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BY SCIENCE

LATE in the year 1889 the disease
known as laa grippe in france and asaa

influenza in italy made itsito appear-
ance as an epidemic in europe and in
afewa few weeks it assumed vast propor-
tions sweeping over almost the entire
european continent its victims num-
bered in the aggregate several mil-
lions in a number of instances a large
proportion of the ia habitants of a pop-
ulous city or district were affected
simultaneously it was not attended
with great mortality but it was a
plague that caused much suffering and
financial lowloss it also swept the unit-
ed states but in this country a smaller
proportion of the people were seriously
affected than in europe

I1inn the latter part of last year
the disease also showed itself
as an epidemic in this and
some other countries and still prevails
it appears to have increased in
virulence during the last few months

larger percentage of cases terminate
fatally or leave serious complications
toin their train la grippe is now
recognized as likely to leave the system
in such a condition that it renders the
patient an easy prey to many other
forms of disease

to a great extent this malady is
still a mystery to the medical faculty
an opprobrium medidum but tuethe
prevalent theory in regard to it is that
it results from a germ a microbe a
minute but living organism which in-
fests in vast numbers certain parts of
the human body when once a hodg

a ment tois found for it
it has been abundantly shown by

observation that perfectly healthy per
boub are much less liable to be attacked
with tola grippe than those who suffer
from an impaired state of health from
any cause the flesh blood mucous
membranes etc of a perfectly healthy
person are antiseptic and do not afford
pasturage for the existence and propa-
gation of such livingjiving organisms as
those which produce la grippe but
the parasites find in the systems of
those whose blood has been vitiated
or vital powers weakened by any
other places of lodgment
and

the germ theory of disease hashap
gained converts so rapidly during re-
cent years among medical scientists
that it may be saidodd to be quite gener-
ally accepted at least as applied to a
large number of maladies from which
human being and animals suffer in-
cluding most if not all known to be
infectious or contagious andAndt theherulerule
that healthy persons are less liable
to be attacked than sickly ones by any

particular contagious disease is too
well kknownnow n to require argumentment in itsito
support it may be observed that
physical strength and vigor do not al-
ways prove perfect health as there
may be a poison lurking in the system
which from lack of time or of develop
ment or some other cause has notdot
materially affected the physical
powers

the study of the germ theory has
led to the conclusion that persons who
have kept their blood and bodies pure
and free from taint whose food has
been wholesome whose habits have
been moral and consistent with the
laws of health and who have avoided
the use of stimulants and narcotics
and the inhalation of foul air are in
far less danger of attacks of disease epi-
demic and contagious as well as other
kinds than are persons who have in-
dulged in the reverse course it used
to be popularly supposed that a96 person
i- i perfect health and of proper habits

life and diet who had not been sub
acted to the inhalation of vitiated air

was as liable to be stricken with m
epidemic disease as one would be
whose vital powers had been vitiated
by illIII health or bad habits but this
dendea has been exploded by modern
medical research

any proficient medical man will
admit that the physical system of the
individual who has been addicted to
the use of tobacco alcohol narcotics
stimulants or improper food or whose
habits have been immoral is far more
likely to become infested with disease
germs than is the body of one whose
habata have been of a different charac-
ter among the jews anciently there
was held to be a connection between a
mans sins and the disease from which
hebe suffered this was thenathen a theo-
logical proposition but in modern
times it has come to bobi fully sustained
by science

the foregoing leads up to the truths
enunciated in that great lesson in
morality and hygiene known among
the latter duyday sainte asae the word of
wisdom a revelation given through
the prophet joseph smith at the
time it waswag given medical science did
not harmonize with and support it in
the manner in which it now does but
recent discoveries in that science
confirm the teachings of that revela-
tion and aid in giving it the charac-
ter of one of the most important dis-
closures relative to the laws of life and
health ever made to man

the liveline of life indicated in that corncom
muni cation from the heavens will yet
be proven bby the experience of afflict-
ed humanity to be the only means of
securing immunity from such plagues
asan la grippe and others more deadly

which aream destined to become a feature
of the times in which we live science
and human experience will continue to
ecombine to vindicate revealed truth

electricity AS A MOTIVE POWER

THIS city has an electric street oarcar
service which is probably equal to that
of any other city in the country ratr at
least of similar size audand there is more
or lesslees interest among our citizens in
the progress that tois being made in the
use of electricity as a motive power
on january 1 1890 there were in the
united states roads operated wholly
or in part by this motive power while
on january 1 1891 the number of
eebelectric roads was an increase of
74 per cent in one year As the in
crease in street car companies during
the same period was only about 65 per
cent these figures show that many
horse railroads have changed to elec-
tricitytricity

during the period named the num-
ber of electric lighting stations in-
creased in a heavy ratio but not in asan
large a proportion asan did the number of
electric roads and the advance made
in the use of the subtle fluid for
propelling machinery was very rapid
in short as a motive power and allu11 lu
minating agency electricity is rapidly
superseding all others that it will
probably cut an important figure in
modern naval warfare tois indicated by
an exchange

the application of electricelectricityiW to
marine architecture forms an interesting
subject of thought taking oneoae of our
war vessels asan an example we findand there
aarere as many as sixtsixty auxiliary engines
in different parts ortheof the ship used for
ventilating heatingeating lighting hoisting
elevating guns handling ammunition
etc the space ococcupied by these engines
and their connection being very greatgreaL
by placingplacing one electric plant deep in the
holhold orof a man of war auall thesethem auxiliary
engines could be supplied by means orof
wires which if broken by a shot could
be repaired in a moment by the electric-
ian thus doing away with the danger of
broken steam pipes and eescapingping steam

should some method be discovered by
which jungunpowderpowder could be superseded
by the tremendous power of electricity
in projecting missiles the problem of
shot vs plate would be effectually
solved already it is admitted that
the former has the best of the contest
but no plate capable of being floatedboated
concouldid withstand the force of electricity
itif once a method of applying it in a
concentrated form behind a projectile
were discovered that this will be
done seems by no means unlikely

chas A campbell and R F glover
have gone to helena as Wyo de-
legates to the annual convention of the
montana stock growers
to meet the


