758

THE DESERET NEWS.

Dec. 20

DITORIALS.

UTAH’S EDUCATIONAL AND
INVENTIVE STATUS.

. —

THE charge made against Utah that
her leading-men are opposed to ed-
ucation is entirely refuted by the fig-
ures of the United States census,
which show that her ratio of illiters
aey is below that of ftwenty-six of
the States and Terrltories, The

annexed list gives the percentage of
persons ten years of age and up-
wards who are unable to read, It is
taken from the ocensus report, and
allowance' being made for some
parts of the Union where as good =
showing as possible has been at-
tem s the position of Utah can-
not but be gratifying to her people:
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Equally incorrect with the charge.
of Utah’s lack of education is a pre.
valent idea that Utah has no inyen-
The report of the'
Commissioners of Patents for the.
year 1881 shows that in this respect!
she Is in advance of eighteen States

tive geniuns.

a.rud Territories, The total number:
0
the year 1881 was 15,118 Of these
Utan obtained 17. The following!

shows the names of the States and|

Territories having a lower number!

of patents in proportion to thei
population than Utah:

patents in the United States in

y

ined that they could sell liguor
on the sly, or, being discovered,
would find ,protection in the higher
courts of the Territory if convicted

city ordinances.

| Last July two persons, C. H.
Smith and W. C. Buck,were caught
gelling liquor by a *‘spofter’ em-
ployed by the city authorilies, and
were found guilty and fined by Al
derman Cummings, who is also ex
officio Justice of the Peace. They
appealed to the Third District Court
and on Wednesday, December 6th,
their case came up for trial before
Judge Emerson at Ogden. J. L.
Rawlins, Ksq., appeared for Logan
City, Higbee and Smith, of Ogden,
and Willard Crawford, Esq., of
Oxford, for ihe defendants,

The jurors were examined by
defendants’ councel cn the question
of polygamy, and one, dechning to
answer, was challenged for cause.
Judge Emerson promptly overruled
the objection, when the juror was

peremptorily challenged, and con-
tinuing this kind of challenging the
panel was exhausted and the case
tbe next terma of
That Judge Emerson was

went over til
court.
right in his ruling is evident from

a perusal of the Fifth Section of the |
Edmnnds® law—although counsel

in the local eourtsof violation of the

'darto make out anything like a.

cause of grievance, and 80 they cite
the figures of the f)alegaba elections
gince 1870 to show that the “*Mor-
mons’ can still outvote the ¢Libe-
rals” by majorities that leave the
memorialists without hope of ‘“‘run-
ning’” this Territory.

Their object is apparent on the face
of their application, and the fallacy
of their ciaims to it are equally ex-
posed, They want to rule Utah
asnd their numbers are as one to five
of the people whom Lhey
enslave. 'I'he most viruient anti-
polygamy Congressman can sec
through their thin pretenses with
half an eye. The Edmunds law
does not go tar enough for them. Of

What numskulls they must be!)

wish tol

has unsettled the
people, and lately in Michigan three
perscns became insane through the
excitement produced by his ravinga.

for the modest sum of one hundred

and three ladies became raving
maniacs in Grand Rapids through at-
tending the religious orgies that he
conducled.

The shouting, delirium and pecu-
liar antics which characterize the
so-called “‘revivale” are as foreigo
to true religion as the drunkenness
that comes from imbioing liguor. In
them the eaying of the Yrophet
Isaiah is fulfilled: ““They are drunk-
en, but not with wine, they stagger,
but not with strong drink.” 'L'he

course not. Nothing will go far

enough for them but full and free
opportunity to ride over and plunder
the people of Utah. They fancy
that they can revive the flames of
passion that burned so flercely dur-
ing the last session, and have gent
District Attorney VanZile to pufl
upon the embers, We admit that
he is a great ‘‘blower,” Le gave
plenty of proof of that during the
recent ‘““Liberal” campaign, but we
do not think he can raise another
anti-‘*Mormon? fire this time, He
is more likely to blow out what lit-

based their objection on the Eighth | tle ealoric is left In the ashes of the

Bection. It provides that it shnll
be a sufficient cause of challenge

burned down agitation, particularly

to | with such bellows as the ‘" Memorial

any persvn drawn as & juryman in | of the Gentiles of Utah.”

