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THE DESERET WEEEKLY:

kay dying the muilled keys carried and
recelved the news from day to day.

But let us cross the hall into the
room of the secretary of the President.
Secretary Porter is one of the buslest
men in the Unlted States. He Is the
buffer between the people and Presi-
<dent McKinley, and it keeps him mov-
Ing to attend to hls dutles. AIll the
callers upon the Presldent are fil-
tered through him. He has to get the
right men Iin at the right time and
keep all in 2 good humor. He has the
Pregident’s maifl to attend to. He has
to arrange hiz soelal affairs and his
offlcial meetings, and he is, in fact, the
husiness manpager of the White House.
I like Mr. Portter beter than several
of his predecessors. Thurber man-
aged this office with the dignity of a
college profesgor. He looked like a
salnt, but he was as slippery as the
sonked bark of an elm tree. He prom-

Ased much, but did little. Porter prom-
1ises little and does a great deal. Thur-
ber -was a great know-nothing. He
‘eould mever tell you whether Cleve-
Iand eould do anything for you or
not. Porter can often tell you that Me-
Kinley will not oblige you, and he is
not afraid to say what he thinks.
Thurber looked upon Cleveland as a
god. He bowed before him as a graven
image, and one instinctively looked
at the Becretary's Knees to see if his
pantaloons were not worn away by hls
perpetual attilude before his master.
It was different with Elijah Halford.
Halford kept Barrison's dignity, but he
mever worshipped him, Halford was a
‘born diplomatist. and at the same time
v man of high character. Every one
liked Dan Lamont. He kpew all the
politicians of the country, and he never
forgot 4 name or a face. Lamont had a
busines view of things. He knew
‘Cleveland thorotighly and was not
@afraid of him. He had been a news-

per man, and so was Porter. Cleve-
1and trusted Lamont, and I understand
that McKinley trusts Porter, and In
some respects the two seefetaries are
much allke.

I don't covet Secretary Porter's job,
however. He gets $5,000 a vyear, but
he I8 on the go from 9 o'cloek in the
morning until 12 o'cloek at night. The
Fresldent always seems to be in good
trim, but he ig8 at his strongest In the
evening, and he pushes things from
8 until 11. He pushes Secretary Porter
at the same time, and it is often after
midnight when the secretary’'s work
4% done. DIurlng our stay in the Secre-
tary’s room there are more thanm =&

dozen senators and representatives
present. FEach one of them hag an ax
to grind and wants Mr. Porter to turn
the stone. There are several women
with letters of Introduction of the
strongest character. They are told that
the President wlll seg them later on.

There comes a4 young woman who
wants a private audlence with Me-
Kinley. She iz a dashing glrl, dressed
in black of a fashlonable cut. She has
a sallor hat upon her head, and she
makes eyes at Mr. Porter as she talks.
Her eves are pretty, too, and her teeth
are as white as pearls. Mr. Porter
smiles and aska her for her business
with the President. 8he answers that it
is very private and very Iimportant,
and the sercretary tells her to go into
the next room and wait there with the
congressmen and senators, and the
President will see her In her turn.
She leaves, but a moment later re-
turng and tells the secretary that she
does not think that will be a good place
for her to explain her business with
the President, and says that she must
see him alone.

“"Rut could not I present the matter
to him??® Mr. Porter replies. " Is it
anything regarding oflice?”’

+'Ne, It 18 not ahout office,” answers
the maiden. It is something of far
more Importance. It j§s a matter
which affects the whole nation.”

"Well,” says Mr. Porter, I would
like to oblige you, but the President is
very busy, and without I know exactly
your bustness I could not think of tak-
ing up his time by making a spertial
appeintment for you.”

The young lady potuts. At last she
8ays:

“Perhaps after all, Mr. Secretary, you
can help me. I will tell you what I

want. 1 want the President to join
with me in the work of abolshing sec-
tarianism fn religion. 1 want to see
all Christians meet together in one
chureh- and wotk together, and I am
sure that he will unite in the work.”
“Now, don't ft seem to you, madam,
that you have undertaken a pretty big
Jjob”" says Becretary Porter. “It's too
big for the President to joln with you
in it just now. Don't you think there
are other things guite as important—
the Cuban question, for instance?’
The young lady would argue the mat-
ter further, but a dozen other people
are waiting, and the secretary has to
bid her good day. The next man i»
a correspondent for the London INus-
trated News. He ls anxious to Bave
an interview with tHe President, and
would Iike to have a social chat with
him In order that he may make am ar-
ticle for his newspaper. He is told
that he cannot have an intervew, but
that he can meet the Presdent.
Now a messenger enters with an fm-
portant telegram., It relates to a mrat-
ter which Mr. Porter can settle with-
out askins the President, and he rapid-
1y dictates a reply. He i3 hardly
through before another man demands
his attention. This I8 a senator whe
has made an appointment to see the
President this evening, and he wants
the hour duly reglstered in the ap-
pointment book. Mr. Porter has to
Iecep traeck of all the Presldent’s en-
gagements. He has torarrange neatrly
all the matters connected with the
White House and to attend to a num-
ber of detalls outside. All those Tet-
ters which we saw in the other room
have to pass under his eye, and hund-
dreds of them will he answered by him.
He has to see that the appointments
which the Pregident makes are sent to
the Benate. He keeps track to a cer-
tain extent, of congressional matters,
and in addition to this. answers all the
Pregident’s malil. He has a stenog-
rapher with hint all the time and die-
tates answers to letters between his
receptions of the callers. His work
goes on from nine o'clock in the morn-
lng untll midnight, and President Me-
Kinley's days are so full that It is
often 10 p. m. before he has time to
£0 over the matters which he alone can
gettle and give directlons to Mr. Porter
as to how they are to be disposed of.
Tt is often midnight by the time he {a
through with the Presldent, and after
this some of the most Important mait
has to be answered. These long
hours are ahsolutely necessary in order
to keep the business of the White
Hnuse up to date, and this is =0, not-
withstanding the fact that Secretary
Porter has systematized the work bet-
ter than it has ever been arranged be-
fore. In another letter I ghall deal more
directly with the President himself.
FRANK G. CARPENTER,

