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THE ESQUIMAUX INDIANS.
[Concluded from page 96.) '

From the narratives of recent voyaj
select one passage, descriptive n‘ I.za | imaunx,
to which late events have imparted a new interest.
The occurs in Sir John Franklin’s ac-
count of his first Polar expedition, published in
London in the year 1829,

“We arrived,” wrote Sir John, “abreast of
Upper Savage Island early in the morning, snd
us the breeze was moderate, the ship was steered
as near to the shore as the wind would permit, to
give an opportunity to the Esquimaux Indians of
coming off to barter, which they soon embraced.

“Their shouts at a distance intimated their ap-
proach some time before we descried the canoes
paddling towards wus: the headmost of them
reached us at eleven: these were quickly fol-
lowed by others, and before noon, about forty
canoes, each holding one man, were assembled
about the two ships. In the afternoon, when we
approached nearer the shore, five or six large
ones, coataining the women and children, came
up.
P"Thu Esquimaux immediately evinced their
desire to barter, and displayed no small cunning
in making their bargains, taking care not to ex-
hibit tuo many articles at first. Their principal
ecommodities were oil, sea-horse teeth, whalebone,
seal skin dresses, caps, and boots, deer skins and
horns, and models of their canoes; and they
received in exchange small saws, knives, nails, tin
kettles, and needles.

It was pleasing to behold the exultation, and to
hear the shouts of the whole party when an acqui-
sition was made by any one; and not a little ludi-
crous to behold the eagerness with which the
fortunate person licked each article with his
tongue on receiving it, as a finish to the barguin,
and an act of uppropriation. They in no instance
omitted this strange practice, however small the
article; the needles ovem passed individually
through the ceremony.

The women brought imitations of men, women,
animals, and birds, carved with labor and ingenu-
ity, out of sea-horse teeth. The dresses and
figures of the animals were not badly execuled,
but there was no attempt at the delineation of
the countenances; and most of the figures were
without eyes, ears, and fingers, the execution of
which would, perhaps, huve required more deli-
eate instruments than they possessed. The men
set most value on saws; kutlee-swa-bak (saws),
was a constunt cry. Knives were held next in
eatimation.

An old sword was bartered from the Eddy-
stone, and I shall long remember the universal
burst of joy on the happy man’s receiving it.
It was delightful to witness the general interest
excited by individual acquisitions. There was
uo desire shown by any one to over-reach his
neighbor, or to press towards any part of the
ship where a bargsin was making, uutil the per-
son in possession of the place had completed his
exchange and removed; and if any article hap-
pened to be demanded from the outer canoes,
the men neuarest ussisted willingly in passing the
thing across. Suppocing the party to belon
to one tribe, the total number of the tribe must
exeed two hundred persous, as thers were, pro-
bably, one hundred and fifty round the ships, and
ﬂw of these were elderly persons or male chil-

ren.

Their (aces were broad and flat, the eyes
small. The men were in general stout. Some
of the younger women and the children had
rather pleasing countrnances, but the difference
batween these and the more aged of that sex
bore a strong testimony to the effects which a
foew years produce in this mugenial climate,

Most of the party had sore eyes, all of them
appeared of a pletroric habit of body; several
were observed bleeding at the nose during their
stay near the ship. The meu’s dresses consisted
of a jacket of seal skin, the trousers of bear
skin, and several had caps of the white fox skin.
The female dresses were made of the same
materisls, but differently shaped, having a hood
in which the infants were carried. We thought
their manner very lively and agreeable. They
wero fond of mimicking our speech und gestures;
but nothing afforded them greater amusement
than when we attempted to retaliate by pro-
nouncing any of their words.

The canoes were of seal-skin, and similar, in
every respect, to those used by the Esquimaux,
in Greenland; they were generally new, and
very complete in their appointments. Those
nppropriated to the women are of ruder construc-
tion, and ouly calculated for fine weather. They
are, however, uscful vessels, being capable of
containing tweuty persons with their' luggage.
An elderly man officiates us steersman, and t
women paddle; but they have also a mast which
carriea a sil, made of dressed whale-gut.

