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mysterious KNOCKINGS
correspondenceb of the daily mail roches-

ter N Y feb 16 1850
the house where these knockingsknockings are

heard is on troop street a short distance from
the centre of the city the occupants are very
respectable though poor the familfamily compri-
ses a widow and three daughters theL young-
est a girl of thirteen years of age to whomwhat
the spirit makes itself more manifest than
to either of the other daughters the mother
as yet never having been favored with any
manifestations excepting with other people
in the presence of these girls

the sounds are generally of one descrip-
tion with the ststriking of one knuckle after
another in rapid succession on a board table
or side of a room and will occasionally imi-
tate the boring of an auger or the cutting of
a saw and other noises the sounds are
Es ane times very loud and at others soft some
t hisbisa 9 in one room and one place and again
in many places and different parts of the
house at the same time it is not confined to
this house but follows these girls wherever
they go and may be heard in any house they
ent v in the street even on the pavement or
any ct near

many visit the house to converse with the
keptepirit which at times it doesdocs with great free-
dom and ut others it is very reserved often
it didt ands certain persons to leave the room
whywey frx some reasons are supposed objec-
tionabletuotionabie particularly those who openly sneer
and pronounce it a humbug imposition ao
m hj uwhoho wish to communicate with the

e generalgenerallilj sitalt around a table in compa
NYv thh one or loretorei ore ofthese girls anterafter allali is

ir athethe spinspirit hates noise and confusion
itI bybribyii ps itsilsil 3 ss to answer
c

Y u address ththe spirit dircdire atlyaly spirit
v 1 u do tilitilltltiu u or that ac always in
a evyery respect 1 minner hmhihilverevereverover the
midenide ofcongem n is very simgim AL when anono
is an answer or weane spirit declines answer
arg39M no sound Lh u ard when lyjea es is the an-
ewv kv r threeshreet rap whenu henben the agagi of a person is

ked or any riarliarfa iJar question a rap counts
HPtip and sso0 on to iahh required number

vv fi n the opspi itt wiswil hes to communicate
callsbasforfor the by five raps com
ncenee then re ng the alphaalphas t and at the

pr 4 1 titeilie1 ahe girstfirst lettletti r forming the
r rf tietlenixniu I1 it rap this letter put down comcorn
rienrcienienlen thothe aphalph hth t igaina and so on till the

lc s i pitalt out G it an
svsw a9 luilueu eions athethah ng accuracy
t Crfrequentequen n ang gret irisitisirist uas

spirit inm at onrtlinceance will ca00 1itiL f it of
any departed fr i Ad with u biorn yuyuuy u can
c leate

I1 ir instancentance a gentleman a perfect stran
r r n fie city c 13ii d fr the spirit of his
w i vhvb belati 3 i him the family history
s the ntnii riber of deaths the yeryear
in nth and day of each death to another
arul omoonlo the same particulars tato another
w 0 1 t a brother in Almexicoexico it told his
n xr gfpt dulierew here liehe died howbow he died and
htihww irli angw helie had beebeenn dead and allau the cir-
e aUattendingending his departure for mex
wokeo incidents known only to the person ask-
ing

as-
kin the questions

on one occasionoccaaionbion it told a gentleman from
a road thaterit rhine lieile left holophoine one cf hs

children had died and that his wife was then
veryveo sick the next day he received a tele-
graphic despatch giving the information and
desiring his immediate return and BOso on in
numberless instances

on tiletiie other hand a gentleman called for
the spirit of his mother and it stated all the
circumstances of her death age ac but
unfortunately for the spirit the mother is al-
iveiveananddwellwellweli to another it told that it would
tell the town in england where he was born
which it failed to do to another it proposed
to tell the number since the death of
bis father this also it failed to do

in communicating it generally raps on tilethe
floor or table and frequentlyfrequently on the limbs or
feet of the person conversing it will also
answer questions proposed to it in any lan-
guage and frequently questions proposed
mentally other demonstrations it makes
it will call for a pencil and paper to be put
on the floor under the table on which it will
write its communications writing more in
givefive minutes than a person can in halfhalt an
hour it will move a heavy solar lamp from
one table to another and back again turn a
table over and turn it back and again cause
it to slide or move from one part of the room
to another it will hold it fast to the floor so

person can lift or move it it will stop
a clock close a door and hold it cause the
house to shake as ifft were coming down

on one occasion it called the family in tilethe
night saying that a person was in the yard
they arose and looking out the window saw a
man stealing clothes from the line on anoth-
er occasion while in communication with a
company of visitors it stated that a house in
the neighborhood was on fire on going to it
they found the family away the fire in the
stove fallen out and tilethe floor on fire

