AND SPECULATORS.

THE siatus of the waterworks exhl-
Lits one of the peculisritiea of *‘Liber-
al* municipal government. Attention

was direoted to it by a resolution in-
troduced in the Council last evening in
relation to the extension of watermains
to Jocalities where their existerce is of
no present benefit to water-takers.
This meansthat the expenditure was
worse than useless. It was money
thrown away for the time belng, so
far a3 actual residents and the city are
concerned. BSBome of the localities
to which mains have been laid have
no population, except in the mind’s
eye of land speculators. The real es-
tate owbers at whose requests the nipe-
laying ' was ddne ure snug enough.
They paid their proportion of the
expense. They then sold the
scrip issued to them by the city
at a discount te anybody that
would purchase it to pay water-
rates with, thus getting back the
bulk of thelr money. The elty isthe
Joser by the transaction, ans ipstead of
getting cash payments for-rates, it re-
ceives back the scrip issued to specula-
tors, while the latter re-pucket the
cash they originally psid out, less the
discount on the scrip,

Btaternents were made by Mr. Rioch
to the effeot that the maine had becn
Jald to inhabited districts—Iucern and
sagebruch patches. A little person by
the name of Wantland—unfertunately
a member of the Cuuncil-—guesti ned
the vorrectness of the statement, Thin
{s not surprising, as this infinitesimal
resolver is in the habit of exhibiting
hia ignorance —real or assumed—cn a
varlety of subjectz, Thin pe[l){):ary gen-
tleman is Dot even aware ofwbe fact,
we presume, that the public are begin-
ning to regard him as being 80 Intoxt-
eated with the exuberance of self-
importance that he does not know how
to ehow, in hils deportment, s sug-
gestion of modesty. Buch effer-
veecent individuals as he socon
make themselves peneral nuisances
in a deliberative assembly, Bo far as
they are concerned dignified delibera-
tion is a non-existent quantity, MNer,
Wantland is alwayaelopping over with
resnlutions and surface obaervationa.

I1f Mr. Wantland or any other mem-
ber of the City Council is not informed
as to the extent to which the “Lib-
ern*’ government has played into the
handa of land speculators to the detri-
ment of the commonwealth, the way
to obtain Informatlon I8 open. ILat
them go down Third East street and
they will see, between KEighth and
Tenth south, that the watermains have
been laid along five-acre blocks whetre
not one butlding has yet been erected.
They have been placed In that loeality
around severnisides of one particular
block where there is but one house—
that ~of Mr. Bushy., All this
has been dJdone in the interest of
real estate boomers, and (o the
detriment of the city and its
people. It might also possibly en-
lighten Mr. Wantland on the same
pubject if he were to wander westward
beyond the river Jordan, where the
same evidences of jobbery exist, the
watermaips having been taken out ip
that direction, mot for the benefit of
watertakers, but to enhance the value
of uninhabited real estats, ’

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

THE HEALING THE SICK.

ABSO0IATED ‘prese reports have
caused some comment from various
publie journals over an incident #aid to
have ocourred at the late Conference of
the ‘“‘Jugephites’’ at Independence,
Missouri. The press dispateh stated

that a day bhad been appointed for
healing the sick by the laying on of
bands, that many afllicted persons
were |n atiendance, but no cures were
effected. The papers that take this
telogram for truth, of course find
a gond deal of amusement in ft, and
the remarkes they mate are not alto-
ether complimentary or indicative of
alth in **miraculous healing.”?

Among the editorlal dirqulsitions
evoked by the subject was one from
the ‘‘Liberal’’ organ in this city. It
went further than the ordinary Jerisive
newspaper article, and attempted to
enter Into the prineiple of the healicg
power, to define Its Hmite and to give
advice to the Church as to what it
should and should net do in relation to
its exercise.

It sugyested that “‘this laylng on of
bhands ie not a promiscuocus gift.”> That
“‘there is occasionally a human being
of wonderful magnetic power.”” " That
‘“‘when such a person finds another

whoee nerves areshatiered,the stronger | -

person can exercise a healing influence
on the weaker.’’ That “when a Chureh
finds suclhh a man they rhould work
him for al} the hesllng and all therep-
utation there is in him,’? That %in
that way the Church would get credit.!?
That when a man who has pot this
gift “lays his clumsy fingers on a deli-
oate child,* it is ‘‘a sin against com-
mon pense if not against God,”” And
if the child Jies, It is enough to make
‘“‘the ordinary man*’ feel like *callin
on his shotgun, filling each barrel with
twelve good buckshot, and going on a
hunt to exterminate healers.”” « The
writer, too, scems to be under the im-
pression that the Churelh assumes that
‘*when a man goesthrough certain forma
and makes ceriain confesslons, and is
properly blessed and  sprinkled and
hoodooed, in some incomprehensible
way that gitt is beatowed upon him.*’

Now to come down to facts: In the
first place the prees dispateh which has
provoked these various commente was
incorrect, There was no such day
appointed or display attempted as tele-
graphed to the country. SBome pereons
preseut at tbe ‘“Josephite’” gathering
testified to Laving been healed by
prayer aud the laylng on of hands.
With all the mistukes of that body, it
has not, so far a8 we are aware, made
eny attempt at claiming power to heal
at will, or to make an exhibition of
sacred gilts or Lo take to itself the glory
which belonge to G d alune.