When the womeg hud disposed of all their
articles of trade, they resorted to entreaty; and
the putiing in practice many enticing gestures
was ma aged with so much uddress, us to pro-
cure thom presents of a varisty of beads,
weedles, and other articles in great demand among
tomales.

It is probable thess Esquimsux go from this
whore to some part of Labrador to pass the
winter, as partis of them haye been frequently
steu by the homeward-bound Hudson’s Bay
ships in the aet of erossing the strait

They appear to spesk the same langnage as
the tribe of Esquim:ux who reside near to the
Moravian settlements in Lubrador; for we per-
ceived they used several of the words which
had been pgiven to us by the missionaries at
Btromuness,

Towards evening, the Captuin being desirous
to get rid of his visito's, took an effectunl meth-
od by tacking from the shore; our friends then
departed, appareutly in high glee at the harvest
thay had reaped.  They padiled away very
gwiltly, and would doubticss soou reach the
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nanother occasion, it must be conf
John Franklin’s interview with the |
was not so agreeable.
siderable ingenuity in s .
boats, and he came near being compelled to resist
their efforts by a volley of musketry.  As a gen-
eral thing, however, the Esquimaux are bonest

'and amiable,

the larger. Dancing is an amusement of which,
as for as we can

fond.
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lock.

upon each.

bly together,
They ine no

the men.

men.

mary manner.

his last, a team of dogs is harnessed to his body,
and it is dragged to some creviee in a rock, a

music, and value few things more than a Jew's
harp, A musical snuff-box throws them into
ecstacies of delight.
organ and a musical snuff box were exhibited to a
party of Esquimaux, and they concludvd at once,
that the smaller instrument wus the offspring of

Captain Budington, in the fall of 1852, was
mafe of the bark McLellan, off the coast of
Greenland. The season had been unfavorable

for whaling, and little oil had been obtained. Mr.
Budington proposed to some of the crew to re-
main with him during the winter with the Esqui-
maux, and employ their time in catching whales
in the Esquimaux manner, and accumulating oil
aguinst the opening of navigation in the spring.
The project was cariied out, The

maux, and five hnndred barrels of oil were ob-
tained. The ship, however, was wrecked, and
the crew were obliged to take passage in an Eng-
lish ship, and reac

' Nothing daunted, Captein Budington sailed again
for Greenland, E

Georgiana, and after a few months’ cruising, re-
turned to New London with a thousand barrels
of oil, and a live Esquimaux.

From Captain Budington we obtained some
 information respecting the habits of the Esqui-
| maux, of the most interesting character, and not
previously published. _

Their manner of whaling, says the Captain, is
very simple and ingenious.
seals whole,and blow up the skins like bladders.
These are attached to the barb of the harpoon
by a strong seal-skin line. They paddle up to
a whale and drive the harpoon home. The whale
immediately disappears beneath the surface, but
the floats make it impessible for him to sink
more than a few feet,and he soon rises exhaus-
ted with the efforts, and is dispatched with lan-
ces; or,to use the Caplain’s expressive language,
“they work around him until they kill him."

The Captain mentioned a pleasing fact illus-
trative of the good feelling of the Esquimaux.—
They frequently stand six or eight hours over a
seul-hole without success, and a whole settle-
ment will be hungry from a general run of ill
In that case, if one senl is caught, it is
immediately divided among
proportion to the number of persons dependent

The women, added Captain Budington, do all
the covering of the boats, aflter the men have
construted the frame.
the ribs of the whale and such pieces of wood
&1 as they can pick up; it is lashed together with
shreds of black whale-bone.

The women make the summer tents, and do
all the rowing in the large boits. '

When a woman is about to become a mother
they make a hut on purpose to receive her, in
which she stays until she is ready to come out,
whichis usually about twelve days,
that perind no one is permitted to enter the hat;
but a hole is left in the side, through which pro-
visions are passed. They have no medicines,
no medicine-men, no head-men nor chiefs, no
government of any kind, no worship; but all are
upon an equaiity, and live quietly and peacea-

man has obtained the
the gicl whether she is willing or not.