— et

OUJR SaN FRANCISCO LETTER.

San Francisco, Nov. 24, 1897.—A yel-
low fever mcare, the excltement in-
cldent to Durrant’'s chances of hang-
ing. A squabble at the race track. a
few soclal reforms by the clty
fathers, Thanksgiving dinners to the
poor with an abundance of turkey
and plum pudding, a soclety doll show
and an Al Hayman interview on
“Jay Towns" In which he refers to
"Friseo’” as belng at the head of the
list, includes about all the news for
the past week.

WIHI Theodore Durrant hang? Cap

the convicted murderer of Blanche
Lamont pozssibly cheat the gallows?
The foregolng questions were aslied on
every hand and the oplnlons seem tgo
be pretty equally divided for and
against the prisoner's execution. Some
claim that his attorneys have ex-
hausted every point that could possibly
he introdnced in the prisoner's favor
and have failed to save him, while
on the other hand many persons claim
that the case has become s0 oom-
plicated by reason of the number of
technical law points presented, that
Durrant’s chances of cheating the gal.
lows are very favorable and it is algg
suspected that his attorne¥s have some
new technicaiity which thkey are hold-
ing in reserve. That he !s gullty but
very few doubt: still there are mmny
who would Hke to see him released,
Hfs courage during the many trying
ordeals has won for him many sym-
pathizers. All through the long triat
which lasted for months, he nevep
once weakened, and tire three times
he has stood ap to receive his sentence
of dezath, a time at which almost any
man would have shown Weakness, he
has not dispfayed the slightest feel-
ing or emotlom. Surely thie criminal of
the century is a man of iren nerve, and
as stueh it §8 not hard to imagine How
he could entlee two young girla into
a church to murder them.
Since the appeal to the TU. 3. 8uy.
preme Court Has falled to zive him
the relief prayed for, and death again
astares: him in the face, his attorneys
have made a request that before the
sentence in the Lamont eage is carrleg
out, tHe court try Durrant on the Min.
nie Willlams charge, 28 they claim ir
that is granted they will be able to jn.
troduee evidence that will prove the
innocence of the prisoDer on both
charges and fhasten the blame whepe
it belongs. This request has been de.
nled and is regarded as a move to gaip
time and lengthen the convicted man'g
life. Whether he will be again sen.
tenced’ and the senience carrled eyt
or whether his attorneys will ind ap.
other loop-hoTe through which he cap
escape, remaina to be seen. At any
rate, he will live to enjoy the holidayg
a8 his case has again been taken to the
state =upreme court and will not he
heard much before January 10:; 1898
then. By some mysterious means g
confeszion has come to light supposeg
to have been written by Joseph w
Blanther, the murderer of Mra. Lang-
feldt In thls city about a year ago, ang
who afterwards committed suicide tn 5
Texas jail. The police authorities gq
not pat any falth in the story and the.
chancer are it will have na effect |fn,
the Durrant case alter all

Horse-racing In Californla har heen
seriously threatened through .2 dys-
agreement between the jockey clubs
and the horse-owners; and unless the
matter I8 amjeably settled and allowegd
to drop, the chances are we will soon
gee the aport stopped m Callfornia as
it was jn Chicago and other eastern
polnta. The horse-owners have con-
cluded that the $300 purses for which
they are compelled to run their horses
are not large enough and In order to
bring about a change a&n assoclation
for the mutual protection of all own-
ers has been formed for the purpose
of holding out and demanding larger
stakes fer the racers. It was decided
at the first meeting of the new organ-
ization to appoint a committee to walt
,upon the jockey club people and pre-
18ent thejr grievances, and in cage their
demands were not complled with, it
was their intentlon to wlthdraw their
horses from the tracks and refuse to
enter any more races, This would
mean the temporary closing of the
tracks. As Foon as notles of thia pro-
posed boycott reached the jockey club,