In the next place, when profersedly
Chrietian papers ridicule the laying on
of hande for the healing of the sick
they ridicule Christ and a tenetof
New Testament Christianity. Further,
the Church of Jesue Christ of Latter-
duy Baints, commonly ecalied “Mor-
mon,”? which holde to that as well
ne all other parts of the primitive
Christlan ¢reed, does not think that
the fact that. » man bhas gone through
certain formes and ceremonies, What-
ever they may be, endows him with
the gift of heallng, or that this gift in
s matterof priestly suthority.
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As to “the laylng on of hands” belng
“a promlscous gift’? we have this to
say: That is nota “giit”’ at all. Heal-
ing is another matter. Anyone who
believes may Iy hande upon the sick.
That is part of Christ’s Jootrine, or
Christianity., See Mark xvi, 17,18. I:’
the siek recover, the result iathe effec
of faith, Christ taught that faith was
a force. According to His doctrine
things that are ordinarily impossible
thay be wrought by faith. Amoung
them is the healing of the sick. 'I‘lae
manifestations of power unde‘r His ad-
minietratione were not ° |ﬂagnetlc
power over shaltered nerves. Thﬁjy
were the effects of falth, so He sald.
“Gothy way, thy faith hath madetheg
whole,” was His word to the rgslored
leper, blind, lame or otherwise diseaae
or afflicted persop. ‘All t_hlng,t: are
possible to them that believe, ll:la
principle of genuine Christian phi-

losophy.

Bll:t Si!n the early Chrlstian Chur(t!‘h
there was an ordinance for the bene dl
of the sick, They wereto be snoll:ljte
with oil and prayed over, the Elders
laying bands upon them. But l‘s wasg
‘‘the prayer of faith?’ that was to savcz
the sick,”” and it was the Lord tha
was to “raise them up,’’ not a rnagnesl;c
action upon ghattered Derves e
James v, 14, 15,
The C'hur’ch in those days did not
claim any *‘credit’’ for the heb}lluga
that were wrought in this way, nof
duesthe Church ciaim or wani ADY
t‘gredit”’ now, because the power exér-
cised is from God and theglory b(;'
longs to Him =slone. That erltr:
ready to manifest it now th_rough' a n
os much ag at any former time, is v;e
known te thousapds of Lattert- Il‘ti
Saints who have seen and fel :
opetatlions in a]l Kkinds of marvels,
which some people call miracies, a8

£ | instantaneous apd wonderful As a0y~

r the New

i Ido
thing recorded in the O given to

Testament. But they are not

bring *‘credit to the Church,’’ nor to.

be bossted of, nor to be displayed, nor
to make ak:aptlca pelieve. They aurg
the effects, not the cause of falth, a d
they are for the benefit of believe
and the glory of God.

It ig true that there are
have ¢the gift of healing.*? Tliwll‘r
vety touch fis svothing to the Btcoi
Healing virtue sests flow ct)]u o
them when they Iay their anho
on thg affileted, There are others wl’or
have faith to be heaied, It ise€asy I
them to obtain rellef, even 1 0o siﬁﬁ)su
gift of bealing is poasessed by =
who administer to them the o;dlnagm
appointed for the sick. T emtlons
varlous gifte which are m_unifes:; lgus
uf the Bpirit of God through di eian':s
individuale, adapted to their orga:n gme
and according to their falth. Eu o
general] form for the good of t’ e onco’
anointing with oi} and the lay_nhg calil
hands of the Elders ie establishe iE
the Church, and there are th()l‘.lsavn
of wilnesses as toits geuernl efficacy.

. H l_
But suppose in spite of the admin
stration (ﬂi)t.his ord i‘:lance A eh‘l'ld Bh:;;l‘:g
die, Would there be &D¥ c?jm et
supfe’ inj*“loading s shotgun &0 go ?,g’
oo a hunt to exterminnie hea.]emm3
ls It not  often thel lc:m
that in epi‘e of all the powders,p aﬁand’
potions, learning, exp?nenc%i]dren‘
skill of the best physicians, L \odly?
die, pometimes very unexpec e
Does any sane person talk thenl}’

persons who