The woman's dress is very similar to that of
The hoods which they
heads are made large enough to admit a child,
which they carry in the hood over the shonlder.
The women wear seal-skin trouseis like the
They narse their children five or six
years, because they have no other food suitable
to young children. The men rarely live long-
erthan forly years; the women fifty or sixty
years; and the reason why the women live lon-
ger than the men, is, becanse they are less ex-
posed to the cold and the dangers of t'ie sea.—
Thus, there are always more women than men
in a settlement, and a man generally has to sup-
port the family
tive, besides his own.
ly indusirious. To strangers they are very
kind and hospitable,

With regard to the health of the Esquimaux,
Capt. Buddinglon stated, that they are subjeet
to consumption and to ¢ropsy; though notto an
extensive degree.
sion to medicine, and if a ship's physician should
administer any thing to one of their sick, and
the patient should die, nothing could shake their
belief that he died in consequence of the medi-
cine—an opinion from which some of their civ-
ilized friends would not be inclined to dissent.—
Their teeth are good, but worn down, owing to
their practice of chewing seal skin.

When a woman diesin the winter season, the
family merely vacate the hut, stop up the en-
trance, and then eccnsider her burried.
spring when the snow-roof has melted off, the
dogs devour the remains. When a woman dies
in summer, they take out the sticks which sup-
port the tent, and let the seal skin covering fall
in a mass over her body, and so let it remain. A
man’s body is disposed of in a still more sum-
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'lﬁ::t way from the settlemént, where it is im-
inediately devoured by the dogs: ‘i have seen,’
said Capt. B the ¢ ildm;]a*in on

d|seeing  the
;lﬂﬂ * and they were a ent! eined at the
ﬁght:l"i'iﬂm belief s j;.h imax,
that if the ravens eat the dead bodies, the souls
of the departed perish; but not so if their flesh
is devoured by dogs.

The "]ia":z nngingeninu: plan of ¢shoeing’
their a{edl. Before starting on & journey, they
smear the ronners with a mixture of seal’s blend
and water, which immediately freezes into an icy
‘shoe.” This will last all day, and the processis
repeated every morning.

And thus life goes on in the icy regions of the
North.. By such expedients is life preserved,
amid the cold which would stop its vital currants,
amid barrenness which continually threatens in-
anition. Let no one pity the Esquimaux. He
is equal to his situation; and nature, that seems
his enemy, has given him ample compensation
for the apparent dreariness of his lot. Gorge-
ous is that polar night, with the splendors of
the auroraand the frosted silver of the iceburg’s
towering pinnacles. And the living creatures of
the Arctic world, the lordly bear, the frolicsome
seal, the kindly man, seem, above all the rest of
breathing creation, to be sedately happy, or ex-
uberantly joyous. '

Some Account of a Terrible Invasion

of Locusts in the East.

We have a trite saying that “a cat has nine
lives;” but if an Englsh traveler speaks truly in
the following extraordinary accounf, the locusts
of the East are endowed, during their generation,
not only with nine lives, but with nivety-times
nine. “Markry,” spirits turpentine, or Lyon’s
Maguetic Powder would scarcely settle their sto-
machs. They must be of the same species
of bugs that troubled King Pharaoh in *the
olden time:"”’

An Eastern summer is full of wonders; but
there is, perhaps, nothing about it more awfully
appaling than those vast flights of locusts that
somelimes destroy the vegetation of whole king-
doms in a few days, and where they found a
garden leave a wilderness,