any prosecution jor bigam -
% POIS;FI the names of the signers to that

gamy or unlawjul cohabitation,

By the way, we would like to eee

he is or has been living in the prac- | precions instrument of tortare for

tice of bigamy, polygamy, ete., or

have more than one living and un-
divorced wife at the same time, It
is only in cases named in italics
above that such a challenge is to be
allowed, The 1ight to vote and

or emolument, and the right to
serve on a jury are generaliy gov-

the restrictions of the Kighth BSec-
tion of the Edmunds Act and those
in the Fifth Bection are to be differ-
ently applied, each pertalning to a
special object, If1is therefore not a
proper challenge to object to a juror
on account of supposed beliet in or

BT R weennsOD@ Palent to 8,468)) practice of polygamy, unless in
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As facilities for education Increase
Utah will rise higher in the scale of
literacy, and as she grows in othe
respects she will gain a higher plloz
on the list of inventions. And we/
have every reason to believe that,
the productions of the genius of her
sons and daughter will be of a nal
ture to benefit, not destroy mankind,,
and to aid in the subjugation of}
natures forces for the progress an
ultimate perfection of the race in+
stead of fo provide methods for;
human eslaughter. Peace, union
concord and universal enlighten-
ment and brotherhood, are the ob-
Jjeots she desires to achieve. 5
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THE FIGHT FOR TEMPER-
ANCE IN LOGAN CITY. /

IT is pretty well known all over the
Territory that Logan City has made
a vigorous stand for years against
the traffic in intoxlcating drinks,
Its charter permits prohibition, and
the City Council have passed or-
dinances strictly prohibiting the

manufacture, sale or giving away of
intoxicants,

=

ithe first-named defendants, the va-
lidity of the ordinance was tested.
But it was found that the charter
was too plain and definite in giving
prohibitory powers to the City Coun-
cil, and His Honor ruled in its favor,
This is a very important poinf, and
the position taken by Judge Emer-
son upon it will sirengthen the
hands of the supporters of law and
order in the north.

‘We hope the authorities of Logan
City will not be discouraged or dis-
heartened by the temporary obstrue-
tions which have been placed In the
way of strict enforcement of the
law. DBy perseverance they are
bound to win and uphold the digni-
ty of thaiﬁlpmitium Laws when en-
acted should be enforced. Logan is,
in our uPinjun, lone of the places
where rigid anti-liquor rules may
be established an'i enforced. We

,do noi believe they would be practi.
‘eable in Balt Lake City. f we
expect to see the no-license system
‘work successfully in the glorious and
ﬂouriahing valley of Cache, where
“Mormon™ indastry, temperance,
union and progress are so richly ex-
hibited, and where the demon of
drink ought not to be permitted to
reign. Keep up the fight for tem-

Once the Councll made a frial of | Perance and good order!

the license system. But it was
found thatealoons multiplied,drunk-
enness increased, police cases be-
came numerous, and the general
effect of making the traffic legal,
thus taking away the ban imposed
by lJaw upon drinking, and causin
it to be comparatively respeciable,
- wasdecidedly disastrous and against

the peace and welfare of the inhabi-
tants of thai beautiful, thrlf%h and
peaceable city. So prohibition was
revived and has wor very well
indeed, being only hindered in its
benign operations by the lawlesness
of a few individuals, who imag-

MORE ANTI“-MORMON” LEG-
ISLATION DEMANDED.

THE number of votes that the

€| *Mormons” can poll, even when

purged of the polygamy objection,
seems to be the real trouble with
the persons who, elyling themselves
‘“the Gentiles of Utah,”have applied
to Congress for further special repres-
give legislatien, They have to drop
the polygamy cry, partially, in or.

cottage for him by donation, but as
soon &8 he obtained posse

sold it for cash at far below the
purchase
where he
affection,

susceptible Congressmen, We doubt

justify the claim that it is from (he
“Gentiles of Utah.”” There area
few rascally adventurers here who
have the presumption to suppose
that all they say and do is backed

hold an office of public trust, honor | by the non-**Mormon’” ladies and |ful. It brings that *

gentlemen who have made Utah
their home.They act inthe same way
perform. S

etles, and they declare that the

Government of the United States is |

aseailed. IExpose their official de
linquencies or shortcomings, and it
8 “rebellion against the Govern-
ment.” Oppose their assumption
of excessive authority, and 1t is
“‘nullification.” The absurdity ol
their self-importsnce is only ex-
ceeded by the impudence of those
“Liberal’’ fire-brauds who presume
to speak for the ‘“Gentiles or Utah.”
It 1s another edition of the “cheek”
of the three tailors of Tooley Street
in London, who commenced their
grandiloguent manifesto with ** We,
the people of England.”

