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men who have contended against
the kingdom of God In the last
halftcentury and wtal has been, tho
result?- - Take tho, plans, and the
untold thousands er plot and
projects that have; been brbu'ght
forth for the cver-thro- w, ofi'lbe
Church of Christy and, where,
they to daj? I

'Godo glimmering among the tbtoxs that
trere : " .'. - . ,. !

A school boy's tale of other days
t

jjTbe wonder of but an bour." ' i

Gone, no longer to be' remembered;,
forgotten from the face of the earth
and . their , projectors with them!
How long will men continue -- in
their foolishnees, striving . against
the I bucklers of Jehovah? Why,'
just so long as the Lord lets them,no longer. . We , ss the people of

thoagh every man and every
Woman, every - aotil that exists
upon face of .the whole earth,
should refuse to believe Bave the
one to whom it. was sent, yet it is
binding upon them so far as the

reaches them.:froclamation it Mill remains a
fact, : a principle of truth; arid
when man, vain man, stands up
and tells what be believes, what
difference does that makt? Kone
whatever, with all due respect to
their telief whatever that maybe;
we as a people to-da-y Know for our
selves that the authority, to baptite
for tbe iemleaian or slna has , been
restored to the earth by the return
of the proper personage, and the
.Latter-da- y Saints are well versed
in regard to these matters. ' "How
do you know these thing?; how do
you obtain this knowledge." Iliave uau uieu au-- uid' tu uuuiugin. contact .with s strangers to our
belief.- - an replying to that ' ques-- 1
tion let us turn back to the eaymgs
of vthe Saviour. Said he 'lf ;any
man," (he did not bind it to a doz
en, a hundred, a thousand, or, ten
million) vwiil do his (the father's;
Will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whetherltbe of God, or whether I
apeak, of myself.'?. The Latter-da-y

Saints have gone Into the waters of
baptism, have received the laying
On of hands, and they know- - f&tus'seek first the kingdom , of . God
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God.recognlze the hand of God i
lation to tlieee thl ror- - M aui
wvrepitre anu iil our minds for an
exalted view In relation to the
workings of tbe kingdom of God.
We want to put away "the penny
wise and pound foolish" ideas that
many of us have in regard to these
things as not becoming us as Latter- -

day Saint?. 5 1 am not finding fault;
but-w- e want to look upon these
principles with great and noble
mind?; "we want to shape our lives
fn connection with these things,
and as was said in times of old . let

and his ' rlgnteousnet a and all
these things shall be added unto
you.V We want to tot our faces to
the building up or ithe kingdom' oi
God. 1 Te the spreading and promul
gation of the principles thereof not
only throughout - these Tallies of
the mountains, but throughout the
nations of tbe earth. And.will the
oppositions We have, met etop it?
Not by any means. It will but add
fuel to the fire, until the blaze will
grow higher and higher until all
the nations of the earth shall see it,
and Zlon ehall be set upon a hill,
which may God grant in the name
ef Jesus Amen. , ' w "
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but you do not find wisdom in thflr
midst, and -- no1 faith In this ordt-- i
nance of the Gospal. What is the
reason to-d-ay that this''.nation, for
instance, does hot go into,' the wa-
ters of. baptism? ( Bscauee: theyhave no faith that God will keep
his promise and remit their sins bymat ordinance, what is tue rea
son that tbe sects of the day omit
the ordinance of the laying-o- n of
hands for the reception of the Holy
Ghost? Because they do not believe
that the God of Israel will keep his
Eromise; they have got no faith in

Is the leason that, in
the mldat of the want and misery
that ;is brought about by sickness,
they do not administer to the sick
by the laying on of hands as com
manded? Because tney- - have no
faith. to believe that God will keep
hisprdmisev Consequently, I 'am
led to believe thfe 1 tuere

K of wisdom on tho part of
the people; they have not teceived
the gift or the Holy Ghost, which
leads, guides and directs them into
all trutn. That it does not do this
to the wise men of this nation, and
to all the nations of ths earth, is
ah evident fact from the many
blunders they make In-the- ir politi-
cal work, in their financial
schemes, for to-da- y one ' scheme is
raised up whereby tne national
debt is ; to be paid; w; an-
other man cornea forth with his
ideas;: next day something 'else
turns up, ond so they are tcssed to
and fro by every wind of financial
doctrine; consequently I am led to
believe that they have pot received
this gift. - .t;

