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to hold meetings in. Until the last school
election we have held monthiy meetings
in the school house of this uistrict; but
in the words of one of the local preach-
ers, the Mormons were maturing too
fast, hence 1t was closed against us
But the good work goes on and what
‘was intended as a hindrance is turning
out to be a help. As a rule the people
are anxious to read our tracts, and we
are allaying a great deal of prejudice.
We have had a great deal of rain fall
during the last week, accompamed by
heavy winds, which have dome some
damage In many parts ot the country.
Your paper has net been coming to us
in the past, and we would esteem it a
great favor if you would place our names
on the subscription list
VicTtor E, CANDLAND.
THoMas W. EGGETT.

EASTERN STATES MISSION.

48 Sands St, Brooklyn New York.
May 14th, 18g6.

An outline of our condition in this
corner of the vineyard may be of in
terest to your readers The Eastern
.States mission is practically a new field.
This most thickly-settled part of our
great republic is virgin soil for the Gos-
pel. A new geperation has grown up
since the good work of the early
missionaries, and bundreds of thousands
of people here have never seen nor
heard a Mormon. There are at present
twently Eldes in this mission,distributed
as ftollows: Seven mm New York siate,
five in Pennsylvania, six in the New
England states and two in Canada. New
Jersey is occasionally visiied by Elders
from Brooklyn, which is our headquar-
ters. and where at present 1l am located.
Four of the New England states are just
now without Elders.

This mission is a very important one,
and considering our numbers, a good
work is being done. Bapiisms in some
parts are quite [recﬂuem. laquiries are
coming in from all sides. Eiger 5. W.
Richards, our president, is in cormmuni
cation with several prominent peopie.
One of them, a Jewish scholar in New
York, and connected with a periodical,
printed in Hebrew, has become greatly
interested in the work, and has offered
space in his paper for an occasional ex-
position of our doctrine.

A young Armenian became a convert
recently, and intends to translate some
of our tracts into his native language.
There are over 10,000 Armenians In this
mission.

The people in this Immediate locality
are very indifferent to religion. They
think they have enough of it, and so
they have, ot a kind; there are eleven
hundred churches in Greater New York
alone. The lidea is widely prevalent
that any religion will save a man il he
is sincere—one church is as good as
another. This doctrine appeals to the
masses because of its seeming liberality,
and with sell satisfaction they enter the
gate that 1s wide, and tread the way that
is broad, to destruction.

D. J. WarrTs.

LISTENING TO QUR FUNERAL SERMON

Mc MinNvILLE, Warren Co. Tenn.
May 12th, 1896
On March 28th, Elder E. S. Larson,
of Coveville Cache county, Utah, and
the writer left Nashville, for the purpose
of revisiting Saints and friends in the

Middle Tennessec conterence; ali of
those we have so tar visited have re
ceived us with the kindest of treatment

Most of the opposition we have so far
encountered has come from those who
profess tu be teaching the Gospel of
Christ, yet they seem to have either for
gotten, or clse never knew that great
lesson whicn He gave to men, “Love
thy neighbor as thyself * OQne a preacher
of tnirty-nine years’ experience, under-
took 10 show us the error of our ways,
and ma¢e such a success (?) of it that we
felt justified in calling him to repemtance.

During the past two weeks we have
heid seventeen well attended meetings,
ten of which were held last week near
Altamont, the seat of Grundy county.
This s0 aroused our enemies, that when
we were about to leave we were in-
formed that a preacher had been sent to
meet us in debate We told the people
that debates and discussions were
against our teachings; that while we
were ever anxious and willing to defend
our principles, we were opposed to con-
tenkion or strile of any kind As we did
not wish the people to think that we
were cowards, by running away, we de
cided to remain over Sundav.

On Saturday evening last, before a
good sized audience we delivered an
address upon the *‘Book of Mormon "
irom both a Bible and a historical stand-
point, explaining to them what that book
was, also telling them that if they hadl
not already heard some oi the many
stories about the so-called “Mormon or
go den Bible ' thev no doubt would do
at sonie time in the tuture. Our remarks
upon this point were verified on the day
following.

