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build a 'Temple in Jackson connty. We
weare prevenied by vivlence from doing
fit. e required us to, build a ‘Tempie o
Far West. which we bave not heen able
10 do. A great many things have becn
required of us, sand we bave not heen
nbie to do thein becanse of thoge thaisur-
roundod us in the world. Thid peopleare
in the bands ot God. This . work is in
the banda of God, and He will take cate
of it. = L

I often think of whnt Lorenzo Dow raid
with regard to the docirine of election,
Said bhe: *Iv i« Like ibis: Y-u ¢an, and
you ¢an’i; yon will, and you won't; you
ghall. and you shan’t; voo'll be damned i
you do, and you'll be dnmued if you
don’..** Toat is about the condition we as
Latter-day Saints are in. Il we were 1o
nndertuke to please the world, and that
wa4 our object, we might as well give up
the ship; wo migh bave given It up in
the beginning. Butthe Lord bas called
ug to labor in the vineyard; and when
our nation passes |aws, as they havedone
in regard to this principle which we have
presen'od to the Conference, 1t is not wis-
dom for up to mak~ war upon Rixiy-tive
nillions of people. I is not wisdom for
us to go forth and earry out this principle
against the laws of the nuation and re-
ceive tho conm-equences. That s in the
batids ©of God, 'nod He will govarn aond
gontro] it. The Church of Christ is here;
tho Zion of Gad iv here, in fulfiiment of
theose revelations of God that are comained
in these holy records in which the whole
Christian world profess to believe. The
Bible could never have been folfiiled nad
it not heen for the raising up of a prophet
in the last days. The reveluwions of Nt
John conld never have been fulfilled if
the nngel of God bad not flown through
the mid«t of heaven, ‘having the ever-
lasting gospel to preach to them that
dwell on 1he earth, and 10 every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people,
saying with a lnund voice: Fear God, and
¢give glorv to Hiin, farthe bour of His
judgment is exme.' Was that angel going
to visit New Yoark, Phiiadelphis, Bo4ton,
and the world, and ecall the people to-
getber and proach 1o them? Not au all.
But the Lord raised upa prophe’. The
angel of God delivered that pospel to Lhat
prophet. That prophet organized a
chiireh, and all thas He bas promisod in
this codo of revelations {the Bouk of Doc-
trine and Covenanta), has been fulfilled
as fast A time would admit. That whieh
is not yeu fulfilled will be.?”

Such ix the authoritative position of
the Mormon Church. Briefly sum-
marized it may be read in this way:

The revelationsof God given to
Joseph Smitn, lncludingy that on
plural marriage, are binding mpon the
people, unlesa ‘‘iheir enemies come
upon them angd hiuder them from per-
forming that work.”

They performed their ““*work?’ in es-
tablishing polygamy untll “their
enemles came upon them and hin-
dered them,?? and disobeyed the law
of the {and uotil through persecutions
and punishments they were com-
pelled to conglude 1hat **it is not
wismiom to make war upon sixty-five
millions of people,* nor **to carry out
this priucipie azainst the lawa of the
nation nnd receive the consvquences.”
But it is yet to be re-established, for
‘sall that He has promised in this code
of revelations has been fulfilled ar fast
as time would admit. That which has
not yet been fulfilled unitbe.

The manifesto iteelf is remarkable in
many respecis, The reasons fur fte
promuigatior contained in its lext
aure not the reasons given by its author
ami bhis First Couuselor te the Cen-
ference.
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President Wilford Wouodruff said to
the Confereuce.

“I want 1o say to all Israel that the
step which I bave taken in issuing thia
inanifesto has not been done wiihout
earneat prauyer before the Lord.”

His Firat Counsgelor, George Q. Can-
uou paid:

“We have walted for the Lord to move
in the maiter; and on the 24th of Septen:-
her Preaident Woodruff made up his
mind that he would write somothing,
and he had the spirit.of it. He had
prayed abont it, and bad besought God
ropentedly to ashow him what 10 do. Al
that time the Spirit enme upon him, and
the document Lhat has been read in your
hearing was the result.”

The document itself attributes the
occ.pion of “the Spirit’’ coniing upon
him to **Press dispatches having been
aunt for political purposes from Balt
Liake City,”” in regard to the statetnent
of the Utabh Commission in its last re-
port, upon the subject of the rulemn-
ization oi plural marriages; in sub-
atangs that forty or more such mar-
riages had been reported to it by lts
officers during tha preceding yenar.

A great part of the manifesto is de-
voted to & ¥igorous nssertion that the
report of the Commissiou is talse, &
geueral aud specifie denlal of the facts
stated therein, and but a small space fs
devoted to President YW oodruff’s decla-
ration of his personal intention ‘‘to
submit to the laws,* and -‘to use his
influence with tbe memhers of hin
Cburch to have them do likewiae.”’
The most important purt of the mani-
festo ia contained in the (ollowing
words;

“And I now publicly declare that
my advice to the Latter-day Bainls is
to refrain from coutracting any mar-
ringe forbidden by the law of the
landd.*?

