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IRY dying the muffled keys carried and
received the news from day to day

but let- us cross the hall into theroom of the secretary of the presidentsecretary porter is one of the busiest
nenmen in the united states he is the

buffer between the people and presi-
dent mckinley and it keeps him mov-ing to attend to his duties all thecallers upon the president axeare fi-ltered through him he has to get theright men in at the right time andkeepbeep all in a good humor he has thepresidents mail to attend to he hasto arrange his social affairs and hisofficial meetings and he is in fact the
business manager of the white houseI1 like mr hortter beter than severalof his predecessors thurber man-
aged this office with the dignity of a
college professor he looked like a
saint but he was as slippery as the
soaked bark of an elm tree he promarona
gaea outbut didaia little prom
does little and does a great deal thur-ber was a great know nothing he
could never tell you whether cleve-land could do anything for you ornot porter can often tell you that mc-kinley will not oblige you and he is
mot afraida to say what he thinks
thurber looked upon cleveland as a
god he bowed before him as a graven
image and one instinctively lookedat the secre knees to see if his
pantaloons were not worn away by his
perpetual attiattitudetude before his master
it was different with elijah halfordhalford kept harrisons dignity but he
never worshippedworshipped him halford was a

orn diplomatist and at the same time
VLit man of high character every one
liked dan lamontlament he knew all the
politicians of the country and he never
forgot a name or a face lamontlament had a

view of things he knew
cleveland thoroughly and was not

afraid of him he had been a news
apayerper man and so was porter cleve-
land trusted lamontlament and I1 understand
that mckinley trusts porter and in
some respects the two secretaries are
much alike

I1 dont covet Secresecretary porters job
however he gets a year but
toelie is on the go from 9 in the
morning until 12 at night the
presidentident always seems to be in good
trim but he is at his strongest in the
evening and he pushes things from
8 until 11 he pushes secretary porter
etat the same time and it is often atteraftera
midnightraid night when the secre work
is19 done during our stay in the secre
arys room there are more than a
dozen senators and representatives

present each one of them has an ax
to grind and wants mr porter to turn
thothe stone there are several women
with letters of introduction of the
strongest character they are told that
theithe president will see them later on

there comes a young woman who
wants a private audience with memc
ICkanleyinley she is a dashing girl dressed
in black of a fashionable cut she has
a sailor hat upon her head and she
makes eyes at mr porter as she talks
her eyes are pretty too and her teeth
are asan white as pearls mr porter
smilescalles indand asks her for her business
with the president she answers that it
la very private and very important
and the tells her to go into
the next room and wait there with the
congressmen and senators and the
president will see her in her turn
she leaves but a moment later re-
turns and tells the secresecretary that she
doesaoe not think that will be a good place
for her to explain her business with
theine president and says that she must

elee him alone
but could not I1 present the matter

to him mr porter replies Is it
anything regarding office

anona it Is not about office answers
the maiden it toIs something of far
snore importance it is a matter

affects the whole nation

WB saysgays mr porter 1I would
like to oblige you butburg the president is
very buy and without I1 know exactly
your bustnessbusiness I1 could not think of tak

1 ing up his time by making a special
appointment for you

the young lady pouts at last she
says

perhaps after all mr secretary you
can help me I1 will tell you what I1
want I1 want the president to join
with me in the work of abolishing sec-
tarianismism in religion I1 want to see
all christians meet together in one
church and work together and I1 am
sure that he will unite in the work

now dont it seem to you madam
that you have undertaken a pretty big
job says Secretasecretarywy porter its too
big for the president to join with you
in it just now dont you think there
are other things quite as important
the cuban for ininstancestancel

the young lady would argue the mat-
ter further but a dozen other people
are waiting and the secretary has to
bid her good day the next man is
a correspondent for the london illus-
trated news he Isia anxious to havebave
an interview with the president and
would like to have a social chat with
him in order that he may make arran ar
tide for his newspaper he is told
that he cannot have an interviewintervew but
that he can meetkneet the Presdent

now a messenger antlentersrs with an im-
portant telegram it relates to a mat-
ter which mr porter can settle wath
out askin the president and he rapid-
ly dictates a reply he is hardly
through before another man demands
his attention this is- a senator who
has made an appointment to see the
president this evening and he wants
the hour duly registered in the ap-
pointment book mr porter has to
keemp track of all the presidents en-
gagementsgage ments he has to arrange nearly
all the matters connected with the
white house and to attend to a num-
ber of details outside all those retlet-
ters which we saw in the other room
have to pass under his eye and hund
deeds of them will be answered by him
he has to see that the appointments
which the president makes axeare sent to
the senate he keeps track to a cer-
tain extent of congressional matters
and in addition to this answers all the
presidents mallmail he has a stenog-
rapher with him all the time and dic-
tates answers to letters between his
receptions of the callers Ihisits work
goes on from nine in the mmorn-
ing