-- ", I

1 also liod that this gift will
show unto us things that are- - to
come. "

. Well, it is true we do ' find
people talking about things that
are to 'come, We had a man re-

cently who.pubtiahed a little book
in regard to great calamities that
are coming.' - By what authority
did he speak? By what privilege
did he enunciate these ideas, and
where did he obtain them? Did
he get credit for them? Yes; the
world elves him credit. But did
God speak through that man? I
should Judge not, llt' wo are to
ake as evidence all tho sayings

and the belief and the doctrines of
the man. Again, when we go
abroad In the midst of this nation
and tbe nations of the earth we ask,
"Have you wise men in your midst
who can foresee and foretell events
that are to come? "No," say they.
'we have nothing of that kind; we

do not believe' to-da- y in, any man
having that gift," and ! well re-

member the Btartled look a gentle-
man gave' me when, In conversa
tion on this principle, 1 told him
that the gift ef the Holy Ghost
revealed - unto: man things that
were to come. He at first seemed
very pleasantly 1 struck with the
dea. He was a member or a

Church and lived in a' Christian
community In ' which there were
thousands of good Christian people.
While talBlng 1 assea mm, wnat
Would be the result If he profeesed
such a thing. "Why, aid". be "X
certainly think they would sill me.
They would not let me live here a
week ill were to proie?s anytmng
of theklnd.' "What?" said 1, 5in
the midst of this Christian'' com
munity, with 'Bibles ail around,
with Bible association?, with min-
isters of the Gospel calling upon
people to be saved, and with the
fact that the Savior preached thia
doctrine, and yet when you follow
his ' instructions tney wouia taKe
your lire?" - x es," aaiu ne, --l
verily believe tney wouia." vveii,
I can also believe they would, too,
from what little experience I, have
had in the Christian world, con
sequently I am led: to blieve that
tney ick tne , posseasign . 01 tuis
principle, that tUey have not re-clv- ed

this gift.' And I 'sometimes
liken it in this way in any medita
tions in regard to it; feald John,
"That was true light which lighteth
every man that cometh into the
world." . I understand every person
on the face of earth has this lamp
in their possession, but I ask' you
as reasonable beings what benefit
is thia lamp lo them unless it is lit
up? Would a lamp, in a dark room
be of any . benefit to ; a man if he
had no means -- of flighting it,
or any means whereby to touch the

. . , 1 . 1. 1 n r
llgni to cauBe 11 10 auiut woue
whatever, he would be just as well
without tbe lamp, It must be nt
up, ana tpe uiuicuicy wita tue
world to-da-y is they may be In pos
session of that lamp but it has not
been lit up, where as it was lit up
within tho propnetia ana propriet-
ies of the living God in days gone
by, and aa Pater, could tell these
people, comforting tnem . 10 regaiu
to these matters, Whom heaven
must racleve, uutll tho time of
restitution , of all things which
God hath tpokeu by - the mouth
of all his tioly prophets since
the . worlds began," It was . by
the lighting up of that lamp within
Peter that taught him in regard to
this great event that was to come
at the restitution of all things.
Well, when the day of restitution
come what was the- - result? When
the morniug'sun of the day of re-

stitution arose and began to make
its influence felt on the earth what
was the result? History but repeats
itself: As it, was m tne days oi
Noah so shall it be In the, coming
of the Sou of Man, in the days of the
restitution of all things. And When
it came to pass that God raited up
his prophet on tbe face of the earth
and sent his angele from the courts
of heaven to restore these things to
tbe children of men, these great
and glorious principles- - that bad
been lost, the tame oplioaitioh, the
same character of opposition came
forth, ine principle or faith, to a
great extent, had ' been lost from
the face of IheeartU, and when it
was restored back it had to be a
restoration of the same f$1 th pre plse-l-y