A gentleman from albany while makinmaking
sport of the hanifemanifestationsstations received a severealvere
blow on the side of his headheld which nearlynearby
forced him from his chair other instances
similar have occurred persons have had
their feet confined to tilethe floor a foot suspen-
ded and not able to put it down a limb put in
rapid motion and not able to stay it while
standing unable to sit down and when sittisittingng
unable to rise wherever these girls are
there these mysteries take place

the following account of the discovery of
chloroform in this country is from the pen
of samuel guthrie esq of sackettsSacketts har-
bor N Y liehe igis known to tilethe editors of
the commercial advertiser to whom he
wrote the letter from which wowe makeinake this ex-
tract as an able chemist

in makinmahinmakingg experiments some eighteen
years fudago with chlorine and alcohol I1 ob
tatunedined a new product having the propirlies
ol01 the chircalrchi r nen iahrhf r of the i chemchicht insinn
with I1 suppo d itaf be i elleliit tcilil As
I1 first obtained it it was in solution in alco-
hol in con of its pleas int flavor
and the delightfullulful sensation it priidu edpd when
taken into tthe stomach it was r ealy sou lit
for in my neighborhood as an exi I1 iranirad i

drink after seeing its effects in prodieproducingang
ala higher211her degree of jollification and mirth than
I1 had1ad ever seen from intoxicating drinksdrink e
and finding that I1 was introducing a danger-
ous auxiliary to the cause of inintemperance I1
refused peremptorily ever to sell another drop
to be used as an exciting beverage

from seeing its surprising powers in resto-
ring a daughter nearly dead from the ear as

of burning charcoal in a close room and oth-
er known qualities I1 thought it might prove
of much value in asiatic cholera and while
that disease was traversing this continent I1
sent it into canada new yorkfork new haven
ac in the hope that it might be tested in
that frightful disease

when first obtained it was in solution in
alcohol and my first object was to separate it
from all foreign matter and to present it in a
state of absolute purity this I1 effected on
the oth ofjanuary 1832 by concentrating it
to a specific gravity of an accartaccount
of the discovery and improvements in con-
structingting it up to that time was published in
the american journal of science and art by
professor silliman

it was important to find a more simplesimpie
mode of concentration than any I1 had used
and finding it was very sparingly soluble in
water I1 concluded that low proof spirits
might be used instead of alcohol inin genera-
ting it and that the product might behe washed
freely with water and thus freed from alco-
hol the trial was made and resulted in
complete success

to giveivelve an idea how easily and rapidly
chloroform may be made and of great purity
and strength avillI1 will detail one operation made
in 1832 from which course I1 harehave never
since had oceaoccasionsionslon to deviate

into a gallon copper still I1 paired
gallons of common whiskey and then

plunged in ibslbs of chloride of lilaotiliiailia thestill became instantly hot and benabefibefogwipwiorip01I1 had
on the head I1 had a full streamilofof chlo-

roform from the still worm it continuedcontiaued to
run freely for some time without fuel when
the product ceased to come over sweet I1 re-
moved the receiver and ran off the
der of the spirit for future use the product
was re distilled from a profusion of waterwaner or
was well washed in some five or six waterswatern
when it hadreached a specific gritgriLgravityvity 41
from 2000 lbsibslb of ordinary chloride afteme I1
obtained nearly lbsibs of

SLAVERY IN THE UNITED STATES
the people of the united states atouvet this

timetune so circumstanced aaas to be ineino of
fullytally appreciating either the consecouse of
the institution to themselves or the feelings
which itsi la existence in their councountry excited
iniii the minds offoreigners they lrea P thantharl
any people are exposed to danger from its
existence with a perfectly fil altes
with institutions and mannermagners I1 giveve
rise to and actually demand on tiletiie pertpart ofeyorey
ery citizen the most outspoken of
opinion upon all questions of government and
policy exercising among themselves thetile
most unbounded liberty of speech rest ritFITr
their own political coconstitutionsns ns upon wwllwicjecc
principles of general freedom and appappealingealin
in every discussion upon political powers t 3
NALIMALIunalienableENABLE rights rights which they as-
sert no man can take away which no man
cmci n even TO alienate in such a coyCOT
dhuioni t ionlon ofoi thinthinss the exioteexisteexistencencenee in the midst C

the nation nnan nd in the very bosombesom of the r
faicila li f anin class of human br-
ings sujsoey a to hourly wrong is frightfully
d the true illustration of such in
awful per wammmid 1 ihh mad freak of brbril-
liantly limn inaluaimer pD Ait r magazine and
as if it were gnip L ehaust the forms
of folly in thisthia matter they who are ze 21

to extinguish only increase
the CYev 1 caC gwiscfwise men bavine


