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A CONSISTENT STAND.

THE argument made Feb. 12
by United States Distriet Attorney
Hobson, of Colormdo, in hehalf of
the Qovernment,before the Bupreme

Court, of the Territory, in the
Church case, created a profound
sensatlon. To those who are in

favor of consistency and fair dealing
it must have afforded much satisfac-
tion. Perhaps thils gratification
would be derived more from the
prevuiling sentiment than the mat-
ter of the sprech, although both
were decidedly good.

The idea which permented his en-
nuncintions indicated that the gov-
ernment did not view with favor the
taking, by doubtful legislative pro-
cess, “‘a large amount of property
froma a chureh.” This is matle per-
foeotly clear when it is comsidered
that Mr. Holbson not oniy represent-
ed the department of justice of the
governmert, but set forth 1ts views,
his statement on the subject being to
that effect. Expressced in so many
words, the government says,through
Mr. Hobson, ““We do not propese to
aHow, so far as we are concerned,
any pronounced or ultra proccedings
against the defendant until we know
we are right. This government haa
not gone into the business of rob-
bery, nnd dees not propose to per-
mit it so far ns it can be prevented.”?

This I8 in harmony with the
genius of the compromise that was
made, that the whole subject might
be brought at the enrllest practic-
nble date before the SBupreme Court
of the United RBtates—that It might
Le decided by that tribunal whether
any part of the operation against
the property of the defendant is
legal. The spirit indicated by the
department s beyond gquestion, As
we have before statel, there should
be, pending the final adjudication
of the matter, practically-a cesantion
of hostilities against those whose
property has been taken under a
law which invades a natural and
consoguently constitutional right—
a right that never was conferred,
neither can it be, because it is in-

herent. Thnt right is that no citi-
zen, or class of people, ghall be de-
prived of property except by due
procesa of law, Ly the operation of
legal enactments which bear equally
upon all classes of citizens, without
distinetion.

Judging from the whole tenor of
Mr. Hobson’s argument, it would
appear to be seriously doubted that
the Bupreme Court of the Unlfed
Btates will sustain a law of the na-
ture of the one which is directly
aimed at one class of citizens, and
therefore belonge to the department
of class legislation. Enactments of
that kind cannot be permitted to
remain upon the statute books of
our nation without endangering the
very existence of our institutions.
When the vights of one portion of
the eitizens are ruthlessly threaten-
ed by one-sided legisiation, the
rights of the whole are thereby jeo-
pardized, the general safcty of the
people being imperilled.

There is one point that should be
specially remembered by those who
are clamoting for the seizure of
every scrap and particle of property
alleged to belong to the defendant.
While they are laying ¢the flatter-
ing unction to their souls” that they
are glmply robbing the ©Mormon?®?
people because they appear to be
helpless, it may transpire before this
aflair is done with that they have
placed themselves in the role of de-
spoilers of the national treasury.
While they may anticipate perpetrat-
ing a wrong of that kind against an
unpopular peopls, they may dis-
cover that they have rockoned with-
out their host if they fall Inte the
hands of the government.

This polnt is plainly set forth by
the injunction pronounced by Mr.
Hobson regarding the care that
should be exhibitel in holding sac-
red the body of the fund in the
hands of the receiver, and meeting
contingent expenses wlth the pro-
ceeds arising from its being in his
porsersion.

We have alrendy shown the nee-
espity for this, and manffeated the
fact beyond the possibility of suc-
ceasful contradietion that encroach-
ments upon the property are without
the authority of law or of right.
Hence we have taken exceptions to
tbe action of the Supreme Court of
this Territory in setting apart or ap-
propriating from that fund $500 for
the payment of witnesses ealled to-
gether to give testimony in the un-
soemly side-show seramble that has
been inaugurated in connection
with thia case by those who have

evinced a disposition which indi-
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cates that if they had the opportut-
ity of doing so they would mike
the spoliation of this people conl’
plete, even if it should reduce them
to penury.

We repeat what we have hereto
fore stated in this particular, thab
such n disposition to grab und dé-
spoll has never been assoclated with
or displayed in any legal procesd”
inge in any civillzed country under
heaven in modern times, and 8H
those who have taken part in it 42
agalnst those whom they entoemed
defenseless, will in consequence carty
upon them the brand of everlastids
shame and disgrace. 1t Is o specie?
of dishonesty and tyranny that 18
utterly without exeuse. 1t evinc®
this fact—that If these characte™
should obtain the consummation ?
their desires, by having the rein® @
locgl government fully in the"
grasp, they would bring ubout a co8°
dition of things in this Terrl-
tory that no people haviog #
spark of indcpendence of chara®
ter in them would endure for 0¥
Jength of time. They would Y
come the victims of wrong ©
tyranny, and of oppréssion the like of
which would lave no parallel in $€
history of this country; and nothibé
thateven the colonists had to B2
dergo under the reign of a Britislt
monarch, and against which th
fathers of our nation arose inrevol*”
tion, would equal it. This pBC'Pw’
it will yet be discovered, nre
binve. independent, nnd del’
mined ever to submit to such a €of
dition of things. Those who woul i
inaugurate it imagine probably t8%
as they have done In the past &
they could in the future, to & mor®
aggravated extent, earry on the
vDilainy with impunity under an 12
cubus of falsehood, with which t'!)”f
have covered the country, ngait®
an innocent people, and eaus®
them to be unpopular? ]

Assure ns the pri neiple of JU&
tice is cternal and finally claims its
own, although at times slow D
operations, it will overtake ty rants
oppressors and thieves, and b
willy be relegated to the sphel‘ew
which by their groveling and de
testable instincts they propel'_iy ber
long. These are the individ
against whom the majority of ¢
people of Utah have strong reasof® ™
complainjand,in their hehalf, W€ P
pose to vindieate truth and Justic®
and to protest against wrong on-‘*
pression and dishonesty, so 108
we can lift a voice or wield & pev:

. -0 ib
Contend against no church, 88¥% ‘.
bethe churchofthedevil.—Doc.&