that Was had in tltfiil old, the
falttt frbitt? Would cauffBfU to obey
the 'principles of thervtrlasting
Gospel despite all the opposition of
tbe powers or uaiKnesa, or earth
and hell combined,' that hibt be
arrayed against tfcirm.Thefe was
restored back to the earth the correct
principle of repentance, of . turning
away Irom wrong-doin-g. There was
restored back to the earth the cor-
rect principle of baptism for the
remission r of FiD9.';trhere Twaa
restored back to the earth the or-
dinance of the laying' oh ot bands
fof the reception of the Holy Ghosh
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I wili, read within your baarlcgtnia afternoon tbe 19th, 20tu ana
Zlac verses of the 3d chapter of itha

"Hepent ye, therefore. ' and ba
converted, that your tins may be
blotted out when the times of re-
freshing shall come from the prea--

"And he shall send Jesus Christ.
which was preached onto yon.

Whom the heaven most receive
until the times of restitution: of all
tbiDes which Gad hath spoken by
the mouth of all lu .holy prophets
siQCttiru worm woan." v f-

la ndeavorlngto-addrea- a those
who are present this afternoon. I
desire that I may have. axw Interest
in the faith and prayers of my hear
era, tnat such tnings may be said,
such principles brought forth, as
will be for our mutual 'good aad
benefit, and acceptable to our corn-Fath-er

and GodV I-- ; have often
thought ia connection with our ser-
vices here in the Tabernacle, that
it should be a testimony, not only
to the Latter-da- y Saints, JQat to
strangers who may visit us, In re-

gard to the work la which we are a
engaged, the manner In which our

aching Is done. Elders oomefire the congregation with no an-

ticipation whatever of being called
upon to address tne people, uunng
the week they have possibly been
engaged in their various avocations
as farmers, as artisans, as mecnan
ics of various grades and kinds, as
merchants, and In the different
walks of life, and they possibly a
come to the meeUcg and lota the
congregation with their minds filled
with the business of the previous
week, when they are called upon
to stand before a congregation of
one, two, three, nve, or ten tnou
sand people, ana preacn to iaem
the word of eternal life. ' A con-

gregation of that alzs elsewhere In
the Christian world, to edify, to In
struct them, would require consid-
erable preparation upon the part of
the minister. But it is not so with
as as a people. Elders are called to
the standwithout anomenti warn-
ing, of time to prepare what they
may have to aay, or what they may
be expected to say: and it looked
strange to me when I first entered
a congregation of the fcialnts and
saw this manner of procedure. It
doubtless looks strange to many to-

day who visit us. But we rely on
tne promises or our csavior, uiougu
made many hundreds ef years ago.
We consider these promisee still
good and. in force, and that In the
nour we are cauea upon to proclaim
the words of eternal life he will
give unto us words to speak; we
ahall speak by the Inspiration of
that spirit which leads, guides and
directs us uuu all trutn. -

In the passages that I have fast
read, especially in the 21st Terse, 1
reference is made to Christ Jeans of
Kazaretb,who had come forth In the
day and age In which these words
were spoken, in a lowly manner,
from the city of Nazareth, pro-
claiming certain principles, certain
Ideas, and certain doctrines.- - As It
happened, these principles,' Ideas I

and doctrines were not popular in I
"

the section of country in which
he was preaching at that particular
time. He taught certain doctrines
to the people, which i the mass of
mankind by whom he was sur
rounded did not receive, did not
accept, and did not believe. On
the contrary .they used every means
in their power to thwart the carry
ing out of the designs or in a sa-
vior, the bringing forth of the prin
ciples and the promulgation ox tne
ideas and doctrines that Jesus and
those bv whom he was Immediate- -
1 v surrounded proclaimed. As the
result of this opposition, which
lasted some considerable length f
time, this man, Jesus of Naxareth,
was taken by the populace, and by
the Scribes and Pharisee and mia--
isters and high priests of that day,
and crucified: and said they, "Ijet I

his blood be upon oar heads and
ths heads of our children:" consid
erinr it better that one man should
perish than that the whole nation
hould be led away. They consid

