go about naked there
are other queer tribes on the napo
the river you know rises ib the an-
des of ecuador and flows a distance of
goo miles before it empties into the
amazon it is navigable for miles
from its mouth by small steamboats
the javary river which flows between
brazil and peru tois said to be 1300
miles long and the another
branch of the amazon tois of about the
same length the upper maranon
iowaflows through peru and it Is navi-
gable to borja a distance of 2600 miles
from the atlantic think of a stream
running across the united states from
nownew york to tarfar beyond salt lake
city and let this be navigable for
small steamers and you have an idea
of the possibilities of trade on these
amazon branches the bentbeni tois another
amazon branch which flows through
bolivia and the mamora and ruapon
are other long navigable waterwayswaterwayiL

all of these tropicalbro districts of peru
and bolivia contain curious tribes
there are some cannibals among them
who eat the flesh of their enemies and
do not scruple to serve up baby roasts
and wwomanoman astewstew 0 uupon00n occasion
some of the pictures that mr kroehle
took were of the cannibal tribes he
calls them the cochiro indians and
says they live along the river
tea a branch of the amazon others
of the indians of these regions use
blow guns and poisoned arrows the
arrows are made of iron wood tipped
with flints which are poisoned at the
points the guns are reesreeds from ten
to twelve feet long the indians use
these weapons for killing their game
as well as for their wars the slight-
est scratch of the arrow will cause
death and strange to say the
does not injure the meat of the ant
mats killed by it the making of two
poison Is kept a secret by the indians
I1 am told it is made by sticking the ar-
rows in putrifled human flesh which
hasbag already been poisoned in some
other way the poison acts very quick-
ly and causes death within a few mo