We do not believe the majority of
the ““Gentiles of Utsh” want any
more disturbance in the way of in-
imical legislation against the *Mor-
ons,” and if they only had the
manliness to throw off the yoke
imposed vpon them by the few ad-
venturers who are plotting the
mischief that distuibs cur local
affalrs, they would say soin a man
ner that would for ever close the
mouths of the miserable scamps
who are bent on mischief and rav-
enous for rapine.
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RELIGIOUS INTOXICATION.

To THE votarles of that kind of
spiritual inebriety known as revival-
ism,the name of Harrison common-
ly called *‘the boy preacher,” has
become notorious. However appro-
priate the title which attaches to

him may have been years ago, it is
not now suitable because he is close-
ly approaching the period Enown as
inic{lidl:h age. His I:n:u:immgmil is to at-
en ose religious gathering, at
which excitement is tgu maing’fea-
ture, and those impressions are de-
sired which -go by the name of
‘“‘conversions.” He talksin a jerky,
disconnected manner,mixing prayer,
objurgations, scripture texts, appeals
to,sinners, threats, expostulations,
verzes of hymne, ete., in a sort of
ejaculatory succotash, and succeeds
in arousing violent emotions in the
hearts of mervous and susceptible
f‘»?]oplu. He has been quite success-
:nmlg:n many pa:ltla ufbthu country in
lishin e object fo

hHTiE hl;red 3 J Pon o
e term hireling is very appro-
priate in his case., He rgamlirda
good wages for his work and wili not
labor  without plentiful pay.
Not long since some of his ad-
mirers purchased and farnished a

seion he

had previously inspired

price, and created disgust | ties

about the ex
in several plsces his perfofmance | legislation.,

influence exercised by the magnetic
orators who figure in those injurious
aflairs,is suppose
be the spirit of the Lord. Ana
yet it is as different from that
divine and sacred power as truth is
from error. The Heoly Spirit is an
intelligent influence. It is a light-
bringer. Its office is to make clear
| and plain divine truth, I{ mani-
fests the things of God. It bLears
witness of the Father and the Son.,
Itis & revealer of that which . is
heavenly. But the excitement that
flows from revival efforts brings no
light or revelation of principle. In-
deed it proauces darkuess of mind
and abnormal conditions of the
body. It works upon the feelings
and has no intellectual effect. That
which is called “conversion’ under

minds ef weak !

The Michigan Methodists hired him |

doliars & week to get up & revival, | do not think any

in the number of suicides prompted
the lawmakers of the Empire State

to attempt something by way of &
check upon  gelf duﬁiemm
which must be generaliy pe.
garded as & crime. W
bas the
right to put out the lamp of his owy
vitality., He did not produce thy
life, he ought not to attempt te de
stroy it. |
Bome people hold tuat no sap
perzon ever atiempted self-murde
T'he facts indicate to the contramy
Men possessed of all the facul
common to their race ay
with extrsordinary will po
have formed the conclusion that lit
is not worth sustaining because g
its difficulties and the struggles ng

d by the deceived to

cesgary to its decent mainienane
and for thator some other reasg
arrived at calmly and rationally
have deliberately cut the :
thread of their mortal existence. [
is argued that they must have beg
insane, But instances are not lack
ing where the suicides were in ag
tive nof all the ordinay
human powers, and exhibited m
peculiar traits of character to mai
them a8 of unsetiled reason, excepl
that which, as may be argued, wa
shown in the one last act of r the
earthly career.

We do not think there is any
thing wrong in the New Yo:k enact
ment against suicide. It will prob
ably deter some unfortunate or mor
bid individuals from making an af
@empt upon their own lives, and

its influence bears no resemblance | thus diminish somewhat the annusl

to that birth of the Spiiit which is

| believes that it is right for & man to | very much if there are sufficient to | ¢ssential to admittance into the

heavenly kingdom, and which fol
lows true repentance and authorized
baptism,

'I'he action of the Holy Spirit upon
the human soul is eminently pcace-
peace which
passeth all understanding.”” Itisa
omforter, as well as a truth re-

erned by diflerent provisious, and |that a few Federal office-holder: | vealer. It quickens the undersiand-
peak of their impropri- | ing and elevates the mind, bright)

eniog and developing the natura-
facuities, but not in an un
natural or unhealthy maaner.
l'he reaction after that exhilaration
which comes from the inspiration of
the Holy Ghost is not a depression
of mind or a despondency of epirii,
or a weakening of the physical pow-
ers. TheBSpirit which brings ligit
is algo the epirit of life. It 18 natu-
ral. 1f does not destroy

or im

elevates, improves, chastens, calms
and satisfies. It fills the being witlh
pleasurabls emotion, but dves not
unsettle the reascn or disturb its
equilibrium; on the contrary, it
strengthens and sustains ali the
powers of mind ana body and aids
them in their natural opsrations.