ered that if they allowed this man
to go on, the whole wona wouia
follow alter him: therefore, this
heresy, this delusion, this gigantic
wTontf. that had aerung up, must
be done away with, and the only
wsy to do it was to kill Jesus, whom
they looked upon as an impostor.
As a result they crucified him,
doubtless anticipating that that act
would stop tne wora tnat ne na
started; that from the day . or his
crucifixion, his followers would
dwindle and fall away, and that
the delusion he had been preaching
would no longer be neara on tne
face of the earth. Well, to a cer-
tain extent they were correct in
thia. Peter, doubtless, as prophet,
eer. and. revelator. saw this feature

w as a
in the future, in teuicg mem tuat
they had crucified the Chilit, the
riavior of the woria, ne ireminueu
them that the neavens moat iwceiTe
this- - man. He could no longer
dwell with them in the flesh. He
had opme forth ana was porn upon
the earth; was bsptlzedr the Holy
nhnat Aame udod mm ia iue uouny.a a I m a i
form of a dove; ne nau miuueu uta
mission; he was crucified, buried
.nri resurrected, and had ascended
Into heaven. JNaiuraiiy nis menus
and followers would ask the qn
Mr,, How ions is ne w remain
there, throughout ail the ages of
etemitjT Oh, no; for at the time
of his ascension, wnen nis uiscipies
stood looking at him ascending on
hirh. there stood two angeis uj
their side, who said, "Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing op
into heave nr a nis aaiue
.t,mh i taken ud from you intou.n ahall co come in like man
ner as ye have seen Mm go
w Thev had cthe promise

i nntn inem iroia uiuw wi
& . i n I lb--a rninnur aa
noiy angeia, " " T JT
he had "w.""'"".".:n,Jth.eIrtb
forms MJf aEraS nsraaisUn from the earta,
wht lengtn .
In the heavens, " A

ens must receive r ; ; -
.itnrtnn ni hia u,un.

oe, uwui "" rr- -
",TTf" 1 he tak-- n from thewo"'u the brazing abc

or a nuw-- - . tnu wool bt w-K-a
f08" Pe l. ".T.ion if. Itnever dccu " - -

y im8iU4 to return bfi

to the earth Borne thins tie
It
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dieted to many of the things they
do, fiefelrig. that the habits thoy liave
contracted, will X remain 1 eternally
wii,u .Laem, unless iney ae repented of. But repentance here or re
pentance there must come before
progress tor -- exaltation will - ever
reach them,? worlds, without end.
aii the thoughts and the' acts we
Indulge in here, the ideas that we
obtain, the principles that we be
come partakers of, are eternal in
their nature, and they will stay and
abide with us throughout the Her
cities to come, Tor good or fof evil.
There are certain laws, - certain
rules, a ceitaia system" : of order
which: controls, ileadt and guides
all this great piaa. These, princi
ples . were., taught by the .savior
when he was U pen the earth.. They
were not popular, however, because
they did Inoi: chime in the
ideas of that day and age of the

and Sadducees, "Why,
these dsctrines clash with our par-
ticular, os peculiar--ideis- , and if
we admit, them for one moment,
the fabric we have built up here
will tumble to the ground;! we can-
not stand It." 'It Is true they could
not contend .with Jesus. and; his
apostles in argument, but . they re-

sorted, as they do in this day and
age of the world, to brutal force as
an argument; and 'I 'have always
said that any man, any set of men,
any government, care not who
they are, or what they are, who re
sort to brutal force to convince their
opponents that they are wrong I
say that those who do eo are almost
certain to be in. error. They have
run out of argument, and any gov-
ernment that will force men in re-

gard to belief, political or religious,
i consider tnat tnat government, or
the people who engage In '

such a
thlog, are out of argument on their
side, they have no longer any ar-
gument to Bustain themselves, and
resort to force to carry their point.
In that day and age of the world,
those men who opposed Jesus and
his apostles ran out of argument,
and as a result they said, We will
take the life of this man." i. '

