
96 ibi B
gnes sive spirit of he
is one afifieof the brightest of the asiatic
rulers aandpahihe has dopedone much to ad-
vance civilization in siawsiam he has put
telegraphgraph lines thfought a great part
of hishii kingdom there isis now a street
cacar line in bangkok and the city hishas
elicelectric lights it used to be that the
money used in siam was shellsshelli
oior silveravet sadand gold buttons this king
hasbasI1 adoptedadogte d a coinage making money
nmuch tthee same as ththatat of ours he
has a mint of hisbis own and he imports
mexican dollars and casts these into
coinscoias for the use of his people the

of value in siam is the tecal nodand
the chief silver coin used is about the
size orof abafta halt dollar he has a post
oacee department and siam belongsbelon to
the international postal union alehile
I1 witswas in bangkok I1 met the head of
hiship royal college and I1 saw a wonder
fulfui museum itiip the grounds of the
pj thehe king talks english and he
isthinkingnifug of building a railroadii which
wwill 0penopen up the interior of his rich
kingdomk tidom siam is lull of valuable re-
sources itii has mighty forests of teak-
wood and its mines contain the finest
of gold and silver the king has an
income of a year and he is
said to have about stored
away in his coffers he has his own
secretary of the treasury but he signsi

all his own checks himself and he isis
said to be a very fine business man
he has his cabinet just as our president
has and he has his war department
state department interior department
and agricultural department his
country is divided up into forty one
provinces presided over by governors
and he runs things to suit himself mak-
ing such appointments as he chooses

SOME QUEER TAXES

the people of siam are taxed for all
they are worth everything under the
sun has to pay a percentage to the gov-
ernmenternment and a great part of the revenue
oyof the king comes from the gambling
establishments the people are a na-
tion of gamblers and the gambling
taxes bring in half a million dollars a
year the taxes are all farmed out as
steare also the people who as slaves of
the king are ordered to work for him
a part oyof the year it is only the chi-
nese who are not subject to such ser
vice and they are released from it by
the payment of a poll tax there are
many chinese in siam and it is said
they are fast swallswallowing09 up the countrythey are smarter than the siamese in
a business way and they marry siamese
wives and settle down there lorfor life
all the governors of siam make presents
to the king and they sometimes pay
their taxes inin the shape of gold and
silver brushes in the audience cham-
ber of the palace I1 saw around the room
trees and brushes of gold the leaves
of these trees were of pure gold while
the trunks are heavily plated with gold
on one side of the room there were
a number of silver trees and I1 was told
that these were a part of the years of
feringstoto his majesty from his gover-
nors

DANGERS
I1 heard a diplomat who is well posted

in asiatic matters discuss last night the
reason why the king sent his legation
to washington said he the king
ofdf saim is very anxious to strengthen
his relations with foreign powers he
realizes the danger which constantly
menaces his country from its geography

cal positionn it is the meat of the sand-
wich of artherfarther iredia ofie slice afpf9andthis
sandwich belongs to

1 Vfranceran ce and in-
cludes cochin rinachina the other slice
belongs to great britain and it takes up
the provinces of burmah siam lies
in the center and it is richer than either
both france and england are landadd
hungry and they look with greedy eyes
on siam it is one of the richest
alumsplums which still hang on the tree of
barbarismarb arism in the far east it producesproduced
crop after crocrop withoutwithout the aid of
manure and it ships millions of dollars
worth of rice pepper and cattle every
year

THETHA SIAMESE ARMY

what kind of an army has siam
I1 asked there was no navy there
when I1 visited the country

the army is nothing to speak of
waswar the reply every man has to serservee
the state for three months in the year
but there is no armed militia in case
of a war with england or france siam
could not do much and its chief safety
lies in the fact that neither of these
great countries want the other to have
it I1 suppose it eventually will be
divided between them and if it should
it would be much better for the people
As it is they are practically slaves
while under france or england they
would be free I1 have no doubt but
that the king appreciates the situation
and he probably thinks that if he has
legations at Lthe other capitals these
two nations will be less inclined to im-
pose upon him

