
THE DESERET WEEKLY

the deseret weekly
urBT

THE DESERET NEWS
SALTBALT LAK OITT UTAH

per yeteyear of fifty two dumben 922 SOL

per volume of twenty rixdx Numbeig LW
ISIN

V

saturday february 23 isso

A consistent STAND
THE argument made feb 12

by united states district attorney
hobson of colorado in behalf of
the Government before the supreme
court of the territory in the
church case created a profound
sensation to those who are in
favor of consistency and fair dealing
it must have afforded much satisfac-
tion perhaps this gratification
would be derived more from the
prevailing sentiment than the mat-
ter of the speech although both
were decidedly good

the idea which permeated hisbis en
indicated that the gov-

ernment did not view with favor the
taking by doubtful legislative pro-
cess a large amount of property
from a church this is made per-
fectly clear when it is considered
that mr hobson not only represent-
ed the department of justice of the
government but set forth its views
his statement on the subject being to
that effect expressed in so many
words the government says through
mr hobson we do not propose to
allow so far as we are concerned
any pronounpronouncedtd orof ultra proceedings
against the defendant until we know
we are right this government has
not gone into the business of rob-
bery and does not propose to per-
mit it so far as it can be prevented

this is in harmony with the
genius of the compromise that was
made that the whole subject might
be brought at the earliest practic-
able date before the supreme court
of the united states that it might
be decided by that tribunal whether
any part of the operaoperationtiou against
the property of the defendant is
legal the spirit indicated by the
department is beyond question As
we have before state BT there should
be pending the final adjudication
of the matter practically a cessation
of hostilities against those whose
property has been taken under a
law which invades a natural and
consequently constitutional right
a right that never was conferred
neither can it be because it is in

lerentherent that right is that no citi-
zen or class of people shall be de-
prived of property except by due
process of law by the operation of
legal enactments which bear equally
upon all classes of citizens without
distinction

judging from the whole tenor of
mr hobsons argument it would
appear to be seriously doubted that
the supreme court of the united
states will sustain a law of the na-
ture of the one which is directly
aimed at one classclam of citizens and
therefore belongs to the department
of class legislation enactments of
that kind cannot be permitted to
remain upon the statute books of
our nation without endangering the
very existence of our institutions
when the rights of one portion of
the citizens are ruthlessly threaten-
ed by one sided legislation the
rights of the whole are thereby jeo-
pardizedpardi zed the general safety of the
people being imperilledimperilled

there is one point that should be
specially remembered by those who
are clamoring for the seizure of
every scrap andang particle of property
alleged to belong to the defendant
while they are laying the flatter-
ing unction to their souls that they
are simply robbing the mormon
people because they appear to be
helpless it may transpire before this
affair is done with thatth they have
placed themselves in the role otof de-
spoilers of the national treasury
while they may anticipate perpetrat-
ing a wrong of that kind against an
unpopular people they may dis-
cover that they have reckoned with-
out their host if they fall into the
handsbands of the government

this point is plainly set forth by
the injunction pronounced by mr
hobein regarding the care that
should be exhibitedexhibitel in holding sac-
red the body of the fund in the
hands of the receiver and meeting
contingent expenses with the pro-
ceeds arising from its being in his
possession

we have already shown the nec-
essity for this and manifested the
ewt beyond the possibility of suc-
cessful contradiction that encroach
ments upon the property are without
the authority of law or of right
hence we have taken exceptions to
the action of the supreme court of
this territory in setting apart or ap-
propriating from that fund for
the payment of witnesses called to-
gether to give testimony in the un-
seemly sideshowside show scramble that has
been inaugurated in M
withwife this cawcase by those whomchobinievinced a disposition which inc
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