We find ether principles that
were taught by our Savior when ha
was upen the earth. One of these
was faith, a very important princi
ple in the plan of salvation. An
other was tne principle or repent
ance, and I hav.6 often thought, in
coming in contact with the human
family, that one of the reasons to
day or the aiscoru and conrusion
that reign in the midst of the chil
dren of men is because they have
not truly repented. 1 1 is true, there
is a form of repentance indulged in
by many millions of the human
family a kind of repentance that
moans and groans ana cries ana la
ments over the sins that they have
committed, but they go and. do the
same thing That la the
kind of repentance that Jfaul meant
when he said:: "For godly: sorrow
workethv repentance , to salvation
not to be repented of; but the sor-
row of. the world worketh; death."
There is a kind of sorrow that needs
hot to be i repented of, aad which
consistsin turning away from all
that is evil, from all that is wrong
or incorrect in the sight of God
and of holy angels and of alt good
men. "

. .!. ...:
Jesus taught also the principle of

baptism, ana I nave no aouot in
my own mwa tnat ne loresaw tne
fact that the time would come
when the principle of baptism as
he taught it would be perverted
and changed. , Paul undoubtedly
foresaw that time, for says he, "The
time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but: after
their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having iteh- -

ing ears. And they Bhall turn
away their ears from tbe truth, and
shall be turned unto fables." We
find many fables in the world to
day In regaid to the principle of
baptisrr . The baptism that Peter
taught was widely different to the
baptism taught by the-Christia-

world to-da-y. Said he, "Repent
and be baptized, every one of you."
What for? "l or. the remission oi
sins." To-da- y baptism w not prac
ticed with that object in view, by
any means, Dy tnose wuo proieaa to
have the uospei or inrisi. ineybantiza for a form, for the answer
log of a eood conscience. I find
that the baptism mat ireter taugnt,
that John taught, had for its object
the remission: or sin, ana anotner
vrv imoortant principle was w

. . . . m m a
follow this baptism, lor saiu reier
emphatically, "Ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy unost." Ana ror
fear that there would be thoe who
would nervert and change ana turn

? . i t t 1 I A l
away from tnis pnnuipie, mo iuiu
the thousands oijuueatnat were
listening to him, that "the promise
: - . . . nm. .nil tn. rrmr rnl Uran.,M uutu "u" jand to all that are afar off, even as
many as the JLord our God shall
call." The promise was unto tnose
that were afar ell. It makes no
difference In regard to nationality.
kindred.' or race.and to-d- ay ir uoa
calls any man to obey him and keep
hia commandments by going Into
tbe waters of baptism, this promise
u last as rood as it was on tne aay
of Pentecost when the Holy Ghost
was poured -- out so mightily upon
the aeostles. We find an instance
i MinnAntlon with this ordinancea avM .m a a mlin the Acts . OL, tne .APOBlltH. ue
apostles, when at Jerusalem, heard
that"Samaria had received the word
a n'od. and that Philip had been
attending to the ordinance of bap
tism, after the people nau repeawu

but by repentance tney uiu not
M.ia theliolv unosu xouanow

repentance in the Christian world
brines the eift of tbe Holy

Ghost. Peter and John went down
rn HAmarla ana prayea tnat tuey
mlrht receive theHoly Ghost; But

nr.intr brine it? No. "Then
lAio. tney meir uiuua iuom, nuu
rh revived the Holy Ghost."
This was an ordinance instituted
hv nnr Lord and Master, taugnt
and; preached by him and his apos
tles, for tne reception vi mo
Qhost. Bat tnat ordinance to-ua- y,

ia buu ' UB "
I ia obsolete:

- - it is no
. longer consid- -

erea necessary., r x euuiHiw mn
in thia day of"enlightenment of. . m .1 a a a a

the nineteentn century, witn tneir
Wisdom in regard td mechanism, in
Mmni tn dlanoverv. In regard to in
vention, thry have found out some
fthort-c- ut raeinoa wntreoy tney
can work out their salvation with
out the help er tne Axra, ana con- -

Krnnentl V have tSLBU UDOQ them
selves to do away with this princi-
ple of the Gospel.-We find that one of the blessingslat should be given to those who
received this great and . glorious
Mft fshoui J be the. xut of wisdom.
U, however, we are tojuage the so-till- ed

wise men of the present day,
e can only conclude that they are

certainly not in possession of it;
they certainly cannot be in pos-es--

-a

pt it, rttxltrpuld not tAke
onurser thit' t'injfof tbeht U&.

