REMARKS

PRESIBENT GEORGE (, CASNON

At the Tabernacle, Sait Lake Uly, Sun
day, Sepi. 24th, 1883,

REPORT1ED BY ARTHUR WINTER.

I have been very wuch Intere-ted in
the remoikethat hnve beel lusde by K-
uer Moses [bhatcher,and [ am sure that
when 1 ~ay we were ¥ludg 10 bGeasr his
volce once more o our wmidst 1 ooy
express the leslings of every heart.
Be has bud a very scvere il.uess, and
for & while bis life seemed to be aimost
pearlng it8 close; but the Lory, in sn-
awer to prayer, coupled with good
pureipy and ¢are, bas resiored him to
compsrative hesith, and 1 nm very
glay 1o bear him epeak s he hastouny.
I can hear teatimouny to the truihs he
hae proken coucernin. the Gospel apu
the divinity of the miesiou of the
Prophet Jurepns and the {utufe of thin
w.rk. Amndthie I» the jrivilege that
we all bave, This coustitutes Lhe
sireugth of this lelterday work.
Every mMan ald WwWOmsn coenuecled
with 1t bus  the priviige ol
gpowlng for himselt sud  her-
aplf respecting tbe tru.bs that are
taupnl by the HEjders of this Churet,
The lsord bae given His Holy spirn
to every one whu has vheyed ihe Gos-

| in sincerity and in truth; and how-
ever llitle they may kyow lu some
directiong, cur Father, 1o His influite
kipuLess, has given Lhem n hnowleuge
in that direction which 18 uf the utmont
jmportaoce lo them coucerniog thel.
galvation. A mau may bot be very
learned; he may pot know much about
tuescieuces of the World; be may uvot
pe nble tu compteheny muny prioeiples
that 8re laught, bt when the viial

rinciples of Luth cunmeted with
maL’s salvation are set forth in h's
penring be I8 avile Lo discern trutu
from €rror anu to , raep the truth suu
testity to 11, This makes bim B power.
And When thousands are uniled whe
are 1b pussession of Lhis gift, 1L makes
« mighty power in tbe earth.

The First Presldency have just re-
turued from Cbicago, ag doubtliss you
alj know. We have bad » very loter.
esting visit.  Preeideut Woudrufl's
heaith, notwithstanding we had sowe
littte fear about his enduring the
fatigwe of the journey, ls better, I be-
ljeve, thau it bas been a‘ince the dedi-
eation of the Temple. He bae re-
ouived benefit physically from the
trip. Belug with the choir waes a
wource of coutivued delight to us, to
gee the manpner in which the choir
acquitted iteelf, the characwer of the
rece ptious which were given to 1_t, and
the goou feeliog that was manilested
op every band. It bas ofien been re-
marked siuce tbe chotr leit here that
their visit wiwld te prodoolive wl
greater Lood thuy ajmost any nurnber
ol missivoaries. [ sm prepared to he-
lleve this ststemeni. It shows bow
the influence ol itbis work is goiog
torth. We bave au exhibition ot the
mpanner ino which ¢ur Father aau
diepel prejudice and rofien the bearts
of the pevple, Be He promised He
would Ju {rom ime to time, 1o benals
of Hie church, Suppose 1t had been
anoounced ive yenrs uge tuat withio
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that period the Tabernacle choir would
go to Chicego and entef upon a
musical contest to which the singlog
organizatious of the whole couuniry
had heen invited to come and partici-
pate, aud that they wounld be received
with bonor eny bhe credited wnh
the best siuging, though ouly receiv.
lug the secopd prize, who could
have believed it? [t wouly bave heen
a ditfleult matter for the people to Have
compreheuded, unuer the, theu exist-
iug circumetanoes, Aud to be told that
audiences, after baving paid a doliar
for admiseion, Would 88k to have sting
that bymu which I8 80 pweet to our
enrs, the compoeition of Sister Eijza R,
Buow, 0, my Fatber, Thou that u wel.
leet,’? ete., woulu have rounded in-
credible tothe bulk of the pevpie. But
it showe what the Lord can Jde.