orn
until midnight and president me-

kinleys days are so full that it lbis
often 10 p m before he has time to
go over the matters which he alone can
settle and give directions to mr porter
as to how they are to be disposed of
it is often midnight by the time he is
through with the president and after
this some of the most important mallmail
has to be answered these long
hours are absolutely necessary in order
to keep the business of the white
Ilousehouse up to date and this is so not-
withstanding the fact that secretary
porter has systematized the work bet-
ter than it has ever been arranarrangedged be-
fore in another letter I1 shall deal more
directly with the president himself
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san francisco nov 24 18871897 A yel-
low fever scare the excitement in-
cident to currantsDur rants chances of hang
mgehg A squabble at the race track a
few social reforms by the city
fathers thanksgiving dinners to the
poor with an abundance of turkey
and plum pudding a society doll show
and an al hayman interview on
jay towns in which he refers to
frisco asan being at the head of the

list includes about all the news torfor
the past week

will Tbtoeodoreeodore durrant haag caucar
the convicted murderer of blanche
lamont possibly cheat the gallows 7
the foregoing questions were asked on
every hand and the opinions seem to
be pretty equally divided for andagainst abe prisoners execution some
claim that his attorneys have ex-
hausted every point that could possibly
be introduced in the prisoners favor
and have failed to save him while
on the other hand many persons clairnclaim
that the case has become so com-
plicated by reason of the number of
technical rawlaw points presented that
barrantsBurDurrants chancecliances of cheating the gal-
lows axeare very favorable and it is also
suspected that his attorneys have someborne
newnaw technicality which they are hold-
ing

bold-
ing in reserve that he Is guilty butvery few doubt still there axeare many
who would like to see him
arg courage during the many trying
ordfeals hhas won for him many sym-
pathizers AIT through the long trial
which lasted for months he never
once weakened and the three times
he has stood up to receive his sentence
of darath a time at which almost any
man would have shown weakness he
hashaa not displayed the slightest reel-
ing or emotion surely this cricrimimineanalofof
the century Is a man- of iron nerve and
as such it Is not hard to imagine howho w
he couldcorald entice two young girls into
a church to murder them

since the appeal to the TL S su-
preme court hasbas failed tvto give him
the relief prayed for and death amiragain
stares him in the face Mshis attorneys
have made a request that before thesentence in the ILiamont case is carriedout theame court try durrant on the min-
nie williams charge as they claim iti 4s

that is granted they will be able to in
traduce evidence that will prove the
innocence of the prisoner on both
charges and fasten the blame where hi
it belongs this request has been de- ns
nied and is regarded as a move to gallgain
time and lengthen the convicted manainan W
life whether he will toebe again sen P
fenced and the sentence carriedcarriecr out S
or whether lifthl attorneys will find an t
other loopholeloop holehore through which itehe oancanescape remains to be seen at any
rate he will lave to enjoy the holidays 1
as his case has again been taken to tilethe S
state supreme court and will notmot be V
heard much before january 10 1898 it s

then by some mysterious means a
confession has come to light supposed
to have been written by joseph X
Blanther the murderer of mrs lanilang SN
feldt in this city about a year aaago0 audand 1

who aateafterwardsa ds committed suicide italn aatexas janjail the police authorities dosu
not put any faith irk the story anatan thehe
chances are it will have non effect fak
the durrant case after all

C

horse racing in california hahas bee
seriously threatened through a dada il 1I

agreement between the jockey clubs
and the horse owners and unlessuness tufi
matter is amicably settled and allowed
to drop the chances are we will soon
see the sport stopped hift abi
it was in chicago and other
points the horse owners have ooncon
eluded that the purses for whichthey are compelled to run their horhorsesseg
are not large enough and in order to

1

bring about a change an association
for the mutual protection of all own-
ers has been formed for the pur
of holding out and demanding laarlare
stakes for the racers it was decia

SL

aatt the first meeting of the new 0orga
to appoint a committee to w

upon the jockey club people and 0pi
sent their grievances and in cabetcase fdemands were not compliedcompiled t
was their intention to withawithdrawraw t
horses from the tracks and refuse
enter any more races this wotanwo
mean the temporary closing of tl
tracks As soon as notice of this pro-
posed boycott reached the jockey alu

s