"jr uau never possessed. Then,to make a restltntinn. u tin
bat there Would hA raatnmd hahk

to tne eartn certain th1na. nertain. . .J 1 1 t
piiuuipiea, caruun aoctnnea, ceruun
ideas, that had once been extant on
tne race of the earth. Others of
the apostles and prophets, seers and
revelatoraof the Lord Jesus Christ
in their day and age looked forward
so this time. Isaiah tellar us that
the- - time ah oh Id aome when the
earth should mourn and fade away
and; langrJsh. WhjT ' ; "Because
they-Jiav-

a

transgressed .the laws,
Changed the ordinance and broken
the everlasting covenant."

Certain principles were advanced
when. Jesus was upon the earth.
they were advanced by him and byhis "followers, "the disciples, and
those who believed in his mission.
Prominent' among these principlesthat were advanced was the princi
ple, that he advanced in regard to
bl ia Jt rww utr u.vuii?
come from the Father; and Peter,
in speaking of this matter in one
of his epistles, says: "Who verilywas foreordained before the founda-
tion of the world." Going further
back into history, as we.-have-.i- t

here la holy writ, we And that Gcd
bad spoken to some of the prophetsin times of old in regard to the
same principle. Said he to Jere
miah, "Before I formed thee in the
belly, I knew thee, and before thou
earnest forth out of the womb I
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee

prophet unto the nations." Again,we find In the writings of Job.
speaklDg of the organization of the
world, that "the sons or God shouted
for joy when the foundation of the
earth was laid." Again, one of the
writers in holy writ, in speakingon this subject, said: "Then shall
the dutt return to the earth as it
was, and the spirit shall return un-
to God who gave 1L" I take it as

logical consequence, that It would
be impossible to return to a place
where we had never been; that it
would be. impossible to return to
God, if we had not been in his presence.

I find In the passages that I have
quoted an allusion to the pre-exi- st-

ence we nave n&d, similar to that
which Jesufl taught of himself
when he was upon the earth. As
ha and his dlsoiplea passed alongthe road, they found a man who
had been blind from his birth. The
disc! plea referred to Jesus and asked,

Who did Sin, this man, or his par-
ents, that he was born blind?" If
the result of the blindness was the
sin of the man, certainly that sin
must have been committed before
the birth in the flesh. It is scarcely
possible that a man would have to
be punished in this way in the ex
pectation of his committing a sin.
That idea Is reserved for men in the
nineteenth century. We as a peo
ple know 'that men, in hundreds
and thousands of cases, are judgedana condemned Derore they are
Eroven guilty. That Idea, however,

i promulgated by- - divine au-
thority. I find, then, la these
Daasasrea. a proof of the pre-exls- t-

eace of these spirits of ours which
inhabit our tabernacles, those that

see before me this afternoon, as
well as my own. I find in all parts
of the world that we have any
knowledge of, or wherever I have
had the privilege of coming In con
tact with tne children of men, that
there is what we call death comes
to them; and I find they almost
universally agree--althou- gh saddu--

ceeism uoea to a certain .extent
.

ex--
f 1 A. E A.

lab in (.uo uriifuan wonu te-aa- y -
that when we bring this body of
flesh ana none, tnis outward cover-
ing Of the spirit, there is a spiritthat has inhabited that body that
goes somewhere, If you please: that
when it leaves tnis eartn it exists
as a Spirit, er has an existence out
side ef this body of fleah and bone.
And I also find as a general thing.
that the human family recognize

and I moreover find that the great
mass of the Christian world believe
that that spirit has not only intelli
gence, but that it can suner pain.
and can enjoy pleasure. As, for
instance, we hear people speak in
rezard to those of . their household
who have paasea away irom tneir
mldat. They have buried the body
of flash and

. bone,a m
and it may.

mouiuer away in tne grave, yet
they eel to say, "The spirit has
gone behind the vail, and when we
eo there we expect to meet." We
alao find that the so-call- ed follow-
ers of the Lord Jesus Christ to-da- y.