1 am riding along a pleasant hillside—toward
the end of May. There is a sharp pattering
noise, like that of April rain in Scotlard, falling
on hard ground. I look atientively toward the earth,
knowing that it cannot be a shower this clear,
balmy morning, and I see a countless multitude
of little black insects no bigger than a pin’s head.
They are hopping and springing about in myriads,
under my horse’s feet—along the hard stony
road, which is quite black with them, and far
away among the heather, which is turned black
also, I ride miles and miles, yet the ground is
still darkened with those little insects, and the
same sharp pattering noise continues. They are
the young of the locusts, who left their eggs in
the ground last year. They have just come to
life. Three days ago there was not one to be
seen. A little later and I am passing through a
Greek village. The alarm has spread everywhere,
and the local authorities have bestirred themselves
to resist their enemies while still weak. Large
fires are burning by the river-side, and immense
cauldrons full of boiling water are streaming over
them. The whole country side has been out
locust hunting. They have just returned with
the result of their day’s exertion. Twenty-three
thousand pounds weight of these little insects,
each, as I have said, no bigger than a pin’s head,
have been brought in already n one dey.

They have been caught in a surface of less
than five square miles. There has been no diffi-
cully in eatching them. Children of six years old
can do it as well as grown men. A sack und a
broom are all that is necessary. Place the open
sack on the ground and you may sweep it full of
locusts as fast as you can move your urms. The
village community pay about a farthing (halfa
cent) a pound for locusts. Some of the hunters
have earned two or three shillings a day. As the
sacks are brought in they are thrust into the
cauldrons of boiling water, and boiled each for
some twenty minutes. They are then emptied
into the rapid little river swollen by the melting of
mountain snows.

It is said that they seldom remain at one place
long, but that, in the fourth generation, the race
dies out unless it is recruited from elsewhere. In
ten days they have increased very mach in size;
they are now as loug as cockehafers, only fatter.
They seem to be of several distinet species.
Their bodies are about an inch and a half long,
but some are much larger round than others.
They have six legs. The hind-legs of the largest
kind are nearly three inches long, or twice the
length of the boay. They have immense strength,
and can spring four or five yards at a time. The
legs are terminated by sharp, long claws, and have
lesser claws going about half way up at the sides
of them; their hold is singularly tenacious. Their
heads and shoulders are covered with a kind of
horny armor, verv tough. Some are of a bright
green color all over, some have brown backs and
yellow beilies with red legs, and are speckled not
uplike a partridge. Some are nearly black all
over, and have long wings. The largest species
have immensely long feelers projecting out near
the eyes. I noticed some of these feelers twice
the length of the rest of the body. The bite of
the largest kind is strong enough to bend a pin.
This locust has immense sharp tusks, furnished
with saws inside. His mouth opens on all four
sides, and closes like a vice. His eyesare horny,
and he can not shut them. The largest kind have
two short yellow wings and a long pointed fleshy
tail, the smallest have four long black wings and
no tail. The head is always large in comparison
to the bedy, aud not unlike that of a lobster. In
moving, its scales make a noise like the creuking
of new leather.

The locusts ara on the wing, they have risen

ogs eat the bodies of their own
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sky in gelr "ﬂnng' flight fer hours, and they
make a moise like the rushing of a mighty wina.
Far as the eye can see over land and water broods
the same ominous cloud. The imagination re-
fuses to p their number. It must be counted
by millions of millions. Count the flakes of a
snow storm, the sands by the seashore, the leaves
of summer trees, and the blades of grass on dewy
meadows. For days and days the locust storm
and the hot south wind continue. At night the
locusts descend on the gardens and cornfields.
They crawl and hop loathsomely on fruit and
flower. They get into eggs and fish, which be-
come uneatable in consequence. They eat holes
in my beddiug; they get into my pockets, and
ivto my bair and beard. The Greek women
aré obliged to tie their irowsers on above their
gowns as a protection against them, You tread
upon them; they blow l;ng\hmt you, they fly
sguinst you, they dive off the same plate, and
hop on a piece of food you are putting into your
mouth.  Their stench is horrible, and this lasts
for weeks.

I noticed, however, that in the years the lo-
custs appear there is no blight or smaller insects
about. Perhaps, therefore, they are mercifully
sent to destroy the simnaller and more dangerous
insects when they have multiplied exceedingly
under the prolific suns of the East.