Sunday morning we attended the
Chrisnnan (Campbellite} Sunday school.-
1t was announced that there would be a
debate there in the afiernoon between
Mr. Stubbiefield and the Mormon Elders,
providing the former could get there.
We were asked il we had anything to
say. Eider Larson again told them that
we were not out in the world for the
purpose of contending with men, but for
1he purpose ot preaching the true and
everlasting Gospel; yet. if we were chal-
lenged we would Cfclend our teachings,
but only after a written agreement had
been entered into by both sides, setting
forth that we would use King james’s
translation of the Bible as our text book,
ne annpunced that if Mr. Stubblefield
did not come we would hold mecting at’
3 p. m.

As the hour approached the people
began to gather in goodly numbers. A
few minutes before the hour set, two
light buggies drove up, one contaiming
Dr. Doyie and wife, the other Professor
Denton, of Viola college, and wife At
this lime we were talking with twelve
or fourteen men near the school house.
Neither of the gentlemen came to us
but entered the house A young man

resent who bad apparently taken upun

imsel! the honors of “‘high chiefl master
tf ceremony,” informed us that Mr.

Stubblefield had am appointment and

could not come, but had sent these
gent emnen to debate with us. We told
him that under ne consideration would
we debate untess chalienged, and then
only upon the teachings of King James's
translation of the Bible. This was con-
veyed to those inside; they sent word
back to know if we wotld answer alew
questions publicly. Finally we suc
ceeded in impressing upon the mind of
the young man, that we had stated our

position and from that we did not intend
to deviate in the least. If they wished
to preach they could do so, which they
did, we attending to listen to our own
funerat sermon, so called, Professor
Denton preaching it for an flour, taking
as his text second Tim. thurd verse, which
he read. and then, in hisenchusiasm and
zeal to bury us good and deep, he for-
got to mention again Like the Elders
many times betore we sat

*‘Listening ta that stary old,

The mustiest stary ever told.”

He gave them all that we had told
them the night before they could ex-
pect about the Book of Mormoun. He
told them that those in their mi 1st might
be good men, but If so, like ‘“‘old dog
Tray,” they were in bad company, This
so impressed his hearers thai after meet-
ing we had more invilations t0 go home
with people than we, could have filed
in a week.

As a resubt of this great exposure (?) of
Mormonism we have niore true [riends
m that part of the world than ever be-
fore lothe evening we hetd a well at-
tended meeting.

We were also challenged for adebate
by one Erastus Hibbarv, a preacher at
Altanmiont, who was very anxious to
meet us in public discussion *'in order
that the people might have a chance to
judge between truth and error.’* He
was Informed that we could ohlige him,
but both stdes must use the Bivie asa
text book and that too without any pri-
vate inierpretations. Upon hearing this
he remarked, *“If it is the Lord’s will
that we should meet, we will do s0.”

T'here is nothing that seems to scare
some preachers Sso scom as that book
from which they claim to be teaching the
plan of life and salvation.

Space itorbids mentioning all who have
been kind to us in this neighborhood;
prominent among them is W. L Tan-
ner and family whose latchstring always
hangs on the outside ot the door, and
whose table is ever spread for the El-
der-; also A A. Knott, a few miles west
of here, with whom we stayed a few
nights ago. He is making an addition
to his house and told us that he '‘was
buildiog it it so that he could treat us in
a more hosiile manner *

Weather, also heaith and spirits of El-
der Larson and myself 100 in the
shade. W. J. SLoan.

AT MANARD AND BLACKGUN.

ManNarp, Cherokee Nation, 1. T,
May z24th, 18¢6.

We ask for space in your columns that
those interested in the cause of truth
may knmow whatis being done for the
sons and daughters, {who are a remnant
of the house of Joseph) that now inhabit
the wilds of the Indian Territory.

Pursuant to a call from our secretary
W. D. Bowring, our semi annual con-
ference convened on May Ioth, 1866,
At 10 a. m,the meeling was opened;
P. H Margetis, president; William Spill-
man was appoinled secretary. There
were on the stand Elders W. D, Bowring,
W. E. Newman, W. H. Green, H.
Anderson, |. A. Eardlev, H W. Noble,
J. J. Richardson, P. M. Oldroyd, D T.
Hawkley and W. A. Turner, A spirit
ot peace and love pervaded the whole
congregation.

We opened our morning services by
singing, prayer was offered up by Elder
H. W. Noble; singing.