How much weight should be given
to the declarations of a man who
dares to assert that the Bpirit of G
cameipon nnd moved him to charge
thnt the Ut:h Commisslon wasthe re
tailer and peddier of falsehoods, and hy
reason of that fact be was to declare to
the worlid tbhat the church he com-
| mands will now change front complete-
ly, aud abandoned the ordinance ot
God which bas heretofore heen po de-
lightful a work for them to perform,
ecan he judged to a degres from the
decluration itself. Home further light
may be thrown upon his character and
the welght to be given bis utterauces
by n perueal of the followlng, which
fe!l from his lips at the same Confer-
ence, as officially reported for the
Church organ:

UPREBIDENT WOODRUFF

said: Ido notthink anyone can tell the
hour of the coming of the Son of Man. I
think those thlngA bave been mufficlently
revenled to nor, 80 1hat we need not look
for the time of that event 1o be mado
known. I will say bere that in my
dreams I have bad a great many visils
from the Prophet Joseph since his death,
The last time I met him was in the spirit
world. Imet bhim at the Temple. He
spoke to me. Calling e hy name be
said, ‘I cannot sop to talk to you for I
om in a hurry,” I met Fatber S8mith. He,
ton, said to me. ‘I am in a burry.’ I met
a great many of the Apostles and othera
who are in the spirit world, and they all
seamed o boin a hurry. I marveled at
this, and wondered very grewly in my
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mind why anyhody should be i

n tho paradine of God. 0 a burry
#1 had nn interview with the

Josepl afterwards, and asked tl;'ir:lpl:ﬁ;

question, “Why are you all ip auch a
urry hore?* I said, I have always haon

in a hurry in the world sinee I wa+ born

baot I thought there would be no oecasion

for it when I died and emntered

| it i
world.! He rsplied, ‘Woll, I \12[?1‘2:!“
you: The prophets and aposties in this

dispen-uation have bad Do time nor op.
poriuniy 10 prepare themselves tn po L,
the earthewilth t hegreat Bridagroom when
He goes to meel tha bride, the Lamb's
wite, Weiu this dispensation have not
had time. We have just as much work
to perfdrm, to Propars ourseives, us in
oner dispensations. He suid the time
was at band for the coming of e Son of
Man, for Christ 1o go forth in fulfilment
of revelation and prorhocy' Lo meet tho
bride, the Lamb's wile, the Chureh and
Kingdom of God upon the earth, Says
He, That ix DO revealed to us, nor ng ey,
will be unti the hour comes; but wa hyve
mnch work to do to prepare ourselves fof
tho event.

4] have alwuays helieved from the rov-
elations that we never would kpow the
axact time of the coming of tho Soy of
Man; and I am more convinced of thigs
from whas the Prophet said to me in m
dreams, y

4] have had many interview, f
President Young since he died ‘: ,;:;,h;
many teachings from him, apd from
others who held important positions here
in the flesh, hut who have gone juto the
Spirit world, and scem in a measure to
have an interest and watch-curg over the
Church and Klngdom of God ihough
thiv'!m\'e passed o the other sido of the
vell.

A nd those curious snough
further into the va.gnrlfa o%or::l::
mind, will lud light and food for re-
flection in some murvelous tules of
piracles performed by him, and for
him, puch as castiug out Jdeviis, heal-
ing thuse sick uuto death, raising
them from death to life, his upponents
dropping dead ut his feet, ete., as reiat-
«d by bimself in a little volume won-

titled, “Leaves from My J 1
Third Bouk of the Fait.u-ProlL,:(;g:;z
Herien. By DPresident Waoodmtt,

Designed for the Inetruction and Ku-
couragement u! Young Lautter-duy
Sainta. Juvenile Instructor (ffice
Salt Lake City, 1881,* !
The Commission deems-jt proper to
notice this pro luction thus far, becauss
no matter what the motives which led
to its promulgation, it is an advuance.
It marks an era in the great con-
test between ecivilization of Ameriea
and the forces which have so louy tried
toengralt upou it a relic of Qriental
lustund barbarism, and is a step which
pnever call be retraced. [t is that much
wrested froman unwilling, erafty an-
tagonist, and it should be no reproach
to the Commissioo that it bears upon
its fuce the acknowledgnent that the
work of the Commission has caused jts
promuigation. 2
The defending olause in the report
for 1890, the one which is seized upon
uw n reason for decluring A new dispen-
gation, is as follows: *‘The (lummis-
pion isin recelpt of reports from it«
registration officers, which enumernte
forty-one male persous, who It is
bblieved, have entered into the poly-
gamigrelations, in their aeveral pre-

cjnets pince the June revision of
1889.77
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jospired manifesto of