We regard these “revivals’ as es-
pecially harmful to the publie, and
do not believe that the transient
good they may effect by delerring
people for a time from gross wrong-
doing in certain directions, is
thing to be compared with the eviis
they produce mentally and physi-
cally upon those who are overcome
by the pernicious spirit which they
carry. It emanates from beneath.
With all its pretensions of plety and
exhortations about divine things, its
pictures ofthe terrors of hell,itspsalm-
singing, shouting, **glory”-bellowing
and “Jesus”-caliing, it is from the
Evil One, who has decelved the na-
tiore, and is no aid to the acquisition
of epiritual knowledge, the true con-
version of the soul, or the conform-
ation of the human into the image
of the divine. Such persons as *‘the
boy preacher’” and other mercenary
pulpit contortionists ought to be
sat down upon effectually by belng
let severely alone through all coms
ing time.

- > >

A LAW AGAINST SUICIDE.

ATTEMPTS al self-destruction are
now made criminal in New York.
The new penal code which institutes
many sweeping changes in the ju-
risprudenceof that State, provides
a penalty against suicide. Itrecites

that ‘‘whoever, with intent to
take his own life, commitis any
act dangerous to human life which,
if committed upon or towards an-
other person and followed by death
as a consequence, would render the
perpetrator chargeable with homi.
18 guilty of attempting suicide.”
This attempt is next declared to be
a felony punishable by imprison-
ment In & State prison not exceed-
Ing two years or by a fine of not
more than §1,000, or by both penal-

Ti:mra are diflerences of opinion
diency of this new
t the great increase

compared
great country, but
lous cities and heav

number of suicides., This, howev
remains to be proven, and time “'3
can ehow whether this effect will be
produced, Another result 15 lke)
to be that when persons inclin
to shuffle off *this mortal
start in on that direction, they wil
take precautions to make a clem
Job of 1t, and thus give room in the
world for some other struggile
gainst the tide, and save the
trouble of jhelping him back f
life, as well as the costof his im
prisonment for felony. -
There is one thing that suicides
seldom take into account, and that
is the probability that when they
reach ‘*the other side,””their hurried
intrusion into a piace not prepared
for their reception may be resented
insuch a manner that they wil
wish they had not been so hasty,and
will discover that in trying to escape

pair
the body or any of its functions., It} theevils that they felf, they may

fall into greater sorrows that they
‘knew not of, and #0 to s ‘Jum
vut of the frying pan into the fire.
This world is one of trial and diffi-
culty, but we have no doubt that
experience will prove the benefit of
staying in it until a soperior power
removes us, and of making the besi
of it while we remain.

-

INSTALMENTS ON TAXES.

any-1THe French system of taxation

while it bears some points of re.
semblance to that prevalling in this
country, has one festure that causes
it to bear lightly on persons of small
means. About March 1st, every oe-

cupant of a house or apartment re-
ceives notice that his taxes for the
coming year are assessed at such a
figure, the amount of his personal
tax, and his license, if any, being
separately specified. If he has any
oljections to make, an opportunity
is given him of doing so. Toward
the end of March eachone is noti-
fled that he must commence ‘Pny"-
ing his taxes within eight days from
the service of such notice. The
taxes may be paid in monthly in-
stalments if the taxpayer =0 de-
sires, and we need hardly say that
the mass of the people are glad to
vrofit by this bene t provision of
the law,

It 18 to the last named provision
that we now call attention. There
are many people in large cities who
own a little property amnd wupon
whom the taxes bear pretty heavily.
Of course the plan of receiving the
money by monthly  instalments
would not n the actual amount,
but it 1d render payments easier
to & great number who find it diffi.
cult to raise the c¢ash in a lump, and
are not gifted with that thrift and
forehandedness by which prepara-
tion may be made for such contin-
gencies,

This plan may not be necessary in
Utah where the taxes are so light
with most portions of this

in the popu-
ily taxed parts®

of the Union it would make
the burden appear lighter, and while
it would cause some extira labor to
the collectors would gave restraining

upon property in many instances,