In talking on this subject, assert
that the spirit has gone to a place
of punishment,whereit la punished,
or that it has gone to a place of en--
joyment, where It can enjoy. In
other words tnat tnis spirit witnin
us Is something that is tangible,
something that can reason, some
thing that can tenae ana reel pain or
enf- jt treasure.-

- In other. . .words.
when we oome to examine wis mat
ter, when we come to ascertain the
truth in relation to lr, we nna that
the spirit that inhabits this body,
the sDirits that inhabit the bodies
of the human family, is the intelli
rent vart or them it is tne part
that receives light and knowledge;
It a the part that was created be-

fore' the foundations of the earth
were laid, and which has come up
on the earth , to tabernacle in the
flesh, and irUn w bare done with
this body of flesh and bone, the
spirit as far as light and knowledge
is concerned, retains its laenuiy
and its knowledge., una very --er
roneous idea that has crept into the
minds of the haman family, and
one that we find tradiuoned in the
minds of oar children, is this: A
kind of a vague, indistinct Impres
sion that when we . lay down this
bodv of flash and bone we lay down

this Ufa. Not if the words ef this
hnok. the Bible," are-true- , for we
find that those spru fUter uaving
rone behind the vail, according to
the f ADOBUo jreier,ri uau ' vu ua

-- i i tn. (Wnr Mr th a nnui"preacMw '
he, "was the Gospel preached

oe juageu accoruing toLiifhe flash. butiTveaccordine- i. - -- 7 "tn find In the spirits They needed
tab nreached to. to enable them to
llve .aooording to the Spirit of God,
t id las . we nna in , ine preqeaingPel? aavs. "Bv which also
LrVenT and p'rrrhed unto the

jlrll3 Ja prlwn, which someUme
verTditiient, when once the

fferln of 6od waitod in the
. V-- of Koah: And I Oflsnthink
:.Iti Irf connection with this mat--

i. xnr of me in Israel
Trould stop

-and reflect fc a few mo-r:n-ti

In rezardst-thl- a point it
would be a fceneCta them; that if
t y wouia put unu5rfciiu muu
eijnprefeend" that. tt fcabita; aad

- weaknesses inT.wh.lth they in--
e --

!ge, t;. ITsllUea to-V- f men wiey
Some .7, rix.i that are

r.JtriU.tl;: 5 they j;wlth them
I-- 150 jthe spirit wcrlJ, tiiere to be

k Dented of," or tunxei from, they

themselves that these, principles
that I have been speaking - to you
this afternoon are true, and I have
often looked on the matter ia this
way: wonld It not be a very un-
heard ofahd peculiar proceeding for
say 50, or ,100, or 500 wise men frond
the east to come here and try and
cp nvjneo 113 there was no Lake out
therei never had ;been, that it was
all a thlstake and, amjth, tliat. we
were. Alectived in regard to it, and
when they had pushed their argu-- .

ment, to such a length as almost to
be otlenslve, unpleasant and- - dis-

agreeable, without convincing us;
it would be an unheard of proceed-
ing if they were to say "well :we
will put you in prison and tine you
If you do not acknowledge ( that
there is no lake." But juet as un-
heard of Is the proceeding made
against us to day, and, for years
gone by, in regard to these , princi-
ples we advocate; we; know; as a
people, as well aSi we know that
Salt Lake exists,, that God has
spoken from the heavens in these
tbe last days. .Talk; about' con-