HOW THE KING LOOKS
the king of siam is still a young

man he will be forty years old on
the aist otof september he is not over
fifivev e feet high but he is very straight
and well formed in his court dress he
wears a vast fortune of jewels his
head is crowned with a golden pyramid
of jewels he puts on upon state oc-
casions a coat vest and brocaded
burong which aregustare just loaded down with
1jewelsewels and I1 was told that he often
wore upon state occasions prepreciousclousi

stones which were worth a million
dollars the siamese do not wear
pantaloons and the burong which they
tie about the waist and tuck it in at the
back takes their place the king wears
silk stockings shoes which are pointed
like those of the turk and his costume
is a beautiful one he is not a bad
looking man his face is olive brown his
eyes are black his forehead is high and
his eyes are slightly almond in shape
he has a little mustachemusi ache and the thickest
of stiffblack hair he is very fond of his
wife I1 mean his half sister wife and he
makes a great deal of the crown prince
the crown prince is still a boy but he
has been shown a number of times to
people and he is said to have remarkably
good sense just outside of bangkok
there is a palace which belongs to him
and the boy is being educated in such a
way that he will probably make a fit
successor of his father

SIAMESE WOMEN
I1 wonder whether the members of the

legislation will ever bring their wives to
washington if they do we will have a
decided sensation provided they come
in their native costume the common
siamese women wears only a burong
and a turkish towel the burong goes
around her waist and between her legs
and the turkish towel is wound about
her bust and shoulders now and then
she takes off the towel and is satisfied

with the burong she rarely wears
shoes and a girtgirl under eight years old
often wears nothing but a string around
her waist the better classes wear morer
costly clothing and some of the ladies
have a strip ofof thin cotton which they
wear tightly around the body under the
arm pits and fasten with a knot just
over the bust leaving the shoulders and
neck entirely bare some of the ladies
of the harem wear upon state occasions
european clothing and others add to
the burong a loose jacket trimmed with
swiss embroidery and covered with
bows of ribbons set on in rows they
all wear bracelets onn their wrists and
ankletsdanklets on their legs and not a lewfew of
them are quite pretty the siamese
girlsgirlsareare the most graceful women in
the world their joints are very supple
and a part of their education is made uup
of bending their joints back and foiaforth
to make them so they are all short
haired and when young they are as
plump as partridges and as straight as
the palm trees of their own beautiful
land As they grow older they become
wrinkled and ugly and the most of
them ruin their teethteem from chewing the
betel only the fewest of them ateare
educated and I1 dont think that they
would be happy in our high french heel
shoes and they would die if bound in
by our corsets and crinoline one of
the prettiest women in siam is the
queen she has short hair like her
siamese sisters and her teeth would be
pretty if she were not addicted to betel
nut chewing she is of nearly the same
age as the king and it is said that her
marriage was to a certain extent a
marriamarriagelate of love it seems stranstrangegetoto
think that a man should fall in love with
his sister but you must remember that
the king of siam came of a family of
eighty four children and he had thirty
four half brothers and forty nine half
sisters the custom of siam requires
that the royal blood shall be kept pure
and for years the kings have I1 am told1married their sisters it is considerconsideredl
an honor among the noble families of
siam to have a daughter in the harem
of the king and the only woman that
the king cannot marry by the laws of
siam is his mother hisis court is one of
intrigue and plotting and a government
officer who has a daughter in the harem
can thus better hold the friendship of
the king and can keep himself posted
on all that is going on in the palace
the last king had wives from china andindia and he wanted to add an english
girl to his gallery of beauties the
women of the harem live to a certain
extent together in the palace and they
are considered passe at the age oftwenty five at this time if they have
no children they become the waiting
maids of the younger wives of the king
and the stock is replenished yearly with
the flower of the beauties of siam

FRANK G CARPENTER

THAT STAUNCH silver advocate the
Ddt news marea the point that
when silverallver was demonetizedde inilk

1873 a hale of brought in
kold now it requires three bales ofcotton tolo10 ba e aliell11 same amount0 t of
voldnold and yet pep pla wonder whyh
theabes8 uth favors freefreb colcoi ageageontof biiber r
our awu Iftarin erB and other grala
grow rs should also make a note of ithaiahai it ared LO lakeinke a fud orbed dollar
0foo huy a bushel of their wheal now a
1165 cent dollar bua a from one and
halt to two bushels


