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nized by law, custom and religion as
emlinently proper, such as the re-enter-
ing of a widow into o state of wedlook,

—_—

NE. CRITCBLOW?S GREAT ACT.

Like every showman who under-
stapds bie buslness, Representative
Critechlow has ‘‘worked?” the papers
cleverly for sdvance ooticee of his com-
ing atiractlov. Like many another
show, bis performance Wwhen It comes
to be presefited, Joes not justity the
expectations that bad been rajsed con-
cerning if. L{tbose who read the ad.
vertisewents wWhose insertion ° he
procured 1n Yeeterday mornlog’s
papers, bave waded thie morning
through the ocommunication then
promisei, and sarvive tbe ordeal, they
need no lexlc grapher to te!ll them
what the word “disapprintment?’
meapns, The genileman’s travall bas
been pevere, thal much at least is
evident; the product is a cold, clammy
mepbitiem which can only become ol-
fensive by being poked np. “Parturl.
uot mootes, narcelur rldlculue mue.'

Thr a¢h four weary columns of non-
pareil type] ie ibie mornlog’s Tribuoe,
abont eight tboosand words In all, Mr,
Critehlow comes back to the defenre of
bie gld chatge 86 Lo a myeterious €jun.
1a” pr committee appointed Ly the
Mormon Cburch leaders to dictate and
control leglelation. ‘The Tribune peq-
ple no doubt ivtended wall by Mr.
Critchlow; their paper was the first, In
fact. to air his imaginary grievance.
Bni he bas oo right to make continned
demandes upoD thelr complalsance,
though he tatber Intimstes thal
he has still « few sbote In reserve, to
be fired At n later date. Uolil be
shall (ni6l] this threat, and give some-
thing that hes mot been alrendy an-
awered or that Is worthy of answer,
the Newse bardly fesis like wasting
much appmunilion upen him:

He cnlle bis commnulestion An
“Open Letter.,”” [L jg—s0 open that
there ja no trouble in seeing through it
sverywhere. He has Introdoced a few
new npames but liitle npew evi-
derge of any value—as n sample,
ohseive the lmportance he nesCribes
to the nimble note-book of Coun.
¢ilman Dale, wha is made to sppear aes
having the bahit of dotiing down the
names of Lhe alleged *‘junta’” when
given to him by patsengers on raliway
traipe and in busines® bonaes in this
city. Then tbere s what Mr, Moneon
paid, and Mr. Koerr and others, aleo
what Mr, Oriteblow bimeelf sald or
wrote to varlous persocns at various
times—tremendous evideoce surely,
yet claimed by him yesterday to be no
lesn ptrong circumtantiafiy Lhao had
sufficed to bang men before thie. If he
thinks it 18 slrong encUeh to hang any
men here and now, he Is pitifully and
egregiously mistaken. The public will
not bave moch uee for the judginent of
an attorney who would rest hla case
on such evidence; though be would
not he without his uses in furvishiog
fun for the delendant and witnesses
and jury.

Mr, Critcblow'’s flrat jetter had the
merit of direclness and of appareat
slocerity, though its fears were base-
less, This letter hue none of the merjt
first-named, while as to the latter

element there 18 notbing but
A ApeOlons, labored, sophistigal
plea formed out of scanty material hut
the best at baod. We belleve the
NEws article on the subject last Mon-
Uuny completely apswered all that he
bad then or hnrs now sald, We be-
lieve it apewera ali he capD say, for il
is the truth and nothing bat the truth,
He and his readers ougbt to peruee
tbhat article dally and diiigently unti}l
they can go to their pesceful couch
withon! seelog ppooks between the
tlagkets aod under the bed,

_— . —

RUSSLIAN STUNDISTS.

Quite often reference ie made in the
preea to o religious sect In Ruesia
known a8 Btundiste. They have sul-
fered muoch persecutlon, and the sym-
pathy ol Christlage ail over the werld
uan beep enlisted in their bebalf. Yet,
reports concerning tbelr teoets and

numerical atrength have been &0 coa-
icadiotory as to lenve the outslde world
practicaily in Igoorance on these
points. Now it nppevsrs ibat Prof. Godet,
who has made the entject 8 speclai
stndy, furnishee In =& Tecently
1weuea brychure relisble informa.
1lon concerning these diesepnters from
the Ruseian cburch, In asynopsis ot
hie pampblet publisned io the Literary
Digest, thv followlng points are of
specia) intarest.