At Chicago everything went off in
the 1ost pleasant manoer. It would
be difficult to ask for Kinder treatment;
io faot, 1 o uot see how iL could be
given to ue. 1 1eel very thaukiul that
tbie is the pase. [ am thankful to see
people free from prejudice; Lo ses Lhem
look at the Latter-d y Sainilg as they
truly are; to see os io our true iighy,
und recognize the fact that we are
strugghing, with them, lo cur way, to
advance the bumanp family aod to
make progrees. For theve s aspirit pf
proyrees abroad Io the worlu uL the
preseut tizoe—a ulsposition to improv..,
Of course, there are uifferences o
views ns to how Lhis progiees shall e
effected, and toe methous that aball be
adupted to achieve the ende,. Naturally,
we Lhiuk that our method 18 the best,
Others have not agreed with us in this
view. But people now are almost con:-
pelivd to acknowleuge that, with ail
vur alleged faults aod eius, we have
been making progreeg, and that we arse
a progreselve people, and that ¢he liveg
which we have avopled as our lines of
progress are worthy of consideration
a _d examiuation, because the results
are puch as to warrant the worly ip
paying attention to thir, Of couree, we
need Dot expect that there will buayy
very greal burry lu acknowledying onr
worth or recognizirg us iu our true
character., The uir bas beeu fliled
with misrepresentation. ‘The very
atmoephere bas beeu sc heclouded with
(alsehood and mierepresentativn that
it has been almost Impoielble to see ue
through it.  But It ie gradually clear-
jog up, apd men apd woomien are be-
gloning to ook st us with different
lighte and to scknowledge that iIndeed
the Latter-day SBainte are accomplish-
ing a great work.

Allusion has been made to our
finaucial matters. I bLeiteve thal o
other communities {f the same in-
debtedoese and obiigations had been
resting upon tbem that have rested
upon us, there would have been a
greal des] more financial trouble than
we have had. There has not been a
fatlure yet of any of our banking foetf-
tutions. But I believe there would
have bee : had it not been for the con-
rervatism of the people and for tbhe
dispositicn to be patient awd oot get
excviteu, [ am delighted ip reesug this
feature of pur character exhjbited and
recogoized. The spirit which the
Gospel brioge 12 among the people.
You can feel it, There js a serenity ot
mind, a calmoess, aid a disposition
pot tu become eXoiled o Lo run to ex.
tremes. [ bave remarked once before

here that in my intercourse with lead-
ing men [ baye enueavored to create
rhe impression ia their miod that we
could he relled untm, and Dot be car-
ried away by every will-o’the-wisp.
This is our tiue character, apd it s
well to bave It unuerstood and kpowp,

Referrine agaiu to Chicago, there 18
at extraordinary spectacle being wit-
unersed there in the convueation of this
parliament of religions, as it iz called.
I suppose all ¢! Yyou who read the
papers know more of less concer:t jug
thie. While we were there, there whe
a Japapeee, & learne: mun, who tvok
the opporiunity aflerdes him-—very
much, bowever, to the visturbance of
8o ot his bearers—iu give his rva.
sune why the Japunese, or the beathen
88 he calied them, did not recelive
Chrnistianity. He hely up the comduct
of the Christianes iu a lLight that was
not very flatteriug to -uz—If we come
within thst category. Alapy rale, @
altacked the conduct vt our nation as a
Christian natiou—aud we are pari ot
the nation—ior the munnoer in which
the Japanese had been treated, and
pald if the frune of Christiapiy as
they had Leeu shown to them were
the genuine fruite or that religivn,
they were not willing to accept Chris-
tianity, I thought that if the | urpose
of thiz partiament of religions wue to
#ep purselves ae others s ug, his ad-
dress would beone of the most prefit
able that hau been uvelivered. It le
vetler to have plaivc taik about faults
and defecis, and bave them set torth
plainly tu a kiond spirit, than it is 10 he
told that we are perfect, "I would
rather lleten to cenbures, it they are
just, and fair criticism upon ouP
methode, than 1o be toid we bad no
fauits, Comwon Beuse cuxht to Leil
every ole tbat we are Dot faultjess.
We nave many faulte, ADu we nave
muny characterisilcs toat ean be prop-
erly criticieey, But, of course, il we
are criticleed, we would hke to be
eriticieed in the right spirit unu with &
proper feoling,

There are some things that are goibg
to puzzie thle pariiament alter a while,
a8 1 view 1t—that 18, the orthodox
Christlan part of it. 1 coosider we nre
Christiane, thougti we ale not recog-
nized alwaye as orthodox. But tbe
ortbhodox Chriatiane in their teachinge
have cohveyed tbe ides that the Savior
came and taughbt truths which bad
pnever heen beard of before in the
wolll. Onespeakerin his address sald
that there bau been some truths that
bhad nDot beeu revealeu until Jeeus
came, and that there had been a preat
many things, lor {oetance in’ the Old
Testamen?, that were sufted to a bar-
barous age, and that the men who
practiced them had npot much konowl-
edgeof God. He alluded to the sacri-
fices under and previcue to the law of
Moees and thought how improper they
were; only suited to u barbarous people
and age. But the inhabitants of the
earth had emergeu from batbarjem and
jgnorance inte ligbt—conveylng the
1dea that Abrabham and Moses and the
pruophets kuew but little concerniug
(Gou snou tbhe plan of ealvation as taught
by the Lord Jesus Christ. But bere
come the Buddhista and the fpllowers
of Conlucius and they prove tuat ivng
pefore the Savier was born many of
the truths which He proclaimed were
taught by their leading men. This I8
Jikesy to furnish good ground for infi-