vincing men to the contrary in. re-
gard to these matters! I am some-
times led to marvel at the folly of
men In regard to these things, and
it looks like presumption on their
part to talk and act as they do.. I
am willing to talk'kindly, eourte
ousiy, and agreeably with any man
in regard to theee principles, and
when he tells me there is such a
place as Omaha, and says .VI have
passed through it, I know there is
Buch a place,or that there are certian
stations on . the railroad here," 1
am willing . to believe him; I do
hot contradict him and when I tell
him that I know formydftruth ur uiy reiion I expeo the will
treat me courteously in iegard to
that matter. But our expectations In
that respect are not always realized.
We are often answered very pecu-
liarly;- we are often met with very
peculiar arguments. I take it ; for
granted, however, that it is . no
argument' to disprove a, principle
to libel the character of believers In
that principle. The after charac-
ter of Judas did not prove that his
evidence of Christ was incorrect.
The denial of Peter did not prove
that Jesus was not , the ; C Uriah
The; character of a man has noth-
ing to do with the principle that
may ; be advanced. I do not care
where truth comes from; I do not
care who preaches it, I do not care
if the divil himself enu elated a
principle of truth, it is truth all the
same and you cannot change or
alter it. I do not care how wise
the man is, how long the! prayer
he may make, or how reverend he
may look, if he tells a'lie, it is a lie
and you cannot change or alter Ik
Thus it is we ss a people look upon
the principles of truth, those princi-
ples that led to light an.d knowledge,
and it is time that people laid down
the foolish idea of striving against
such things. Let us sit down for a
moment and examine in detail
principle after principle, and I will
aay to you that if any man on the
face of the earth will show me that
I am In error on any principle I
will leave it that very hour and no
longer claim it as a principle.
Will every tutrt do as much to me?
Many will, and v many will not.

remember the case of a minister
who came to visit me, I, wished to
be fair with him, and I desired that
he should be equally 83. with tne.
1 said "Now we are alone in the
room,' there are no witnesses here;
but I Will - make a contract with
yev. Here ia the Bible; we will
nuht for truth, and wherever I find
truth you are to ' acknowledge It,
and wherever .you find-trut- h I
shall do th same.' e"No". said he
"I wont," "why not" said I? "Oh,"
said he "You might spring" some
trap, j We have a certain discipline
to co'Sbv: we ;have got, a creed
of faith; aud you may try to catch
me ih some trap. " "But!', said ?I
"if you are wrong in your creed or
falUi acna.' ymr wan to twput rigblT

Ob," said he Jitls the faith bt my
fathers, it Is the faith they, died by,
it i the fal th ' of my grand father;
myi great-gran- d father; forVgenera-tloq'- s

back ' they have lived and
died by it, and 1 cannot afford te
make a change.", VWelVTaaid I
"there Is no use you and I talking
If that is the case: that ends. the
contersation.'' .Now,, I consider
such reasoning as that the hight ot
foolfehntsa. Let us as, hones men
and honest women lay down ail
prejedlceand malice and examine
the principle of truth and righte-pusufc- ss

as tbey aie.placed before u,
and las the light and intelligence
of (lib Holy Spirit will sho w them
unto us, . fpr they will lead and
guide us hack tn tne preseBce of our
rather.- - and : God. Tne truth will
b art j 1 man.' 1 The .principle
of 'tfuthr the Latter-da-y Saints
preach .x to-- the i nations - r the
earth, the
Eldeta have carted , to the natloL?,
are the principles whereby the hu-
man family ' can be saved if they
will but hearken to them Thete
paints ple3 are not. for a; few, - the
plan fJod has revealed la -- for I al 1,

These .principles are revealed that
God'l Ivlfigdom may be established
on Use eariH in righteousness, and
they pbiil lead, guide,' and cjutroiuntoU millions of the human fami-
ly thit have dwelt . and ha!t rij et
rrwelt open the earth. . We "as. Latter-

-day Saints should have broad
and philanthropic views id regardto these things, x. Whit if our names
are cast but as evil! whafr'lf they do
strike: us, ot contend in repaid ' to
thfse natteKl Bead tho biTtery oi
th 3 psst and what has befen the re-Gai- tl
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There was rtsstoied ,Jback to the
earth the authority to act in the-- e

different cfliies, and : as John the
Jjptlot held the keys of the office
of baptism for the remission of sins
he was sent back--to the earth ia
this day aod age of the world as a
messenger of (jod to restore this
principle td the artb. But says
the Chriatian1-world;W- e don't
believe it.t I wonder Twhat differ-
ence thit makes. lipronder if it
makes, any dillncSs.. L'VrcrAzr
If that will have any itiSci,pi;c9 upon1. kvtt-- , v.. y.ilivwouUbe impossibla W rtre Uck 1.taiod'ol ,r ;JflC '''",A&iVT : ' ;.d dot Jtn eoiy ... r
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