Toe Btundisla bave ne common eon-
fesslon of,faith, They acknowledge
only Lhe Blble, tbe interpretative of
whicb is left to ibeir appointed teach-
ers. They bave, bowevel, some com-
mon tenets, ‘They Treject infanl
bapliem and regard the Lord’a Bupper
ae a memotial feast only- They are
d'ligent students of tbe Bible and are
noted fot cleanliness, bonesty and
temperance. '

As they bave no coitnmon creed, they
bave no fixed organization. At the bead
of thelr congregationa are preshytsets
and elders, and for these offices older
and experienced wen gensraily are
selected. Thege lead Lhe public meet.
ings nod fligiate al marriages and
funerals. Toey are expected to be
weill verred in tbe Beriptures and to
visit the members of tbejr congrega.
tion for their iostruclion, eungcourage-
menl and guidanee, Tbey labor with
their own banids and perve the con-
gregalion witbout remunperation.
Thers Are erlsc deacons, generslly
younger mer, whose duty it is (o look
to the pick and poor, to keep records
and occesionally take the place of the
elders when required.

As to the publie services, they
tiave no regulsr cburchee, but wor-
sbip in some large ball or in private
hourere. When the members enter,
they salute each other with & fraternal
kizr. Women and men slt apart. Thbe
servige opens with a hymuo. Then the
elder reade achapter of the Bible and
comments on it, and eacb one present
18 allowed to make renmiarks, ‘\Women
are not permitted to preach, sitbough
they may pray in public.

Tune order of marriage as obeerved
among the Btuuvalsts 12 pecullar. The
patents of the bride and bridegroom
present the couple to ihe elder, He
apks t(hem Il they wish to enter
the mutrimouial state, if they love

one another and if there Is
any compulsion in the matier, These
questions being eatlefactorily sap-
swered, the uniow is senled by einging
and prayer. The bridegroom embraces
his brive, and the ceremcoy is ended.

From tbhis it ia appatent that the
Standists of Russia represent in that
cvantry the grest religieus under-
curtent that obtajped renewed force
by the Reformation of Luther and pen-
etrated various countries, ssyoming
different namee—A vabaplists, Menno-
pites, Baptiets, ete. They mreem lo
nave preserved the spirit of the
Reformation with great conservatlem.
The reason why they bave snffered so
much {in Russia i probahly nolon ac-
count nf their peculiarreliginus tenets,
but because they are looked upon aa
Jangerous to the ptate, Thelr marriage
ceremony, for inetance, ip Jooked upon
as o violntlon of the law, whigh gives
1o the establisbed cburch Lthe authorily
to solemnize such unions. Xndless
compliontions Are sure to ensue, the
chifuren  belng reyarded as illegiti-
mate, just as was the case in Lbe

Seapdinnvien countries before the
leganlization of clvil marriage
contracts. Then they positively

refuse to cBrry arms, though bow Lbhey
can escape military duty in Ruesls, ex-
cept by spending their 1ife in prison,
te pot easlly understood. They have
other peculiar vlews. They regard
the taking of interest on money a sin,
and believe the zgrarian property
laws of Russin are wrong. Alitbls, of
coutse, furnisbhee the civil authorities
with a caues of persecutico whieb
bas been treely indulzed in since 1870.

There are nubderous eects ana religi-
ous factlong fo Russis,but most of them
present only difterent eldes and shadea
of the great ortbodox cburch, The
Stnnodlsis’ faith ia a foreign element to
Ruesin, and it j8 Dot improbable that
the ptinciples it embodies will prove
the precursot of Lhe Gaspel, #s similar
prineiples bave been in other counlries
of the Buropean continent, A peaple
free irem staguacl creede and an
artogant clergy, beot on the investiga-
tion of the Boriptures and ‘inepired
with heroic faith, cannot be whnolly
unprepared for itbe testimony of tbe
Bon of God.

MISSIONARY INCILENTS

Elder Charles L. Olsen, writing
from Qiocinnati, Obio, nnder date of
the 10th inst., eende, as a clipping from
the Clpeinuati Post of the Tib,s apecial
dispzlob from Lbis city on the “*Mor.
men Manifesto,” the subject of course
belng the declaration of the Chureh
leaders us to high cfficers 1u the Priest-
bvod coubeeling with aod oblainiog
the approval of their associales be-
fure engaging In any other porsult
that would Swithd;aw them from the
evcleslastical duotles they are pledged
to perform. Lo answer to thies Jdispaloh,
which fo some respects malerialliy dis-
torted the =ctial 1acts, Eilder (leen
wrote to the Pust pointing ouc the
difterence between the status of tbe
Church of Jesus Obriat of Latter-day
Salote aod that of any other religlons
organization; that with the former tbe
ptomulgation of the Gospel, as With
the Master Himeell and His disciples,