Bat they are a dreadful visitation. ' They ate
holes in my clothes as 1 walked about. They
got among my servant Hamet’s arms. They
choked up the barrels of his pistols, and fed upon
his sash of silk and gold. They ate away the
tassel of his cap and the leathern sheath of his
sword, My French dressing gown might have
been taken for a recent purchase at Rag Fair.
They ate the sole of my slipper while I was
asleep on a sofa. They ate my shirts in the
wardrob~, and they ate my stockings. They eat
the back hair off women's heads while washing
at the fountain, and the mustaches off gardeners
while they sleep in the noonday shadow. They
strip trees till they look as if struck by lightning
or burnt by fire. I see the plants green and gay
ia the mooulight. In the morning their freshness
and their beauty have departed.

Families sit wailing in their fields over the ruin
of their little all. There ie a story that tie locusts
have eaten a child while its mother was away at
work. There is a tradition that they once ate a
drunken man who fell down in the kennel. Nei-
ther event is improbable. [ ssw a locust draw
blood from the lips of an infant in its mother’s
arms.

They will not die. They can swim for hours.
Hot water, cold water, acids, spitits, smoke, are
useless. I plunged one in salt and water. He
remained four minutes, and sprung away appa-
rently uninjured. I recaught bim, and smoked
him for five minutes. Two minutes afterward
he bad revived, and was hopping away. I re-

caught the same locust, and buried him as deeply
in the Ernu nd as I could dig with a pocket knife.
I marked tbe place, and next morning I looked
for my friend, but he was gone. Nothing will
kill them but smashing them to a jam with &
blow, or boiling them. There is no protection
against them. They despise and eat through the
the thickest cloths, or sacking, or matting, ard
glass coverings fora large extent of ground would
be of course too expensive. ‘

Yet another three weeks, toward the end of
July, and the cloud which has hovered over the
land so long is clearing away. And there arises
a grest wind, so that the locusts are swept off in
countless armies to the sea, and so drowned. It
i8 impossible to bathe for days, or to walk by the
sea shore, because of the stench of them. But
they are gone, and their bodies float over the sea
like a crust, extending to the opposite coest of
Asia Minor.

It has been noticed that they appear, invaria-
bly, about the middle of May, nmf that they die
or depart in August. They are most mischievoues
during the month of June. They have an objec-
tion to damp or marshy grounds. The females
bury themselves in the earth when dying, pre-
bably to conceal their eggs. The males die
above ground, where the ants and smaller insects
speedily devour them. Neither rain nor cold,
however severe, appears to destroy or injure the
eggs, which lie in the ground hke seed during the
winter, and burst forth iuto life in the first
warmth of summer. Each female is understood
to have about fifty young, which, in some mea-
sure, accounts for the astounding increase of the
tribe. They require about twenty days to atfain
their full growth; sometimes longer, if the weather
is unfavorable.—[ Ex.

Interesting Facts concerning the Ve-
getation of the Sea.

The botany of the sea is not less interesting
than other phenomena of the great world of
waters. The plants which grow at the surface
in the cooler regions, are found at great depths
nearer the equator; and as in going up a moun-
tain we find the vegetation of different latitndes at
different heights, so do we find the alga (the bot-
anical name of sea-weed) of different latitudes as
we descend in the ecean; the lowest depth eop=
responding with the highest latitude.

udging from appearances, sea-plants are more
liable to break loose from their place of growth
than land-plants. The quantities drifted with the
great currents are prodigious. Beds of alga 15 or
20 miles long, and about 200 yards wide, flost in
parts of the British Channel and the North Sea,
with no ether change of place than that caused
by the action of the tides.

But the most remarkable example of floating
weed is that ealled the Sargasso Sea, in the At
lantie, off the Azores, where a bed of alga, equal
in extent to the whole of France, rests upon the
water. Owing probably to the action of cum
rents, it remains always in the same place. Col-
umbus fell in with it in his first voyage teo
America, and it has not been known to shift its

position since hiz day, The early Spanish navi-

from the ground iuto the air. They darken the

gators had such confidence in its steadiness, that



